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TWENTY 10BESTS SPEAK 


When the 3 Series was. named to Car and Driver's 10Best list for an unprecedented 
S in a row, that spoke volumes. When you learn that the 3 Series is also faster 
‘ful than the Audi A4, Lexus IS 250, and Mercedes C300, then what's 
Jther than test drive one for yourself at a BMW center today 


THE LEGENDARY BMW 3 SERIES. 


BMW EfficientDynamics 


“a 4 _% $ Brake 
Less emissions. More driving pleasure. O ess 


BMW 2011 
3 Series 


bmwusa.com The Ultimate 
1-800-334-4BMW . Driving Machine” 


a 


LOUDER THAN WORDS. 


Visit your local BMW center for a test drive. 
bmwusa.com 


CarandDriver.com 10Best reference from November 2010. 0-60 and horsepower claim based on BMW 328i Sedan RWD (6.3 sec. 0-60/230 HP) versus Audi A4 2.0T Premium 
~ (6.4 sec. O-60/211 HP), Lexus IS 250 RWD (7.9 sec. 0-60/204 HP) and Mercedes C300 Sport Sedan (7.1 sec. O-60/228 HP). For full details on BMW Ultimate Service® visit 
bmwusa,com/ultimateservice. ©2011 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are registered trademarks. European model shown. 


Editor’s Letter 


t's been a tough year to bea college football fan. Sure, the action on the field was 
great. Auburn and Oregon capped off a thrilling regular season with an exciting 
national title game, won by the Tigers on a field goal as time expired. 

Off the field? It’s been a disaster. Last season began with the suspensions handed 
down at Georgia (A.J. Green), Alabama (Marcell Dareus) and North Carolina (too 
many players to name). In early November, reports surfaced about the alleged pay-for- 
play scheme orchestrated by Cam Newton's father. Then, in December, tattoo-gate 
broke at Ohio State. 

These scandals dominated college football talk all season long. It was impossible to 
tune into sports radio, in any market, and escape the off-the-field drama. I do several 
radio shows around the country each week to promote Athlon Sports and talk college 
football. Unfortunately, we didn’t talk much college football. Virtually every show 
began with questions about John Blake and Gary Wichard, or Cecil Newton and 
Kenny Rogers, or Jim Tressel and Terrelle Pryor. At some point, enough is enough: 
Let's just talk about the actual games. 

Equally frustrating were the penalties — or lack thereof — levied by the NCAA for 
these alleged violations. From the seemingly random two- to four-game suspensions 
for the players who sold a jersey or dealt with agents, to the no-game suspension 
handed down to Cam Newton, to the defer-the-suspensions-to-next-season for the 
Ohio State players, nothing seemed to make sense. 

The NCAA means well, but it’s tough to understand the rationale behind some of 
the decisions. 

We take a deeper look at the soap opera that has enveloped college football and the 
NCAA on page 28, in Brett McMurphy’s story “NCAA Jurisprudence: There Is No 
Method to the Madness.” 

Looking for something a little more light-hearted? We've got that covered too. In 
our feature “Gridiron Sabbatical,” we examine the life of a redshirt in college football. 
What's it like when you are no longer the big man on campus and you're relegated to 
the scout team with no chance of playing on Saturdays? It’s not easy, for most. “Every- 
body forgets your name. The recruiting is over. They got you,” says Christian Robin- 
son, a linebacker at Georgia who sat out the 2008 season as a redshirt. 

Speaking of freshmen, our annual look at the top 40 recruits from five years ago 
takes us back to the Class of 2006. The list is headlined by eventual All-Americans like 
Beanie Wells (Ohio State), Andre Smith (Alabama), Percy Harvin (Florida) and 
Matthew Stafford (Georgia), but as usual, there are plenty of busts. Do you remem- 
ber Connor Smith? What about Antonio Logan-El? Didnt think so. Flip to page 24 
to catch up with all 40 players. 

“Extra Points” is once again packed with all the information you will need to get you 
ready for the 2011 season. Find out which coaches are on the hot seat, which key 
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“I've got plans for the he The first one 
a. I'm making i is with\a financial advisor.” 


Your future starts today. Make sure you're prepared for it. Pick up the phone and call a trusted 
financial advisor. Be sure to ask how Lincoln Financial Group can help you, from lifetime income 
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A league-by-league look at what to expect this season. 
Down where they decide a champion on the field, a SoCon team reigns supreme. 


The talent pool is deeper than ever, making this a tough chore. But we were up to the 
challenge. 


Who has the top receivers in the Pac-12? The best backs in the SEC? We can tell you. 


We present the top 200 players of 2011 and unveil our mock draft. 
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EYTRAPOIN 


Top 1 0 AUBURN The Auburn faithful are anxiously awaiting the arrival of 

true freshman Kiehl Frazier, a dual-threat from Springdale, Ark., the 

QUARTERBACK BATTLES former stomping grounds of beloved offensive coordinator Gus 

Malzahn. Barrett Trotter, a junior who played in five games in 2010, is 

more of a pro-style passer. Clint Mosely, a lightly recruited sophomore, 
will also get a look. Predicted Winner: Trotter 


LSU Jordan Jefferson was one of the least efficient starting quarter- 
backs in the nation last season, with seven touchdowns, 10 intercep- 
tions and a rather ordinary 6.8 yards-per-attempt average. He was better 
late in the year but has yet to prove that he can get the job done over the 
long haul. Fellow senior Jarrett Lee will be in the mix, but Jefferson's 
stiffest competition will be junior college transfer Zach Mettenberger. 
The one-time Georgia Bulldog is 6'5", 250 pounds and can make all the 
throws. Predicted Winner: Jefferson 


MIAMI Senior Jacory Harris has thrown for 6,340 yards and 50 
touchdowns in his three seasons at Miami, but he’s also tossed 39 in- 
terceptions and been sacked an astounding 53 times. Stephen Morris 
stepped in asa true freshman and saw significant action (including four 
starts) late in the season when Harris was sidelined with a concussion. 
Morris averaged 199 yards with a 3-to-6 TD-to-INT ratio in his starts. 
. Look for the new coaching staff to stick with the veteran. Predicted 
~ Winner: Harris 


MISSOURI There might be a Gabbert starting at quarterback once 
again in Columbia. Redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert, the younger 
brother of Blaine, will battle sophomore James Franklin for the start- 
ing assignment in preseason camp. Franklin, a 6'2", 225-pound na- 
tive Texan, completed 11-of-14 passes in mop-up duty in 2010. 
Both Gabbert and Franklin were 4-star recruits coming out of high 


school. Predicted Winner: Franklin 


NOTRE DAME Dayne Crist put up solid numbers when 
healthy last year, completing just under 60 percent of his passes 
with 15 touchdowns and seven interceptions. Tommy Rees took 
over for the final five games (including the bowl win over Miami) 
after Crist was sidelined with a knee in- 
ae e = | jury. He averaged 205.4 yards with a 
Rob Bolden vs. Matt McGloin » Penn State 12-to-8 TD-to-INT ratio in his starts. 
Last fall, Rob Bolden [left] became the first true freshman to start at quarterback for Sophomore Andrew Hendrix and true 
Penn State in 100 years. Bolden, however, was replaced after seven games by Matt freshman Everett Golson will also get a 
McGloin, a former walk-on. McGloin went 2-3 as a starter and ended the season with a look. Predicted Winner: Crist > 
one-touchdown, five-INT disaster in the Outback Bowl loss to Florida. Paul Jones, a red- 
shirt freshman, and junior Kevin Newsome will both get an opportunity, but Bolden and 3 P 
McGloin are the faeeGiiaed Predicted Winner: Bolden e 4 TEXAS Big things were expected 


out of Garrett Gilbert last fall, but the 
former Gatorade National High School 
Player of the Year struggled in his first season as a starter, throw- 
ing 10 touchdowns with 17 interceptions as Texas limped to a sur- 
prising 5-7 record. Redshirt freshman Connor Wood made a big 
push in the spring, but also don’t count out sophomore Case 
McCoy, the younger brother of former Longhorn star Colt, or true 
freshman David Ash. Predicted Winner: Gilbert 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Kevin Prince was the opening-day starter in 2010, but 
he played in only five games due to a knee injury. When he did 
play, he struggled, completing only 44.7 percent of his passes 
with three touchdowns and five interceptions. Richard Brehaut 
wasnt much better in relief, with six TDs and seven INTs. 
Prince, who was held out of contact drills in the spring, and Bre- 
haut are both juniors. True freshman Brett Hundley, one of the 
stars of the Bruins’ signing class, was impressive in the spring. 
Predicted Winner: Prince 


Sophomore Keith Price and redshirt fresh- 
man Nick Montana will battle for the right to replace Jake 
Locker. Price has the edge in experience — he played in eight 
games with one start last fall — but Montana was the more 
highly touted of the two coming out of high school. 
This competition should go deep into presea- 
son practice. Predicted Winner: Price 


| : 
AJ McCarron vs. Phillip Sims » Alabama 
This race was basically tied coming out of spring practice. AJ McCarron [right] is a 
third-year sophomore who completed 30-of-48 passes in mop-up duty last season. 
Phillip Sims is a redshirt freshman from Virginia who was the No. 2 quarterback in 
the 2010 Athlon Consensus 100 recruiting rankings. Both are pro-style quarterbacks 
who should excel in Jim McElwain’s system. Predicted Winner: McCarron 


Conference RANKINGS exTrRaPOINIS 


1. SEC 6. Big East 


The Favorite: Alabama The Favorite: West Virginia 

Auburn became the fourth different SEC school to win a West Virginia is the most talented team in the league, but 
BCS title in the past five seasons, joining Florida (2006, the Mountaineers could be in for an awkward season with 
08), LSU (07) and Alabama ('09). The best bets to extend head coach-in-waiting Dana Holgorsen calling the plays in 


Bill Stewart's final season. There don’t appear to be any other 
top-25-caliber teams in the league, though South Florida, 
Pitt and Syracuse should be solid. 


7. Mountain West 

The Favorite: Boise State 

The addition of Boise State is a nice boost, but the MWC 

takes a big hit with the departure of Utah (Pac-12) and 

BYU (Independent). The Broncos must replace some 

talent at wide receiver, but quarterback Kellen 
Moore returns, and the defense should be formi- 
dable. TCU figures to take a small step back with 
quarterback Andy Dalton no longer around. 


8. Conference USA 

The Favorite: SMU 

June Jones has done an amazing job building 
SMU into a winner, and this could be the year the 
Ponies capture their first league title since the 
Pony Express (or excess) days of the 1980s. 
Houston, with quarterback Case Keenum 
back after his ACL tear, should be SMU’s 
biggest threat in the West. UCF and South- 
ern Miss will battle in the East. 


9. WAC 


The Favorite: Nevada 

The league is wide open with bully 

Boise State (eight titles in nine sea- 
__ sons) off to the Mountain West. Ne- 
> vada is the team to beat, but 
Hawaii, with quarterback Bryant 
Moniz back under center, 
and Fresno State will also 

be in the hunt. 


10. MAC 
The Favorite: Toledo 
With a ton of talent 
back on both sides of 
the ball, Toledo is poised 
“to knock Northern Illinois 
from atop the MAC food chain. However, NIU, 
now guided by former Wisconsin assistant Dave Do- 
eren, will still be formidable. Ohio, Miami and Tem- 

ple will wage a three-team battle in the East. 


11. Sun Belt 
The Favorite: Troy 
Long-time Sun Belt power Troy and league upstart 
FIU tied for the conference title last year with 
= identical 6-2 records. Expect more of the 
same this year, though don't be sur- 
prised if Arkansas State, with head 
= = -—— “coach Hugh Freeze, factors into the 


J _ title chase. 
ae" ‘/. 


= ~ 


the league's streak to six are Alabama and LSU, which fig- 
ure to fight it out in the highly competitive SEC West. 
South Carolina, which celebrated its first SEC East title last 
fall, has plenty of talent once again, but don't be surprised 
if Georgia emerges as the team to beat. 


2. Big Ten 
The Favorite: Ohio State 

Ohio State is the most talented team in 
the league, but the suspensions and con- 
troversy swirling around the program 
could leave the door open for Wisconsin 
and Penn State to contend in the Leaders 
Division. Michigan State and Big Ten new- 
comer Nebraska appear to be the two best 
teams in the Legends Division. Michigan, 
with Brady Hoke now in charge, could be 


a factor if the defense improves. 


3. Big 12 
The Favorite: Oktahoma 
The new-look 10-team Big 12 should 
be rock-solid in 2012 despite the loss of 
Nebraska to the Big Ten and, to a much 
lesser degree, Colorado to the Pac-12. 
Oklahoma should contend for a na- 
tional title, and four other league 
teams (Texas A&M, Oklahoma State, 
Texas and Missouri) are ranked in the 
preseason top 25. Three more teams 
(Baylor, Texas Tech and K-State) — 
played in bowl games last season. 


4. Pac-12 
The Favorite: Oregon 
Our preseason top 25 includes only 
three teams from the new-look (and re- 
named) Pac-12, but one of them — Ore- 
gon (No. 3) — isa national title contender. 
The Ducks and the Stanford Cardinal are 
clearly the class of the North Division. USC, which 
is still on probation, is the pick to win the South Di- 
vision, with Arizona State and Utah next in line. 


5. ACC 
The Favorite: Florida State 
We've been teased before, but this looks like the 
year Florida State will return to prominence and con- 
tend for a national title. The Noles should be stouton — 
defense, and the offense will be in the capable hands of 
quarterback E.J. Manuel. Tom O'Brien's solid NC State ta 
club could be FSU’s top competition, though schizo- . 
phrenic Clemson is always a threat. In the Coastal, Vir- 
ginia Tech is the team to beat despite the loss of 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor. Miami and North Car 
olina will be waiting if the Hokies slip up. 


a) 


Tam Clark/Athton Sports 


10 ATHLON SPORTS “wr 


No trick plays. 


Just 100% Natural Chicken. 


Unlike many brands, we don't inject our chicken with additives. 
And that’s the way it'll always be. 100% natural chicken, nothing else. 


Sanderson 


Farms’ 


ExTRAPOINIS 


Phil Bennett, Defensive Coordinator, Baylor Bennett's stint as a head coach 
did not go well (18-52 in six seasons at SMU), but he is a highly respected defen- 
sive coordinator who is fresh off a successful three-year run at Pittsburgh. 


Don Brown, Defensive Coordinator, UConn A highly successful head coach 
in two stops at the FCS level (Northeastern and UMass), Brown did a solid job in 
his two seasons as the defensive coordinator at Maryland. 


Manny Diaz, Defensive Coordinator, Texas Replacing Will Muschamp will 
not be easy, but Diaz is a rising star in coaching who did an outstanding job in his 
only season at Mississippi State. 


Bryan Harsin, Co-Offensive Coordinator, Texas Harsin comes to Texas after five 
seasons as the offensive coordinator at Boise State. He will inject some much-needed 
youthful energy into the Longhorns attack. 


Dana Holgorsen, Offensive Coordinator, West Virginia Holgorsen, who 
will take over as the Mountaineers’ head coach in 2012, directed the nation’s third- 
ranked offense last season at Oklahoma State. Despite returning only two starters, 
the Cowboys averaged 44.2 points and 520.2 yards per game. 


Steve Kragthorpe, Offensive Coordinator, LSU LSU is a competent of- 
fense away from being a strong national title contender. Kragthorpe bombed as 
the head coach at Louisville, but he turned Tulsa into a winner and has two years 
of experience as a quarterbacks coach in the NFL. 


David Lee, Offensive Coordinator, Ole Miss Lee is credited with introduc- 
ing the Wildcat offense while the offensive coordinator at Arkansas in 2007. His 
most recent stop was in Miami, where he was the quarterbacks coach for the Dol- 
phins from 2008-10. 


Greg Mattison, Defensive Coordinator, Michigan Mattison returns to the 
collegiate ranks after three seasons with the Baltimore Ravens (one as linebackers 
coach, two as the defensive coordinator). He was the D.C. at Michigan from 1995- 
96 and also had stops as a coordinator at Florida and Notre Dame. 


Chad Morris, Offensive Coordinator, Clemson Morris is only two years re- 
moved from coaching in high school football, but his offense at Tulsa in 2010 av- 
eraged over 500 yards and 40 points per game. 


Charlie Weis, Offensive Coordinator, Florida New head coach Will 
Muschamp wants to run a pro-style attack at Florida, so he went out and hired a man 
who has been the offensive coordinator for three Super Bowl champs. 


These players will be expected to make a big contribution 
after redshirting in 2010. 


Charles Brown, CB, North Carolina Ryan Houston, RB, North Carolina 
A starter at cornerback as a junior in 2009, Brown was forced to miss The Tar Heels’ leading rusher in 2009 with 
the entire ’10 season as part of the agent/academics investigations at_ 713 yards, Houston was held out of the 


North Carolina. He will be a fifth-year senior in 11. first five games of the 10 season as part of 
the agent/academics investigations. He was 
Zach Brown, RB, Wisconsin cleared in midseason, but the UNC staff 


Brown, who rushed for 568, 305 and 279 yards in his first three sea- opted to redshirt him. Houston underwent 
sons, respectively, sat out due to a logjam at the tailback position for surgery for a fractured scapula in the spring 
the Badgers. Should be a solid contributor to one of the nation’s top. but will be ready to go for preseason camp. 


backfields. 


Etienne Sabino, LB, Ohio State 
Marcus Hall, OL, Ohio State Sabino was projected to start as a junior last fall but was beaten out in 
Hall saw significant action as a true freshman in 2009 but sat outin’10 preseason camp by Andrew Sweat. He will be back in the mix for a 
for academic reasons. He will be in the mix for the start at right tackle. starting position and will have two seasons of eligibility remaining. 
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Coaches on the HOT SEAT 


David Bailiff, Rice (19-30, four seasons) The Owls broke through with a 10-3 record 
(7-1 in C-USA) in 2008, Bailiff’s second season, but are 6-18 since. Rice has been able to put 
points on the board, but the defense has been beyond bad, ranking 107th or worse in the nation 
in each of Bailiff’s four seasons. 


Neil Callaway, UAB (15-33, four seasons) UAB is arguably the toughest job in Confer- 
ence USA — no tradition, no support, terrible facilities — but at some point Callaway is going 
to have to break through and win more games than he loses. Last year, the Blazers lost by three 
in double-overtime at Tennessee and lost by five at Mississippi State yet still went 4-8 overall. 


higher than third in the Coastal Division in his four seasons. 


Dennis Erickson, Arizona State (25-24, four seasons) The Sun Devils will need to live 
up to the lofty expectations this season for Erickson to save his job. After a big season in Year 1 
(10-3 in ’07), Arizona State is 15-21 overall and 10-17 in the Pac-10 since. 


Steve Fairchild, Colorado State (13-24, three seasons) Fairchild, a Colorado State 
alum, seemed to be a great fit in Fort Collins — especially after he led the Rams to a 7-6 record 


and a bowl win in 2008. But the program has really struggled the last two years, with back-to- 
back 3-9 overall records and a combined mark of 2-14 in the MWC. 


Mike Locksley, New Mexico (2-22, two seasons) Trainwreck. That is the most accurate 
word to describe the Locksley era at New Mexico. The Lobos are 2~22 under his watch, with 14 
of those 22 losses coming by 24 points or more. Last season, UNM ranked 120th in the nation 
in total offense and 119th in total defense. 


Rick Neuheisel, UCLA (15-22, three seasons) Neuheisel was highly successful in his two 
previous stops (33-14 at Colorado, 33-16 at Washington), but he has been unable to break 
through at UCLA, his alma mater. The Bruins are 8-19 in the Pac-10 during his tenure, with 
two eighth-place finishes and a ninth-place fin- 
ish. 


Dabo Swinney, Clemson (19-15, two- 
plus seasons) It might seem a bit premature 
to puta coach who has compiled a 13-8 record 
in the ACC in two-plus years on the job on the 
hot seat, but Swinney will be under intense 
scrutiny this season. Last year, the Tigers went 
4-4 in a very mediocre ACC and ended the 
season with the school’s first losing record (6-7) 
since 1998. 


Bob Toledo, Tulane (13-35, four sea- 
sons) The Green Wave are coming off back- 
to-back last-place finishes in Conference USA's 
West Division and have not won more than 
four games in any of Toledo's four seasons. 


Paul Wulff, Washington State (5-32, 
three seasons) The Cougars showed some 
£9 signs of progress last season yet still finished 
\ with a 2-10 record (1-8 in the Pac-10). In 
three years, Wulff has won a total of two league 

games. Not good. 
’\ Mark Richt, A 5 (96-36, 10 seasons) With a 53-27 record in SEC 
games, it seems crazy to put Richt on this list. But the Bulldogs are 7-9 in 
league games over the last two seasons and are trending in the wrong direc- 
tion. The lethargic 10-6 loss to UCF in the Liberty Bowl last season did not sit 
well with the Georgia faithful. 
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Butch Davis, North Carolina (28-23, four seasons) Davis survived two 
scandals last year — academic and agent-related — and somehow managed 
to coax an 8-5 record out of his depleted roster. The school is sticking with him 
— for now — but Davis’ job is far from secure. He’s recruited very well at UNC, 
but the Tar Heels have yet to finish over .500 in the ACC and have not finished 


ExTRAPOINIS 


Getting Warm 


Bill Cubit, Western Michigan (40-33, six sea- 
sons) Cubit's record is solid, but he’s lost five 
straight to hated rival Central Michigan. That 
must change. 


Houston Nutt, Ole Miss (22-16, three sea- 
sons) The Rebs are 10-14 in league play in 
the Nutt era and have been passed by Missis- 
sippi State on the SEC food chain. 


Larry Porter, Memphis (1-11, one season) 
Porter's first season at his alma mater was a 
disaster. The Tigers went 1-11 and lost their 
11 games by an average of 28.4 points. 


Mike Price, UTEP (40-45, seven seasons) 


The Miners have not had a winning C-USA 
record since 2005, Price’s second season in El 
Paso. 


Mike Sherman, Texas A&M (19-19, three 
seasons) Demanding Aggie fans will freak 
out if Sherman’s fourth A&M team fails to live 
up to the lofty expectations. 


Jeff Tedford, California (72-42, nine sea- 
sons) Once a rising star in the coaching 
world, Tedford is only 17-19 in the Pac-10 
over the last four years. 


Ron Zook, Illinois (28-45, six seasons) 
Zook's seat slides from scorching hot to 
warm after the Illini exceeded expectations 
with a 7-6 record last season. 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 
Cigar Smoking Can Cause Lung 
Cancer And Heart Disease. 


1. Charlie Strong, Louisville Before: 4-8 (1-6) After: 7-6 (3-4) 

The Cards showed dramatic improvement on both sides of the ball — offensive pro- 
duction was up by more than 30 yards per game and the defense allowed 60 fewer yards 
per game. In addition, five of Louisville's six losses came by eight points or less. 


2. Jimbo Fisher, Florida State Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 10-4 (6-2) 

The Seminoles increased their win total by three games thanks in large 
part to a defense that jumped 66 spots in the national rankings in yards 
allowed per game (108th to 42nd). 


3. Brian Kelly, Notre Dame Before: 6-6 After: 8-5 

It wasn't the smoothest ride, but the Fighting Irish won eight games — 
the most for Notre Dame since 2006 — and capped the season with a 
dominating 33-17 win over Miami in the Sun Bowl. 


4. Willie Taggart, Western Kentucky 
Before: 0-12 (0-8) After: 2-10 (2-6) 

The Hilltoppers were far more com- 
petitive under Taggart’s watch. They were 
outscored by an average of 19.2 points 
per game en route to an 0-12 record in 
09; the scoring differential dropped to 
10.3 point per game last fall. 


5. Skip Holtz, South Florida 
Before: 8-5 (3-4) After: 8-5 (3-4) 

The Bulls closed strong, winning five 
of their final seven games, highlighted by 
overtime wins at Louisville and Miami 


and a victory over Clemson in the 
Meineke Car Care Bowl. 


6. Derek Dooley, Tennessee Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 6-7 (3-5) “= 
There were some egregious substitution errors — 13 men on the 
field vs. LSU just to name one — but Dooley squeezed six wins out 
of one of the least talented Tennessee teams in decades. 


7. Mike London, Virginia 
Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 4-8 (1-8) 

The Cavs’ win total is a bit misleading 
— they beat two FCS teams and FBS 
bottom-feeder Eastern Michigan — but 
London is changing the culture at Vir- 
ginia and has done a tremendous job on the recruiting trail. 


8. Lane Kiffin, USC Before: 9-4 (5-4) After: 8-5 (5-4) 

The Trojans lost three games by four points or less but beat only two 
teams that played in bowl games (Hawaii and Arizona). The offense im- 
proved, but the defense was horrid, allowing over 400 yards per game. 


9. Sonny Dykes, Louisiana Tech Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

Dykes was one of only four new coaches whose team improved its 
record in conference play. The Bulldogs’ four WAC victims went a com- 
bined 6-26 in league play. 


10. Todd Berry, UL Monroe Before: 6-6 (5-3) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

The Warhawks’ season could have been much better — they lost one 
game by one point and another in overtime — or much worse — they 
won three games by five points or less. 
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11. Joker Phillips, Kentucky Before: 7-6 (3-5) After: 6-7 (2-6) 

The Wildcats won one fewer game, but they were far more entertaining 
with Phillips as the boss. Kentucky's offense improved from 331.5 yards per 
game in ’09 to 427.9 in 10. 


12. Ruffin McNeill, East Carolina 
Before: 9-5 (7-1) After: 6-7 (5-3) 

With only six starters back from the 2009 
Conference USA championship team, the Pirates 
were expected to take a step back — which they 
did. But East Carolina was fun to watch in 2010; 
the Pirates averaged 437.6 yards and 36.8 points 
per game. 


13. Doc Holliday, Marshall 
Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

The Thundering Herd came oh-so-close to 
their first-ever win over West Virginia — they 
blew a 21-6 lead in the fourth quarter — and 
closed strong, winning four of their final five 
games. 


14. Tommy Tuberville, Texas Tech Before: 9-4 (5-3) After: 8-5 (3-5) 
The Red Raiders did some good things — three wins over bowl teams in 
the regular season — but they won two fewer Big 12 games and took several 
steps backward on defense. 


15. Butch Jones, Cincinnati 
Before: 12-1 (7-0) After: 4-8 (2-5) 

Yes, the Bearcats did lose Tony Pike from the 
‘09 Big East championship club, but it’s hard to 
give a coach high marks when his team’s win total dips by eight games. 


16. Dan Enos, Central Michigan Before: 12-2 (8-0) After: 3-9 (2-6) 

Enos didn’t have the luxury of coaching Dan LeFevour, but the Chips did re- 
turn four starters on the offensive line. Yet, their scoring offense dipped from 
13th in the nation to 82nd — and their win total plummeted from 12 to three. 


17. Turner Gill, Kansas Before: 5-7 (1-7) After: 3-9 (1-7) 

There were some good moments, like the upset over Georgia Tech and the 28- 
point fourth-quarter comeback vs. Colorado, but don’t forget about the 6-3 loss 
to North Dakota State and the five defeats by 28 points or more. 


18. Jeff Quinn, Buffalo Before: 5-7 (3-5) After: 2-10 (1-7) 

The Bulls beat only one FBS team (Bowling Green) and were outscored by an 
average of 13.7 points per game. In ’09, Buffalo knocked off four FBS foes and 
outscored its opponents for the season. 


19. Mike Macintyre, San Jose St. Before: 2-10 (1-7) After: 1-12 (0-8) 

The Spartans played better down the stretch — four of their final five losses 
came by seven points or less — but they finished the season ranked 115th in scor- 
ing offense and 105th in scoring defense. 


20. Bobby Hauck, UNLV Before: 5-7 (3-5) After: 2-11 (2-6) 

The Rebs did manage to win two Mountain West games, but they were alarm- 
ingly uncompetitive in their 11 losses. The average margin of defeat was 30.7 
points, and the closest loss was by 15 points. 


21. Rob lanello, Akron Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 1-11 (1-7) 

The Zips lost their first 11 games before beating Buffalo in the season finale. 
They ranked 90th or worse in all but one of the 17 major statistical categories 
maintained by the NCAA. 


22. Larry Porter, Memphis Before: 2-10 (1-7) After: 1-11 (0-8) 

The Tigers’ 2010 season was a trainwreck. They ranked 119th in the nation in 
scoring offense and 117th in scoring defense, and lost their final eight games by 
an average of 30.6 points. 
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Dontae Aycock, RB, Auburn to South Florida High school quarterback 
from Tampa was dismissed by Auburn last May after redshirting in the fall of 
2009. Had surgery in October on his right knee, but went through spring prac- 
tice without any issues. Will be part of a crowded, but talented, backfield that 
also features Colorado transfer Darrell Scott. 


Blake Ayles, TE, USC to Miami (Fla.) Ayles, the No. 1 prep tight end in 
the class of 2008, did not start a game and caught only 14 passes for 182 yards 
in his three seasons at USC. He will be eligible to play immediately due to the 
NCAA sanctions at USC. 


Ryan Bass, RB, Arizona State to Idaho Bass, a 4-star recruit from Co- 
rona, Calif., rushed for 293 yards on 55 carries in his two seasons at Arizona 
State. He will have an opportunity to start right away at Idaho. 


Brendan Beal, LB, Florida to Minnesota Beal sat out as a true freshman 
in 2008 after suffering an ACL injury and did not see any game action in '09 
as a redshirt freshman. The former U.S. Army All-American from Pennsylvania 
will have three years of eligibility ac Minnesota. 


Spencer Boyd, WR, Notre Dame to South Florida An early enrollee in 
January 2010, Boyd left Notre Dame before the beginning of his first collegiate 
season. The Florida native was recruited to play cornerback at Notre Dame but 
will likely play wide receiver at South Florida. He will have four seasons of eli- 
gibility with the Bulls. 


Arthur Brown, LB, Miami (Fla.) to Kansas State Rated the No. | line- 
backer in the nation by Scout.com in 2008, Brown failed to make a big impact 
at Miami. He played in 24 games in his two seasons, mostly on special teams. 
Will team with his brother Bryce, a running back who transferred from Ten- 
nessee. 


Bryce Brown, RB, Tennessee to Kansas State Rated the No. | prospect 
in the nation by Scout.com in 2009, Brown rushed for 460 yards (though only 
211 came vs. SEC competition) in his only season in Knoxville. He is the lead- 
ing candidate to replace 1,500-yard rusher Daniel Thomas. 


Dan Buckner, WR, Texas to Arizona Buckner left Texas in January 2010 
shortly after he was arrested on charges of criminal trespassing and resisting ar- 
rest. He started six games in ’09 and caught 45 passes for 442 yards and four 
touchdowns. He will have two years of eligibility. 


E.J. Carter, LB, Syracuse to NC State Florida native started eight games 
as a true freshman for the Orange in 2009 but left the team in early August 
2010. He will have three years of eligibility with the Pack. 


Shaquelle Evans, WR, Notre Dame to UCLA A top-100 national recruit, 
Evans caught only seven passes for 61 yards as a true freshman in 2009. He 
bolted South Bend after he was left off the two-deep released by the Notre Dame 
coaching staff on the week of the first game last fall. He will have three years 
of eligibility remaining. 

Hebron Fangupo, DT, USC to BYU Junior college transfer took a 

medical redshirt in 2009 after missing nine games with a broken left 


ankle and spent the ’10 season as a reserve. He will be eligible to play im- 
mediately due to the NCAA sanctions at USC. 


Brandon Maye, LB, Clemson to Mississippi State 
A three-year starter at Clemson, Maye will fill a big need for the Bulldogs, who lost three senior starters to grad- 
uation. Maye, who played in 2010, was granted immediate eligibility because he graduated from Clemson in May. 


Maye: Bruce L. Schwarztman; Thomas: Ric Fogel; Larmond: Al Kooistra 


Jarvis Giles, RB, South Carolina to Louisville Former 
top recruit and one-time Tennessee commitment was the 
Gamecocks’ third-leading rusher (277 yards) as a true fresh- 
man in 2009. He bolted Columbia after getting only two car- 
ries in the first three games of the ’10 season. Will have two 
years of eligibility at Louisville. 


David Gordon, CB, Arkansas to Oklahoma State Gor- 
don exceeded expectations as a true freshman in 2009, start- 
ing three games at cornerback and playing in seven others. He 
left school in the spring of 2010 following an arrest for pos- 
session of marijuana. The Tulsa native has three years of eligi- 
bility at Oklahoma State. 


Josh Haden, RB, Boston College to Toledo Haden left 
Boston College — despite having the BC logo tattooed on his 
chest — in the middle of the 2009 season while serving as 
Montel Harris’ backup. Will team with his brother, Jordan 
Haden, a defensive back who transferred from Florida and will 
be eligible in 2012. 


Jarvis Jones, LB, USC to Georgia The former U.S. 

Army All-American from Columbus, Ga., transferred back 

home after spending one season at USC. He played in eight 

games for the Trojans before suffering a season-ending neck 
injury. 


a Uona Kaveinga, LB, USC to BYU 

W Played in 16 games on special teams 

> a\ ; and as a reserve linebacker in his 
——— 


two seasons at USC. He will 
have two years of eligibility. 


Zach Maynard, QB, 
Buffalo to California 
Started for the Bulls as a 
sophomore in 2009, 
completing 57.5 per- 
cent of his passes for 
2,694 yards with 18 
touchdowns and 15 


interceptions. Trans- 
ferred to Cal after his 
half-brother (and 5- 


star recruit), Keenan 
Allen, committed to play 
for the Bears. Is the front- 
—® = tunner in a five-way bat- 
tle to replace Kevin Riley 
as the starter. 


Darrell Scott, RB, 
Colorado to South 
Florida Rated by most services 
™~ asthe No. 1 running back in the class of 

2008, Scott bolted Boulder after serving as 
Rodney Stewart's backup for two seasons. He 
rushed for 438 yards on 110 carries (4.0 average) 
as a Buff. He will have two years of eligibility. 


i 


Lamaar Thomas, WR, Ohio State to New Mexico 
The speedy Thomas, a running back in high school, 
struggled to find time in the receiver rotation in his two 
seasons at Ohio State, though he did serve as the Buck- 
eyes’ No. 1 kick returner in 2009. He landed at New 
Mexico, where he will have two seasons of eligibility. 
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Back from I NJ U RY 


These players missed the entire 2010 season with a serious injury. They'll 
be in back in ‘11 and will be expected to make a big impact. 


Ralph Bolden, RB, Purdue 
Bolden, Purdue's leading rusher in 2009 (935 yards} tore the ACL in his right 
knee last spring. He tore the same ACL as a senior in high school. 


Sterling Griffin, WR, South Florida 

Griffin started 10 games and caught 14 passes for 265 yards (18.9-yard av- 
erage] as a true freshman in 2009 but missed all of last season after dislo- 
cating his ankle and breaking a bone in his fibula last June. 


Datone Jones, DE, UCLA 

A 13-game starter as a sophomore in 
2009, Jones broke his right foot during 
preseason camp last August. 


Colin Larmond, WR, Boston College 
Larmond averaged 20.6 yards on his 29 
receptions and scored five touchdowns 
for the Eagles in 2009. A leg injury sus- 
tained in preseason camp forced him out 
of action for the entire 10 season. 


A.J. Love, WR, South Florida 
Love emerged as a big-play threat as a 
junior in 2009, averaging 18.8 yards on his 
26 catches. He missed the 2010 season 
after suffering a torn ACL in the spring 
game. 


Kai Maiava, C, UCLA 

The one-time starting guard at Colorado 
started 12 games for UCLA at center in 
2009. Missed the ‘10 season with a bro- 
ken foot. 


Moses McCray, DT, Florida State 
A projected starter on the defensive line, McCray tore the ACL in his left 
knee one week into preseason practice. He will be a junior in 2011. 


Kim Royston, DB, Minnesota 

The one-time Wisconsin Badger started every game as a junior in 2009, his 
first season with the Golden Gophers. A broken leg kept him out of the en- 
tire '10 campaign. 


Huldon Tharp, LB, Kansas 

A seven-game starter as a true freshman in 2009, Harp suffered a foot in- 
jury in spring practice last year that kept him sidelined for the entire ‘10 
season. Should slide back into the starting lineup this fall. 


Christian Tupou, DT, USC 

Tupou was expected to start at nose tackle for a third straight season but 
went down with a torn ACL in his left knee during the spring game. This 
will be his final season of eligibility. 


Robert Turbin, RB, Utah State 
Turbin was one of the nation’s top rushers in 2009, with 1,296 yards [ona 
6.3-yard average] and 13 touchdowns. A torn ACL kept him out in 2010. 


Marlon Walls, DT, Tennessee 

Walls was a strong candidate to start on the Volunteers’ defensive line as a 
sophomore in 2010 but went down with a torn Achilles tendon in preseason 
camp. 


Troy Woolfolk, CB, Michigan 

The son of former Michigan great Butch Woolfolk started all 12 games as 
a junior in 2009 but did not play last season due to a foot injury sustained in 
preseason camp. 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 19 


Ri 


“When I worked at Georgia, we had this top 
OL prospect with offers from all over the 
country coming in for a visit. His dad drove 
him down and dropped him off. After 48 
hours the dad had not come back to pick him 
up. The coaches called (the father) and said it 
was a violation for him to be on campus for 
more than 48 hours. The compliance office 
stepped in and made the kid sit on the curb 
outside the football building (Butts-Mehre 
Heritage Hall) and said we could have no con- 
tact with him. Who knows when his dad came 
back to get him. But he ended up signing with 
NC State and later was drafted in the NFL.” 
— Barry Every, Rivals.com 
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(CRUIT 


unproven 18-year-olds often fachides more 


STOI 


The competition for the signatures of 


twists and turns than a spy novel. 
Here, insiders present a few slices of 
life out on the recruiting trail. 


“T had a running back a few years ago — who ended up signing with a school on the West Coast 
— text message me on the Saturday night of his official visit, “Yo man, where are the girls at?’ ... 
Not sure if he had me mixed up with someone else or why he thought I'd know, but we found 
it amusing.” 

— Chris Level, RedRaiderSports.com 


“There was a kid named Ka’Lial Glaud from New Jersey who had an inter- 
esting idea about how to decide which college program he would choose — 
flipping a coin. That's right, flipping a coin. lowa was in the final three and 
finished third. With little time to decide, Glaud decided between Rutgers 
and West Virginia by flipping a coin on Signing Day. Heads means West Vir- 
ginia, tails and he is headed to Rutgers. He ended up with the Scarlet 
Knights.” 


— Tom Kakert, HawkeyeReport.com 


/ Kevin Minnick 


Courier-Post 


“A few years ago I was keeping close tabs on 
one wide receiver recruit that was trying to de- 
cide between a West Coast program with a 
wide-open offense and his hometown school 
in the Southeast. I was texting with this 
prospect into the night and past midnight, and 
he was completely torn up about the decision. 
He wanted more than anything to head out 
West, but his family wanted him to stay home. 
When he went to bed that night, he had de- 
cided that he would head to the West Coast. 
The next morning he signed with the home- 
town school. The lesson from my perspective 
is that any time a prospect is having a hard 
time with a decision, the smart bet ison Mom 
and the local program. As a side note, that 
prospect has yet to see significant playing time 
or make any kind of an impact.” 

— Barton Simmons, 247Sports.com 


“One of my favorite misnomers in this business 
is the perception that college coaches spend 
hours upon hours poring over high school game 
film, doing exhaustive research on players. 
There was one player from Florida who had all 
the offers anyone could imagine, but everyone 
I knew who had seen him in person said the kid 
couldn't play dead in a cowboy movie. So, I’m 
at a college prospect camp and one of the 
coaches is justifiably excited about the players 
who have shown up to his camp. And as he’s 
going over the list with me, he mentions the 
player with all of the offers, and I said ‘Coach, 
what do you like about him, I’ve heard some 
mixed reviews.’ He proudly answered, “Well, I'll 
tell you what, Miami brought him right into 
their office and offered him.’ Gee, thanks for the 
scouting report.” 

— Scott Kennedy, Scout.com/FoxSports 


“T heard from a coach about a juco safety that 
had received several Pac-10 offers, so 1 decided 
to give him a call and do a story on him. 
Called him and talked with him for maybe 30 
minutes and had a great conversation with him 
about several schools he was interested in. I 
hang up and write up the story that was going 
to run the next morning. A few hours later I 
got a text from one of our regional recruiting 
guys telling me the kid had committed to Utah 
this morning — before our conversation. I 
talked with the kid for 30 minutes about five 
schools, and he didn’t once bring up the fact 
that he had already committed. I even asked 
when he was planning on committing and he 
said not for several months. Needless to say, 
the story never ran.” 

—Bryan Fischer, CBS Sports 


“One evening during the 2011 recruiting cycle, | received a well-written e-mail from a James Wilder Jr., 
claiming he had committed to Florida. Wilder Jr., of course, was the highly regarded running back/line- 
backer from H.B. Plant High in Tampa who everybody in the country wanted, and we had heard the 
Gators, then coached by Urban Meyer, were in good shape for his services. So naturally, without thinking, 
| sent out a Tweet, Just got an e-mail from James Wilder saying he has committed to Florida.’ The thing 
went viral in a matter of minutes as other writers ‘re-tweeted’ the blurb. | quickly thought after sending it 
that it may be a hoax. | wasn’t particularly close to Wilder during the process and though it’s common for 
prospects to send out mass e-mails and texts to media members when they make a decision, something 
didn't feel right about this one. Come to find out, it was a hoax. Some clown had created a fake Facebook 
page, e-mail address, etc., for Wilder and wanted to take the media for a little ride. Unfortunately, | was 
the victim. Several newspapers picked up on the story and | had a little egg on my face for a while, but it’s 
something | will never forget. It also goes to show you that even with the coverage of college football re- 
cruiting — which hit its prime during the advancement of technology and the Internet — that it is indeed a 
brave new world we live in with regards to social media and the flow of information.” 


— J.C. Shurburtt, 247Sports.com 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 21 


“In the 1980s, there was a really good ball 
player in Illinois being nationally recruited. 
Back then, head coaches were the ones going 
out and signing the top players. They had to 
be there at 8 o'clock in the morning (on Sign- 
ing Day). Everybody was coming after this kid, 
so at 8 o'clock there were several head coaches 
waiting by the front door ready to sign this 
player. The door opens at 8 a.m. promptly and 
out walks a very famous Big Eight head coach 
who had spent the night on the kid’s couch, 
outsmarting all the other coaches. He signed 
him before any of the other schools had a shot 
to get him.” 

— Tom Lemming, CBS Sports 


“A few years ago there was a player I didn’t par- 
ticularly think much of. I asked a well respected 
offensive line coach what he thought of him. 
‘Nah, I didn’t like him. I mean we offered him 
because everyone else had, but we weren't going 
to take him.’ I asked the coach if they really of- 
fered him. He said, ‘Does he think we have?’ I 
said, ‘Yes.’ He said, “That's what we want him 
to think.” 

— Scott Kennedy, Scout.com/FoxSports 


“Just this year, one of the more bizarre recruit- 
ing situations played out that I’ve seen since 
doing this. Floyd Raven was an unknown 
prospect heading into the summer before his 
senior year. He blew up at Ole Miss’ summer 
camp and eventually committed to Ole Miss. 
However, leading up to Signing Day, he 
showed a lot of uncertainty. He decommitted 
from Ole Miss, committed to Texas A&M, de- 
committed again only to re-commit to Ole 
Miss. Heading into National Signing Day it 
was assumed that he would sign with Ole Miss 
without any kind of issues. The Letter-of-In- 
tent did arrive in Oxford that day, but as Ole 
Miss coach Houston Nutt informed the media 
later that day, Raven’s signature wasn't his own 
but his mother’s. She had forged his signature, 
and so Ole Miss didn’t accept the LOI and 
asked for another one. Raven instead signed an 
LOI and sent it to Texas A&M. Added to the 
situation is the fact that Ole Miss was in des- 
perate need of cornerbacks and assumed that 
two great ones were coming in with Raven and 
4-star Jermaine Whitehead. Not only did 
Raven shock the Ole Miss staff, but Auburn 
was able to make a Signing Day steal with 
Whitehead as well, issuing a major hit in an 
area of need for the Ole Miss class.” 

— Barton Simmons, 247Sports.com 
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RECRUITING 
WAR STORIES 


“Back in the late 1990s, | was covering Vanderbilt, and the staff was really 
after Jimmy Williams, a running back (at the time] from Baton Rouge. His 
final five schools were Florida, LSU, Notre Dame, Northwestern and Vander- 
bilt. This was the type of kid Vanderbilt never gets. About a week before 
Signing Day he committed to Northwestern. Perry Fewell, the current defen- 
sive coordinator of the Giants, was the defensive backs coach at Vanderbilt, 
and he was recruiting Williams. Perry was absolutely crushed. Well, the 
Sunday before Signing Day, | got a call from someone who told me to get in 
touch with Jimmy Williams. So | called Jimmy, and he told me that he had 
just committed to Vanderbilt. He was a very religious kid. The night before 
he prayed about his decision and went to bed as a Northwestern commit- 
ment but woke up and decided to go to Vanderbilt. He said The Man Up- 
stairs’ directed him to Vanderbilt. He played running back as a true 
freshman at Vanderbilt before switching to cornerback. He played six years 
in the NFL as corner and kick returner.” 


— Mitch Light, Athlon Sports 


Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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BY BRADEN GALL 
1. CHRIS WELLS, RB, AKRON, OH, OHIO STATE 


There was little doubt as to where Wells would end up playing college football, as his fa- 
mous quote indicated: “I think I came out of my mom's womb wanting to go to Ohio State.” 
Wells, the MVP of the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, made an immediate impact as a fresh- 
man. His 52-yard, game-changing run against Michigan helped the Buckeyes clinch a spot 
in the national title game. The next season, on the legs of the first team All-Big Ten running 
back, the Buckeyes made their second straight national title game appearance. Despite bat- 
tling nagging injuries throughout his career, Wells finished with 3,382 yards and 30 touch- 
downs in 36 games. He left school early and was selected with the 31st pick in the first round 


of the 2009 NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals. 


2. ANDRE SMITH, OL, BIRMINGHAM, AL, ALABAMA 


The nation’s No. 1 offensive lineman got his college career started with a bang when he pulled out 
the signature houndstooth hat during his creative announcement on Signing Day. The big bulldozer 
earned Freshman All-America honors in 2006, first-team All-SEC recognition in 2007 and was a con- 
sensus All-American in 2008. Smith was suspended for the Sugar Bowl after his junior season, and he 
declared for the NFL Draft shortly thereafter. He was selected in the first round by the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals. After he had disrobed defensive linemen for three years, it was a shirtless Pro Day appearance that 
has left the lasting (not-so-slender) image of Smith. 


c 
3. SAM YOUNG, OL, CORAL SPRINGS, FL, NOTRE DAME 


Young became an instant starter at Notre Dame as a freshman and was a stalwart for the 
Irish offensive line for four years. He started all 50 games of his Notre Dame career —an Irish 
record. He was selected in the sixth round of the 2010 NFL Draft by the Dallas Cowboys. 


4. GERALD MCCOY, DT, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, OKLAHOMA 

After redshirting as a freshman, McCoy went on to be a three-year starter for the Sooners. 4 
After a 34-tackle, six-sack season as a junior, McCoy earned All-America honors. He finished 
his career with 33 tackles for a loss and 14.5 sacks. McCoy was drafted No. 3 overall by the 
Tampa Bay Bucs in the 2010 NFL Draft. 


5. VIDAL HAZELTON, WR, STATEN ISLAND, NY, USC 


The public disagreement between Vidal and his father, Dexter, ex- 
tended Hazelton’s recruitment until long after Signing Day. The father, 
who wanted his son to go to Penn State, refused to sign his son’s letter- 
of-intent to USC. Finally, 23 days after Signing Day, Hazelton put pen 
to paper for the Trojans. He caught one pass as a freshman and then had 
50 receptions for 540 yards and four touchdowns as a sophomore. He was 
plagued by injuries in 2008 and then transferred to Cincinnati for his | ! 
final season of eligibility. Poised to be a big contributor in 2010 for the 4 \ 
Bearcats, Hazelton caught six passes for 63 yards in his first game, against 


Fresno State, before being carted off the field with a torn ACL that ended : 4 
= collegiate career. 
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Hazelton, Stafford: John Grieshop/Schwartzman ; Rolle: Courtland W. Richards: 


Well: Brian Ebner; Smith: Paul Levy; McCoy: Larry Smith; 


two-way star posted 411 tackles and 86 rushing touchdowns in his final three prep seasons, After | round of the 2010 NFL Draft 


—_ 
6. SERGIO KINDLE, LB, DALLAS, TX, TEXAS 73 tackles and 3.5 sacks. He T ‘\ 


From famed Woodrow Wilson High School, Kindle entered college with a gaudy résumé. The | was selected in the fourth \ 
\J 


playing a backup role as a freshman and sophomore, Kindle broke into the starting lineup as a | by the New Orleans Saints. Si Pn 
junior. He switched full-time to end as a senior and finished his career with 151 tackles, 16.5 sacks Mea (N\ § 
and 33.5 tackles for a loss. Kindle was selected by the Baltimore Ravens 13. STAFON JOHNSON, RB, AN \ 


BELLFLOWER, CA, USC 
Johnson contributed 673 yards and five 
scores as a sophomore. He battled injuries but 
returned to lead the Trojans in rushing as a jun- 
ior in 2008. In September 2009, Johnson suf- 
fered a scary weight room injury when a 
275-pound bar fell on his throat. This past Jan- 
uary, Johnson sued USC for negligence. He 
signed as an undrafted free agent with the Ten- 
nessee Titans following the 2010 NFL Draft. 


| 14. BRANDON GRAHAM, LB 
DETROIT, MI, MICHIGAN 

The two-time All-Big Ten defensive end fin- 
ished second in school history in sacks (29.5) 
and tackles for a loss (56). A second-team All- 
American as a senior, Graham was selected with 
the 13th pick in the first round of the 2010 
NFL Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles. 


in the second round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 


7. MYRON ROLLE, $, GALLOWAY, NJ, FLORIDA STATE 
Few top-10 recruits can claim similar experiences to Rolle’s. A ff 
first-team Freshman All-American, Rolle started at safety, earned 
his degree in two-and-a-half years, became the only FSU foot- 
ball player to claim the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship, post- 
poned his NFL career to study at Oxford and started a free health 
services clinic in the Bahamas called the Myron L. Rolle Foundation. 
The extraordinary safety was selected in the sixth round of the 2010 
NFL Draft by the Tennessee Titans. 


8. PERCY HARVIN, WR, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA, FLORIDA 
Few players in college football history have been as productive 
as Harvin. Used as both a receiver and running back, Harvin to- 
taled 1,929 yards receiving on 133 career receptions while rush- 
ing for 1,852 yards on 194 career attempts. He scored 32 career 
offensive touchdowns. He played in, and won, two national 
championship games. He touched the ball 14 times in each game, 
scoring in both and amassing 253 total yards. The two-time All- 
American dealt with injuries his entire career in Gainesville or the numbers could have been bet- | 15. KEILAND WILLIAMS, RB, 


ter. He was selected in the first round of the 2009 NFL Draft by the Minnesota Vikings. LAFAYETTE, LA, LSU 
A solid contributor who never truly reached 
9. MICAH JOHNSON, LB, FORT CAMPBELL, KY, KENTUCKY his potential, Williams started only three games 


Kentucky's reigning Mr. Football earned Freshman All-SEC honors in 2006. The season ended | in his career. But he played in 47, rushing for 
with Kentucky's first bowl win since 1984. In that game, a Music City Bowl victory over Clem- | 1,699 yards and 17 TDs. Williams was signed 
son, Johnson scored the only offensive touchdown of his career on his second and final rushing | by the Washington Redskins as an undrafted 
attempt. A part of the first Kentucky team to go to four straight bowl games, the two-time All- | free agent following the 2010 NFL Draft. 
SEC performer registered 285 career tackles. The Cats went 3—1 in bowl games during Johnson's 


time in Lexington. 16. C.J. SPILLER, RB 
LAKE BUTLER, FI, CLEMSON 
10. MITCH MUSTAIN, QB, SPRINGDALE, AR, ARKANSAS Spiller was 2009 ACC Player of the Year and 


Mustain had a roller-coaster ride of a college career. As part of the “Springdale 5,” he headed | only the third unanimous first-team All-Amer- 
to Fayetteville with high school head coach Gus Malzahn and three other prep teammates. Asa | ican in school history. He finished as the ACC's 
true freshman, Mustain was promoted to the starting lineup in Week 2 and fin- all-time leader in all-purpose yards with 7,588 
ished the season with an impressive 8-0 record as the starter. — second-best in Division I history. He owns 
Despite his early success, he was replaced as the starter later in the NCAA record for career kickoff return 
the year by Casey Dick, and when Malzahn left for Tulsa after touchdowns (seven) and is tied for the most 
the 06 season, Mustain decided to transfer to USC. The total return touchdowns (eight). He was se- 
perennial backup never lived up to the recruiting hype and lected ninth overall by the Buffalo Bills in the 
did not start a game during his three years at USC. He . 2010 NFL Draft. 
was arrested this past February for selling prescription 
amphetamines. 


11. MATTHEW STAFFORD, OB, DALLAS, TX, GEORGIA 
Stafford enrolled early at Georgia and became the first true freshman 
to start for the Bulldogs at quarterback since 1991 (Eric Zeier). The 
burly passer finished with 7,731 passing yards and 51 touchdowns in his 
three seasons. Stafford led the SEC in total offense in his final year in 
Athens while setting the single-season school record for passing touch- 
downs (25). His 3,459 passing yards that year were second-best in {_ 
Georgia history. Stafford declared early for the NFL Draft and was | 
taken with the first overall pick by the Detroit Lions in 2009, 


12. AL WOODS, DT, ELTON, LA, LSU 

Woods played in six games as a freshman and was consid- 
ered by many as the top backup defensive tackle in the SEC 
as a sophomore. After a disappointing junior season, Woods 
started all 13 games as a senior. He finished his career with 


17. JAI EUGENE, CB, 

ST. ROSE, LA, LSU 

Eugene, a contributor on the 
2007 Tigers’ BCS National Champi- 
onship team, finished with 51 games 
played and 12 starts. He played three 
seasons at corner before moving to safety and 
finished with 93 tackles and one interception. 


18. MICHAEL GOODSON, RB 
KLEIN, TX, TEXAS A&M 

Goodson was Big 12 Freshman of the Year, 
rushing for 847 yards at a league-high 6.7-yard 
clip. His rushing totals dropped every year, 
from 847 to 711 to 406. Goodson declared 
early for the NFL Draft and was selected in the 
fourth round in 2009 by the Carolina Panthers. 
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19. STEPHEN SCHILLING, OL, BELLEVUE, WA, MICHIGAN 

A model of consistency, Schilling started 49 — good for second-best in school history by an 
offensive lineman — of a possible 50 career games. He spent his first two seasons starting at right 
tackle before holding down the left guard spot for his final two years. The 2007 Freshman All- 
American earned three straight Hugh R. Rader Memorial Awards, given to the team’s top of- 
fensive lineman. 


20. EDDIE JONES, DE, KILGORE, TX, TEXAS 

Jones played in 50 games in his four seasons in Austin, starting eight times. He finished his ca- 
reer with 111 tackles, 24 tackles for a loss and 13.5 sacks. As a senior, Jones earned UT’s Com- 
munity Service Award. 


tor but saw his touches decrease every season, 
due in part to nagging injuries. He set career 
highs in 2008 with 617 yards and nine total 
touchdowns. Yet, he totaled only 355 yards 
rushing over his final two seasons with only 
one touchdown. 


27. JARRED FAYSON, ATH 
TAMPA, FL, FLORIDA 

Fayson earned a national championship ring 
with the Gators in 2006 and was a contributor 
at running back, wide receiver and on special 
teams in 2007. After deciding to transfer to Illi- 
nois, Fayson sat out the 2008 campaign. He 
played sparingly in 2009, finishing with 16 
catches for 218 yards and one touchdown. He 
became a bigger part of the offense as a senior 
in 2010, setting career highs in receptions (38) 
and yards (355). 


28. ALLEN BRADFORD, ATH 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA, USC 

The safety turned running back saw action 
in 24 of his first 26 games for the Trojans before 
a bad hip injury ended his junior season. He 
was allowed to redshirt that season (2008) and 
returned to the lineup in 2009, finishing as the 
team’s No. 2 rusher with 668 yards and eight 
touchdowns. Bradford began his final season as 
the starter and ended his career with a 212-yard 
swan song in a win over rival UCLA. He 
rushed for 1,585 yards and 16 touchdowns as 
a Trojan. 


21. TAYLOR MAYS, $, SEATTLE, WA, USC 

The son of former NFL defensive lineman Stafford Mays earned his first career start in the sec- 
ond week of his true freshman season. He started the next 12 games and became only the third 
Trojan in school history to earn Pac-10 Freshman of the Year honors. Mays earned third-team 
All-America honors from the AP in 2007 before claiming consensus first-team All-America recog- 
nition following his junior and senior seasons. The Thorpe Award finalist in 2009 finished his 
career with 276 total tackles, five interceptions and three Rose Bowl titles. Mays was selected in 
the second round of the 2010 NFL Draft by the San Francisco 49ers. Interestingly, Mays’ for- 
mer coach, Pete Carroll (now in Seattle), passed on his former safety to select Texas safety Earl 
Thomas in the first round, prompting a verbal sparring match between the two. 


22. LESEAN MCCOY, RB, HARRISBURG, PA, MIAMI 

McCoy originally signed with Miami but ended up in prep school after ()¥ ; 
failing to qualify academically, In his first season at Pitt, McCoy 
exploded onto the scene by setting a then-Big East freshman 
rushing record with 1,328 yards. He broke Tony Dorsett’s Pitt 
freshman records for points (90) and rushing touchdowns 
(14). He ended his first season by rushing for 148 yards as the 
Panthers, a 28-point underdog, shocked West Virginia in the 
Backyard Brawl. McCoy earned unanimous Freshman All- 
America honors as well as the Big East Freshman of the @ 
Year award. As a sophomore, McCoy rushed for 1,403 
yards and 23 touchdowns and was named to several All- 
America teams. He declared for the NFL Draft after only two sea- 
sons at Pitt and was selected by the Philadelphia Eagles in the 
second round in 2009. 


23. DEON BEASLEY, CB, ORANGE, TX, TEXAS 


Beasley played in 45 games in his four-year career, with 12 
starts. He recorded 99 tackles, 18 passes deflected, three interceptions and two sacks, 


24. JAMAR HORNSBY, ATH, JACKSONVILLE, FL, FLORIDA 


As a sign of things to come, Hornsby was suspended for five games of his redshirt fresh- 
man season (2007) for illegally selling his complimentary game tickets. Then in May 2008, 
he was arrested for using the credit card of a former Florida student who had been killed in 
a motorcycle accident the previous October. He was kicked off the Florida football team 
and eventually signed with Ole Miss in February 2009, though he never played a down for 
the Rebels. Hornsby was released from his scholarship in July 2009 after he was indicted on 
a felony assault charge for attacking a man with brass knuckles in March 2009 at a Mc- 
Donald's drive-thru. Last summer, Hornsby was sentenced to six months in prison and fined. 
However, his second crime violated the terms of his first arrest’s probation and resulted in 
another 90-day jail sentence that began in February. 


25. NATE BYHAM, TE, FRANKLIN, PA, PITTSBURGH 

Byham made little impact in the passing game for the Panthers, finishing his career with 
47 receptions, 612 yards and three scores. But his final season was his best as a Panther de- 
spite catching only 10 passes. The bruising second-team All-Big East blocker paved the way 
for Dion Lewis’ record-setting freshman campaign in 2009. As one of the nation’s top block- 
ing tight ends, Byham was drafted by the 49ers in the sixth round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 


26. C.J. CABLE, ATH, SYLMAR, CA, USC 


Gable got his career started with a bang against Arkansas in 2006 when he became the 
first freshman running back to start a season opener for USC. Gable was a solid contribu- 


29. TIM TEBOW, QB 
PONTA VERDA BEACH, FL, FLORIDA 

Tebow might be the most decorated player 
in the history of college football. He won two 
national championship rings and a Heisman 
Trophy, and he set a slew of school, conference 
and national records. As a freshman, Tebow 
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6,498. Murray also owns the T ) 
Sooner school mark for career } 
touchdowns (64) and career re- 4 

ceiving yards by a running back if 
(1,512 on 157 receptions). He 
finished with 3,685 rushing yards 


in 50 career games, 


38. DEANTWAN WHITEHEAD, DE, 
BIRMINGHAM, AL, LOUISVILLE 

Nicknamed “Peanut,” the defensive end 
played in all 13 games as a freshman and the 
first nine games of his sophomore season. But 
shortly after sustaining an injury against West 
Virginia in November 2007, Whitehead was 
diagnosed with congenital cervical spinal steno- 
sis, permanently ending his football career. 


39. CARL JOHNSON, OL, 
DURHAM, NC, FLORIDA 

Johnson redshirted during the Gators’ na- 
tional championship run in 2006. By 2008, he 
was entrenched as the starting left guard as the 
Gators won the national title. He finished his 
career with 33 starts in 50 career games. “Big 
Carl” was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease dur- 
ing his freshman year, which has led in part to 
his weight troubles. At 361 pounds, Johnson 
was the heaviest player at the 2011 Combine. 


40. KONRAD REULAND, TE, 
MISSION VIEJO, CA, NOTRE DAME 
Reuland played in only 10 games at Notre 
Dame before transferring to Saddleback (Calif.) 
College in September of his sophomore season. 
He then enrolled at Stanford, where he caught 
27 passes for 351 yards in two-plus seasons. 


performed spot duty on a national championship team. The following season, Tebow became the 
first player in Division I history to throw and run for 20 touchdowns in a season — also becoming 
the first sophomore to claim the Heisman. He led the 2008 Gators to an SEC title and the 
school’s second national championship in three years. As a senior, he saw his bid for a third na- 
tional title come up short when the Gators lost to Alabama in the 2009 SEC Championship 
Game. The Maxwell and Davey O’Brien Trophy winner finished his UF career with 
,285 yards passing, 2,947 yards rushing and 145 total touchdowns. The Denver 
Broncos traded up to select Tebow with the 25th pick in the 2010 NFL Draft. 


30. CONNOR SMITH, OL, CINCINNATL OH, OHIO STATE 
The son of former Buckeye offensive lineman Joe Smith (1979-82) 
earned Gatorade Ohio Player of the Year honors in 2005. He was a 
) four-year lettermen for the Buckeyes but did not start a game in his 


career. 


31. RICKY SAPP, DE, BAMBERG, SC, CLEMSON 

Sapp continued the recent trend of stellar defensive ends at Clem- 
son. The three-year starter played in 50 games, starting 36. He fin- 
ished his Tiger career with 160 tackles, 41 tackles for a loss and 16 
sacks. Sapp was selected in the fifth round of the 2010 NFL Draft 
by the Philadelphia Eagles. 


32. AKEEM HEBRON, LB, CAITHERSBURG, MD, GEORGIA 

After spending one season redshirting and another at junior college, 
Hebron finally hit the field in a Georgia uniform in 2008. He appeared in only 16 games over 
his three seasons in Athens. His tenure was marred by a severe ankle injury suffered near the end 
of the 2008 season. He made 10 total tackles in his Bulldog career. 


33. BRANDON SPIKES, LB, SHELBY, NC, FLORIDA 

Spikes lettered as a true freshman on the 2006 national championship team, then stepped into 
a starting role as a sophomore and quickly established himself as the heart and soul of the Gator 
defense. The 2009 first-team All-American finished his career with 39 starts (in 47 games), 307 
total tackles, 31.5 tackles for a loss and 6.5 sacks. He was a Butkus Award finalist, won two na- 
tional championships and was a two-time All-SEC performer. An eye-gouging incident against 
Georgia running back Washaun Ealey generated questions about his character and likely cost 
the star linebacker a chance at being a first-round pick. The New England Patriots selected Spikes 
with the 62nd overall pick in the 2010 draft. 


34, JAMES ALDRIDGE, RB, ST. LOUIS, MO, NOTRE DAME 

After dealing with a knee injury that limited him to only seven games his freshman 
season, Aldridge became the first Irish running back to top the 100-yard mark in his 
first career start since Tony Fisher in 1999 when he gained 104 yards against Michi- 
gan State in 2007. It was one of only two 100-yard games in his career. Aldridge led 
Notre Dame in rushing as a sophomore but never lived up to the lofty recruiting sta- 
tus. He finished his career with only 979 yards and three scores. 


35. ANTONIO LOGAN-EL, OL, FORESTVILLE, MD, PENN STATE 

In one of the more disrespectful signing announcements, Logan-El, a one-time 
Maryland commitment, tossed several hats to the ground at a crowded restaurant be- 
fore picking Penn State. He lasted only one season, however. He transferred to Tow- 
son but spent only one year with the Tigers. He quit football for good in August 2008. 


36. DORIN DICKERSON, ATH, IMPERIAL, PA, PITTSBURGH 

Dickerson began his career as a wide receiver, playing in eight games as a freshman. 
Asa sophomore, he was moved to strong-side linebacker and played in all 12 games. 
In his junior season, his first as a tight end, he started two games. Dickerson then ex- 
ploded onto the scene as a senior, earning All-America honors after catching 49 passes 
for 529 yards and 10 touchdowns. Dickerson was selected by the Houston Texans in 
the seventh round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 


37. DEMARCO MURRAY, RB, LAS VECAS, NV, OKLAHOMA 

After redshirting in 2006, Murray took little time making his presence felt, scoring 
five touchdowns against North Texas in his first game as a Sooner. The dynamic triple- 
threat performer dealt with multiple injuries during his time in Norman, but that 
did not keep him from becoming OU’s career all-purpose yards record-holder with 
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JURISPRUDENCE 


THERE IS NO METHOD 
TO THE MADNESS 


by Brett McMurphy 


ez Bryant lied about eating din- 

ner with Deion Sanders. A.J. 

Green sold his bowl jersey. Jim 

Tressel withheld information 

from his employers regarding 
NCAA violations committed by several of his 
best players, 

Bryant missed an entire season. Green was 
forced to sit out four games. Tressel will make 
over $3.5 million dollars this season. 

Fair? Of course not. Welcome to today’s 
world of college athletics. 

In the past several years, we've seen coaches 
and bowl executives ask for and accept illegal 
payments and benefits. We've had some (al- 
leged) pay-for-play schemes. We've had players 
selling memorabilia, getting free tattoos and re- 


$1,000 to a sports agent. The NCAA sus- 
pended him immediately for the first four 
games of the 2010 season. 

Meanwhile, at Ohio State, quarterback Ter- 
relle Pryor and four teammates sold jerseys, 
championship rings, trophies and other mem- 
orabilia to a Columbus, Ohio, tattoo parlor 
owner. They also received improper benefits 
from the tattoo parlor and its owner. Pryor re- 
ceived $2,500 for his items, and the other four 
teammates each received between $1,000- 
1,500. The announcement came a week before 
the Sugar Bowl, prompting bowl CEO Paul 
Hoolahan to lobby the school and the Big Ten 
to allow the five Buckeyes to play “to preserve 
the integrity” of the game. So, the five players 
from Tattoo U. participated in the Sugar Bowl, 


And we haven't even mentioned the penal- 
ties (or lack thereof) involving the saga of 
Auburn quarterback Cam Newton and his fa- 
ther’s alleged pay-for-play plan, or Tressel’s 
laundry list of lies and deceit at Ohio State. Or 
USC and Reggie Bush, North Carolina and 
agents, Alabama and agents, Oregon and re- 
cruiting services, and on and on and on. 

“The NCAA has either changed its rules or 
they now also believe in Santa Claus and the 
Easter Bunny,” says Tom Penders, former bas- 
ketball coach at Houston and Texas. 

“Tr’s totally fine now for recruiters to pay off 
parents, relatives or friends of a recruit as long 
as the athlete doesn’t know what's going on. 
Wow, the NCAA has just opened a can of mag- 


gots that they may never recover from. 


The most troubling aspect is the lack of consistency or, in some cases, 
just common sense. To paraphrase a popular NCAA infraction, the NCAA itself 
is suffering from a lack of institutional accountability. 


ceiving hundred-dollar handshakes from boost- 
ers. And, most notably, we've had coaches and 
players lying to school and NCAA officials to 
cover up illegal acts and/or to keep players eli- 
gible. 

Even with all the corruption, what gives off 
an even bigger stench is the way the NCAA has 
been consistently inconsistent in dealing with 
some of the rule-breakers. 

Here are a couple of examples. Please try to 
follow along. It’s not easy. 

In May 2009, Bryant, then a standout wide 
receiver at Oklahoma State, dined with Sanders 
— which was nota rules violation — but then 
lied about it to NCAA investigators. He was 
suspended for the rest of the 2009 season, a 10- 
game penalty that ultimately ended his college 
career. 

A year later, Tennessee basketball coach 
Bruce Pearl misled and lied to NCAA investi- 
gators. He hosted a barbecue at his house and 
invited a high school junior, which was against 
the rules. Then a photo of Pearl and the player 
surfaced, and Pearl claimed he was unaware 
where the photo had been taken. Surprise: It 
was shot in Pearl’s home. Pearl’s punishment 
for lying to the NCAA and allegedly asking a 
recruit to lie on his behalf? A measly eight- 
game suspension during a 34-game season — 
or two fewer games than Bryant received a year 
earlier for not breaking any NCAA rules. (It 
must be noted that Pearl’s suspension was 
handed down by the SEC — not the NCAA.) 

Then there was Green, an All-America wide- 
out at Georgia. He had the audacity to sell his 
Independence Bowl game-worn jersey for 


and the NCAA said the suspensions would not 
take effect until next year, even though there 
was a very real possibility none of the players 
would return in 2011. 

NCAA: Non-Consistent Athletic Associa- 
tion. 

Okay, so non-consistent isn’t a word. I made 
it up. Just as it appears, based on the incredible 
amount of inconsistency in the past several 
months, that the NCAA is making up its pun- 
ishments on the fly. 


“Important safety tip: 
Players cannot sell their own stuff. 
The school and the NCAA can 
sell the players, though.” 


— Tweet from ESPN basketball analyst, 
lawyer and former Duke center Jay Bilas 


“There isn’t a coach in any sport in the 
NCAA that can believe how the NCAA ruled 
in Cam Newton's case.” 

Ah yes, the Cam Newton case. Daddy (al- 
legedly) offered up his son for $180,000. The 
NCAA said Newton's father broke rules by 
shopping his son to another school, but New- 
ton’s punishment was basically nothing. He 
was ruled ineligible on a weekday and rein- ° 
stated less than a day later. He never missed a 
game. He went on to win the Heisman Trophy 
and led Auburn to the BCS national title. 

“Important safety tip: Players cannot sell 
their own stuff,” ESPN basketball analyst and 
former Duke center Jay Bilas tweeted. “The 
school and the NCAA can sell the players, 
though.” 

In the Newton case, the NCAA opened a 
huge loophole in its enforcement process. Any 
player who is for sale during his recruitment 
simply needs to shift the blame to a family 
member or friend and use the Sgt. Schultz de- 
fense from “Hogan's Heroes’: “I know nothing! 
Nothing! I see nothing!” 

Sonny Vaccaro, the basketball power-broker 
who has had some battles through the years 
with the NCAA, was shocked by the ruling. 

“The NCAA just gave cover to every middle 
man in the country,” Vaccaro told Yahoo! 
Sports. “The kids never know. In all my years, 
I’ve never heard of a kid being involved in the 
negotiation. You think they ask? Of course not. 
Their mom asks. Their coach asks. Their 
cousin asks. This is crazy.” 

Crazy pretty much sums up Pearl's and Tres- 
sel’s behavior. As the supposed leaders of young 
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men, these two coaches continued telling fibs 
and spinning yarns right up until the moment 
that they got caught. 

Joe Gottfried was an athletic director at 
South Alabama for 26 years until retiring in 
2009. He was absolutely exasperated by the 
Pearl situation. 

After Pearl intentionally misled and lied to 
NCAA investigators, the school held a press 
conference to announce the NCAA violations. 
During the press conference, Pearl wept, say- 
ing he was so, so sorry. It will never happen 
again, he vowed. Yet, four days later, he al- 
legedly committed another violation, making 
improper contact with a recruit. 

“T was in college athletics for almost 40 years, 
and it really bothers me personally,” Gottfried 
told The New York Times. “How do you look 
a faculty member or a student-athlete in the 
eye if you're condoning cheating or lying more 
than once? When you get recruits to lie, how 
far will you go? I would be embarrassed if] was 
a trustee or an alum of Tennessee.” 

Pearl was fired — but not until after the sea- 
son ended and the Vols had made the NCAA 


Tournament. 


“l also think (the NCAA) may 
be a little misguided. 

I think sometimes, instead of 
going after the bank robbers, 
we're going after 
the parking violators.” 


— Rich Rodriguez 


“It’s totally fine now for recruiters to pay off parents, relatives or 
friends of a recruit as long as the athlete doesn’t know what's going on. 
Wow, the NCAA has just opened a can of maggots that they may 
never recover from. There isn’t a coach in any sport in the NCAA 
that can believe how the NCAA ruled in Cam Newton's case.” 


Tressel, meanwhile, remains employed — 
somehow — despite a paper trail as long as 
Script Ohio. 

Tressel received an e-mail in April 2010 no- 
tifying him that two of his players were selling 
memorabilia — which is against NCAA rules 
— to a man who was the subject of a federal 
drug-trafficking case. Tressel’s e-mail response: 
“T will get on it ASAP” 

However, Tressel did not mention it to Ohio 
State athletic director Gene Smith or the 
school’s compliance department for nine 
months. If he had, it’s possible the players 
would have been ruled ineligible for the season, 
costing the Buckeyes a sixth consecutive Big 
Ten crown. 

Tressel’s reasoning: He was worried that sit- 
ting the players during the season would raise 
a “whole new set of questions.” 

So basically Tressel withheld information 
about players breaking NCAA rules, and he 
was suspended for a grand total of two games, 
against Akron and Toledo, a pair of Mid-Amer- 
ican teams that are considered neither Legends 
nor Leaders. Tressel also was fined $250,000 
for violating NCAA rules by failing to notify 
school officials. Last season, Tressel made $3.89 


— Tom Penders 


million, so his $250,000 fine is the equivalent 
of about a $6,400 fine for someone making 
$100,000. Hardly life-changing. 

Adding to the lunacy was the reaction from 
Ohio State president E. Gordon Gee. He was 
asked if he considered firing Tressel since, you 
know, the coach basically broke NCAA rules 
and then violated clauses in his contract by cov- 
ering up the NCAA violations. 

“No, are you kidding me?” Gee said. “Let me 
be very clear: I’m just hoping the coach doesn't 
dismiss me.” 

Tressel violated NCAA Bylaw 10.1, requir- 
ing coaches and others to be truthful and forth- 
coming about possible NCAA violations. The 
Columbus Dispatch reported that since 2006, 
the NCAA had sanctioned 27 schools for vio- 
lating Bylaw 10.1. Of the 27 schools, there 
were 12 coaches involved. Only one before 
Tressel kept his job. The others either resigned 
or were fired by their schools. 

Despite Ohio State's seven full-time employ- 
ees in its compliance office, one of the largest in 
the country, the NCAA indicated — with a 
straight face — that the Ohio State players “did 
not receive adequate rules education during the 
time period the violations occurred.” 
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Gee: Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg/Getty Images 


Yet from 2000-09, Ohio State reported 375 
violations to the NCAA — the most in the 
country among the 69 schools who submitted 
records for the investigation, according to the 
Dispatch. 

Ohio State later appealed to have the play- 
ers’ suspensions reduced, but was not success- 
ful. At the same time, Tressel took one for the 
team. He “volunteered” to increase his suspen- 
sion from two games to five games. 

The most troubling aspect is the lack of con- 
sistency or, in some cases, just common sense. 
To paraphrase a popular NCAA infraction, the 
NCAA itself is suffering from a lack of institu- 
tional accountability. 


had absolutely no knowledge of the loans, but 
it didn’t matter to the NCAA this time. 

“This outcome appears to be inconsistent 
with other recent, widely discussed NCAA de- 
cisions,” said Baylor athletic director Ian 
McCaw, not so subtly referring to the NCAA's 
handling of the 2010 Heisman Trophy winner. 

Then there is UConn basketball coach Jim 
Calhoun. In February, he was cited by the 
NCAA “for failure to promote an atmosphere 
of compliance.” As part of the penalties, Cal- 
houn received a three-game suspension from 
the NCAA. The organization stipulated that 
Calhoun sit out three games next season, but 
he volunteered to serve the suspension imme- 


world of sports is going on here?” 

That's the biggest complaint from fans, 
coaches and athletes about the NCAA’s recent 
rulings: What in the wide, wide world of sports 
is going on here? 

NCAA President Mark Emmert has finally 
acknowledged that there is a problem main- 
taining credibility with the public. 

“The integrity of the collegiate model of ath- 
letics right now is challenged in lots of ways,” 
Emmert said in March. “Any time you've got 
high-profile, controversial cases, people walk 
away scratching their head and we had some of 
those this year. We have to be clear about what 
our values are, what we're trying to promote, 


“The integrity of the collegiate model of athletics right now is challenged in a lot of ways. 
Any time you've got high-profile, controversial cases, people walk away scratching their 
heads, and we've had some of those this year.” 

— NCAA President Mark Emmert 


“I think the power the major conferences 
have over the NCAA is significant,” Gottfried 
told the Times, “Unless they send a strong mes- 
sage, this will continue. There is no deterrent. 
I think the deterrent is going to come in the 
form of the infractions committee.” 

Besides the examples listed already, there are 
dozens of others. These aren't simple apples-to- 
apples — or make that rotten-apples-to-rotten- 
apples — comparisons, but the differing 
punishments are mind-boggling. 

In the NCAAs report of USC’s football team 
in 2010, the sport’s governing body cited “un- 
ethical conduct” and “failure to report knowl- 
edge of NCAA violations.” The NCAA also 
found USC assistant coach Todd McNair had 
or should have had knowledge of violations in- 
volving former USC running back Reggie 
Bush’s receipt of improper benefits and should 
have reported them. 

The NCAA nailed McNair for “signing a 
document certifying he had no knowledge of 
NCAA violations.” Tressel signed the same 
document at Ohio State. 

Also, USC tailback Dillon Baxter served a 
one-game suspension for receiving a golf cart 
ride across campus from another student — 
who also happened to be a certified NFL agent. 
Did the punishment fit the crime? 

In March, Baylor freshman forward Percy 
Jones was ruled ineligible by the NCAA be- 
cause his mother accepted a series of three 
short-term loans from his summer coach. Jones 


diately during the 2010-11 season. The NCAA 
said no, 

Why would the NCAA delay the suspen- 
sion? What if Calhoun chose not to return for 
the 2011-12 season? Then he basically would 
not have been punished. 


To quote Slim Pickens’ character Taggart in 
Blazing Saddles: “What in the wide, wide 


“Let me be very clear: 
I'm just hoping the coach 
doesn’t dismiss me.” 


— Ohio State president E. Gordon Gee 


how we go about our business.” 

Former Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez be- 
lieves the NCAA is too worried about enforc- 
ing the minor rules and not taking care of the 
bigger problems facing the sport. 

“Talso think (the NCAA) may be a little mis- 
guided,” Rodriguez says. “I think sometimes, 
instead of going after the bank robbers, we're 
going after the parking violators.” 

The parking violators and the bank robbers 
are making a lot of money these days, record 
amounts of money. At least 63 college football 
coaches earned more than $1 million last year 
— led by Alabama's Nick Saban, who topped 
the $6 million mark in 2010, according to the 
Tuscaloosa News. 

The parking violators and bank robbers are 
also selling a lot of books. Ironically, Tressel had 
to cancel a book signing earlier this year to ap- 
pear at a press conference about his NCAA vi- 
olations. Tressel’s book is titled: Life Promises 
for Success: Promises From God on Achieving 
Your Best. It’s a follow up to his 2008 book: 
The Winners Manual: For The Game of Life. 

Winners Manual? The most recent public 
figure to use “winning” as a rallying cry had a 
huge meltdown. And that’s exactly what is in 
store for the NCAA if there aren't some drastic 
changes made, according to former Ivy League 
commissioner Jeff Orleans. 

“The asteroid,” said Orleans on HBO's 
Real Sports, “is waiting to hit planet college 
athletics.” 
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Aaron Murray (far right) had to bide his 
time during a frustrating — but ultimately 
neficial — redshirt season, a rite of 


ca yy 
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The redshirt season — that transition from hyped 
recruit to game-day spectator — is a painful and 
humbling but sometimes necessary step in a 
player’s development 

by Michael Bradley 


bout halfway through the 2009 season, Aaron Murray finally under- 

stood. It hadn't been an easy couple of months for the Georgia freshman. 

He had played quarterback since he was about eight years old, and that 

meant a game every Friday or Saturday during the fall. The idea of run- 
ning some other team’s offense every week, soaking in the ambience of SEC foot- 
ball on the road and signaling plays from the sidelines didn’t exactly appeal to 
him. 

“[’m a competitor,” Murray says. “I wanted to play.” 

Instead of arriving in Athens from Plant Senior High School in Tampa and 
walking into a starting position, Murray redshirted while fifth-year senior Joe Cox 
ran the offense. Murray piloted the scout team and tried to learn as much as he 
could from Bulldogs’ offensive coordinator Mike Bobo and Cox. Although Mur- 
ray now admits it was “beneficial” to take the year off, his attitude during the first 
part of the 09 campaign wasn’t so positive. 

“Not playing every Friday and Saturday stunk,” he says. “In the end, it was the 
best thing for me. It helped me (in 2010) with the adjustment.” 

It certainly did. Murray had a dynamic debut for the Bulldogs, throwing for 
3,049 yards — the second-most ever by an SEC freshman — and completing 
61.1 percent of his passes. He threw 24 TD passes and only eight interceptions 
while compiling a 154.48 passer rating, 14th in the country. He was a consensus 
freshman All-American and enters the ’11 season as one of the rising QB stars in 
the country. Without the year to learn and grow, Murray probably wouldn't have 
had such an impressive debut. 

“When you're a quarterback in the SEC, the more reps you get, the more pre- 
pared you are,” Murray says. “SEC defenses are fast, and every day when I was 
going against our (first-team) defense, it taught me what I can and can’t do as a 
quarterback.” 

Across the FBS landscape, players like Murray experience an introduction to 
football that is much different from what they dream about — and are often sold 
— during recruiting. Instead of thrilling fans with their exploits, they become 
fans, cheering on the players they help prepare during the week. It’s a humbling 
experience, but it has a great benefit for player and team. Bodies grow stronger and 
more capable of handling full-time work against 22-year-old men. But it isn’t easy 
to wait, especially when other freshmen gain immediate playing time (based often 
on position or team need), and folks back home are wondering why you aren't 
playing. 

Murray's teammate, linebacker Christian Robinson, redshirted a year earlier 
and felt left out while lifting and practicing on the scout team. Unlike Murray, he 
didn’t travel with the team. Mostly, he just waited his turn. 

“Everybody forgets your name,” Robinson says. “The recruiting is over. They 
got you.” 

Some players know ahead of time they will be sitting out, especially if they play 
on the line, where size and strength requirements mandate a year of close en- 
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counters with the weight room and a regular 
diet of protein shakes. But at a time when more 
true freshmen than ever are making contribu- 
tions at the highest levels (11 true freshman, 
including starting running back Michael Dyer, 
were on BCS national champ Auburn's depth 
chart last season), waiting can be a severe blow 
to a former prep star's ego. 

“Some of my friends from home would say, 
“We didn’t see you on Saturday. Where are 
you?” Robinson says. “I told them, ‘I’m work- 
ing.” You have to learn not to take yourself so 
seriously.” 

Redshirting is hardly a new concept, even 
though the process was quite an eye-opener for 
Murray and Robinson. The first recorded red- 
shirt season occurred in 1937, when Nebraska 
sophomore guard Warren Alfson requested a 


can’t always be the case, especially with line- 
men. When NC State redshirt freshman Andy 
Jomantas played at Chaminade-Julienne High 
School in Dayton, Ohio, he was 6'7", 235 
pounds, hardly the ideal weight for a collegiate 
offensive tackle. Just about every one of the 
schools recruiting him (he had interest from 
Kansas, Cincinnati, UConn and some MAC 
schools, in addition to NC State) talked about 
redshirting. Only Ball State said he would get 
an immediate opportunity to play. That's what 
happens when you go from an outside line- 
backer your freshman year of high school to the 
O-line as a senior. 

Jomantas spent the 2010 season on the Wolf- 
pack scout team, dressing only for home games 
and staying in Raleigh when the team played 
on the road. He would arrive at the stadium 45 


“Everybody forgets your name. 


The recruiting is over. They got you.” 
— Redshirted linebacker Christian Robinson of Georgia 


year off because there were too many experi- 
enced players ahead of him at his position. AlF 
son’ decision was a good one, since he became 
an All-Big 6 guard in 1939 and an All-Ameri- 
can in ’40. The practice gained popularity in 
the 1960s, when schools began to sit players 
out during their sophomore seasons (freshmen 
were ineligible) in order to get more out of 
them down the line. Some tried to abolish the 
practice, and the fledgling AFL enraged schools 
by signing players after their fourth seasons in 
college, reasoning that since their classes had 
graduated, they were fair game. 

Redshirting grew in popularity in the 70s 
and ’80s, as schools built strong pipelines of 
more mature players who would give teams ad- 
vantages as they reached their fifth seasons on 
campus. But though some schools still redshirt, 
in large part to use time as an ally in making 
solid players capable of competing with rivals’ 
4- and 5-star talent, many are abandoning the 
practice. They cite better prep coaching as 
being responsible for freshmen’s increased 
preparation for immediate playing time and 
reason that if a player is going to leave school 
after three seasons, it’s best to get every bit of 
service out of him they can. 

“We can get them ready faster by throwing 
them into the fire and putting their redshirt 
year into the bank as security against future in- 
jury,” Florida State linebackers coach Greg 
Hudson says. “In this day of 85 scholarships, 
the future is now. IF you can play, you play.” 

Coaches may want every incoming player to 
contribute, if only on special teams, but that 
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minutes before the game and put on his uni- 
form; since he wasn't playing, there was no 
need to warmup. He did have one thrill, get- 
ting to carry the American flag onto the field 
for the Pack’s season opener against Western 
Carolina after being named scout team Player 
of the Week. But that was the most action he 
saw on game days. The rest of his time was 
spent emulating the tackles NC State's defense 
would face from week to week, and that was all 
right with him. 

“I's not like I wasn’t getting enough foot- 
ball,” Jomantas says. “I tried to look at the dif- 
ferent guys I was imitating each week and do 
the best I could. One week, I was (Boston Col- 
lege All-American) Anthony Costanzo. I don’t 
know how well I did it, especially with him. 
But it kept it interesting for me, and it helped 
the defense, too.” 

Jomantas and his mates got the opportunity 
to lift more often than other young players, 
since they had free run of the weight room 
when the team was on the road. He also fo- 
cused on his weight-gain program and emerged 
from his redshirt season weighing 280 pounds, 
after arriving on campus at about 260. “I defi- 
nitely learned a lot,” he says. “I realized how 
different the game is. It’s a lot faster. I think I 
matured as a football player.” 

Iowa senior Mike Daniels experienced a sim- 
ilar situation to Jomantas, arriving on campus 
as a 230-pound defensive tackle in need of 
some serious bulking up in order to handle 
trench life in the Big Ten. He had genetics on 
his side, since “my dad's a pretty big guy, and 


the men on my mother’s side are pretty tall, so 
it’s in the genes,” but Daniels also needed time. 
And he needed Iowa strength and conditioning 
coach Chris Doyle, who helped him become 
the 275-pound bulwark he is today. “Coach 
Doyle is a genius when it comes to building up 
players,” Daniels says. 

Like Robinson, Daniels experienced some 
difficulty with the idea of sitting out, but he 
quickly overcame his disappointment and con- 
centrated on improving his technique by prac- 
ticing on the scout team against Hawkeye 
starters. He was also able to get close with his 


fellow redshirts, something that he believes has 
served them as they have continued at Iowa. 

“(Redshirting) builds a bond,” he says. 
“You're on the scout team together, You're in 
meetings together. You live with each other in 
the dorm. During away games, there’s nothing 
to do but get together and watch the team play 
on TV. It’s a great team-building experience.” 

When Daniels’ brother, Sean, arrived at Tem- 
ple last summer as a freshman, he had no idea 
whether he was going to play or sit out a year. 
“But I had the right mindset,” he says. “I went 
out to grind every day and earn a spot.” Sean 
did play for the Owls, registering 10 tackles 
and four sacks as a defensive end, but admits 
that being on the field made his adjustment to 
college tougher. “It was time-consuming,” he 
says. “You had to know how to plan your day. 
The coaching staff helped me.” 

While Sean Daniels was taking a double class 
load as a freshman, studying in school and in 
the football meeting room, Pittsburgh senior 
defensive tackle Myles Caragein had the op- 
portunity as a freshman to focus on academics 
by sitting out on the gridiron. Instead of study- 
ing film and gameplans along with his course- 
work, Caragein was able to lay a groundwork 
for future academic success without the pres- 
sure of having to perform on Saturday. 


Robinson: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Daniels: Mike McGinnis 


“When I first came to college, there was a shock about what school was 
like,” he says. “You have to learn time management and to pace yourself. It’s 
different than high school. You have to learn how to manage class and foot- 
ball. It was nice to ease into it. I didn’t have to learn all the defenses every 
week. I was able to get used to academics and classes.” 

There are obvious benefits to the redshirt year but some challenges, too. 
Garth Gerhart, a three-year starter at Arizona State who earned honorable 
mention All-Pac-10 honors last year, says that it can be tough to remain mo- 
tivated when you don’t expect to get on the field every week. Even though he 
dressed for all games while redshirting — due to a lack of depth along the 
line, he was on call as a reserve — Gerhart still had to concoct reasons to re- 
main engaged at each practice. For some, there is a temptation to back off a 
bit and save maximum effort for the next season, when there's a chance to 
play. 

“Tes really hard,” Gerhart says. “Everybody that is a college recruit was a big 
star in high school and played every Friday night. When you get to college, 
you're nobody until you prove yourself. 

“You go to practice and ask, “Why bring it if I’m not going to play on Sat- 
urday?’ When youre on the scout team, and you're going against the starters 
all the time, they know what you do, and it’s a drag. But you have to look at 
it as an opportunity to become a better football player.” 


“(Redshirting) builds a bond. You're on the 
scout team together. You're in meetings 
together. You live with each other in the 
dorm. During away games, there’s nothing to 
do but get together and watch the team play 
on TV. It’s a great team-building experience.” 


— Iowa senior Mike Daniels 


Caragein says Pitt’s road games were the toughest parts for him. While the 
team — including some true freshman — traveled, he was left behind. At 
times, that shook his confidence. “You see guys you came in with going to 
the game, and you question, “What did I do differently?” That’s where the 
Pitt coaching staff came in. They kept checking in on Caragein and the other 
redshirts, trying to keep them going. “They didn’t want us to shut down and 
not get better,” he says. 

Notall redshirts are kept off the field in order to grow, strengthen and ma- 
ture. Some, like Oklahoma State’s Daytawion Lowe, have no choice. Lowe 
played in 11 games in 2009, primarily on special teams, and was expected to 
be the Cowboys’ backup strong safety in 10. But he tore his labrum during 
a 7-on-7 drill last July and missed the season while rehabbing from surgery. 
He did have the chance to go home — Midwest City is not far from Still- 
water — and see his family, and his rehab kept him busy. “It also lets you 
focus on a lot of other things you might not be focused on if you're playing 
football,” Lowe says, referring primarily to schoolwork and social life. But he 
admits that, “It was really tough,” missing the season, “It hurt a lot, watch- 
ing and knowing I could be out there.” 

But Lowe will be ready for 2011, and like his fellow redshirts, those first 
practices after a year off from competition will be quite exciting. He says he'll 
“take it one day at a time,” but you can sense the anticipation. Not that any- 
one could blame Lowe. Caragein says he “was definitely champing at the bit” 
the spring after his redshirt year, because he would have a chance to compete 
for playing time. During bowl practices last year, NC State offensive coordi- 
nator Dana Bible told Jomantas, “Don't be afraid to step on some toes.” That 
wasnt a problem for the tackle, who told Bible, “I’m not.” After waiting a 
whole season to play, Jomantas was ready to step on a lot more than that. 
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If you thought coach Nick Saban was miserable after 
the Crimson Tide won the 2009 BCS national title game, 
just imagine what the most recent offseason was like for his 
players. 

The first indication that life in Tuscaloosa wouldn't be so 
sweet came on Jan. 1, when Bama eviscerated a 10-win 
Michigan State team — Saban’s former employer — in the 
Capital One Bowl. Then came Saban’s comments after the 
spring game, when he talked about how good the team 
would be if it had belief, commitment, trust and faith. 
Those, of course were codes for work, labor, toil and sweat. 
Oh, and be willing to have your butt chewed out every five 
minutes or so. 

Saban knows how to build winners, all right. That’s why 
last year was so detestable. The Tide lost three games in the 
SEC, including a 24-point choke job at home against 
Auburn. Saban could almost smell the complacency 
throughout the program in the wake of the ’09 title game 
win over Texas. That’s probably why he acted as if the cel- 
ebratory aftermath were toxic waste. 

Ir’s back to work for the Tide, and Bama has plenty of 
tools at its disposal. The loss of quarterback Greg McElroy 
stings, but look at what’s back. The defense, which broke 
down against South Carolina, LSU and famously versus 
Auburn, ought to be the best in the country, even without 
interior beast Marcell Dareus. Linebacker Dont’a High- 
tower and safety Mark Barron will be All-America fixtures, 
but that’s not all. Alabama has so many good linebackers it 
could play a 2-5 scheme this year. Courtney Upshaw, C.J. 
Mosley, Jerrell Harris and Nico Johnson are all standouts in 
Kirby Smart's 3-4 base. Joining Barron in the secondary are 
Robert Lester, who picked off eight passes last year, and Dre 
Kilpatrick, who snared three. Dareus will be missed up 
front, but Damion Square and Josh Chapman are top shelf. 

McElroy and wideout Julio Jones are gone, so it may be a 
while before the Tide can pile up the points. So, Bama will 
play ball control with Trent Richardson — who replaces 
2009 Heisman winner Mark Ingram — and an O-line that 
returns four starters and experience at the other spots. Or, 
like Alabama did in its spring game, it could just turn soph- 
omore AJ McCarron or redshirt freshman Phillip Sims 
loose and hope the quarterback and receivers Marquis Maze 
and Darius Hanks get it done. 

Whatever happens, expect a return to the intensity Saban 
demands — or get ready for real trouble. 


Follow us on [Bele-:f1)'@8 We want to know your Top 25. Join our Facebook page to vote! facebook.com/AthlonSports 
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Talk about your big years. Oklahoma not only won the Big 12 title, giving Nebraska a nice a 7 
little kick out the door in the process, but the Sooners also won an actual BCS game after dropping 
five straight, Even though i it was against Big East champ UConn, it still counts. Now, the Sooners can 

take aim at the big prize, and there's reason to believe they can grab it. Nothing is guaranteed, of 4 , 
course, because there are some big holes to fill on 


| defense, particularly up front and in the secondary. OKLAHOM A 
But don’t worry — standouts like linebacker Travis 

Lewis and end Frank Alexander should handle S O O N E R S ia 
things until the new starters get comfortable. And 

it might not even matter how many points the Sooners give up, since their offense is going to be ca- 
pable of some pretty amazing stuff. All Landry Jones did last year was complete 66 percent of his passes 
and throw for 337 yards per game. Ryan Broyles is an All-America target, and the line is experienced. 
If the Sooners find a reliable back, they might just break the SEC's national title stranglehold. 


It’s a good thing for the Ducks that Jim Harbaugh left Stanford and the rest of the Pac-12 is 
still trying to get it together, because Oregon has some people to replace. Three offensive line starters 
are gone. Three-quarters of the front four has left town, as have the top two receivers. It’s a wonder 
Phil Knight is still around. But quarterback Darron Thomas and running back LaMichael James are 
| still in Eugene, and that means coach Chip Kelly’s Usain 


Bolt-style offense can still send opposing defensive coordi- OREGON a" 
| nators for the Prilosec. At times last year, Thomas made 

things look so easy, a lot of people thought defenders had D U Gc K 5 Gey 
heard a ref’s whistle and just stopped playing. James, mean- 
while, joins Stanford’s Andrew Luck atop the Heisman watch list and could gain 2,000 yards. This 
time, people will notice. Oregon's opener with LSU at Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, could 
establish the Ducks as the baddest birds around. Don't focus on who's gone. Look at who's back — 
and then try to catch them. You won't. 
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| Jimbo 
SEMINOLES cc wm 
good choice to 
replace Bobby Bowden, after all. That is, if you like trips to the confer- 
ence championship game, bowl wins, top-rated recruiting classes and a fu- 
ture brighter than the summer sun in Tallahassee. It’s always dangerous to 
win 10 games in your first season, because nine wins the next year looks 
like a step backward. But that’s not how the heads are facing at FSU. 
With 17 starters back — and both specialists — the Seminoles are loaded 
and ready to challenge Virginia Tech’s primacy in the ACC. What's even 
scarier is that if the Seminoles keep recruiting the way they have, Fisher's 
first couple years could look like rebuilding projects compared to what's 
coming down the line. Okay, so EJ Manuel has to step in at quarterback 
for Christian Ponder, but he’s played in plenty of big games and has the 
arm necessary to get the ball downfield. The Noles are loaded with proven 
skill players, boast one of the nation’s rising defensive stars in junior end 
Brandon Jenkins and are accumulating enough speed and athletic ability 
to start scaring those SEC fellas. 


BOl Sie STATE The Broncos take a step up into the Mountain West 


Conference, just in time to see BYU and Utah bolt and 
B i O N & O S TCU arrange for a 2012 departure. By the time every- 
thing settles, Boise State might think it’s back in the WAC. 
Such is the crazy world of conference realignment. All that really means is that the Broncs have the chance 
to become the scourge of yet another league, and that begins this season, thanks to the return of quar- 
terback Kellen Moore, who will try to do the unimaginable: improve on last year’s performance. All he 
did was complete 71.3 percent of his passes for 3,845 yards, 35 TDs and just six picks. Doug Martin is 
back to handle the running game, and though Titus Young and Austin Pettis (71 catches each) are gone, 
since when is ita problem to find wideouts at Boise State? The defense might not be as nasty as last year’s 
unit, which allowed just 12.8 points per game, but that won't matter too much, so long as Moore stays 
healthy. BSU has a new home and should feel quite comfortable right away. 
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Florida State: Bruce Schwartzman; Boise State: Paul Jasienski 


Oklahoma, Oregon: Chris Covatta 


WHEN 1 COMES TO PAINTING. 


ae 


A great paint job starts with Zinsser. 
Just one coat of Bulls Eye 1-2-3° Primer hides dark 
colors, blocks stains and seals the surface so you 
start painting with a fresh canvas. You'll get truer 
colors and a more even sheen. And, the pros know 
that one coat of tinted Bulls Eye 1-2-3 and one coat 
of paint will look better — and last longer — than 
two coats of paint. It’s no wonder it’s the primer they 
prefer 2 to 1 over other brands. To paint like a pro, 


. prime like a pro. Use Zinsser first. Visit zinsser.com. 


ZINSSER. PREPARE FOR GREATNESS:” 


QUALITY SINCE 1849 


©2011 RUST-OLEUM CORPORATION Mm 
RUST-OLEUM CORPORATION, VERNON HILLS, IL. An RPM company 
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y 


Every time the Fighting Irish have done anything 
“—_ NOTRE DAM E positive over the past 10 years, the “Notre Dame is back!” 
4 F | G H “if | N G | R | S H chorus strikes up, and Domers everywhere grab their hats 


a Vi RG il N iA TECH gridiron game. Just because FSU has it going 


LR OH fe) STATE Generations of young Buckeye fans will look at coach 


and T-shirts out of the attic and start talking junk. After 
the Irish administered a beating to a Miami squad that clearly had no interest in being out in the cold | 
during last season’s Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas, one would think that Knute Rockne had risen from | 
the dead and unleashed a 21st century version of the Four Horsemen (National Debt, Global Warm- 
ing, Cyberbullying and Snooki) on the college football world. Only this time, the high expectations 
might actually be warranted. If wideout Michael Floyd gets cleared to play this fall after his DUI 
charges in March, and a reliable starter can be found in the battle between Dayne Crist and Tommy | 
Rees under center, Brian Kelly’s Irish offense should be pretty dangerous. And here’s a news flash 
from South Bend: Notre Dame is playing defense again. A trip to the mountain top is still far away, 
but the Fighting Irish are climbing. Really. 


If Florida State is really back, and Miami has designs on becoming great again under Al Golden, 
then the Hokies’ ACC dominance (three of the last four titles, four of seven) may be nearing an end. Not 
that VT will go down quietly. Ever since joining the league, Frank Beamer’s bunch has treated it like a 

bunch of hoops schools trying to learn the 


again doesn't mean the Hokies are going to 

fold. They're still at the top of the conference, 

even if they are without quarterback Tyrod 
Taylor and top runners Ryan Williams and Darren Evans. Logan Thomas, who used to play tight end, 
takes over for Taylor in what should be more of a conyentional drop-back passing approach, while tail- 
back David Wilson leads the ground game. The Hokie defense got better last year and should be strong | 


again, thanks in large part to linebacker Bruce Taylor and safety Eddie Whitley. Pick against Tech at your 
own risk, because even when they take a step back, the Hokies are usually better than what's around them. 


LSU 
PGES 


Michigan offered Les Miles a pile of cash 
to return to Ann Arbor, but he stuck around 
Baton Rouge for obvious reasons. First, he's 
still in the SEC, the roughest, toughest league 
around. Second, his Tigers could be damn 
good this year. Some people have even sug- 
gested LSU can win it all. That might be a 
stretch, but we'll find out just what Miles 
came back to in Week 1, when the Tigers 
take on Oregon down in Jerry Jones’ pleasure 
dome. We'll see then if quarterback Jordan 
Jefferson is finally ready to take control of the 
starting job and not relinquish it. We'll learn 
if the Tiger O-line is as dominant as Miles thinks it will be. Tailback Spencer Ware would like that. We'll 
also find out if the rest of the defense can become a unit that the deep LSU secondary will respect. And 
then there's Miles, who coached last year as if he had magic dust in his pocket, not to mention gum on 
the ground. He's back for more, and it could be plenty more. 


a 


Jim Tressel’s decision to give himself a five-game suspen- 

sion for covering up information about his players’ deci- 

sion to accept cash and prizes for memorabilia as a great | 
display of character. Right. The NCAA still might have a little to say about Tressel’s judge/jury/perpetra- 
tor act. Until that happens, Luke Fickell is “in control” of the Buckeyes until early October, and Terrelle 
Pryor and Co. will be idle as well. Talk about a group that should remain busy. How well stand-ins per- 
form will determine whether the Bucks will make serious national waves or content themselves with a late 
run to the inaugural Big Ten title game. Pryor, tailback Dan Herron and wideout DeVier Posey will give 
OSU a dynamic offense, once they're off double-secret probation. The Buckeye defense wasn't hurt too 
much by suspensions, but it did lose eight starters. Tressel will need a lot of youngsters to assume more 
responsibility. Sounds like he might be wanting to do a little of that, too. OSU has talent, and come Oc- 
tober, it will have a full roster. That means trouble for the Leaders and Legends in the Big Ten. 


Notre Danve: Steve Woltmann; Virginia Tech-Thom Kendall 
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LSU: Courtland Richards; Ohio State: John Grieshop/Schwartzman 


Nebraska: Paul Jasienski; Texas A&M: Chris Covatta 
Oklahoma State: ; Stanford: Kevin Bartram 


At one point last year, it seemed as if 
every NFL team, five or six college outfits 
and the Egyptian protesters were trying to 
convince Jim Harbaugh to be their leader. He chose the 49ers, and the Cardinal must move for- 
ward under David Shaw, who was Harbaugh's offensive coordinator the past four years. More 
important, Stanford enters 2011 with quarterback Andrew Luck at the helm. The Heisman fa- 
vorite spurned the NFL (sorry, Carolina) and returned to try for the Pac-10 title, even though 
seven other starters on offense left The Farm. But top back Stepfan Taylor is back, and Luck 
showed last year that he could succeed in Stanford's multiple offense no matter who was around 
him. Anyway, the pressure isn’t on Luck; it’s on Shaw, a Stanford alum who must prove he can 
replicate the same steely focus and competitive drive that Harbaugh used to bring the Cardinal 
from the Pac-10 depths to prominence. A few years of fine recruiting have stocked the roster, 
and Luck is back, so Shaw’s short-term job is a little easier. 


PEESeASON A? 


a The Cornhuskers sweep across the Plains into the 
Calpe) NEBRASKA Big Ten like a series of gut punches and hope to make 


a nasty first impression. To do that, though, Nebraska 

must find a way to balance an offense that last year was 
too run-heavy. That means quarterback Taylor Martinez must get more consistent throwing the ball or 
spend another season hearing coach Bo Pelini screaming at him. Just about everything else in Husker- 
land is in good shape. Running back Rex Burkhead is ready to deliver in a featured role, the O-line is 
dynamite, and the 1-2-3 punch of tackle Jared Crick, linebacker Lavonte David and cornerback Al- 
fonzo Dennard means the Black Shirts will be suitably nasty. Nebraska's decision to bolt the Big 12 
didn’t make it too popular among schools with which it had allied itself since 1907, but its new home 


fits just fine. Until, that is, the Huskers start winning big, and the rest of the conference wonders why _ | 


the heck they admitted them in the first place. 


ofl; rl TEXAS A &IM Aggies fans should not spend a minute 
thinking back on their heroes’ 41-24 loss to LSU 

A G G | = S in the Cotton Bowl. Remember, instead, the six- 

game winning streak that closed the regular sea- 


son and included triumphs over Texas, Oklahoma and Nebraska. Everybody who criticized the decision 


to hire Mike Sherman three years ago looks pretty silly right now, and if the Aggies make good on their | 


2011 potential, Sherman might consider a run for governor. Nine starters are back on offense, includ- 
ing quarterback Ryan Tannehill, who took over midseason and looked great. Cyrus Gray is a dynamic 
tailback, and the A&M offensive front will be tough to crack. Although Von Miller is off to stardom in 
the NFL, the Aggie defense might actually be better, since its components will be more comfortable in 
Tim DeRuyter’s 3-4 scheme. It’s a great time to be an A&M fan, since the Aggies are on the rise, and 
Texas is struggling. There’s still work to do, of course, but optimism is high — for good reason. 


Af® OKLAHOMA STATE 


running back Kendall Hunter, the Cowboys are still going to score some 
points. A lot of points. They might not make it to 44 per game, like they 
did last year, but they'll come close. That’s what happens when you have a 
quarterback who threw for 4,277 yards and a wideout with 111 catches 
and 20 TDs on their résumés. OSU was a lot of fun to watch last year, and 
the good times should continue, since quarterback Brandon Weeden and 
wideout Justin Blackmon are back for one more season. There's no guar- 
antee sophomore backs Joseph Randle and Jeremy Smith can add up to 
Hunter (1,548 yards, 16 TDs), but OSU is going to score. If they can stop 
anybody, then the Pokes will have something. And that’s not guaranteed, 
not with five starters gone from last year’s unit. Linebacker Shaun Lewis 
and defensive backs Johnny Thomas and Brodrick Brown are strong per- 
formers, but you can’t go through a season just trying to outscore people, 
can you? Well, can you? OSU may just find out. 


STANFORD #42; 


Even without coordinator Dana Holgorsen, and even without | 
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Bulldogs coach Mark Richt isn’t necessarily upset that everybody anticipates his team will 
perform well this year — and certainly better than 2010's 6-7 performance — but high expectations 
can often lead to general discontent and grumbling if they aren't met. Richt is no stranger to that, hav- 
ing heard grousing for the past two seasons as he has tried to gain traction for a climb to the top of 
the SEC East. But things could get dangerous for 


Richt this time if the Dawgs can’t get it together. GEORGIA ri Pa ; i 


Fortunately, there are many reasons to think it can 

happen, beginning with sophomore quarterback Me 
Aaron Murray, who had a great debut in 2010 and 

figures to be a lot more productive this time. He'll do it without A.J. Green, who was quite a secu- 
rity blanket last year, so some youngsters have to make strides. Puppy bulldog Isaiah Crowell could 
emerge as the go-to ball-carrier early on; but it would help if backs Washuan Ealey and Caleb King 
finally became the front-liners Richt has believed they could be. The defense has plenty of playmak- 
ers back who would no doubt love to give Richt a little security with a big season. 


eal Before we get on with the Horned Fro: 
2. TCU portion of fie program, it’s time for a little risa 
H O RNED FROGS pby lesson. No matter what those folks down in 
Texas say about how much they dislike the East 
Coast and its elite attitude, understand that as of 2012, Fort Worth is an Eastern city. At least that’s 
what TCU wants us to believe, now that it has made plans to join the Big East Conference. You can't 
blame the Frogs for bolting the Mountain West, not after Utah became a Pacific Coast school (that’s 
another lesson for another time), and BYU decided to go it alone. TCU needed a BCS home. And 
after winning the Rose Bowl last January, the Frogs were an attractive candidate for the Big East. As 
for the Purple’s MWC swan song, there is some work to do. Quarterback Andy Dalton has moved 
on to the NFL, and his top receivers are gone, too. The secondary needs work, and the defensive 
front has some holes, Coach Gary Patterson built toward 2012, but if he wants to make his school’s 


new partners feel comfortable, he'll win this year. 
SS 


Last year’s Sugar Bowl trip was a big- 

hea ARKANSAS time step for the Hogs, even though 
; : they became the first SEC team ever to 
lose to Ohio State in a bowl game. 
Now, we'll find out whether the team’s 

rise to a BCS game was the by-product of departed quarterback Ryan Mallett’s decision to transfer 
to Fayetteville from Michigan or an indication that Bobby Petrino has built himself a program with 
staying power. A lot of firepower returns for the Hogs, including wideouts Joe Adams and Greg 
Childs and running back Knile Davis, but it comes down to whether 6'3" junior Tyler Wilson can 
handle the quarterback duties, and if a line that loses three starters can protect him. The defense wel- 
comes back some stalwarts, most notably linebacker Jerry Franklin and Jerico Nelson. But Arkansas 
can't count on another Alabama collapse. And LSU looks pretty good in the SEC West, too. Mallett 
is gone, and it’s time'to find out if Arkansas is sticking around the top or is primed to retake its spot 


in the back half of the division. 


MOUNTAINEERS | 


One of the great things about playing in the Big East is that 
you can let your coach go on a retirement tour, break in his re- 
placement while he introduces a brand new offense and still win 
the league. That's life at West Virginia these days, where boss-in- 
waiting Dana Holgorsen moves over from piling up tons of yards 
and points at Oklahoma State to do the same in Morgantown. Bill 
Stewart is on the last lap at WVU, and in his typically good-na- 
tured way is handling the decision for him to “retire” with good 
humor. Holgorsen comes to town because AD Oliver Luck wants 
more offense, and he'll probably get it. But the problem this year 
is on the other side of the ball, where seven starters are gone. Hol- 
gorsen makes no secret about his practice of not messing with that 
side of the ball, and that’s why he has kept the defensive staff 
around en masse. Let them have at the rebuilding project, while he 
tinkers with the offense and hopes holdover quarterback Geno 
Smith can handle the reins. Even if the transition hits some bumps, 
West Virginia's still in the Big East, so how hard can it be? 
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Arkansas: Tim Clark/Athton Sports; West Virginia: Bruce Schwartzman. 


Georgia: Al Kooistra; TCU: Tim Umphery 


Florida: Tim Clark/Athton Sports; Miami: Brad Schtoss 
USC: Peter Brouillet; South Carolina: Ric Fogel 


Now that Urban Meyer has left Gainesville to “spend more time with his family,” the Gators de- 
cided that anyone good enough to be coach-in-waiting at Texas was good enough to be coach-here- 
and-now at UE After learning the secrets of how to be a football CEO from Mack Brown in Austin, 
Will Muschamp takes over a Florida team that has some work to do if it wants to regain its previous 
status as the scourge of the SEC. Muschamp made the in- 


| teresting decision to hire Charlie Weis as his offensive co- FLORI D y.X hd 
ordinator, no doubt choosing to forget the debacle that : 

was Weis’ tenure at Notre Dame. Weis will be tutoring G A mi ba) R S ie ey 
quarterback John Brantley and hoping he gets the ball 

often to running back Chris Rainey and emerging big-play threat Quinton Dunbar, a young receiver. 
While everybody watches Weis, new defensive coordinator Dan Quinn has to fix a unit that was way 
too generous to opposing offenses late last year. Gator fans should be happy Texas thought enough of 
Muschamp to make him Brown's successor, but they need him to get UF rolling fast. 


The problem with the Hurricanes is that their fans seem to think the days of big 
wins, loud mouths and Luther Campbell will be back some day. They're not return- 
EI, ing. In their place is Al Golden, 
7 Ni IAMI who definitely does not look 
bf good in camouflage pants. 
U R R | C A N FE S Golden is a shirt-and-tie sort 
who demands that his players 
earn good grades and stay out of trouble — the exact opposite atmosphere from what 
prevailed when the Canes were riding high in the 1980s. Golden arrives in Coral 
Gables charged with keeping his team off the police blotter — and in the winning 
column. To do that, he needs to bring calm and stability to the quarterback posi- 
tion, where Jacory Harris and Stephen Morris both saw a lot of time last year, threw 
a lot of interceptions and hope running back Lamar Miller plays as well in the fall as 
he did in the spring and keep the same nasty defense that returns standouts Sean 
Spence and Marcus Forston. Golden may not get the job done with a throbbing hip- 
hop soundtrack and in-your-grill mentality, but he will get the job done. Who knows, 
maybe Luther may want to start coming around again — wearing a tie. 


usc Year 2 of Trojans in the pokey begins 
LI with another season without a bowl op- 
an a i R O J A N S portunity, another campaign with Matt 

Barkley under center and continued 
scrutiny on coach Lane Kiffin, whose 8—5 debut wasn't exactly enough to make Trojan fans think 
John McKay was prowling the sidelines again. USC was rotten on defense last year and weak in the 
fourth quarter. Barkley is a big-time quarterback talent, and he should be good for about 3,500 
yards passing this season, particularly if sophomore wide receiver Robert Woods, who doubles as an 
ace return specialist, backs up his debut with some more big plays. The Trojan’s defensive line is deep, 
and the secondary has potential, but the whole outfit needs to be tightened up if Kiffin wants to 
avoid being as popular in Troy as he is in Knoxville. Parole is on the horizon, but USC must make 
| sure it comes out of jail in good shape. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
G A M E C O C K S Things were supposed to be great in 


Columbia this season. Steve Spurrier got a raise, the Gamecocks returned a bunch of talent, and No. 1 
recruit Jadeveon Clowney decided he wanted to wear the Garnet and Black. Some people even thought 
USC was a dark horse national title contender. Hello, Stephen Garcia. The troubled South Carolina 
quarterback was suspended for a fifth time this spring, and it’s unclear whether he'll be on the team when 
practice starts in August. If Garcia doesn't get himself cleaned up and back in good graces, the Gamecocks 
will turn to Connor Shaw. You remember Shaw, don't you? He’s the guy who threw 33 passes last season, 
as compared to the 349 Garcia tossed. Shaw has a bright future, but even with receiver Alshon Jeffery and 
running back Marcus Lattimore back to help out, he can’t be expected to do what Garcia did. It’s enough 
to make a Ball Coach throw his visor. South Carolina will be good, but it’s tough to say just how good 


of the East Division, and all will be right. Maybe. 


with all the uncertainty at quarterback. Maybe Garcia will be back, the Gamecocks will soar to the top | 
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When we last saw the Spartans, they were begging officials at the Capital One Bowl to go to a run- 
ning clock, the better to stop Alabama from rampaging through them en route to a 49-7 victory and 
one of five Big Ten Jan. 1 losses. The ugly defeat spoiled an 11-win season that included a share of the 
conference title and reminded MSU that no matter how good things might be on the home front, there 
is still plenty of work to be done. The big challenge for the Spartans is continuing the prosperity, some- 
thing that hasn’t happened in recent years. This year should be different, thanks to the return of several 
big reasons for the 2010 success. Quarterback Kirk Cousins is one of the Big Ten’s best, and he should 


thrive even more in new coordina- ~~ ‘ 
tor Dan Roushar’s system, which MICHIGAN STATE FF: yet A 
invites the passer to throw down- S PA KR a ys N S mee aes | 
field. MSU’s top three tailbacks re- \ I i 
turn from last year, along with wideout B.J. Cunningham (nine TDs). Michigan State's secondary is MST | 


| experienced and talented, and sophomore defensive end William Gholston is on the verge of greatness. 
| Big things are expected in the land of Sparty, so long as the Crimson Tide doesn’t come to town 
| 


If the Badgers have to break in a new ~- 
quarterback — or two — that means only WISCONSIN Oe 
one thing: Get ready for an even bigger dose RB A [) G = = S a>) 
of UW’s sledgehammer ground attack. Scott 
Tolzien, who completed a ridiculous 72.9 percent of his throws last year, is gone, leaving the quar- 
terback job to sophomore Jon Budmayr, except when junior Curt Phillips comes in to run special 
packages, You can’t imagine coach Bret Bielema is going to let those two guys throw it all over the 
| dairy, so expect sophomore James White (1,052 yards in ’10) and junior Montee Ball (996, 18 TDs) 
to get about 250 carries apiece. Throw in about 100 for speedy redshirt freshman Jeff Lewis or new- 
comer Melvin Gordon. Who cares about the math? Just know that the Badgers are going to be about 
| as subtle as an MMA bout. The defense loses a few stalwarts, like pass-rushing end J.J. Watt, but 
with the way Wisconsin plans to play ball-control, the D may only be on the field 20 minutes per 
| game. The Badgers might not win the Big Ten title, but they'll sure make a “run” at it. 


ee | TEXAS After watching Mack Brown replace 

or five members of his staff, including 
{ ee Fl g @ N G H O R N S “coach-in-waiting” Will Muschamp — 

dk who decided the here and now in 
y y Gainesville was better than the someday promised in Austin — it’s clear who is in charge of the Long- 
horn program. After a 5—7 season that included a bumbling 1-5 stagger to the finish line, Brown had 
to do something, especially if he wants ratings on that new Longhorn Network to be strong. Before last 
year, Brown spoke of reinvigorating the Texas ground game. Now, he must breathe new life into the en- 
tire program. The Longhorns turned it over too much last year (minus-12), committed way too many 
penalties and scored just 23.8 points per game. It’s a wonder Brown didn’t try to replace the whole ros- 
ter, too. The turnaround starts with a willingness to work hard, something last year’s team didn’t do too 
much of, and needs a boost from junior quarterback 
Garrett Gilbert, who struggled mightily in 2010. 
The ground game still needs work, especially since 
Gilbert (380 yards) is the second-leading returning 
rusher. The defense is loaded with playmakers, most 
notably Keenan Robinson, Emmanuel Acho and 
Blake Gideon, but Texas needs more. 


The Tiger offense has everything. Four offensive 

line starters return. Wideout T.J. Moe, who caught Mi ISSOU R 
92 passes last year, is back. So is All-America tight of | G F = S 
end Michael Egnew. Last year’s top three rushers are 

ready to go. It’s going to be great — provided Missouri can decide on a quarterback. When 
spring ball was over and done, the only thing Mizzou could promise fans was that soph- 
omore James Franklin and redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert would keep battling through 
August. You could spin that to seem as if both were so good the coaches couldn't choose 
one. Or, they were both so bad, neither stood out. The truth is somewhere in the middle, 
and the Tigers need a decision, since Tyler's big bro, Blaine, is off to the NFL. If Missouri 
is going to replicate — or better —last year’s 10-3 mark, it needs a triggerman. But it also 
needs a reprise of last year’s surprising defensive effort that limited foes to 16.1 points per 
game. Seven starters return for an encore. Missouri plays defense now? Maybe the quar- 
terback situation isn’t so dire after all. 
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Michigan State: John Grieshop/Schwartzman; Wisconsin: Brian Ebner 


Texas: Layne Murdoch; Missouri: Tim Umphrey 
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Mississippi State, Michigan: Tim Clark/Athlon SPorts 
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PRESEASON 2? 
iVUranae 


Arizona 
Oregon State 
California 
Southern Miss 
Navy 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
Connecticut - Colorado 
Kentucky 77. Duke 
UCLA 78. Fresno ae 
Tulsa 79. Vanderbilt 
lowa State 80. Army 
Birches 81. Kansas ' 
Nevada 82. East Carolina 
San Diego State 83. Wake Forest 
& 84. Indiana . 
Hawaii 101. Central Michigan 
Toledo 85. Washington State 
ie) , 102. UL Monroe 
Ole Miss 86. Ohio 
€ 103. Idaho 
Minnesota 87. UAB | 
m it 104. Utah State | 
Buicers 88. Western Michigan : 
utge 105. Middle Tennessee 
ee: 89. Troy 
Louisville 106. Tulane 
Kansas State 200 107. UNLV 
Nlortheiniliracks 91. Colorado State 408. UTEP 
Viraini 92. Louisiana Tech 
Irginia = ; 109. North Texas 
93. Miami (Ohio) 
110. Western Kentucky 
SAS 111. Ball State 
95. Marshall hk Ge 
112. Eastern Michigan 
oe AE 113. San Jose State 
97. Arkansas State ia ce ad 
98. Wyoming \ y 
115. Buffalo 
99. Kent State 
, 116. Akron 
100. Bowling Green ; 
117. New Mexico | 
118. Memphis 
119. New Mexico State 
120. Florida Atlantic 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 45 


2011 CONFERENCE 
ATHLON SPORTS bette a a ora cy ral =3 


3, _ Maryland 18-4, 6 ay. 
4. Clemson [6-6, 4-4) 

5. Boston College [6- 6, 3- 5) 
6. Wake Forest [2-10, 0-8] 


1. Virginia Tech [11-2, 7-1] _ 


2. Miami [9-3, 5-3] 


3 3. North Carolina [7-5, 5-3] _ 
i} 4. Georgia Tech [6-6,3-5] 
5. Virginia [5-7, 2-6] _ 


6 Duke [4-8, 1-7] _ 


i: Oklahoma [12-0, 9-0] 


2. Texas A&M [10-2, 7-2] 
8. Oklahoma State [10-2, 7-2] _ 
4. Texas [8-4, 5-4] 

‘5. Missouri [8-4, 5-4] _ 

6. Texas Tech [7-5, 4-5) 

7. Baylor [6-6, 3-6] 

8. lowa State [4-8, 2-7] 


9. Kansas State [4-8, 2-7] _ 
10. Kansas [3-9, 1-8] _ 


1. West Virginia [10-2, 6-1] 
oe South Florida (8- 4, 5- 2] 
3. Pittsburgh [7-5, 4-3] _ 

4. Syracuse [8-4, 4-3] 

5. Cincinnati [7-5, 3- 4) 

6. Connecticut [6-6, 2-5] _ 
7. Rutgers [6-6, 2-5] 


8. Louisville [5-7,2-5) 


1. Nebraska [11-2,7-1] 
2. Michigan State [9-3, 6-2] 
3. lowa [8-4, 4-4] 

“44. Michigan [8-4, 4-4] _ te 
“") 5. Northwestern [6-6,3-5] 


6. Minnesota [4-8, 1-7] 


1. Ohio State [11-2, 7-1] 
/)) 2. Wisconsin [9-3, 5-3] 
O}3. Penn State [7-5, 4-4] 
4. Illinois [7-5, 4-4] 
5. Purdue [5-7, 2- 6) 
6. Indiana [4-8,1-7] 


Follow us on 
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(47. Akron (2-10, 1-7) 


6-2] 


3 as Crain 
. UAB ‘[5- 7, 4- 4) 
: Marshall ‘[4- 8, op 5) 


6. Memphis [1-11, 0-8] _ 
4. SMU [10-3, 7-1] 
2. Houston (9-3, 3, 6-2] 


Saiilane ies 10, 2261. wee 
6. UTEP [2-10, 0-8] 


a 1. “Ohio (8-5, 7-1] 

2. Miami [6-6, 6-2] 
“#43. Temple [6-6,5-3] 
-4) 4. Kent State [5-7, 3-5] _ 


5. Bowling Green [5-7, 3-5] 
6. Buffalo [2-10, 1-7] 


1. Toledo [9-4, 7-1] Gasp 

2. Northern Illinois [7-5, 6-2] 

3. Western Michigan [6-6, 5: 

4. Central Michigan [4-8, 3-5] _ 
5. Ball State [3-9, 3-5] 

6. Eastern Michigan [4-8, 2-6] 


2. TCU [10-2, 6-1] 


3. Air Force (9-3, 5-2] | 


41. Boise State [11-1, 7-0] _ 


44. San Diego State [7-5, 4-3] 
15. Colorado State [6-6, 2-5] 


6. Wyoming [4-8, 2-5] 
7. UNLV [3-9, 2-5] _ 


| 8. New Mexico [2-10, 0-7] _ 


Records in parentheses are 
projections for the 2011 season 


il Drege f2- 1, 9-0) 

2. Stanford [9- oF 6- 3] 

3. Washington [7-5, 6-3] 
4. Oregon State [6-6, 4-5] 
5. California [5-7, 3- é] 


1. USC [9-4, 7-2] 
2. Arizona State [8-4, 6-3] 
3. Utah [7- 5, 6- 3] 


4. Arizona [6-6 4-5) 


5. UCLA [4-8, 2-7] _ 
6. Colorado [3-10, 1-8] _ 


il nGasrgia. (10-3, 7-1] _ 
2. Florida [9-3, 6-2] 


if 3. South Carolina [8-4, 5-3] _ 


4. “Tennessee ‘[6- 6, 2- 6] 
5. Kentucky [6- 6, 2-6] 
6. Vanderbilt [3-9, 1- 7 


1. Alabama [13-0, 8-0] _ 

2. LSU [10- Re 7- 1] ; 

13. Arkansas [9-3, 6-2] 
4) 4. Mississippi State (7-5, 3-5) 


5. Auburn [6-6, 2- 6] 
6. Ole Miss ‘- U5 1- 7) 


1. Troy [7-5, 7-1] 

2. FIU [7-5, 6-2] 

3. Arkansas State [7-5, 5-3] 
4. UL Monroe [5-7, 4-4] 

5. Middle Tennessee [5-7, 4-4] 
6. North Texas [4-8, 4-4] 

7. Western Kentucky [4-8, 3-5] _ 
8. UL Lafayette [3-9,2-6] 
9s -FAU [1-11, 1- 7) 


2. Hawaii {i0- a, 6 1] 

3. Fresno State [7-6,5-2] 
4. Louisiana Tech [6- 6, 5-2] 
5. Idaho [4-8, 2-5] 

6. Utah State [4-8, 2-5] 

7. San Jose State [2-10, 1-6] _ 
8. New Mexico State [1-11, 0-7] 


ie[a-)s[els)@) Ve want to know your Top 25. Join our Facebook page to vote! facebook.com/AthlonSports 


Illinois: Rie Fogel; Oklahoma State: Layne Murdoch; Alabama: Bruce Schwartzman 


Bowl Matchup 
New Mexico » WAC vs. MWC 
Humanitarian » WAC vs. MAC 
New Orleans » Sun Belt vs. C-USA 
St. Petersburg » Big East vs. C-USA 
Poinsettia » MWC vs. WAC 
Las Vegas » Pac-12 vs. MWC 
Hawaii » WAC vs. C-USA 
Little Caesars » Big Ten vs. MAC 
Independence » ACC vs. MWC 
Champs Sports » ACC vs. Big East 
Insight » Big Ten vs. Big 12 
Military » Navy vs. ACC 
Meineke Car Care » Big 12 vs. Big Ten 
Alamo » Pac-12 vs. Big 12 
Armed Forces » MWC vs. C-USA 
et 


Rose » BCS vs. BCS 
Sugar » BCS vs. BCS 
Orange » BCS vs. BCS 
Fiesta » BCS vs. BCS 


National Title » BCS vs. BCS 


* According to our projections, the Big 12 and 
Mountain West will fail to fill their allotted slots. 
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Projection 
Louisiana Tech vs. Colorado State 
Fresno State vs. Ohio 

FIU vs. Tulsa 

Cincinnati vs. East Carolina 
Air Force vs. Nevada 
Arizona vs. TCU 

Hawaii vs. UCF 

Illinois vs. Toledo » 
Clemson vs. San Diego State 
Miami vs. Syracuse 
Wisconsin vs. Baylor 

Navy vs. Boston College 
Missouri vs. Penn State 
Stanford vs. Texas 

BYU* vs. Southern Miss 


Bowl Matchup 
Pinstripe Big East vs. Big 12 
Music City ACC vs. SEC 
Holiday Pac-12 vs. Big 12 
Belk ACC vs. Big East 
Sun Pac-12 vs. ACC 
Liberty SEC vs. C-USA 
Chick-fil-A ACC vs. SEC 
TicketCity Big Ten vs. C-USA 
Outback Big Ten vs. SEC 
Capital One SEC vs. Big Ten 
Gator Big Ten vs. SEC 
GoDaddy.com Sun Belt vs. MAC 
« Cotton SEC vs. Big 12 
Compass SEC vs. Big East 


Kraft Fight Hunger Army vs. Pac-12 


Ohio State vs. Oregon 
Notre Dame vs. LSU 

Florida State vs. West Virginia 
Boise State vs. Texas A&M 
Oklahoma vs. Alabama >» 


aw 


= 


Projection 
Connecticut vs. Northwestern* 
Maryland vs. Auburn 
Arizona State vs. Texas Tech 
NC State vs. Pittsburgh 
Washington vs. North Carolina 
Mississippi State vs. SMU 
Virginia Tech vs. Florida 
Michigan vs. Houston 
Michigan State vs. South Carolina 
Georgia vs. Nebraska 
lowa vs. Tennessee 
Troy vs. Northern Illinois 
Arkansas vs. Oklahoma State 
Kentucky vs. South Florida 
Army vs. Utah 


TTL 


TELL 


CL 


2011 


1. GEORGIA SOUTHERN (10-5, 5-3 SoCon) 

As a rookie head coach last year, Jeff Monken skipped some steps in re- 
building the Eagles’ storied program, managing to post a national semi- 
final appearance. Every starter but one returns this season. The triple 
option — led by quarterback Jaybo Shaw, a transfer from Georgia Tech 
— baffles opponents, but the defense is even better because of junior 
nose tackle Brent Russell and safety Laron Scott. Kicker Adrian Mora 
and punter Charlie Edwards form a superb combination. 


2. WILLIAM & MARY (8-4, 6-2 CAA) 

Last year’s early exit in the FCS playoffs (to Georgia Southern) will mo- 
tivate the Tribe. The versatility of senior running back Jonathan Grimes 
— his 5,445 all-purpose yards rank ninth in CAA history — takes pres- 
sure off quarterback Michael Paulus, who began his career at North Car- 
olina. The defense is outstanding, with Jake Trantin, who missed last 
season, joining Dante Cook at linebacker. Cornerback/punt returner 
B.W. Webb beats opponents in multiple ways. 


3. EASTERN WASHINGTON (13-2, 7-1 Big Sky) 

Who knew coach Beau Baldwin's Eagles would outdo the debut of their 
red turf by winning their first FCS championship? The Eagles return 
32 players with a combined 337 career starts. The Bo Levi Mitchell-to- 
Brandon Kaufman passing combo is lethal. Safety J.C. Sherritt, the Buck 
Buchanan Award winner in 2010, is gone, but the defense 

should still be stout, with bruising tackle Renard 
Williams and the Johnson twins, Matt (safety) and 
Zach (linebacker). 


4. MONTANA STATE (9-3, 7-1 Big Sky) 
Quarterback DeNarius McGhee (3,163 passing 
yards, 23 TDs) was arguably the best fresh- 
man in the FCS last season. He leads a po- 
tential offensive juggernaut, which returns 
1,100-yard rusher Orenzo Davis and wel- 
comes running back Tray Robinson from 
Nebraska. The defense has a young star 
in sophomore linebacker Aleksei Gro- 
sulak. Kicker Jason Cunningham is 
dialed in from long distance. 


5. APPALACHIAN STATE (10-3, 7-1 SoCon) 


Veteran coach Jerry Moore is reloading instead of re- 

building. The Mountaineers lost many key players, but 
dual-threat quarterback DeAndre Presley (right), who 
passed and rushed for 34 TDs, and 6'5" wide receiver Brian 
Quick are among the nation’s best at their positions. The defense 
is led by juniors — linebackers Justin Wray and Brandon Grier 
and safety Troy Sanders. 


6. DELAWARE (12-3, 6-2 CAA) 

‘Trevor Sasek follows in the footsteps of Pat Devlin and Joe Flacco 
as the quarterback at Delaware. The redshirt sophomore will work 
behind a veteran line with many weapons at his disposal, most notably 
Andrew Pierce (1,655 rushing yards, 14 TDs as a freshman), Coach 
K.C. Keeler’s national runners-up won't have the same dominant de- 
fense, but leading tackler Paul Worrilow returns at linebacker. 
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FCS Preview 


7. RICHMOND (6-5, 4-4 CAA) 

The Spiders’ team trainer would prefer less work. If senior quarterback 
Aaron Corp, the USC transfer, is recovered from an ACL injury, and the 
rest of the offense gets healthy, coach Latrell Scott’s second season will 
go more smoothly. Wide receiver Tre Gray and a veteran line comple- 
ment Corp. Graduation decimated the defense, leaving linebacker Dar- 
ius McMillian in charge. 


8. WOFFORD (10-3, 7-1 SoCon) 

The triple option is associated with Georgia Southern, but the Terriers’ 
version led the FCS in rushing yards per game (297.8). Wofford will 
continue to steamroll defenses with fullback Eric Breitenstein coming off 
a school-record 1,639 yards and 22 TDs. Defensive end Ameet Pall col- 
lected 12.5 sacks and 22.5 tackles for a loss. 


9. JACKSONVILLE STATE (9-3, 6-2 ovc) 

A different player seems to lead the balanced Gamecocks each game. 
They can beat opponents with one of two quarterbacks, senior Marques 
Ivory or sophomore Coty Blanchard, at the helm. A stout defense will 
take a step forward with rover Monte Lewis, defensive end Jamison 


Wadley and safety Keginald Harris. 
10. NORTHERN IOWA (7-5, 6-2 Missouri Valley) 


The Panthers return 18 starters from a team that won the balanced Mis- 

souri Valley title. Tirrell Rennie is the best running quarterback in the 

FCS — he rushed for 1,291 yards and 15 TDs — and running back 

Carlos Anderson just missed 1,000 yards. Defensive tackle Ben 
Boothby owns property in his opponents’ backfields. 


11. NORTH DAKOTA STATE 

(9-5, 4-4 Missouri Valley) 

Last year’s relatively young squad grew up with 
two playoff wins. Opponents struggle to 
contain senior running back D.J. 
MeNorton (1,559 rushing yards, 19 
total TDs), while defensive end 
Coulter Boyer is a disruptive force 
for the Bison’s physical defense. 


12. MASSACHUSETTS 
(6-5, 4-4 CAA) 
Virginia Tech should not have let All- 
America linebacker and Blacksburg, 
\ Va., native Tyler Holmes get away. Sen- 
ior tailback Jonathan Hernandez has 
never had the spotlight to himself, but he 
does this year. The starting quarterback may be 
Bowling Green transfer Kellen Pagel. 


13. NEW HAMPSHIRE (8-5, 5-3 CAA) 

The secondary must be rebuilt, but the front 
seven is strong with defensive end Brian McNally 

and linebacker Matt Evans. Redshirt senior 

Kevin Decker takes over at quarterback 

and will put the ball in the hands of 


playmakers Dontra Peters and Joey 
Orlando. 


Kim Klement/US Presswire 


AAAs 
14. LEHIGH (10-3, 5-0 Patriot) 
Some believe that coach Andy Coen’s squad arrived a year ahead of schedule when it FCS ALL-AM ERICA TEAM 


rolled through the Patriot League last season. The Mountain Hawks feature the pas=_§_ — 
ing duo of quarterback Chris Lum and split end Ryan Spadola, as well as middle line- OFFENSE 
backer Mike Groome. DeAndre Presley 5°11", 170, Sr. » Appalachian State 


Nate Eachus 5°10", 216, Sr. » Colgat 
15. SACRAMENTO STATE (6-5, 5-3 Big Sky) a 
Long considered a sleeping giant, the Hornets’ program has awakened. An excellent Pe NES, AS YY ZU SS PAs) 
senior class, led by quarterback Jeff Fleming (school-record 23 TD passes in 2010) Brandon Kaufman 6'5", 205, Jr. » Eastern Washington 
and defensive end Zack Nash (13 sacks), could power coach Marshall Sperbeck’s team ChrisSummers _6'4", 210, Sr. » Liberty 
to its first postseason appearance since 1988. : - 

Alex Gottlieb 64", 255, Sr. » William & Mary 
16. CHATTANOOGA (6-5, 5-3 SoCon) Chris Powers 6'2", 270, Sr. » Eastern Washington 
A daunting first half of the schedule may bury a quality Mocs team that boasts excel- D.J. Hall 6'3", 305, Sr. » Texas State 


lent senior and sophomore classes. Quarterback B.J. Coleman, a former Tennessee Vol JES TA aD See Weber S 
who threw 26 touchdowns last year, gets the ball to flanker Joel Bradford and running 49 ball oe ee 
back Keon Williams. Cornerback Kadeem Wise was the SoCon Freshman of the Year. Josh Harrison 290, Sr. » South Carolina State 


Brett Moore 258, Sr. » Georgia Southern 
17. VILLANOVA (9-5, 5-3 CAA) : 


No FCS team is replacing a more talented senior class. But coach Andy Talley still has 
five starters from the Wildcats’ 2009 FCS championship squad, including playmak- 


ee 
ing cornerback James Pitts. Wide receiver Norman White caught 11 TDs a year ago. DEFENSE 
Mario Kurn 62", 220, Sr. » San Diego 


18. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (5-6, 4-4 Missouri Valley) Ameet Pall 6'0", 245, Sr. » Wofford 
The Salukis believe last year’s dropoff was an aberration. All five starting offensive line- 
men return to pave the way for quarterback Paul McIntosh and running backs Shar- 
iff Harris and Steve Strother. A healthier secondary gets back strong safety Mike 


Brent Russell 62", 287, Jr. » Georgia Southern 
Renard Williams  6'2, 300, Sr. » Eastern Washington 


McElroy. Matt Evans 60", 219, Jr. » New Hampshire 
Tyler Hol 6'0", 220, Sr. » M husett: 

19. MONTANA (7-4, 5-3 Big Sky) eT 

Second-year coach Robin Pflugrad faces pressure after the Grizzlies’ run of 12 straight A.J. Storms $0", 215, Sr. Idaho State 


Big Sky titles and 17 straight playoff appearances ended last year. There are more ques- Asa Jackson 511", 188, Sr. » Cal Poly 
tions on offense than on the defense, which features cornerback Trumaine Johnson and 


. : Trumaine Johnson 6'3", 199, Sr. » Montana 
linebackers Caleb McSurdy and Jordan Tripp. 


Matt Johnson 6'2", 220, Sr. » Eastern Washington 


20. LIBERTY (8-3, 5-1 Big South) Kejuan Riley 6'0", 182, Jr. » Alabama State 
The Flames are 34-11 over the last four years but haven't reached the playoffs in that 
span. It’s now or never for quarterback Mike Brown (FCS-best 346.4 yards of total of- 
fense per game) and wide receiver Chris Summers. Nobody will run through 6'5", 
380-pound nose guard Asa Chapman. sab eta 6°2", 205, Sr. » Liberty 


21. NORTHWESTERN STATE (5-6, 4-3 Southland) David Harrington 6'3”, 185, Sr. » Idaho State 

The Demons, behind nine players who earned All-Southland honors, will try to go 7M Jeremy Caldwell 5°10", 183, Sr. » Eastern Kentucky 
from 0-11 in 2009 to conference champs in coach Bradley Dale Peveto’s third season. 
Standout linebacker Derek Rose and quarterback Paul Harris are only juniors. 


SPECIALISTS 


Dontrell Johnson 5°11", 180, Sr. » Murray State 


22. EASTERN KENTUCKY (6-5, 5-2 OVvc) CF PREDICTED FCS PLAYOFF QUALIFIERS 
The Colonels want to build on last year’s season-ending four-game winning streak. » Albany [NEC champ] 
Dual-threat quarterback T-J. Pryor will need more consistency while he directs a tal- » Appalachian State at-large] 


ented team that also boasts senior cornerback Jeremy Caldwell and junior wide re- » Bethune-Cookman (MEAC champ] 
ceiver Orlandus Harris. » Chattanooga [at-large] 

» Eastern Washington (Big Sky champ) 
23. INDIANA STATE (6-5, 4-4 Missouri Valley) » Delaware lat-large] 
Quarterback Ronnie Fouch, who threw for 20 touchdowns, is at the controls of the » Georgia Southern [Southern Conference champ] 
Sycamores’ rejuvenated squad. The defense’s young leaders, like linebacker Jacolby » Jacksonville State [OVC champ] 
Washington and defensive end Ben Obaseki, are all grown up. » Lehigh [Patriot champ] 

» Liberty (Big South champ) 
24. CENTRAL ARKANSAS (7-4, 4-3 Southland) » Massachusetts [at-large] 
The Southland Conference title is up for grabs, and the Bears feel good about their 17 » Montana State [at-large] 
returning starters. An improved running game will aid senior quarterback Nathan » New Hampshire [at-large] 


» North Dakota State [at-large] 
» Northern lowa (Missouri Valley champ) 
» Northwestern State (Southland champ) 


25. JACKSONVILLE (10-1, 8-0 Pioneer) = Richmotnt fet-tarae! 

Last year’s top-scoring FCS team (42.2 ) won't let up with quarterback Josh » Sacramento State (at-large) 
y P 8 © PPS P q » William & Mary [CAA champ] 

McGregor (3,049 yards, 32 TDs), running back J.J. Laster and wide receiver Josh » Wofford lat-largel 

Philpart. The first half of the schedule is difficult. 


Dick, who began his career at Arkansas. Senior linebacker Frank Newsome corralled 
100 tackles last season. 


AAA} 
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PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 20 1 1 


Aan AO 


1. LaMICHAEL JAMES, RB, OREGON 
Speedster led the nation in rushing last season with 
1,731 yards for the national runners-up. With seven 


starters back on offense, including three on the offensive 
line, the Ducks should continue to put up gaudy NUMDETS. sue 


2. ANDREW LUCK 
QB, STANFORD 

They lost their head 
coach, but the Cardinal are 
welcoming back the na- 
tion’s finest quarterback. 
Luck, who spurned the NFL 
Draft, threw for 3,338 yards 
and 32 touchdowns (and 
only eight INTs) as a sopho- 
more to lead Stanford to its 
first 12-win season in 
school history. 


3. KELLEN MOORE, 
QB, BOISE STATE 

Moore, 38-2 as a starter, 
needs eight wins to pass 
Colt McCoy as the all-time 
winningest quarterback in 
the FBS ranks. He must 
forge ahead without his top 
two receivers from last 
season, as well as offensive 
coordinator Bryan Harsin, 
now at Texas. 


4. MARCUS LATTIMORE, 
RB, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Lattimore was sensa- 
tional as a true freshman, 
rushing for 1,197 yards and 
17 scores for the SEC East 
champs, and promises to 
be even better as a sopho- 
more after a year in the 
weight room. With issues at 
quarterback — will 
Stephen Garcia ever be- 
have? — the Gamecocks 
could lean on their running 
game even more this fall. 


10 MORE TO WATCH 


Matt Barkley, QB, USC_Knile Davis, RB, Arkansas_Ronnie Hillman, RB, San Diego State_Alshon Jeffery, WR, South Carolina 
Case Keenum, QB, Houston_Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia_Chris Polk, RB, Washington_Denard Robinson, QB, Michigan 


5. TRENT RICHARDSON, 
RB, ALABAMA 

He’s been arguably the 
best backup in the nation 
the past two seasons. Now, 
with former Heisman win- 
ner Mark Ingram off to the 
NFL, Richardson is the top 
option at Bama. Last year, 
he rushed for 700 yards on 
only 112 carries fora 
sparkling 6.3-yard average. 


6. LANDRY JONES, 
QB, OKLAHOMA 

Jones has been wildly 
productive in his two years 
as the starter in Norman. 
In 2010, he broke school 
records for pass attempts 
(617) and completions (405) 
en route to a 4,718-yard, 
38-touchdown season. With 
a host of weapons at his 
disposal, expect more of 
the same from the fourth- 
year junior. 


7. BRANDON WEEDEN, 

QB, OKLAHOMA ST. 

The former minor league 
pitcher threw for 4,277 
yards and 34 touchdowns 
while leading the Big 12 in 
passing efficiency in his 
first year as the Cowboys 
starter. Having his favorite 
target, Justin Blackmon, 
back is a plus, but losing 
highly regarded coordinator 
Dana Holgorsen to West 
Virginia is a blow. 


Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon_Robert Woods, WR, USC 
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8. JUSTIN 
BLACKMON, WR, 


| 
a= 
ey 
} 
\B 
OKLAHOMA STATE : 
Blackmon teamed : 


with Brandon Weeden to 
form one of the nation’s 
most explosive pass-catch 
duos. After catching 20 
passes as a redshirt f" 
freshman in 2009, : 
Blackmon blew up 
last fall, ranking 
secondinthe nation | 
in receptions (111) 
and third in yards 
(1,782) while leading the 
country (by a wide margin) 
with 20 TD catches. 


9. RYAN BROYLES, 
WR, OKLAHOMA 
Broyles was phenomenal 
as a junior, leading the 
nation with 131 recep- 
tions and ranking third 
in receiving yards with 
1,622. He continues to be” 
the top target for OU 
quarterback Landry Jones. 


10. ROBERT GRIFFIN, 
QB, BAYLOR 

He’s the most dangerous 
dual-threat quarterback in 
the country — he threw for 
3,501 yards and rushed for 
635 in 2010 — but Griffin 
will have a tough time im- 
pressing Heisman voters 
unless the Bears can 
somehow challenge for the 
Big 12 crown. 


Stephen Brashear 


INNOVATION 
The All-New Nissan JUKE” 


INNOVATION THAT LASTS INNOVATION BEYOND TWO DOORS 
Nissan ALTIMA Nissan MAXIMA 


a 
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At Nissan, we believe in innovation. 
Not just for some, not just for the 
elite, not just for the select few. 
Innovation for all. 


INNOVATION FOR THE PLANET 


The 100” electric, no-gas Nissan LEAF” 


Always wear your seat belt, and please don't drink and drive. ©2011 Nissan North America, Inc. 


"SHIFT the way you move 


INNOVATION WITH STYLE 
Nissan MURANO’ 


vies ie) THAT ADAPTS INNOVATION 1) - 
Nissan ROGUE 


Nissan VERSA 


NissanUSA.com 


PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 


INET SPORTS/ 2011 preseason 


A _ AR RA ED a ~~ n 
Ee he ~ AE OG ne ot CAROLINA 
FIRST-TEAM ALL-AMERICA team 

OFFENSE 
of Andrew Luck _6'4", 235, Jr__ Stanford 


ee LaMichaelJames _5'9",185,Jr_ Oregon 

ee Marcus Lattimore _6'0",231,S0._ South Carolina 

We Justin Blackmon _6'1",211,Jr_ Oklahoma State 

Ne. Ryan Broyles _5'11", 187, Sr.__ Oklahoma 
Michael Egnew _6'6", 240, Sr__ Missouri 

Michael Brewster _6'5", 293, Jr__ Ohio State 

David DeCastro _6'5", 310, Jr_ Stanford 

Barrett Jones _6'5", 311, Jr_ Alabama 

Nate Potter _6'6", 300, Sr.__ Boise State 

Matt Reynolds eee PAs ee lsh AU) 


Quinton Coples _6'6", 285, Sr___ North Carolina 
Brandon Jenkins _6°3", 258, Jr__ FloridaState __ 
Jared Crick _6'6", 285, Sr___ Nebraska 

Billy Winn _6'4", 295, Sr___ Boise State 
Lavonte David _6'1", 220, Sr__ Nebraska 
Luke Kuechly_ _6'3", 235, Jr__Boston College 
Manti Te’o _6'2", 255, Jr__ Notre Dame 
Cliff Harris _95'11", 165, Jr_ Oregon 

Jayron Hosley _5'10", 170, Jr_ Virginia Tech 
Mark Barron _6'2,218,Sr._ Alabama 

T.J. McDonald Z6rSsr 20D Res SUSE 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


| Blair Walsh _95'10",192,Sr_ Georgia __ 
ren Drew Butler _6'2", 214, Sr.__ Georgia 
ee Eric Page _5'10", 180, Jr_ Toledo 

en Cliff Harris _5'11", 165, Jr_ Oregon 


Damaris Johnson _5'8",170,Sr.___ Tulsa 


pe 
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Lattimore: Alex Martinez; Te’O: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


Always wear your seat belt, and please don't drink and drive, ©2011 Nissan North America, Inc. 


INNOVATION BEYOND TWO DOORS 
Nissan MAXIMA’ 


The 290-hp 4-Door Sports Car” Nissan MAXIMA‘ Innovation for all. 


NissanUSA.com Ft » 


® 
PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 
JATHLON 2011 preseason 
Ro _ A} RAR a 
eA Ee Ee ~ ADVE E.. i & ira 
SECOND-TEAM ALL-AMERICA team 
OFFENSE 
Kellen Moore —6'0", 191, Sr__ Boise State 
“Knile Davis _$'0", 230, _Jr_ Arkansas 
“Trent Richardson _ =5 jibe 224, Jr_ Alabama 3 
Alshon Jeffery _ MAB A", 233, Jr South Carolina _ Kheeston Randall, DT, Texas 
Michael Floyd _6'3", 227, Sr__ Notre Dame THIRD-TEAM ALL-AMERICA 
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Big 10: Joe Robbins; USA: Viadimir Cherry/US Presswire; MAC: Aaron Josefczyk/Icon SMI; MWC: Tim Umphery 
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. Arkansas 

. Oklahoma 

. Oklahoma State 
. Texas A&M 

. Notre Dame 

. Arizona 

. Missouri 

. Baylor 

. Washington 

. Florida State 
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. Boise State 

. Baylor 

. Oklahoma 

. Oklahoma State 
. NC State 

USC 

. Oregon 

. Michigan 

. Arizona. 


. Oregon 

. Wisconsin 

. Texas A&M 

. South Carolina 
. Alabama 

. Michigan State 
. Arkansas 

. Boston College 
. Washington 

. Ohio State 
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COLLEGE FANTASY 
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TOP 200 OVERALL 


1. Case Keenum, QB, Houston 
2. LaMichael James, RB, Oregon 
3. Justin Blackmon, WR, Oklahoma State 
4. Ryan Broyles, WR, Oklahoma 
5. Dominique Davis, QB, East Carolina 
6. Lance Dunbar, RB, North Texas 
7. Bobby Rainey, RB, Western Kentucky 
8. Landry Jones, QB, Oklahoma 
9. Marcus Lattimore, RB, South Carolina 
10. Trent Richardson, RB, Alabama 
11. Bryant Moniz, QB, Hawaii 
12. Robert Griffin, QB, Baylor 
13. Knile Davis, RB, Arkansas 
14. Ronnie Hillman, RB, San Diego State 
15. Doug Martin, RB, Boise State 
16. David Wilson, RB, Virginia Tech 
17. Jordan White, WR, Western Michigan 
18. Kyle Padron, QB, SMU 
19. Brandon Weeden, QB, Oklahoma State 
20. Marcus Coker, RB, lowa 
21. Ryan Aplin, QB, Arkansas State 
22. Denard Robinson, Q8, Michigan 
23. Lance Lewis, WR, East Carolina 
24, Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
25. Montee Ball, RB, Wisconsin 
26. Chris Polk, RB, Washington 
27. Patrick Edwards, WR, Houston 
28. Eric Page, WR, Toledo 
29, Alshon Jeffery, WR, South Carolina 
30. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas ASM 
31. Cyrus Gray, RB, Texas A&M 
32. Austin Davis, QB, Southern Miss 
33. G,J. Kinne, QB, Tulsa 
34, Alex Carder, QB, Western Michigan 
35. Dan Persa, QB, Northwestern 
36. Juron Criner, WR, Arizona 
37, Kamar Jorden, WR, Bowling Green 
38. Cody Wilson, WR, Central Michigan 
39. Montel Harris, RB, Boston College 
40. James White, RB, Wisconsin 
41. Adonis Thomas, RB, Toledo 
42. Orleans Darkwa, RB, Tulane 
43. Mike Ball, RB, Nevada 
44. Geno Smith, QB, West Virginia 
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45. Damaris Johnson, WR, Tulsa 
46. Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon 
47. Kellen Moore, QB, Boise State 
48. Tavon Austin, WR, West Virginia 
49. Rodney Stewart, RB, Colorado 
50. Royce Pollard, WR, Hawaii 
51. Robert Woods, WR, USC 
52. Ray Graham, RB, Pittsburgh 
53. Lennon Creer, RB, Louisiana Tech 
54. Bernard Pierce, RB, Temple 
55. Rex Burkhead, RB, Nebraska 
56. Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 
57. Zach Line, RB, SMU 
58. Cole Beasley, WR, SMU 
59. Andre Ellington, RB, Clemson 
60. Ladarius Green, TE, UL Lafayette 
61. Russell Wilson, QB, NC State 
62. Andrew Luck, QB, Stanford 
63. Michael Eqnew, TE, Missouri 
64. Jeremy Ebert, WR, Northwestern 
65. Corey Robinson, QB, Troy 
66. Brandon Bolden, RB, Ole Miss 
67. Robert Turbin, RB, Utah State 
68. Darius Johnson, WR, SMU 
69. Stepfan Taylor, RB, Stanford 
70. Robbie Rouse, RB, Fresno State 
71. Bryan Ellis, QB, UAB 
72. LY. Hilton, WR, Florida International 
73. DJ Woods, WR, Cincinnati 
74. Nick Harwell, WR, Miami (Ohio) 
75. Tauren Poole, RB, Tennessee 
76. Kendall Wright, WR, Baylor 
77. Michael Dyer, RB, Auburn 
78. Cierre Wood, RB, Notre Dame 
79. Darriet Perry, RB, FIU 
80. Antwon Bailey, RB, Syracuse 
81. Marquess Wilson, WR, Washington State 
82. Kenny Stills, WR, Oklahoma 
83. Eric Stephens, RB, Texas Tech 
84. Vick Ballard, RB, Mississippi State 
85. Jason Ford, RB, Illinois 
86, Greg Childs, WR, Arkansas 
87. Jermaine Kearse, WR, Washington 
88. Theo Riddick, WR, Notre Dame 
89. Chandler Harnish, QB, Northern Illinois 
90. Matt Barkley, QB, USC 
91. TJ. Moe, WR, Missouri 
92. Daniel Herron, RB, Ohio State 
93. Silas Redd, RB, Penn State 
94. Nick Foles, QB, Arizona 
95. Tyler Wilson, QB, Arkansas 
96. Tyron Carrier, WR, Houston 
97. Zach Collaros, QB, Cincinnati 
98. Kendrick Hardy, RB, Southern Miss 
99. Pat Shed, RB, UAB 
100. Jeff Godfrey, QB, UCF 
101. Alex Torres, WR, Texas Tech 
102. Mohamed Sanu, WR, Rutgers 
103. Seth Doege, QB, Texas Tech 
104. Tyler Eifert, TE, Notre Dame 
105. Cody Hoffman, WR, BYU 
106. Bryce Beall, RB, Houston 
107. Davin Meggett, RB, Maryland 
108. Joseph Randle, RB, Oklahoma State 
109. Sam McGuffie, RB, Rice 
110. Luke Willson, TE, Rice 
111. Orson Charles, TE, Georgia 
112. Chris Owusu, WR, Stanford 
113. Isaiah Pead, RB, Cincinnati 
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114. Ed Wesley, RB, TCU 

115. Drake Dunsmore, TE, Northwestern 
116. Kolton Browning, QB, UL Monroe 
117. Taylor Martinez, QB, Nebraska 
118. Conner Vernon, WR, Duke 

119. Roy Roundtree, WR, Michigan 
120. Johnathan Franklin, RB, UCLA 
121. JJ Di Luigi, RB, BYU 

122. Spencer Ware, RB, LSU 

123. Jake Heaps, QB, BYU 

124. Lucas Reed, TE, New Mexico 

125. Jordan Reed, TE, Florida 

126. Dayne Crist, QB, Notre Dame 
127. Alabama DEF/SPT 

128. Boise State DEF/SPT 

129. Derek Moye, WR, Penn State 
130. Ryan Swope, WR, Texas ASM 
131. Tyler Shoemaker, WR, Boise State 
132. Malcolm Brown, RB, Texas 

133. Isi Sofele, RB, California 

134. Nathan Scheelhaase, QB, Illinois 
135. B,J. Cunningham, WR, Michigan State 
136. Geraldo Hiwat, WR, Boise State 

137. Darius Bright, WR, Hawaii 

138. Coby Fleener, TE, Stanford 

139. Isaiah Crowell, RB, Georgia 

140. Roy Finch, RB, Oklahoma 

141. Brandon Williams, RB, Oklahoma 
142. Dwayne Frampton, WR, Arkansas State 
143. Marc Tyler, RB, USC 

144. Tim Jefferson, QB, Air Force 

145. Joe Adams, WR, Arkansas 

146. Damarlo Belcher, WR, Indiana 
147. James Hanna, TE, Oklahoma 

148. Kyler Reed, TE, Nebraska 

149. Florida State DEF/SPT 

150. Virginia Tech DEF/SPT 

151. Christine Michael, RB, Texas ASM 
152. D.J. Shoemate, RB, Connecticut 
153. Da’Jon McKnight, WR, Minnesota 
154, Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
155, George Bryan, TE, NC State 

156. Nebraska DEF/SPT 

157. TCU DEF/SPT 

158. Ohio State DEF/SPT 

159. Dwight Jones, WR, North Carolina 
160. Marvin McNutt, WR, lowa 

161. Ryan Tannehill, QB, Texas ASM 
162. Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia 

163. Keola Antolin, RB, Arizona 

164, Latavius Murray, RB, UCF 

165. James Sims, RB, Kansas 

166. Shontrelle Johnson, RB, lowa State 
167. Raymond Sanders, RB, Kentucky 
168. A.J. Jenkins, WR, Illinois 

169. Kelvin Bolden, WR, Southern Miss 
170. Rishard Matthews, WR, Nevada 
171. Oregon DEF/SPT 

172. Florida DEF/SPT 

173. Gavin Escobar, TE, San Diego State 
174. Asher Clark, RB, Air Force 

175. Alexander Teich, RB, Navy 

176. Chris Rainey, RB, Florida 

176. Alvester Alexander, RB, Wyoming 
177. Lamar Miller, RB, Miami 

178. Joe Halahuni, TE, Oregon State 
179. Josh Gordon, WR, Baylor 

180. Austin Dantin, QB, Toledo 

181. Taylor McHargue, QB, Rice 


Visit LXETON sPorTs/ for expanded rankings along with more fantasy coverage. 
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182. Chris Relf, QB, Mississippi State 

183. Jeremy Wright, RB, Louisville 

184. Victor Anderson, RB, Louisville 

185. Jacob Pederson, TE, Wisconsin 

186. Tavarres King, WR, Georgia 

187. Ryan Lindley, QB, San Diego State 
188. E] Manuel, QB, Florida State 

189. Dominique Sandifer, WR, San Diego State 
190. Miah Ostrowski, WR, Hawaii 

191. Kenjon Barner, RB, Oregon 

192. Jared Hassin, RB, Army 

193. Mark Harrison, WR, Rutgers 

194. Terrance Wilkerson, WR, SMU 

195. Billy Ray Stutzmann, WR, Hawaii 
196. South Carolina DEF/SPT 

197. LSU DEF/SPT 

198. Kriss Proctor, QB, Navy 

199. Savon Huggins, RB, Rutgers 

200. Cameron Marshall, RB, Arizona State 


LaMICHAEL 
JAMES 


Keenum: Stephen Dunn/Getty Images; Blackmon: Layne Murdoch; James: Stepphen Brashear 


QUARTERBACKS 


Case Keenum, Houston 
Dominique Davis, East Carolina 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 
Bryant Moniz, Hawaii 

Robert Griffin, Baylor 

Kyle Padron, SMU 

Brandon Weeden, Oklahoma State 
Ryan Aplin, Arkansas State 

. Denard Robinson, Michigan 

. Austin Davis, Southern Miss 

. GJ. Kinne, Tulsa 

. Alex Carder, Western Michigan 
. Dan Persa, Northwestern 

. Geno Smith, West Virginia 

. Darron Thomas, Oregon 

16. Kellen Moore, Boise State 

17. Russell Wilson*, NC State 

18. Andrew Luck, Stanford 

19. Corey Robinson, Troy 

20. Bryan Ellis, UAB 

21. Chandler Harnish, Northern Illinois 
22. Matt Barkley, USC 

23. Nick Foles, Arizona 

24. Tyler Wilson, Arkansas 

25. Zach Collatos, Cincinnati 

26. Jeff Godfrey, UCF 

27. Seth Doege, Texas Tech 

28. Kolton Browning, UL Monroe 
29. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 

30. Jake Heaps, BYU 

31. Dayne Crist, Notre Dame 

32. Nathan Scheelhaase, Illinois 
33. Tim Jefferson, Air Force 

34. Terrelle Pryor, Ohio State 

35. Ryan Tannehill, Texas ASM 
36. Aaron Murray, Georgia 

37. Austin Dantin, Toledo 

38. Taylor McHargue, Rice 

39. Chris Relf, Mississippi State 
40. Ryan Lindley, San Diego State 
41. E] Manuel, Florida State 

42. Kriss Proctor, Navy 

43. Ryan Radcliff, Central Michigan 
44. Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech 
45. John Brantley, Florida 

46. Colby Cameron, Louisiana Tech 
47. Zac Dysert, Miami (Ohio) 

48. Stephen Garcia, South Carolina 
49. Kitk Cousins, Michigan State 
50. Danny O’Brien, Maryland 

51. Tyler Bray, Tennessee 

52. Brock Osweiler, Arizona State 
53. MarQueis Gray, Minnesota 

54. Alex Gillett, Eastern Michigan 
55. Matt Schilz, Bowling Green 
56. Sean Renfree, Duke 

57. Jeff Tuel, Washington State 
58. James Franklin, Missouri 

59. Tajh Boyd, Clemson 

60. Tevin Washington, Georgia Tech 
61. Ryan Katz, Oregon State 

62. Keith Wenning, Ball State 

63. Tino Sunseri, Pittsburgh 

64. Derek Carr, Fresno State 

65. Tyler Lantrip, Nevada 

66. Barrett Trotter, Auburn 

67. Jordan Wynn, Utah 

68. Casey Pachall, TCU 

69. Keith Price, Washington 

70. B.J. Oaniels, South Florida 

71. Garrett Gilbert, Texas 

72. Ryan Nassib, Syracuse 

73. Rob Henry, Purdue 

74. Jacory Harris, Miami 

75. Bryn Renner, North Carolina 
76. Trent Steelman, Army © 

77, Pete Thomas, Colorado State 
78. Collin Klein, Kansas State 

79. Tyler Tettleton, Ohio 

80. Chris Masson, UL Lafayette 
“wilson projects as 17th-renked QB if he returns to school 
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RUNNING BACKS - 


LaMichael James, Oregon 
Lance Dunbar, North Texas 
Bobby Rainey, Western Kentucky 
Marcus Lattimore, South Carolina 
Trent Richardson, Alabama 
Knile Davis, Arkansas 

Ronnie Hillman, San Diego State 
Doug Martin, Boise State 
David Wilson, Virginia Tech 
10. Marcus Coker, lowa 

11. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 

12. Chris Polk, Washington 

13. Cyrus Gray, Texas ASM 

14. Montel Harris, Boston College 
15. James White, Wisconsin 

16. Adonis Thomas, Toledo 

17. Orleans Darkwa, Tulane 

18. Mike Ball, Nevada 

19. Rodney Stewart, Colorado 

20. Ray Graham, Pittsburgh 

21. Lennon Creer, Louisiana Tech 
22. Bernard Pierce, Temple 

23. Rex Burkhead, Nebraska 
*24, Edwin Baker, Michigan State 
25. Zach Line, SMU 

26, Andre Ellington, Clemson 

27, Brandon Boldén, Ole Miss 

28. Robert Turbin, Utah State 

29. Stepfan Taylor, Stanford 

30. Robbie Rouse, Fresno State 
31. Tauren Poole, Tennessee 

32. Michael Dyer, Auburn 

33. Cierre Wood, Notre Dame 

34, Darriet Perry, FIU 

35. Antwon Bailey, Syracuse 

36. Eric Stephens, Texas Tech 

37. Vick Ballard, Mississippi State 
38. Jason Ford, Illinois 

39. Daniel Herron, Ohio State 

40. Silas Redd, Penn State 


_WIDE RECEIVERS 


1. Justin Blackmon, Oklahoma State 
2. Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 

3. Jordan White, Western Michigan 
Lance Lewis, East Carolina 
Michael Floyd, Notre Dame 
Patrick Edwards, Houston 

Eric Page, Toledo 

Alshon Jeffery, South Carolina 

. Jeff Fuller, Texas ASM 

10. Juron Criner, Arizona 

11. Kamar Jorden, Bowling Green 
12. Cody Wilson, Central Michigan 
13. Damaris Johnson, Tulsa 

14, Tavon Austin, West Virginia 

15. Royce Pollard, Hawaii 

16. Robert Woods, USC 

17. Cole Beasley, SMU 

18. jeremy Ebert, Northwestern 

19. Darius Johnson, SMU 

20. TY. Hilton, Florida International 
21. DJ Woods, Cincinnati 

22. Nick Harwell, Miami (Ohio) 

23. Kendall Wright, Baylor 

24. Marquess Wilson, Washington State 
25. Kenny Stills, Oklahoma 

26. Greg Childs, Arkansas 

27. Jermaine Kearse, Washington 
28. Theo Riddick, Notre Dame 

29. Tj. Moe, Missouri : 
30. Tyron Carrier, Houston 

31. Alex Torres, Texas Tech 

32. Mohamed Sanu, Rutgers 

33. Cody Hoffman, BYU 

34. Chris Owusu, Stanford 

35. Conner Vernon, Duke 

36. Roy Roundtree, Michigan 

37. Derek Moye, Penn State 

38. Ryan Swope, Texas A&M 

39. Tyler Shoemaker, Boise State 
40. B,J. Cunningham, Michigan State 
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41. Kendrick Hardy, Southern Miss 
42. Pat Shed, UAB 

43. Bryce Beall, Houston 

44. Davin Meggett, Maryland 

45. Joseph Randle, Oklahoma State 
46. Sam McGuffie, Rice 

47, \saiah Pead, Cincinnati 

48, Ed Wesley, TCU 

49. Johnathan Franklin, UCLA 

50. }) Di Luigi, BYU 

51. Spencer Ware, LSU 

52. Malcolm Brown, Texas 

53. Isi Sofele, California 

54. Isaiah Crowell, Georgia 

55. Roy Finch, Oklahoma 

56. Brandon Williams, Oklahoma 
57. Marc Tyler, USC 

58. Christine Michael, Texas A&M 
59. DJ. Shoemate, Connecticut 
60. Keola Antolin, Arizona 

61. Latavius Murray, UCF 

62. James Sims, Kansas 

63. Shontrelle Johnson, lowa State 
64. Raymond Sanders, Kentucky 
65. Asher Clark, Air Force 

66. Alexander Teich, Navy 

67. Chris Rainey, Florida 

68. Alvester Alexander, Wyoming 
69. Lamar Miller, Miami 

70. Jeremy Wright, Louisville 

71, Victor Anderson, Louisville 

72. Kenjon Barner, Oregon 

73. Jarred Hassin, Army 

74. Savon Huggins, Rutgers 

75, Cameron Marshall, Arizona State 
76. Stephen Hopkins, Michigan 
77. Chris Thompson, Florida State 
78. Jasmin Hopkins, Northern Illinois 
79. Josh Harris, Wake Forest 

80. Jeremy Smith, Oklahoma State 


41. Geraldo Hiwat, Boise State 

42. Darius Bright, Hawaii 

43. Dwayne Frampton, Arkansas State 
44, Joe Adams, Arkansas 

45. Damarlo Belchei, Indiana 

46. Da‘Jon McKnight, Minnesota 
47. Dwight Jones, North Carolina 
48. Marvin McNutt, lowa 

49. AJ. Jenkins, Illinois 

50. Kelvin Bolden, Southern Miss 
51. Rishard Matthews, Nevada 

52. Josh Gordon, Baylor 

53. Tavarres King, Georgia 

54. Dominique Sandifer, San Diego State 
55. Miah Ostrowski, Hawaii 

56. Mark Harrison, Rutgers 

57. Terrance Wilkerson, SMU 

58. Billy Ray Stutzmann, Hawaii 
59. Rueben Randle, LSU 

60. Marvin Jones, California 

61. Markus Wheaton, Oregon State 
62. Chad Bumphis, Mississippi State 
63. Josh Huff, Oregon 

64. Da’Rick Rogers, Tennessee 

65. Chip Reeves, Troy 

66. Ivan McCartney, West Virginia 
67. DeVier Posey, Ohio State 

68. Devin Street, Pittsburgh 

69. justin Hunter, Tennessee 

70. Keenan Allen, California 

71. Marquis Maze, Alabama 

72. Quinton Dunbar, Florida 

73. E.J. Smith, Houston 

74, DeAndre Hopkins, Clemson 
75. Marcus Sales, Syracuse 

76. Tyshon Goode, Kent State 

77. Josh Cooper, Oklahoma State 
78. Emory Blake, Auburn 

79. Donovan Varner, Duke 

80. Tyler Urban, West Virginia 
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TIGHT ENDS 


1. Ladarius Green, UL Lafayette 
2. Michael Egnew, Missouri 
3. Tyler Eifert, Notre Dame 
4, Luke Willson, Rice 
5. Orson Charles, Georgia 
6. Drake Dunsmore, Northwestern 
7. Lucas Reed, New Mexico 
8. Jordan Reed, Florida 
9. Coby Fleener, Stanford 
10. James Hanna, Oklahoma 
11. Kyler Reed, Nebraska 
12. George Bryan, NC State 
13. Gavin Escobar, San Diego State 
14, Joe Halahuni, Oregon State 
15. Jacob Pederson, Wisconsin 
16. Dwayne Allen, Clemson 
17. Eric Lair, Minnesota 
18. David Paulson, Oregon 
19. Kyle Efaw, Boise State 
20. Brandon Barden, Vanderbilt 
21. Jake Stoneburner, Ohio State 
22. Ryan Otten, San Jose State 
23. Cooper Helfet, Duke 
24, Ted Bolser, indiana 
25. Kevin Koger, Michigan 
26. Philip Lutzenkirchen, Auburn 
27. Chris Gragg, Arkansas 
28. 0.C. Jefferson, Rutgers 
29. Deangelo Peterson, LSU 
30. Jack Doyle, Western Kentucky 


_DEFENSE/ST 


EMPL EEIS 


1, Alabama 
2. Boise State 
3. Florida State 
4. Virginia Tech 
5. Nebraska 
6. TCU 
7. Ohio State 
8. Oregon 
9. Florida 
10. South Carolina 
11. LSU 
12. Missouri 
13. Texas 
14. Boston College 
15. lowa 
16. Oklahoma 
17. Notre Dame 
18. Georgia 
19. Miami 
20. Arkansas 
21, Texas A&M 
| 22. Penn State 
23. Connecticut 
24. North Carolina 
25. West Virginia 
25. UCF 
26. Arizona: State 
27. NC State 
28. BYU 
29. USC 
30. Oklahoma State 


KICKERS 


1. Danny Hrapmann, Southern Miss 
2. Blair Walsh, Georgia 
3. Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
4. Philip Welch, Wisconsin 
5. Aaron Jones, Baylor 
6. Grant Ressel, Missouri 
7. Zach Hocker, Arkansas 
8. Michael Barbour, East Carolina 
9. Dan Conroy, Michigan State 
10. Jimmy Stevens, Oklahoma 
11. Abel Perez, San Diego State 
12. Quinn Sharp, Oklahoma State 
13. Derek Dimke, Illinois 
14. Will Snyderwine, Duke 
15. David Ruffer, Notre Dame 
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CASE KEENUM 
QB, Houston 


JAMES WHITE 


RB, Wisconsin 


% MONTEL HARRIS 
RB, Boston College 


CODY WILSON 


WR, Central Michigan 


AUSTIN DAVIS 


QB, Southern Miss 
” ADONIS THOMAS 


RB, Toledo 


™ KENDALL WRIGHT 


WR, Baylor 


% ALEXANDER TEICH 


RB, Navy 


GERALDO HIWAT 
WR, Boise State 


v0 JACOB PEDERSON 


TE, Wisconsin 


QB, Rice 
TIM JEFFERSON 
QB, Air Force 


TCU 
DEF/ST 


JARED HASSIN 
RB, Army 
JAMES RODGERS 
WR, Oregon State 


MARK HARRISON 
WR, Rutgers 


LAVASIER TUINEI 
WR, Oregon 


LSU 
DEF/ST 


27 DANNY HRAPMANN 2? 


K, Southern Miss 


20 CAMERON MARSHALL ? 


RB, Arizona State 


? LaMICHAEL JAMES 
RB, Oregon 
% JORDAN WHITE 
WR, Western Michigan 


% MARCUS COKER 
RB, lowa 


‘7 ALEX CARDER 
QB, Western Michigan 
80 LADARIUS GREEN 
TE, UL Lafayette 
™ DARIUS JOHNSON 
WR, SMU 
™% NICK FOLES 
QB, Arizona 


% EDWIN BAKER 
RB, Michigan State 


% ~~ JASON FORD 
RB, Illinois 

117 NATHAN SCHEELHAASE 
QB, Illinois 


"| TAYLOR MCHARGUE ' KELVIN BOLDEN 


WR, Southern Miss 
43 CONNER VERNON 
WR, Duke 
146 MARCUS SALES 
__WR, Syracuse 


BRYCE BROWN 
RB, Kansas State 


167 


' RAYMOND SANDERS ™ 


RB, Kentucky 


‘| MIKE SHANAHAN 

WR, Pittsburgh 
TAJH BOYD 
QB, Clemson 


OKLAHOMA 
DEF/ST 


DUSTIN HOPKINS 
K, Florida State 


PERRY JONES 
RB, Virginia 


194 
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3 JUSTIN BLACKMON 
WR, Oklahoma State 


22 RYAN APLIN 
QB, Arkansas State 
27 RAY GRAHAM 
RB, Pittsburgh 
“ BRANDON BOLDEN 
RB, Ole Miss 
51 ANDREW LUCK 
QB, Stanford 
7 LENNON CREER 
RB, Louisiana Tech 
% JEREMY EBERT 
WR, Northwestern 
%* BRANDON WILLIAMS 
RB, Oklahoma 
%® NICK HARWELL 
WR, Miami (Ohio) 
"8 KENDRICK HARDY 
RB, Southern Miss 
123 TYRON CARRIER 
WR, Houston 
CHRIS RELF 
QB, Mississippi State 
ROY FINCH 
RB, Oklahoma 
RYAN LINDLEY 
QB, San Diego State 
LUCAS REED 
TE, New Mexico 
DWIGHT JONES 
WR, North Carolina 
CHRIS RAINEY 
RB, Florida 
KRISS PROCTOR 
QB, Navy 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEF/ST 


ABEL PEREZ 
K, San Diego State 


142 


7 


166 


195 


2 


219 


28 
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“RYAN BROYLES 
WR, Oklahoma 


2) ROBERT GRIFFIN 
QB, Baylor 
7 LANCE LEWIS 
WR, East Carolina 
 RODNEY STEWART 
RB, Colorado 


52 MICHAEL EGNEW 
TE, Missouri 


& BERNARD PIERCE 
RB, Temple 
% ZACH LINE 
RB, SMU 
93 RISHARD MATTHEWS 
WR, Nevada 
JEFF GODFREY 
QB, UCF 
SPENCER WARE 
RB, LSU 
PAT SHED 
RB, UAB 
COLBY CAMERON 
QB, Louisiana Tech 
8 VICTOR ANDERSON 
RB, Louisville 
TYLER URBAN 
WR, West Virginia 
JAMES SIMS 
RB, Kansas 
187 MIAH OSTROWSKI 
WR, Hawaii 
BILLY FOSTER 
RB/WR, Memphis 
AARON JONES 
K, Baylor 
OREGON 
DEF/ST 


237 JAMES FRANKLIN 
QB, Missouri 


100 
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124 


a3] 


165 


172 
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213 


220 
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5MARCUS LATTIMORE 
RB, South Carolina 


2 MICHAEL FLOYD 
WR, Notre Dame 


% KYLE PADRON 
QB, SMU 


“ DARRON THOMAS 
QB, Oregon 
53 ANDRE ELLINGTON 
RB, Clemson 
8 SAM McGUFFIE 
RB, Rice 
™ — CHRIS OWUSU 
WR, Stanford 
% ORSON CHARLES 
TE, Georgia 
ISAIAH CROWELL 
RB, Georgia 
DAYNE CRIST 
QB, Notre Dame 


"8 RUSSELL SHEPARD 
WR, LSU 


40 DEVIER POSEY 
WR, Ohio State 
LAMAR MILLER 
RB, Miami 
FLORIDA STATE 
DEF/ST 
"3 TERRANCE WILKERSON 
WR, SMU 
1 JOHN BRANTLEY 
QB, Florida 
DEREK MOYE 
WR, Penn State 
DAVID RUFFER 
K, Notre Dame 
221 WASHAUN EALEY 
RB, Georgia 


238 DEONTE THOMPSON 
WR, Florida 


101 


16 


z= 
S 


7 


212 
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§ DOMINIQUE DAVIS 
QB, East Carolina 


DOUG MARTIN 
RB, Boise State 
® ORLEANS DARKWA 
RB, Tulane 
aI ERIC PAGE 
WR, Toledo 
% ROBERT WOODS 
WR, USC 
a MIKE BALL 
RB, Nevada 
7% ROBERT TURBIN 
RB, Utah State 
COREY ROBINSON 
QB, Troy 
T.J. MOE 
WR, Missouri 
DARRIET PERRY 
RB, FIU 
'26CHANDLER HARNISH 
QB, Northern Illinois 
ERIC STEPHENS 
RB, Texas Tech 
180 LUKE WILLSON 
TE, Rice 
163 SHONTRELLE JOHNSON 
RB, lowa State 
% BJ. CUNNINGHAM 
WR, Michigan State 
1” RYAN TANNEHILL 
QB, Texas A&M 
18 JASMIN HOPKINS 
RB, Northern Illinois 
211 BILLY RAY STUTZMANN 
WR, Hawaii 
TEXAS 
DEF/ST 


ZACH HOCKER 
K, Arkansas 


102 


5 


139 


22 


235 


Follow us on Guvi&ESF For coverage of all things fantasy throughout the season follow twitter.com/AthlonSports 


SCORING 


OFFENSE 

10 yards rushing = 1 point 
10 yards receiving = 1 point 
25 yards passing = 1 point 
4 points per passing TD 


“ PATRICK 
SNOW 


ATHLON SPORTS 


7 LANDRY JONES 
QB, Oklahoma 


CYRUS GRAY 
RB, Texas A&M 


CHRIS POLK 
RB, Washington 


 DAMARIS JOHNSON 


18 


n 


6 points per rushing TO 

6 points per receiving TD 

6 points per punt/kick return TO 
0.5 points per reception 


For seiner analvels of the mock draft visit ATHLONSPORTS.COM/FANTASY — 


' ESSELINK | 
® DAVID WILSON 
RB, Virginia Tech 
” DENARD ROBINSON 
QB, Michigan 
ROBBIE ROUSE 
RB, Fresno State 


PATRICK EDWARDS 


32 


WR, Tulsa WR, Houston 
55 GENO SMITH 5$ DARIUS BRIGHT 
QB, West Virginia WR, Hawaii 
% DJ WOODS BRYAN ELLIS 
WR, Cincinnati QB, UAB 
” ~~ CIERRE WOOD #® VICK BALLARD 
RB, Notre Dame RB, Mississippi State 
% KENNY STILLS % VIRGINIA TECH 
WR, Oklahoma DEF/ST 
103 ISAIAH PEAD 104 SETH DOEGE 
RB, Cincinnati QB, Texas Tech 
"4 TYLERWILSON ‘ JUSTINHUNTER 
QB, Arkansas WR, Tennessee 
27 BOISE STATE a IS] SOFELE 
DEF/ST RB, California 
"8 CHRISTINE MICHAEL ” EDWESLEY 
RB, Texas A&M RB, TCU 
1 JOE ADAMS i ROSS APO 
WR, Arkansas WR, BYU 
| 2 JAMESHANNA DJ. SHOEMATE 
TE, Oklahoma RB, Connecticut 
| 5 RYAN SWOPE 6 KIRBY MOORE 
WR, Texas A&M WR, Boise State 
1 EJ MANUEL 18 JIMMY STEVENS 
QB, Florida State K, Oklahoma 
| 9 JOSH HUFF 200 SAVON HUGGINS 
WR, Oregon RB, Rutgers 
210 CHARLESSIMS *?  QHIOSTATE 
RB, Houston DEF/ST 
23 ~BLAIRWALSH 4 RYAN RADCLIFF 
K, Georgia QB, Central Michigan 
234 DAJON MCKNIGHT * DION SIMS 
WR, Minnesota TE, Michigan State 


Follow us on CUvIELES Forcoverage of all things fantasy throughout the season follow twitter.com/AthlonSports 
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KICKING 

39 yards and under = 3 points 
40-49 yards = 4 points 

50-59 yards = 5 points 

60+ yards = 6 points 


’ BRADEN > 
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* TRENT RICHARDSON 
RB, Alabama 


MONTEE BALL 
RB, Wisconsin 


3 BRANDON WEEDEN 
QB, Oklahoma State 


JEFF FULLER 
WR, Texas A&M 


REX BURKHEAD 
RB, Nebraska 


MATT BARKLEY 
QB, USC 


TAUREN POOLE 


RB, Tennessee 


% JERMAINE KEARSE 
WR, Washington 


JAKE HEAPS 
QB, BYU 


THEO RIDDICK 
WR, Notre Dame 


ANTWON BAILEY 
RB, Syracuse 


CODY HOFFMAN 
WR, BYU 


JORDAN REED 
TE, Florida 


LOGAN THOMAS 
QB, Virginia Tech 
BRYCE BEALL 
RB, Houston 
FLORIDA 
DEF/ST 
CHAD BUMPHIS 
WR, Mississippi State 
208 KENJON BARNER 
RB, Oregon 
#5 DA'RICK ROGERS 
WR, Tennessee 


DAN CONROY 
K, Michigan State 


16 


40 


57 


4 


105 


12 


36 


53 


60 


7 


84 


201 


232 


TEAM DEFENSES 
0 points allowed - 15 pts 
2-6 points allowed - 10 pts 
7-13 points allowed - 7 pts 
14-20 points allowed - 4 pts 
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© LANCE DUNBAR 
RB, North Texas 


G.J. KINNE 
QB, Tulsa 


% — JURON CRINER 
WR, Arizona 


% ALSHON JEFFERY 
WR, South Carolina 
DAN PERSA 
QB, Northwestern 

8 KAMAR JORDEN 
WR, Bowling Green 
T.Y. HILTON 
WR, FIU 
8’? MALCOLM BROWN 
RB, Texas 
DAN HERRON 
RB, Ohio State 
JJ DI LUIGI 
RB, BYU 
ROY ROUNDTREE 
WR, Michigan 
TYLER EIFERT 
TE, Notre Dame 
ALABAMA 
DEF/ST 
18? KOLTON BROWNING 

QB, UL Monroe 
7 STEPHEN HOPKINS 
RB, Michigan 
AARON MURRAY 
QB, Georgia 
GEORGE FARMER 
WR, USC 
KEOLA ANTOLIN 
RB, Arizona 


ASHER CLARK 
RB, Air Force 


5 


82 


106 


i 


30 


35 


54 


183 


202 


207 


226 


21-27 points allowed - 2 pts 
28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
35+ points allowed - (-2) pts 
Safeties - 2 pts 


/~ MITCH 
[LIGHT 


" 


KNILE DAVIS 
RB, Arkansas 


™ RONNIE HILLMAN 
RB, San Diego State 
3% KELLEN MOORE 
QB, Boise State 
TAVON AUSTIN 
WR, West Virginia 
MICHAEL DYER 
RB, Auburn 
8 ZACH COLLAROS 
QB, Cincinnati 
JOSEPH RANDLE 
RB, Oklahoma State 
GREG CHILDS 
WR, Arkansas 
‘07 MARQUESS WILSON 
WR, Wash. State 
"0 TERRELLE PRYOR 
QB, Ohio State 
ALEX TORRES 
WR, Texas Tech 
1% DAVIN MEGGETT 
RB, Maryland 
5 DRAKE DUNSMORE 
TE, Northwestern 
TYLER BRAY 
QB, Tennessee 
MARC TYLER 
RB, USC 
NEBRASKA 
DEF/ST 
IVAN McCARTNEY 
WR, West Virginia 
RUSSELL WILSON 
QB, NC State 


27 ANDRE WILLIAMS 
RB, Boston College 


83 


86 


131 


158 


179 


182 


203 


206 


MICHAEL BARBOUR *° GRANT RESSEL 


K, East Carolina 


K, Missouri 


Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 
Interceptions recovered - 3 pts 
Sacks - 1 pt 

Defensive/Special Teams TDs - 6 pts 


( smirn ee) 
BOBBY RAINEY 
RB, W. Kentucky 


BRYANT MONIZ 
QB, Hawaii 


36 STEPFAN TAYLOR 
RB, Stanford 


” ROYCE POLLARD 
WR, Hawaii a=! 


6 LATAVIUS MURRAY 
RB, UCF 


COLE BEASLEY | 
wR, SMU ee | 
% TAYLOR MARTINEZ 


QB, Nebraska 


% MOHAMED SANU 
WR, Rutgers fat 
SILAS REDD 
RB, Penn State 


"01 JOHNATHAN FRANKLIN 
RB, UCLA oa 


182 UZOMA NWACHUKWU 
WR, Texas A&M 

‘3 TYLER SHOEMAKER 
WR, Boise State = 


UCF 
DEF/ST } 
COBY FLEENER SK 


TE, Stanford 


NICK MONTANA 
QB, Washington 


DARRELL SCOTT 


RB, South ar ae 


TYLER LANTRIP 
QB, Nevada 


DANNY WEBSTER 7] 
WR, ECU 


JEFF DEMPS 
RB, Florida 


PHILIP WELCH 
K, Wisconsin 


13 Pad | 


| 


| 


at 


106 


157 
180 
181 
204 
205 
228 


229 


—— 
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Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Jadeveon Clowney DE 6'6" 245 Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 51. Desmond Jackson DT 6'1" 280 Houston, TX Texas 
2. Cyrus Kouandjio OL 66" 322 Hyattsville, MD Alabama 52. Brey Cook OL 6'7" 317 Springdale, AR Arkansas 
3. La’El Collins OL 6'4" 314 Baton Rouge, LA LSU 53. Brent Calloway RB 6'2" 217 Russellville, AL Alabama 
4. Malcolm Brown RB 6'0" 215 Belton, TX Texas 54. Herschel Sims RB 5'8" 190 Abilene, TX Oklahoma State 
5. DeAnthony Thomas ATH 5'9" 160 LosAngeles, CA Oregon 55. Damian Swann DB 6'1" 170 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
6. George Farmer WR 6'1" 205 Gardena, CA USC 56. DeAnthony Arnett WR 6'0" 175 Saginaw, Ml Tennessee 
7. Anthony Johnson DT 6'3" 294 New Orleans, LA LSU 57. Kasen Williams WR 6'2" 210 Sammamish,WA — Washington 
8. Christian Westerman OL 6'5" 285 Chandler,AZ Auburn 58. Devon Blackmon WR 6'1" 177 Fontana, CA Oregon 
9. Isaiah Crowell RB 5'11" 210 Columbus, GA Georgia 59. Josh Turner DB 6'0" 175 Oklahoma City, OK Texas 
10. Hasean Clinton-Dix DB 6'1" 203 Orlando, FL Alabama 60. Christian LeMay QB 6'2" 195 Matthews, NC Georgia 
11. Karlos Williams DB 6'2" 210 Davenport, FL Florida State 61. Malcolm Mitchell ATH 6'1" 187 Valdosta, GA Georgia 
12. James Wilder Jr. RB 6'2" 219 Tampa, FL Florida State 62. Erique Florence S  6'3" 190 Valley, AL Auburn 
13. Tim Jernigan DT 6'2" 275 Lake City, FL Florida State 63. Xzavier Dickson LB 6'3" 240 Griffin, GA Alabama 
14. Ray Drew DE/LB 6'5" 243 Thomasville, GA Georgia 64. Margise Lee WR 6'0" 190 Gardena, CA USC 
15. Tony Steward LB 6'2" 225 St. Augustine, FL Clemson 65. Brandon Shell OL 6'6" 316 Goose Creek,SC South Carolina 
16. Stephone Anthony LB 6'3" 220 Wadesboro, NC Clemson 66. Nikolas Brassell WR 6'0" 175 Batesville, MS Mississippi 
17. Jeff Driskel QB 6'4" 238 Oviedo, FL Florida 67. Mike Blakely RB 5'9" 205 Bradenton, FL Florida 
18. Curtis Grant LB 6'3" 225 Richmond, VA Ohio State 68. Antonio Richardson OL 6'6" 325 Nashville, TN Tennessee 
19. Jarvis Landry WR 5'11" 190 Lutcher, LA LSU 69. James Vaughters LB 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain,GA — Stanford 
20. Brandon Williams RB 6'0" 190 Brookshire, TX Oklahoma 70. Cyrus Hobbi OL 6'3" 275 Scottsdale, AZ USC 
21. Trey Metoyer WR 6'2" 185 Whitehouse, TX Oklahoma 71. Victor Blackwell WR 6'1" 185 Santa Ana, CA USC 
22. Aaron Lynch DL 6'6" 240 Cape Coral, FL Notre Dame 72. LaDarius Brown ATH 6'2" 190 Waxahachie,TX TCU 
23. Steve Edmond LB 6'3" 235  Daingerfield, TX Texas 73. A.C. Leonard TE 6'4" 245 Jacksonville, FL Florida 
24. Sammy Watkins WR 61" 180 Fort Myers, FL Clemson 74. Quan Bray ATH 5'10" 170 LaGrange, GA Auburn 
25. Aaron Green RB 5'11" 190 San Antonio, TX Nebraska 75. Kelvin Benjamin WR 6'6" 210 Belle Glade, FL Florida State 
26. Nick O'Leary TE 6'4" 235 Palm Beach, FL Florida State 76. Demetrious Nicholson DB 5'11" 170 Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 
27. Ishaq Williams LB 6'5" 242 Brooklyn, NY Notre Dame 77. Rodney Coe RB 6'3" 238 Glen Carbon, IL lowa 
28. Savon Huggins RB 6'0" 200 Jackson, NJ Rutgers 78. Kris Frost ATH 6'2" 215 Matthews, NC Auburn 
29. Mike Bellamy RB 5'10" 185 Punta Gorda, FL Clemson 79. Marvin Shinn WR 6'3" 193 Prichard, AL Alabama 
30. Braxton Miller QB 6'3" 210 HuberHeights,OH  OhioState 80. Ken Hayes DL 6'5" 240 Toledo, OH Ohio State 
31. Jay Rome TE 6'6" 250 Valdosta, GA Georgia 81. Jermauria Rasco DE 6'4" 240 Shreveport, LA LSU 
32. Trey DePriest LB 6'2" 232 Springfield, OH Alabama 82. Gabe Wright DL 6'4" 310 Columbus, GA Auburn 
33. Austin Seferian-JenkinsTE 6'6" 250 Fox Island, WA Washington 83. Kiaro Holts OL 6'5" 275 Indianapolis,IN North Carolina 
34. Lawrence Thomas LB 6'4" 245 Detroit, MI Michigan State 84. Angelo Mangiro OL 6'2" 290 Succasunna, NJ Penn State 
35. Greg Townsend Jr. DL 6'3" 275 Beverly Hills, CA USC 85. Jamal Turner QB 61" 175 Arlington, TX Nebraska 
36. Doran Grant DB 5'11" 180 Akron, OH Ohio State 86. Gregory Robinson OL 6'5" 305 Thibodaux, LA Auburn 
37. Charone Peake WR 6'3" 200 Roebuck, SC Clemson 87. Brendon Bigelow TB 5'10" 180 Fresno, CA California 
38. Quandre Diggs DB 5'10" 190 Angleton, TX Texas 88. Wayne Lyons S  6'1" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Stanford 
39. Colt Lyerla WR 6'5" 225 Hillsboro, OR Oregon 89. Kenny Hilliard RB 5'11" 225 Patterson, LA LSU 
40. Ben Koyack TE 6'5" 242 Oil City, Pa Notre Dame 90. Todd Barr DL 6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA California 
41. Matt Hegarty OL 6'5" 280 Aztec,NM Notre Dame 91. Jordan Phillips DT 6'6" 290 Towanda, KS Oklahoma 
42. Dee Hart RB 5'9" 195 Orlando, FL Alabama 92. C.J. Johnson LB 6'2" 235 Philadelphia, MS Ole Miss 
43. Anthony Chickillo DE 6'4" 248 Tampa, FL Miami 93 Nick Waisome CB 5'10" 165 Groveland, FL Florida State 
44. Stephon Tuitt DL 6'5" 270 Monroe, GA Notre Dame 94. Steve Miller DL 6'4" 245 Canton, OH Ohio State 
45. Viliami Moala DT 6'3" 350 Sacramento, CA California 95. Reese Dismukes C _6'3" 290 = Spanish Fort, AL Auburn 
46. Jeoffrey Pagan DL 6'4" 272 Asheville, NC Alabama 96. Teddy Bridgewater QB 6'3" 180 Miami, FL Louisville 
47. Bobby Hart OL 6'5" 298 FortLauderdale,FL FloridaState 97. Brett Hundley QB 6'4" 210 Chandler, AZ UCLA 
48. Michael Bennett DL 6'3" 280 Centerville, OH Ohio State 98. Jaxon Shipley WR 6'1" 183 Brownwood, TX Texas 
49. Sedrick Flowers OL 6'3" 290 Houston, TX Texas 99. Antwaun Woods DL 61" 325 Woodland Hills, CA USC 
50. Kiehl Frazier QB 6'3" 210 Springdale, AR Auburn 100. Tyler Moore OL 6'6" 300 Clearwater, FL Nebraska 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of six major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com/recruiting. 
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1. FLORIDA STATE The Noles’ recruiting ef- 
forts improved dramatically following the an- 
nouncement that Jimbo Fisher was finally — and 
Officially — taking over for Bobby Bowden as the 
head coach at Florida State. Fisher signed the No. 
11-rated class last year and followed up with the 
No. 1 class in February. FSU’s haul is highlighted 
by 15 players who are slated to play on either the 
offensive or defensive line. 


2. TEXAS No one gets started earlier than the 
Longhorns, and they landed most of this class 
prior to last summer. Texas signed 16 players 
ranked in the top 250 in the country, most notably 
Malcolm Brown, the nation’s No. 1 running back. 
Brown, who has been compared to Adrian Peter- 
son, and Jaxon Shipley (Jordan's brother) lead an 
explosive collection of offensive skill players. 


3. ALABAMA Alabama tied for the lead with 
eight signees in the 2011 AC100. Nick Saban also 
landed the nation’s No. 1 defensive back (Hasean 
Clinton-Dix) and offensive lineman (Cyrus Kouand- 
jio). There is plenty of offensive skill in this class as 
well, with electric athletes like running back Dee 
Hart and wide receiver Marvin Shinn, as well. This 
class could have been ranked No. 1. 


4, USC The NCAA sanctions had little effect on 
the Trojans’ recruiting efforts. Featuring eight early 
enrollees, this group is long on athletic ability and 
versatility. All areas of the roster were addressed, 
especially the defensive front seven and quarter- 
back. This is the ninth straight season USC has 
signed the top class in its conference. 


5. AUBURN The BCS title game gave an obvi- 
ous boost to the Tigers’ recruiting efforts as Gene 
Chizik experienced as good a final month on the 
trail as any coach has had in recent years. Auburn 
tied for the lead with eight AC100 signees and 
signed one of the top offensive line classes in the 
nation. Athletic Kiehl Frazier, the No. 3 quarterback 
in the nation, could be ready to step in and take 
over the offense right away. 


6. OHIO STATE The Buckeyes, who went 
heavy on defensive players, signed the best class 
in the Big Ten for the third time in four years. Jim 
Tressel landed four AC100 players on defense, and 
he restocked the defensive line with five signees. 
The nation’s No. 2 quarterback, Braxton Miller, 
could see the field quickly with suspensions loom- 
ing for the Buckeyes. 


7. GEORGIA Mark Richt won key in-state bat- 
tles for elite recruits Isaiah Crowell (running back), 
Ray Drew (end/linebacker), Jay Rome (tight end) 
and Malcolm Mitchell (athlete). In fact, 19 of the 
26 signees hail from the Peach State. 


8, LSU Les Miles capitalized on the best year for 
talent in the Pelican State in recent memory by 
landing six of the top seven Louisiana prospects. 
Linemen La’El Collins and Anthony Johnson were 
top-10 recruits nationally and developed into lead- 
ers on the trail, referring to this Tigers’ haul as “The 
Fam” — as in, keep it in the Louisiana family. 


9. CLEMSON Another strong closing job gave 
the Tigers their sixth straight top-four recruiting 
class in the ACC. This group features the top two 
linebackers in the nation (Tony Steward and 
Stephone Anthony), a deep defensive line class 
and electric playmakers, led by wide receiver 
Sammy Watkins and running back Mike Bellamy. 


10. OREGON Chip Kelly once again dipped into 
talent-rich states like Texas, Florida and Michigan 
and beat the local teams for talent. Stealing ath- 
lete DeAnthony Thomas, No. 5 in the AC100, on 
Signing Day was a recruiting coup for this class. 


11. NOTRE DAME Signed arguably the nation’s 
top defensive end class, led by Aaron Lynch and 
Stephon Tuitt. 


12. FLORIDA The Gators signed the nation’s 
No. 1 quarterback (Jeff Driskel) and some excel- 
lent defensive backs. 


13. CALIFORNIA Three AC100 talents make 
this class one of the more underrated nationally. 


14, OKLAHOMA Only 17 signees, but this 
class offers vintage Sooner quality. 


15. SOUTH CAROLINA The Gamecocks 
inked the top in-state prospect for the second 
straight year. This time, it's the No. 1 player in the 
nation, defensive end Jadeveon Clowney. 


16. TENNESSEE The Volunteers hit Georgia 
and Florida for 13 of their 27 signees. 


17. NEBRASKA Athleticism was the name of 
the game for a class that features quarterback 
Bubba Starling and quarterback-turned-receiver 
Jamal Turner. 


18. NORTH CAROLINA The Tar Heels 
weren't hindered by the NCAA issues swirling last 
season, as they signed a top-five class in the ACC 
for the fifth time in the last six years. 


19. STANFORD The Cardinal's diverse class 
— they dipped into 12 states — is headlined by 
AC100 linebacker James Vaughters. 


20. WASHINGTON Steve Sarkisian is keep- 
ing Evergreen State talent at home. This group is 
deep in offensive skill players. 


21. VIRGINIA It’s the best class for the Cavs 
since 2005, thanks to some big victories in the 
state of Virginia. 


22. |OWA Hawks went to 12 states to land eas- 
ily their best class since 2005. 


23. TEXAS TECH Tommy Tuberville signed the 
first Texas Tech class ranked among the Big 12’s 
top three in over a decade. 


24. MICHIGAN This defensive-minded group 
is a solid starting point for the new coaching staff. 


25. OLE MISS Another large class (27 signees) 
for the Rebels that includes outstanding receivers. 


26. TCU The best haul for the Horned Frogs in 
recent memory includes a rare AC100 prospect, 
athlete LaDarius Brown. 


27. OKLAHOMA STATE It’s a large, versatile 
group headlined by do-everything running back 
Herschel Sims and quarterback J.W. Walsh. 


28. MICHIGAN STATE The Spartans’ class is 
strong on the line of scrimmage, but linebacker 
Lawrence Thomas is the gem of the group. 


29. ARKANSAS Brey Cook headlines deep, 
talented offensive line class. 


30. PENN STATE Small (16 signees), but ex- 
cellent in quality — especially on the O-line. 


31. Rutgers 38. Boston College 45.UCLA 
32.VirginiaTech 39. Illinois 46. West Virginia 
33. Miami 40.GeorgiaTech 47. Missouri 

34. Louisville 41, Utah 48. Kentucky 
35. Texas A&M 42. Mississippi State 49. Baylor 

36. Wisconsin 43. Cincinnati 50. SMU 

37. Kansas 44. Oregon State 
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QUARTERBACKS ——————- ———————- WIDE RECEIVERS 
Player Ht Wt Hometown Ac100 School Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
1. Jeff Driskel 6'4" 238 Oviedo, FL 17 Florida 1. George Farmer 611" 205 Gardena, CA 6 usc 
2. Braxton Miller 6'3" 210 Huber Heights, OH 30 Ohio State 2. Jarvis Landry 5'11" 190 _Lutcher, LA 19 LSU 
3. Kiehl Frazier 6'3" 210 Springdale, AR 50 Aubum 3. Trey Metoyer 6'2" 185 Whitehouse, TX 20 Oklahoma 
4. Christian LeMay 6'2" 195 Matthews, NC 60 Georgia 4. Sammy Watkins 6'1" 180 Fort Myers, FL 24 Clemson 
5. Jamal Tumer 6" 175 _ Arlington, TX 85 Nebraska 5. Charone Peake 6'3" 200 Roebuck, SC 37 Clemson 
6. Teddy Bridgewater 63" 180 Miami, FL 96 Louisville 6. Colt Lyeria 6'5"_ 225 Hillsboro, OR 39 Oregon 
7. Brett Hundley 6'4" 210 Chandler, AZ 97 UCLA 7. DeAnthony Amett 6'0" 175 Saginaw, Ml 56 Tennessee 
8. Max Wittek 6'4" 205 Santa Ana, CA 103 usc 8. Kasen Williams 62" 210 Sammamish, WA 57 Washington 
9. Cody Kessler 6'2" 220 Bakersfield, CA 108 USC 9. Devon Blackmon 61" 177  Fontana,CA 58 Oregon 
10. J.W. Walsh 6'2" 195 Denton, TX 113 Oklahoma State 10. Maraise Lee 6'0" 190 Gardena, CA 64 usc 
11. Bubba Starling 65" 195 Gardner, KS 116 Nebraska = 41._Nikolas Brassell 6'0" 175 Batesville, MS 66 Ole Miss 
12. _Jerrard Randall 6:2" 189 _ Hollywood, CA 155 LSU 12. Victor Blackwell 61" 185 SantaAna, CA 71 USC 
13. Jacoby Brissett 6'5" 225 West Palm Beach, FL 142 Florida = 43._Kelvin Benjamin 6'6" 210 Belle Glade, FL 75 Florida State 
14. Vad Lee 61" 195 Durham, NC 198 Georgia Tech 14. Marvin Shinn 6'3" 193 Prichard, AL 79 Alabama 
15. Micahel Bercovici 6'2" 205 Woodland Hills, CA 206 Arizona State 15 Javon Shipley 61" 183 Brownwood, TX 98 ei 
6 tapas a 7 aoe We ze oes 16. DaVaris Daniels 62" 175 Vemon Hils, IL 105 Notre Dame 
ca. tis , 17. Beckham, Jr 41" LA 114 LSU 
18._ Kyle Boetm 63" 220 San Joe, CA 232 California 3g ieee x a v8 a — re 
19. David Ash 6'3" 215 Belton, TX 248 Texas 49. Ja'Juan Story 6'4" 196 Brooksville, FL 132 Fiorida 
20. Reilly O'Toole 6'4" 215 Wheaton, IL - Wind's — 99) Tacoi Sumler 59° 168. Miami, FL 136 Gah 
21. George Atkinson 6'2" 190 Livermore, CA 149 Notre Dame 
22. Rashad Greene 6'0" 175 Fort Lauderdale, FL 154 Florida State 
23. Darius Jennings 5'11" 175 Baltimore, MD 157 Virginia 
24. Donte Moncrief 62" 200 Raleigh, MS 158 Ole Miss 
25. Maurice Harris 6'3" 200 Greensboro, NC 169 Califomia 
26. TJ. Thorpe 60" 180 Durham, NC 173 North Carolina 
27. Danny Woodson 611" 205 Mobile, AL 175 Alabama 
28. Javares McRoy 58" 170 Lakeland, FL 182 Florida 
29. Tobias Singleton 6'2" 190 Madison, MS 192 Ole Miss 
30. Eli Rogers 5°10" 180 Miami, FL 200 Louisville 
31. Christian Jones 6'3" 205 Houston, 1X 203 Northwestem 
: =! 32. Spencer wb Hills, IL 209 Ohio State 
Jeff Driskel, Florida, QB Malcolm Brown, Texas, RB 33, pn Spe ae i” TaRaahal 15 Rutgers 
34. Hakeem Flowers 6'3" 182 Simpsonville, SC 242 NC State 
RUNNING BACKS —————__ 35. Damiere Byrd 59" 165 Sicklerville, NJ 250 South Carolina 
Player Ht Wt Hometown Aci00 School 
1. Malcolm Brown ——=«G0" 215 Betton, TK 4 Teas TIGHT ENDS 
2. Isaiah Crowell 511" 210 Columbus, GA 9 Georgia Player Ht = Wt Hometown AC100 School 
3. James Wilder Jr. 6'2" 219 Tampa,FL 12 Florida State 1._ Nick O'Leary 6'4" 235 Palm Beach, FL 26 Florida State 
4. Brandon Williams 6'0" 190 Brookshire, TX 21 Oklahoma 2. Jay Rome 66" 250 Valdosta, GA 3 Georgia 
5. Aaron Green 5'11" 190 San Antonio, TX 25 Nebraska 3. Austin Seferian-Jenkins 6'6" 250 Fox sland, WA 33 Washington 
6. Savon Huggins 60" 200 Jackson, NJ 28 Rutgers 4. Ben Koyack 6'5" 242 OilCity, Pa 40 Notre Dame 
7. Mike Bellamy 510" 185 Punta Gorda, FL 29 Clemson 5. AC. Leonard 64" 245 Jacksonville, FL 73 Florida 
8. Dee Hart 5'9" 195 Orlando, FL 42 Alabama 6. Christian French 6'5" 236 Cedar Rapids, |A 122 Oregon 
9. Brent Calloway 6'2" 217 Russellville, AL 53 Alabama 7. Jace Amaro 6'5" 237 San Antonio, TX 139 Texas Tech 
10. Herschel Sims 5'8" 190 Abilene, TX 54 Oklahoma State 8. Malcolm Faciane 6'5" 259 Picayune, MS 144 Alabama 
11, Mike Blakely 5'9" 205 Bradenton, FL 67 Florida 9. Eric MacLain 6'5" 245 Hope Mills, NC 150 Clemson 
12. Rodney Coe 6'3" 238 Glen Carbon, IL 77 fowa 10. Cameron Clear 6'6" 265 Memphis, TN 186 Tennessee 
13. Brendon Bigelow 5110" 180 Fresno, CA 87 California 11. Brandon Fulse 6'5" 252 Fort Meade, FL 193 Aubum 
14. Kenny Hilliard 5'11" 225 Patterson, LA 89 LSU 12. Troy Niklas 67" 240 Fullerton, CA 194 Notre Dame 
15. Marlin Lane 60" 210 Daytona Beach, FL 112 Tennessee 13. M.J. McFarland 6'6" 245 EI Paso, TX 221 Texas 
16. Amir Carlisle 5110" 180 Sunnyvale, CA 121 USC 14. Ray Hamilton 6'5" 235 Strongsville, OH 249 lowa 
17. DeVonta Freeman 5'8" | 195 Miami, FL 123 Florida State 15. Austin Traylor 64" 210 Columbus, OH - Wisconsin 
18. Justice Hayes 510" 175 Grand Blanc, Mi 131 6 ——— 
19. Danzel Williams 5'9" 190 Arlington, TX 163 Oklahoma ATHLETES 
20. Andrew Buie 5'9" 191 Jacksonville, FL 165 West Virginia Player Ht Wt Hometown Aci00 School 
21. Clifton Richardson 60" 195 Newport News, VA 168 Virginia 1. DeAnthony Thomas 5'9" 160 Los Angeles, CA 5 Oregon 
22. _ Melvin Gordon 60" 190 Kenosha, WI 174 Wisconsin 2. Malcolm Mitchell 611" 187 Valdosta, GA 61 Georgia 
23. Kelsey Young 5'10" 190 Norco, CA 179 Stanford 3. Ladarius Brown 6'2" 190 Waxahachie,Tx 72 Tcu 
24. Jeremy Hill 6'1" 220 Baton Rouge, LA 180 TBD 4. Quan Bray 540" 170 LaGrange, GA 74 Agim 
25. Kevin Grooms 5'9" 165 Hollywood, FL 191 Miami 5. Kris Frost 62" 215. Matthews, NC 78 ‘Mn 
26._ Dartan Miler 510" 181 Blue Springs, MO 196 Kansas Desmond Roland 60" 185. Dallas, TX 148 Oklahoma State 
27._ Jameel Poteat 511" _200 _ Harisburg, PA 201 Cincinnati 7 Bi Betton 59" 191 Sicklerville, NJ 170 Penn State 
28. Kenny Wiliams 510° 206 _ Pflugerville, TX 204 Texas Tech = lohen Colon 66" 215 Wahwt, CA 3 Washington 
ee a a 
: 10. Jon Davis 6'3" 230 Louisville, KY 241 Hinois 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 
1. Cyrus Kouandjio 6'6" 322 Hyattsville, MD 2 
2. La’El Collins 6'4" 314 Baton Rouge, LA 3 
3. Christian Westerman 6'5" 285 Chandler, AZ 8 
4. Matt Hegarty 65" 280 Aztec, NM 4) 
5. Bobby Hart 6'5" 298 Fort Lauderdale, FL 47 
6. Sedrick Flowers 6'3" 290 Houston, TX 49 
7. Brey Cook 67" 317 Springdale, AR 52 
8. Brandon Shell 6'6" 316 Goose Creek, SC 65 
9. Antonio Richardson 66" 325 Nashville, TN 68 
10. Cyrus Hobbi 6'3" 275 Scottsdale, AZ 70 
11. Kiaro Holts 6'5" 275 Indianapolis, IN 83 
12. Angelo Mangiro 6'2" 290 Succasunna, NJ 84 
12. Gregory Robinson 6'5"_ 305 Thibodaux, LA 86 
14. Reese Dismukes 6'3" 290 Spanish Fort, AL 95 
15. Tyler Moore 6'6" 300 Clearwater, FL 100 
16. Garrett Greenlea 6'7" 290 Spring, TX 107 
17. Andre Yruretagoyena 6'5" 260 Scottsdale, AZ 117 
18. Mitch Smothers 6'4" 296 Springdale, AR 120 
19. Aundrey Walker 66" 375 Cleveland, OH 124 
20. Jordan Prestwood 6'5"_ 287 Plant City, FL 127 
21. Landon Tumer 6'4" 310 Harrisonburg, VA 128 
22. Marcus Jackson 6'3" 325 Vero Beach, FL 151 
23. Jordan Walsh 6'4" 260 Glendale Heights, IL 152 
24. Darrian Miller 6'5"_ 286 Lexington, KY 167 
25. Brian Bobek 6'2" 280 Inverness, IL 178 
26. Donovan Smith 6'5"_ 270 Owings Mills, MD 181 
27. Spencer Region 66" 345 Cullman, AL 208 
28. Dylan Dismuke 6'6" 292 Duncan, OK 220 
29. Connor Hanratty 6'4" 295 New Canaan, CT 223 
30. Brendon Austin 66" 275 Parker, CO 228 
31. Jordan Rigsbee 6'5"_ 300 Chico, CA 230 
32. Ryker Mathews 6'6" 277 American Fork, UT 231 
33. Le'Raven Clark 6'6" 275 Rockdale, TX 234 
34. Jay Whitemire 6'6" 290 Alexandria, VA 244 
35. Austin Blythe 6'3" 285 Williamsburg, |A 246 
36. Trip Thurman 6'6" 302 Dover, DE 257 
37. Brandon Clemons 6'4" 255 Milford, PA 258 
38. Thomas O'Reilly 6'3" 313 Marietta, GA 260 
39. Aaron Morris 6'5"_ 310 Jackson, MS 263 
40. Josh Chochran 66" 275 Hallsville, TX 267 
36. Carrington Byndom 6'0" 175 Lufkin, TX 231 
37. Toney Hurd Jr. 5'9" 184 Missouri City, TX 246 
38, Erick Dargan 61" 200 Pittsburgh, CA 251 
39. Jordan Haden 6'2" 202 Ft. Washington, MD 252 
40. Adrian Phillips 5'11" 199 Garland, TX 254 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 
1. Jadeveon Clowney (DE) 6'6" 245 Rock Hill, SC 1 
2. Anthony Johnson (DT) 6'3" 294 New Orleans, LA 7 
3. Tim Jemigan (07) 6'2" 275 Lake City, FL 13 
4. Ray Drew (DE/LB) 6'5" 243 Thomasville, GA 14 
5, Aaron Lynch (DL) 6'6" 240 Cape Coral, FL 22 
6. Greg Townsend Jr(DL) 6'3" 275 Beverly Hills, CA 35 
7. Anthony Chickillo (DE) 6'4" 248 Tampa, FL 43 
8. Stephon Tuitt (DL) 65" 270 Monroe, GA 44 
9. Viliami Moala (DT) 6'3" 350 Sacramento, CA 45 
10. Jeoffrey Pagan (DL) 6'4" 272 Asheville, NC 46 
11. Michael Bennett (DL) 6'3" 280 Centerville, OH 48 
12. Desmond Jackson (DT) 6'1" 280 Houston, TX 51 
13. Ken Hayes (DL) 6'5" 240 Toledo, OH 80 
14. JermauriaRasco (DE)  6'4" 240 Shreveport, LA 81 
15. Gabe Wright (DL) 6'4" 310 Columbus, GA 82 
16. Todd Barr (DL) 6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA 90 
17. Jordan Phillips (DT) 6'6" 290 Towanda, KS ci) 
18. Steve Miller (DL) 6'4" 245 Canton, OH 94 
19. AntwaunWoods (DL)  6'1" 325 Woodland Hills, CA 99 
20. Giorgio Newberry (DE) 6'6" 255 Fort Pierce, FL 104 
21. Marcus Roberson(DE) 6'1" 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 106 
22. Anthony Zettel (DT) 6'4" 254 West Brach, MI 109 
23. DelvonSimmons(DT)  6'5" 265 McKeesport, PA 119 
24. Nathan Hughes (DE) 6'5"_ 257 Spring, TX 129 
25. Quincy Russell (DT) 6'3" 285 San Antonio, TX 135 
26. Brennan Scarlett (DL)  6'4" 255 Portland, OR 137 
27. Jalen Grimble (DE) 6'2" 280 Las Vegas, NV 140 
28. Christian Heyward (DL) 6'2" 275 San Diego, CA 141 
29. Curt Maggitt (DE) 6'3" 215 West Palm Beach, FL 153 
30. Marquise Wright(DL) —_6'3". 275 Englewood, NJ 156 
31. LaMichael Fanning (DL) 6'7" 275 Hamilton, GA 159 
32. Cedric Reed (DE) 6'6" 240 Cleveland, TX 160 
33. Mustafa Jalil (DL) 6'4" 310 San Diego, CA 162 
34. Brennen Beyer (DE) 6'3" 225 Canton, MI 172 


School 
Alabama 
LSU 

Aubum 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 


Florida State 
North Carolina 
Tennessee 
lowa 
Kentucky 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
Stanford 
California 
BYU 

Texas Tech 
Virginia 
lowa 

Florida 
Michigan State 
Aubum 
Mississippi 
Texas 

Texas 

Texas A&M 
Oregon 
Florida 
Texas 


School 
South Carolina 
LSU 

Florida State 
Georgia 
Notre Dame 
USC 

Miami 

Notre Dame 
California 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Texas 

Ohio State 
LSU 

Aubum 
California 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
USC 


California 
Michigan 


WOnNmnEon 


PRESENTS BY POSITION 
Player Ht Wt Hometown 

. Marquis Anderson (DT) 6'2" 270 Cibolo, TX 

. Chase Farris (DL) 6'6" 265 Elyria, OH 

. Phillip Dukes (D7) 6'2" 296 Manning, SC 

. D.J. Pettway (DL) 6'2" 272 Pensacola, FL 

. Troy Niklas (DL) 6'7" 240 Fullerton, CA 

. Derrick Mitchell (DT) 6'4" 285 Jacksonville, FL 

. Jordan Wade (DT) 6'4" 290 Round Rock, TX 

. Danny Shelton (DT) 6'3" 300 Auburn, WA 

. Mickey Johnson (DT) 511" 310 Covington, LA 

. Al Page (DL) 6'2" 295 Bronx, NY 

. Kris Harley (DT) 61" 275 Indianapolis, IN 

. Todd Peat Jr. (DT) 6'3" 295 Tempe, AZ 

. Lonnie Gosha (DE) 6'2" 270 Lake Butler, FL 

. Nile Lawrence-Stample (DE) 6"1" 297 Davie, FL 

. Corey Marshall (DE) 6'2" 252 Petersburg, VA 

. DeVonte Brown (DT) 64" 275 Fayetteville, NC 

LINEBACKERS 

Player Ht Wt Hometown 

. Tony Steward 6'2" 225 St. Augustine, FL 
Stephone Anthony 6'3" 220 Wadesboro, NC 
Curtis Grant 6'3" 225 Richmond, VA 

. Steve Edmond 63" 235 _Daingerfield, TX 
Ishaq Williams 6'5" 242 Brooklyn, NY 
Trey DePriest 6'2" 232 Springfield, OH 

. Lawrence Thomas 6'4" 245 Detroit, MI 

. Xzavier Dickson 63" 240 Griffin, GA 

. James Vaughters 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain, GA 

. C.J. Johnson 62" 235 Philadelphia, MS 

. Travis Hughes 6'2" 225 Virginia Beach, VA 

. Ryan Shazier 6'2" 210 Pompano Beach, FL 

. Anthony Wallace 60" 221 Dallas, X 

. Tre Madden 6'0" 220 Mission Viejo, CA 

. Lamar Dawson 62" 235 Danville, KY 

. Sterling Bailey 65" 260 Gainesville, GA 

. Ben Councell 65" 220 Asheville, NC 

. A.J. Johnson 6'3" 245 Gainesville, GA 

._ Anthony Sarao 60" 210 Absecon, NJ 

. Shannon Brown 6'2" 225 Adel,GA 

DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Hasean Clinton-Dix (DB) 6'1" 203 Orlando, FL 
Karlos Williams (DB) 6'2" 210 Davenport, FL 

. Doran Grant (DB) 5'11" 180 Akron, OH 

. Quandre Diggs (DB) 5'10" 190 Angleton, TX 
Damian Swann (DB) 61" 170 Atlanta, GA 

. Josh Tumer (DB) 6'0" 175 Oklahoma City, OK 
Erique Florence (S) 6'3" 190 Valley, AL 

. Demetrious Nicholson (DB) 5'11" 170 Virginia Beach, VA 

|. Wayne Lyons(S) 611" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

. Nick Waisome (CB) 5'10" 165 Groveland, FL 

. Charles Jackson (CB) 5'11" 180 Spring, TX 

. Gerod Holliman (S) 60" 185 Miami, FL 

. Jonathan Rose (CB) 611" 175 Leeds, AL 

. Leroy Scott (DB) 5'10" 187 Pasadena, TX 

. Sheroid Evans (DB) 6'0" 185 Sugar Land, TX 

. De'Ante Saunders (DB) 5'8" 173 DeLand, FL 

. Avery Walls (DB) 5'11" 184 McDonough, GA 

. Stefan McClure (DB) 5'11" 180 Vista, CA 

. Keelin Smith (0B) 6'3" 185 Port St. Lucie, FL 

|. Corey Moore (DB) 61" 195 Griffin, GA 

. David Jenkins (S) 61" 179 Jena, LA 

. Albert Louis-Jean (DB) 6'1" 180 Brockton, MA 

. Jabari Gorman (DB) 5'11" 170 Miami, FL 

. Tyler Hunter (DB) 6'0" 197 Valdosta, GA 

. Floyd Raven (CB) 6'2" 180 Reserve, LA 

|. Jabriel Washington (DB) 5'11" 165 Jackson, TN 

. Blake Countess (DB) 5'10" 175 Owings Mills, MD 

. Darion Arrington (0B) 6'2". 210 Wiggins, MS 

). Glen Faulkner (DB) 6'2" 194 EastSt. Louis, IL 

. Mykkele Thompson (0B) 6'2" 183 San Antonio, TX 

. Robenson Therezie (CB) 5'10" 195 Miami, FL 

. Sheldon Royster (DB) 5'11" 185 Woodbridge, NU 

. James Sample (S) 6'2" 191 Sacramento, CA 

. Kyshoen Jarrett (CB) 5'10" 175 Tannersville, PA 

. Dallas Crawford (CB) 5'9" 193 Fort Myers, FL 

. Tevin Mitchell (CB) 5'11" 179 Mansfield, TX 

. Brandon Phelps (DB) 60" 175 Damascus, MD 

. Lafayette Pitts (DB) 5'11" 180 Pittsburgh, PA 

. Dondi Kirby (DB) 6'3" 190 Monroeville, PA 
. Louchiez Purifoy(DB)  6'0" 171 Pensacola, FL 


AC100 School 
176 Oklahoma 
185 Ohio State 
188 South Carolina 
189 Alabama 
194 Notre Dame 
214 Florida State 
217 Oklahoma 
235 Washington 
236 LSU 
240 Rutgers 
243 Virginia Tech 
251 Nebraska 
253 Arkansas 
255 Florida State 
259 Virginia Tech 
261 North Carolina 

ACi00 School 

15 Clemson 
16 Clemson 
18 Ohio State 
23 Texas 
27 Notre Dame 
32 Alabama 
34 Michigan State 
63 Alabama 
69 Stanford 
92 Ole Miss 
102 North Carolina 
11 Ohio State 
126 Oregon 
130 USC 
133 USC 
146 Georgia 
164 Notre Dame 
166 Tennessee 
183 USC 
184 Alabama 
AC100 School 
10 Alabama 
"1 Florida State 
36 Ohio State 
38 Texas 
55 Georgia 
59 Texas 
62 Aubum 
76 Virginia 
88 Stanford 
93 Florida State 
101 Nebraska 
110 Louisville 
115 Auburn 
125 Texas 
134 Texas 
138 Florida 
143 California 
145 California 
147 Florida State 
161 Georgia 
171 LSU 
77 Boston College 
187 Florida 
195 Florida State 
202 Texas A&M 
205 Alabama 
207 Michigan 
216 Mississippi State 
219 Kentucky 
210 Texas 
222 Aubum 
224 South Carolina 
229 Washington 
233 Virginia Tech 
237 Miami 
238 Arkansas 
252 Virginia 
254 Pittsburgh 
262 Wlinois 
264 Florida 
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——ACC RANKINGS —— —BIG EAST RANKINGS— 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School ACC Ranidnge Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Karlos Williams DB 6'2" 210 Davenport, FL Florida State 1. Florida State _1. Savon Huggins RB 6'0" 200 Jackson, NJ Rutgers _ 
2. James Wilder Jr. RB 6'2" 219 Tampa, FL Florida State : 2. Teddy Bridgewater QB 6'3" 180 MiamiFlL Louisville 
3, Tim Jernigan OT 62" 275 Lake City, FL Florida State Clemson 3. Gerod Holliman S60" 185 Miami, FL_ Louisville 
4, Tony Steward LB 62" 225 St.Augustine, FL Clemson 3: North Carolina = 4" Marquise Wright ‘DL 6'3" 275 Englewood, NJ Rutgers 
5, Stephone Anthony LB 63" 220 Wadesboro, NC Clemson 4. Virginia “5, Andrew Buie RB 5'9" 191 Jacksonville, FL West Virginia 
6. Sammy Watkins WR 61" 180 Fort Myers, FL ~~ Clemson 5, Virginia Tech 6._ Eli Rogers WR 5'10"180 Miami,FL Louisville 
7. Nick O'Leary TE  6'4" 235 Palm Beach, FL Florida State 6. Miami 7. Jameel Poteat RB 5'11" 200 Harrisburg, PA ‘Cincinnati 
8. Mike Bellamy RB 5'10"185 PuntaGorda,FL -—- Clemson ~=-=—S 7. Boston College =. MilesShuler WR 5'10"185 Long Branch, NJ Rutgers 
9. Charone Peake WR 6'3" 200 Roebuck, SC Clemson 8. Georgia Tech 9. AlPage —_DL__6'2" 295 Bronx, NY Rutgers 
. Anthony Chickillo —SsdDE_—«aG'4"_- 248 Tampa, FL Miami 9. Maryland 10. Lafayette Pitts «DB -5'11" 180 _ Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh — 
. Bobby Hart OL 6'5" 298 Fort Lauderdale, FL Florida State 10. Duke 11. Andrew Johnson DB 5'10"170 Miami, FL Louisville 
. Kelvin Benjamin WR 6'6" 210 Belle Glade, FL Florida State 11. NC State 12, Quentin Gause LB 6'0" 205 Rochester, NY Rutgers 
. Demetrious Nicholson DB 5'11"170 Virginia Beach, VA ___ Virginia 12. Wake Forest 13, Patrick Coyne QB 6'2" 220 Cincinnati, OH Cincinnati 
. Kiaro Holts OL _6'5" 275 Indianapolis, IN North Carolina 14, Charles Gaines Jr. WR 5/11" 180 Miami, FL Louisville 
._ Nick Waisome CB 5'10"165 Groveland, FL Florida State 15. Kyle George DE ae 235 Willingboro, NJ Rutgers 
. Travis Hughes LB 6'2" 225 Virginia Beach, VA North Carolina Team Rankings 16. Max Issaka DE 6'3" 240 Willingboro, NJ Rutgers 
. Giorgio Newberry DE 6'6" 255 Fort Pierce, FL Florida State 1. Rutgers 17. Nick Temple LB 6'0" 200 Indianapolis, IN Cincinnati 
. DeVonta Freeman RB 5'8" 195 Miami, FL Florida State i 9 ; 18, Nicholas Grigsby LB 6'1" 205 Trotwood, OH Pittsburgh 
Jordan Prestwood OL 6°" 267 Plant City, FL Florida State Louisville 19. Terrell Chestnut DB _5'11" 180 Pottstown, PA West Virginia 
. Landon Turner OL 6'4" 310 Harrisonburg, VA North Carolina 3. Cincinnati 20. Alex Chisum WR 6'2" 185 Tyrone, GA Cincinnati 
Jalen Grimble DE _6'2" 280 Las Vegas, NV Miami 4. West Virginia 21. Elkino Watson DT 62" 275 Miami, FL South Florida 
. Keelin Smith DB 6'3" 185  PortSt. Lucie, FL Florida State 5: Pittsburgh 22. Roderick Ryles DB 6'1" 185 Orlando, FL “Pittsburgh 
3. Eric MacLain TE 6'5" 245 Hope Mills, NC Clemson 5. Syracuse 23, Ritchy Desir D8 6'1" 175 NorthMiamiBeach,FL Syracuse 
. Rashad Greene WR 6'0" 175 FortLauderdale,FL ‘FloridaState 7. South Florida 24. Vance Roberts DB  5'10"170 Washington, DC West Virginia 
. Darius Jennings WR 5'11"175 Baltimore, MD Virginia ~—*8. Connecticut 25. Jeremiah Bryson RB 5'8" 175 Smyma,1N Pittsburgh 
26. Clifton Richardson «RB «G'0" 195 Newport News, VA Virginia , 
» TW Thorpe WR 6'0" 180 Durham, NC North Carolina 
. Albert Louis-Jean DB 6'1" 180 Brockton, MA Boston College — 
._ Kevin Grooms RB 5'9" 165 Hollywood, FL Miami 
. Tyler Hunter OB 6'0" 197 Valdosta, GA Florida State 
. Vad Lee QB 61" 195 Durham,NC Georgia Tech 
.._ Spencer Region OL 6'6" 345 Cullman, AL Clemson _ 
33. Lateek Townsend LB 6'2" 200 Bennettsville, SC Clemson 
. Derrick Mitchell DT _6'4"_ 285 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
. Marquise Williams QB 6'2" 215 Charlotte, NC North Carolina — 
36. Dominique Terrell ATH 5°11" 170 Manasas, VA Virginia : 
37,_Kyshoen Jarrett CB 5'10"175 Tannersville, PA Virginia Tech — 
. Dallas Crawford — CB 59" 193 FortMyers,FL Miami 
._ Hakeem Flowers WR 6'3" 182 Simpsonville, SC ‘NC State st» 
._ Kris Harley DT _6'1" 275 Indianapolis, IN Virginia Tech Karlos Williams, FSU, DB Trey Metoyer, Oklahoma, WR Savon Huggins, Rutgers, RB 
Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1, Malcolm Brown RB 610" 215 Belton, TX ___Texas 21. Cedric Reed DE 6'6" 240 Cleveland, TX Texas 
2. Brandon Williams Brookshire, TX Oklahoma 22, DanzelWilliams ———sRB_—'5'9" 190 Arlington, TX ‘Oklahoma 
3._ Trey Metoyer R62 ‘Whitehouse, TX Oklahoma 23. MarquisAnderson DT ~—‘6'2" 270 Cibolo, 1X Oklahoma Fea ie ankings 
4, Steve Edmond LB 63" 235 Daingerfield, TX Texas 24, Darrian Miller RB 5'10" 181 Blue Springs, MO Kansas 
5. Quandre Diggs DB _5'10"190 Angleton, TX ____ Texas 25. Floyd Raven CB 6'2" 180 Reserve, LA Texas am — | Texas 
6. Sedrick Flowers OL 63" 290 Houston, TX “Texas ——-26._Kenny Williams RB 510" 206 Pflugerville, TX Texas Tech 2 Oklahoma 
7. Desmond Jackson DT 6'1" 280 Houston, TX Texas 27, _Mykkele Thompson DB 62" 183 San Antonio, TX ~ Texas 9: Texas Tech 
“8. Herschel Sims RB 5'8" 190 Abilene,TX Oklahoma State 28. JordanWade DT 6'4" 290 Round Rock, TX Oklahoma 4. Oklahoma State 
._ Josh Turner DB 6'0" 175 Oklahoma City, OK Texas 29. Dylan Dismuke T 66" 292 Duncan, OK Oklahoma 5: Texas A&M 
Jordan Phillips DT _6'6" 290 Towanda, KS __ Oklahoma 30. MJ. McFarland TE _6'6" 245 EI Paso, TX Texas 6. Kansas 
1. Jaxon Shipley Ss WR__<G'1"_‘183 Brownwood, TX Texas 31. Kendall Thompson LB 6'3" 230 Carthage, TX _ = Texas 7. Missouri 
12. Garrett Greenlea “OL 67" 290 Spring, TX  =—S—sCTexas 32. Michael Brewer QB 61" 175 Austin, TX ——S————_—sTexas Tech —&8. Baylor 
13. J.W.Walsh QB 6'2" 195 Denton, TX Oklahoma State 33. Le’Raven Clark OL 616" 275 Rockdale, TX Texas Tech 9. Kansas State 
14. Delvon Simmons — ‘DT 6'5" 265 McKeesport,PA _North Carolina 34. David Ash QB 6'3" 215 Belton. TX | ——_—rTexas_~ 10, lowa State 
15, Leroy Scott DB 5'10"187 Pasadena,TX  ———S————Texas. 35. Bradley Marquez ATH 5'11° 173 Odessa, TX __ Texas Tech 
16. Nathan Hughes DE 6'5" 257 Spring, TX Oklahoma 36. Josh Chochran OL Ls 275 Hallsville, TX r Texas 
17. Sheroid Evans DB 60" 185 Sugarland, 1X Texas, 37. Derek Edwards WR 6" 165 Brenham, TX Texas Tech 
18. Quincy Russell OT _6'3" 285 San Antonio, TX __Texas 38. JosephCheek = OL F 275 Seguin, TX Texas A&M 
19. JaceAmaro STE ~—_—‘<6'5" ‘237 San Antonio, TX Texas Tech 39. Spencer Drango OL 6'6" 265 Cedar Park, TX ____ Baylor 
20. Desmond Roland ATH 6'0" 185 Dallas, TX ___ Oklahoma State 40. Howard Matthews DB 6'1" 200 League City, TX Texas A&M 
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Neich/Teon SMI 


Metoyer: John Afbright/Icon SMI 


Williams, Huggins: 


Grant: John Albright/Tcon SMI; Miller: Jim Owens/Tcon SMI 
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— BIG TEN RANKINGS — 


Player 

Curtis Grant 
; Aaron Green 
3. Braxton Miller 
4. Lawrence Thomas 
5. Doran Grant 


6. Michael Bennett 
7. Rodney Coe 
8. Ken Hayes 
“9. Angelo Mangiro_ 
10. Jamal Turner 
11. Steve Miller 
12. “Tyler Moore 
13. Charles Jackson 


14, Anthony Zettel 


17. Justice Hayes _ 
18. Jordan Walsh 
19. Bill Belton 
20. Brennen Beyer 
21. Melvin Gordon 
22. Brian Bobek 


23. Donovan Smith 
penoven Sy 


25. Christian Jones 
26, Blake Countess 
27. Evan Spencer 
28. Jon Davis 

29. Austin Blythe 
30. Ray Hamilton 
31. Todd Peat Jr. 
slemons 
33. Dondi Kirby 

34. Jake Keefer 


35. Austin Traylor 


36, Ryan Klachko 


37. Ryne Reeves 
38, Chris Barnett 
39. “Deion Barnes 


_Chris Bryant 


Big Ten 
Team Rankings 
1. Ohio State 
2. Nebraska 
3. lowa 
4, Michigan 
5. Michigan State 
6. Penn State 
7. Wisconsin 
8. Illinois 
9. Minnesota 
10. Indiana 
11. Northwestern 
12. Purdue 


Pos 
LB 
RB 
0B 
1B 


6 


Ht Wt Hometown 

6'3"_ 225 Richmond, VA 
_5'11" 190 San Antonio, TX 
6'3" 210 Huber Heights, OH 
6'4" 245 Detroit, MI 


5111" 180 Akron, OH 
6'3" 280 Centerville, OH 


~ 6'3" 238 Glen Carbon, IL 


65" 240 
6'2" 290 Succasunna, NJ 
61" 175 Arlington, TX 
6'4" 245 Canton, OH 
66" 300 Clearwater, FE 


_ 5111" 180 Spring, TX 


6'4" 254 West Brach, MI 


6'2" 210 Pompano Beach, FL_ 


65" 195 Gardner, KS 
5'10"175 Grand Blanc, Mi 
4" 260 Glendale Heights, IL 
5'9" 191 Sicklerville, NJ 
6'3" 225 Canton, Ml 
6'0" 190 Kenosha, WI 


6'2" 280 Inverness, IL 


G'S" 270 Owings Mills, ND 


66" 265 Elyria, OH 
6'3" 205 Houston, TX 
5110" 175 Owings Mills, MD 
61" 190 Vernon Hills, IL 
6'3" 230 Louisville, KY 
6'3" 285 Williamsburg, IA 
6'5" 235 Strongsville, OH 
6'3" 295 Tempe, AZ 
64" 255 Milford, PA 
63" 190 Monroeville, PA 
64" 215 Baldwin, WI 
6'4" 210 Columbus, 0H 
6'4" 287 Springfield, IL 


63" 300 Crete, NE 


66" 245 Hurst1X 
6'5" 220 Philadelphia, PA 


_ 65" 330 Chicago, IL 


Curtis Grant, Ohio State, LB 


School 
Ohio State 
~ Nebraska 
“Ohio State 
Michigan State 
__ Ohio State 
Ohio State 
~_lowa_ 
— Ohio State 
Penn State 
Nebraska 
Ohio State 


Ohio State 
Nebraska 


Michigan 


lowa 

~ Penn State 

‘Michigan 

Wisconsin 
‘Ohio State” 

“Penn State 


Ohio State 


~ Northwestern 


Michigan 

_ Ohio State 
Illinois 

lowa 

~ lowa 

~ Nebraska 
Michigan State 
___ Minois 
~ Wisconsin 
— Wisconsin _ 
Nebraska 
“Nebraska 


Michigan 


Penn State 
Michigan 


Player 
. Davon Moreland 
. DeMarcus Smith 
I Dontae tae Levingston 
K.C. Niemchi 
._ Leilon Willingham 
Armonze Daniel 
. Chevelle Buie 
Jamar Lewter 
Terry | Redden 


. Bram Kohlhausen 


ele > wlr)— 


|P\2\> 


C-USA RANKINGS 


Pos Ht Wt Hometown 
DE/LB 6'3" 225 LosAngeles, CA _ 
QB 6'1" 185 Louisville, KY 


OL 6'5" 280 Harbor City, CA 
RB 6'0" 215 Cinco Ranch, CA 
LB 6'2" 240 Denver, CO 


LB 6'4" 225 Avon, IN 


RB 5'7" 155 Cocoa, FL 


OL 67" 265 
OT 61" 275 


mphis, TN 


0B 6'1" 200 Houston, TX 


Braxton Miller, Ohio State, QB 


C-USA 
Team Rankings 
1. 
School rn 
SMU 2. UCF 
ae 3. Marshall 
es 4. Memphis 
oes 5. Houst 
SMU . Houston 


6. East Carolina 
ni 7. Southern Miss 


Marshall 
East Carolina 8. Tulsa 
Marshall 9. Rice 
Memphis 10. UAB 
‘Houston _—«*1'1.. Tulane 
= CUTER 


MAC 

—— MAC RANKINGS — "aanknas 
1, Toledo 

Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 2. Ohio 

1. James Green WR 6'3" 200 Tallahassee, FL Toledo 3, Bowling Green 

2. Myron Ross. “RB 61" 205 Ambler, PA Temple 4. Central Michigan 

3. James Potts RB 5'11"190 Boynton Beach, FL Buffalo 5. Northern Illinois 

4. Jayrone Elliott DE 6'3" 220 Cleveland, OH Toledo —- 6, Akron 

5. Erick Howard _ RB 5'11" 225 North Canton, OH Akron 7. Temple 

6. AntonioBelt Ss WR_5'11" 157 Forestville, MD “Temple 8. Western Michigan 

ra Allen Veazie CB 5'11" 165 Houston, TX Miami 9. Miami 

8. Desmond Coble wR ~ 175 Richmond, VA Temple 40, Kent State 

9. Seth Cunningham --CB_«G'0" 175 Lakewood, OH Akron 14. Buffalo 

10. JerryGates OB 3 ith 210 Middletown, OH Bowling Green 49. Eastern Michigan 
13. Ball State 

Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School MWC 

1. LaDarius Brown ATH 6'2" 190 Waxahachie,TX Tol. eee hens 

2. Brandon Carter ATH 5'11"165 Euless, 1X ———F¢y—«1- TCU 

“3. Jimmy Laughrea QB 6'2" 180 Rocklin, CA Boise State 2 Boise State 

4. Chuck Hunter DT 6'1" 295 West Monroe, LA Tcy 3. San Diego State 

5. Deryck Gildon “IB 6'2" 205 Arlington, TX ~_TcU 4. Colorado State 

6. Blake Renaud UB 6'2" 233 Concord, CA Boise State 9. UNLV 

7. Chad Jeffries QB 6'3" 195 Glendora,CA  —-SanDiegoState © 6. Wyoming 

8. Samuel Ukwuachu ——~DE_—_—«6'5"_203_ Pearland, TX Boise State 7. Air Force 

9._ Isiah Norton OT 6'5" 300 Dallas, TX ~ Colorado State 8. New Mexico 

10. Jeff Worthy OT 6'4" 275 LaHabra, CA __ Boise State 
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— SEC RANKINGS 


PRESENTS 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1, DeAnthony Thomas ATH _5'9" 160 _Los Angeles, CA Oregon _1,_Jadeveon Clowney DE 6'6" 245 Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 
2. George Farmer WR 6'1" 205 Gardena, CA USC 2. Cyrus Kouandjio OL 6'6" 322 Hyattsville, MD Alabama 
"3. Austin Seferian-Jenkins TE 66" 250 Foxilsland, WA Washington” = Facl2, 3. Lael Collins OL 64” 314 Baton Rouge, LA usu 
4. Greg Townsend Jr. DL  6'3" 275 Beverly Hills, CA USC 9 4. Anthony Johnson OT 6'3" 294 New Orleans, LA LSU 
5. Colt Lyerla WR 65" 225 Hillsboro, OR Oregon «1 USC 5. Christian Westerman OL 6'5" 285 Chandler, AZ Auburn 
6. Viliami Moala DT 63" 350 Sacramento, CA California 2 Oregon 6. Isaiah Crowell RB 5'11"210 Columbus, GA Georgia 
"7. Kasen Williams WR 6'2" 210 Sammamish, WA Washington 3. California 7. Hasean Clinton-Dix DB 61" 203 Orlando, FL Alabama 
“8. Devon Blackmon WR 61" 177 Fontana, CA Oregon 4. Stanford “8. Ray Drew 1B 65" 243 Thomasville, GA Georgia 
9. Margise Lee WR 6'0" 190 Gardena, CA usc _5. Washington 9. Jeff Driskel QB  6'4" 238 Oviedo, FL Florida 
10, James Vaughters LB 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain, GA Stanford 6. Utah 10. JarvisLandry Ss WR_~S'11" 190 _Lutcher, LA LSU 
11. Cyrus Hobbi OL 63" 275 Scottsdale, AZ USC 7. Oregon State 11. Jay Rome TE  6'6" 250 Valdosta, GA Georgia 
12. Victor Blackwell WR 6'1" 185 Santa Ana, CA USC 8. UCLA 12. Trey DePriest LB 6'2" 232 Springfield,OH Alabama 
13. Brendon Bigelow TB 5'10"180 Fresno, CA California 9. Arizona 13. Dee Hart RB 5'9" 195 Orlando, FL Alabama 
14. Wayne Lyons S61" 190 Ft Lauderdale, FL Stanford 40.Washington State 14. JeoffreyPagan ——OL__—‘6'4" 272 Asheville, NC Alabama 
15. Todd Barr OL 6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA California 44. Arizona State 15. Kiehl Frazier QB  6'3" 210 Springdale, AR Auburn 
16. Brett Hundley QB 6'4" 210 Chandler, AZ UCLA 12. Colorado 16. Brey Cook OL 6'7" 317 Springdale, AR Arkansas 
17. Antwaun Woods DL 6'1" 325 Woodland Hills, CA USC 17. Brent Calloway RB 6'2" 217 Russellville, AL Alabama 
18. Max Wittek 0B 64" 205 SantaAna,CA | ——USC 18. Damian Swann DB 61" 170 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
19. Cody Kessler QB 6'2" 220 Bakersfield, CA USC 19. DeAnthony Amett WR 6'0" 175 Saginaw, MI Tennessee 
20. Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6'5" 260 Scottsdale, AZ Oregon §=6SEC Christian LeMay QB  6'2" 195 Matthews, NC Georgia 
21. Amir Carlisle RB 5'10"180 Sunnyvale, CA Usc_ Team Rankings 21. Malcolm Mitchell ATH 6'1" 187 Valdosta, GA Georgia 
22. Christian French TE _6'S" 236 Cedar Rapids, IA Oregon 1. Alabama 22. Erique Florence S$ 6'3" 190 Valley, AL Auburn 
23. Aundrey Walker OL 6'6" 375 Cleveland, OH USC 2. Auburn 23. Xzavier Dickson LB. 6'3" 240 ‘Griffin, GA Alabama 
24. Anthony Wallace LB G'0" 221 Dallas, TX Oregon 3. Georgia 24. Brandon Shell OL 6'6" 316 Goose Creek, SC South Carolina 
25. Tre Madden LB 6'0"_ 220 Mission Viejo, CA USC 4.LSU 25. Nikolas Brassell WR 6'0" 175 Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
26. Lamar Dawson LB 6'2" 235 Danville, KY USC 5. Florida 26. Mike Blakely RB 5'9" 205 Bradenton, FL Florida 
27. Tacoi Sumler WR 5'9" 166 Miami, FL Oregon 6. South Carolina 27. Antonio Richardson OL 66" 325 Nashville, TN Tennessee 
28. Brennan Scarlett DL 6'4" 255 Portland, OR Califomia 7, Tennessee 28. AC. Leonard TE 64" 245 Jacksonville, FL Florida 
29. Christian Heyward ———DL__-6'2" 275 San Diego, CA USS _g Ole Miss 29. Quan Bray ATH 510" 170 LaGrange, GA Auburn 
30. Avery Walls DB 5'11"184 McDonough, GA California 9. Arkansas 30. Kris Frost ATH 6'2" 215 Matthews, NC Auburn 
31. Stefan McClure DOB 5'11" 180 Vista, CA California 10. Mississippi State 31. Marvin Shinn WR 6'3" 193 Prichard, AL Alabama _ 
32. Mustafa Jalil DL 64" 310 San Diego, CA California 11. Kentucky 32. Jermauria Rasco DE 64" 240 Shreveport, LA LSU 
33. Maurice Harris WR 6'3" 200 Greensboro, NC Califomi: 42. Vanderbilt 33, Gabe Wright DL _6'4" 310 Columbus, GA Auburn 
34. Kelsey Young RB 5'10" 190 Norco, CA Stanford . 34, Gregory Robinson OL 6'5" 305 Thibodaux, LA Auburn 
35, Anthony Sarao LB 6'0" 210 Absecon, NJ ___USC 35._ Kenny Hilliard RB 5'11" 225 _ Patterson, LA LSU 
36. Jason Gibson LB 6'3" 215 Gardena, CA California 36. C.J. Johnson LB = 6'2" 235 Philadelphia, MS Ole Miss 
37. Aubrey Coleman __ ATH 6'6" 215 Walnut, CA Washington 37. Reese Dismukes c 6'3" 290 Spanish Fort, AL Auburn 
38. Micahel Bercovici QB 6'2" 205 Woodland Hills, CA Arizona State 38. Marcus Roberson DE 6'1" 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Florida 
39._ Harvey Langi RB 6'1" 216 South Jordan, UT Utah 39. Marlin Lane RB 6'0" 210 Daytona Beach, FL Tennessee 
40. Ka’Deem Carey RB 5'10"190 Tucson, AZ Arizona 40. Odell Backham, Jr. WR 5'11"175 New Orleans, LA LSU 

Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Daerius Washington LB 6'0" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Western Kentucky 1, TigiHill DB 6'2" 210 Kakuku, Hl Hawaii 
2. Cameron Brown WR 6'2" 195 Frisco, TX Westem Kentucky 2. Ellis Henderson DB 6'0" 170 Vancouver, WA Hawaii 
3._ Artez Brown RB 5'11" 165 Newport, AR Arkansas State 3. Nick Isham QB 6'0" 190 Westlake Village,CA Louisiana Tech 
4. Kyle Coleman WR 6'2" 205 Pine Bluff, AR Arkansas State 4. Tyler Gray [B  6'3" 215 Templeton, CA Hawaii 
_5._ Mitchell Henry TE _6'4" 245 Elizabethtown, KY Western Kentucky 5. Charles Washington DB 5'10" 180 Encino, CA Fresno State 
6. Deon Lee DE 6'4" 215 De Funiak Springs, FL Troy 6. Malcolm Pichon OT 6'3" 330 Slidell, LA Louisiana Tech 
_7. Rodney O'Neal DB 5'11"170 Dublin, GA Middle Tennessee 7. Brian Clay DB _5'11° 160 Vacaville, CA Hawaii 
8. Alonzo Harris RB 6'1" 205 Gadsden, AL Louisiana-Lafayette 8. Kyrie Wilson (B 6'2" 210 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
_9._ Champ Lewis DB 6'2" 175 Ft. Myers, FL Western Kentucky 9. LaBradford Harold DB/WR 6'0" 200 Crowley, TX Utah State 
10. Boe Brand WR 6'0" 155 Bradenton, FL Western Kentucky 10. Deman Cater OB 61" 195 Fontana, CA Nevada 
Sun Belt Team Rankings WAC Team Rankings 
1. Western Kentucky 4. Florida International 7. North Texas 1. Hawaii 4. Utah State 7. Idaho 
2. Arkansas State 5. Troy 8, Louisiana-Monroe 2. Louisiana Tech 5. Nevada 8. New Mexico State 
3. Louisiana-Lafayette 6, Middle Tennessee 9, Florida Atlantic 3. Fresno State 6. San Jose State 
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PRESENTS 


RISING SENIORS — CLASS OF 2012 


TOP 20 QUARTERBACKS Ss TOP 10 TIGHT ENDS TOP 20 LINEBACKERS 
Hometown yer Hometown Pla Homi 
Anthony Alford 61" 205 —__—~Petal, MS._-«—_Jalen Cope-Fitzpatrick Hs “ __ Rocklin, CA Kwon Avene af “i rain 
Mike Baker 6'2" 190 Fresno,CA —_Dillon Gordon 65" 245 River Ridge, LA Jeremiah Allison 61" 210 —_LosAngeles, CA 
Connor Brewer 62" 195 Scottsdale, AZ DevinFunchess 64" 205 +~—FamingtonHills, Ml _—~Player Ht Wt = Hometown 
Tyler Cameron 6'3" 210 Jupiter, FL_ Christo Kourtzidis 64" 240  ———Orange,CA ~—_Vince Biegel 6'3" 210 Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Bennie Coney 62" 210 Plant City,FL_ Taylor McNamara 65" 235 San Diego,CA ‘Timothy Cole 62" 212 “Brenham, TX 
Matt Davis 61" 200 Houston, TX Ricky Parks 63" 210 Hogansville,GA Derek David 63" 225 Rockdale, TX 
Shane Dillon 65" 185 E!Cajon,CA Kelvin Rainey 63" 20 Yulee,FL_ Nick Dawson 63" 228 Charlotte, NC 
Marc Evans 62" 210 _Ventura,CA ‘Kent Taylor 6'5"_ 220 Land O'Lakes,FL_  AlexDelaTore 60" 225 _ Denton, TX 
BartHouston _—6'4"_200 Concord,CA Colin Thompson 65" 255 Warminster, PA C.J. Dozier 62" 195 ~ Beliflower, CA 
saver a _ er a 7 Columbus. Ron Thompson 64" 225 Eastpointe, MI_ Ta Ewin 62" 200 Ringgold, VA 
uN, C = * aca n Ekanem 63" 225 Clifton, VA 
eon oz sane TOP 20 OFFENSIVE LINEMEN  treyGranier 61" 225 Thibodaux, LA 
Jeff Lindqist 63° 205 Weroaristana: wa” PAVEE Hornetowm Reyes Jets Sine __ Ee Veto 
ae Lat ea i68 Poche, Vata Alexander ce “i Buford, GA Peter Jinkens 61" 206 __ Dallas, TX 
Wey Math 0 69" 295 Lakewood,WA  Quanzell Lambert 62" 230 Sicklerville, NJ 
Over Mies «a? 215 : a ee 4 arts 
Matt Morin 62" 190 Temecuia, ca 2o”dan Diamond ae Chicago, ‘Rea Ragiend a Pretcats 
Zeke Pike 65" 220 Fort Mitchel, ky 2Ssamen Dunker_6'6" 315 _Bynton Beach, FL Desysoan Pappy 220) ___Micktes Rocks, Pa 
Jamels Winsion 64" 190 Fueyiown, aL -« Kennedy Este 67" 305 Pearland, Tx” James Ross 61215 _Orehari Lake, tt 
- ~ Joshua Gamett 65" 275 ~ Puyallup, WA lfeadi Odenigbo s 64" 210 3 “Centerville, OH 
TOP 20 RUNNING BACKS D.J. Humphries 65" 265 ~ Charlotte, NC Jeremiah Tshimanga __6'3"_ 225 North Richland Hills, TX 
Camrhon Hughes ——6'7" 270 Killeen, TX. 
Pare tm camergy (Nets 6s" 3 iewegoy TOP 20 DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Wes Brown 60" 190 ~ Olney, MD —_-Efik Magnuson 66" 275 ——_—_—Encinitas,CA =~ Playerr Hometown 
Br'onteDunn BT" 215 Canton, OH Kyle Murphy 67" 275 San Clemente, CA___‘Ishmael Adams 510 is Westiake Village, CA 
GregGarmon ——s«6'2"— 200 ~Erie,PA Andrus Peat _ 67" 280 Tempe,AZ_ _NelsonAgholor 1" 175 _Tampa, FL 
Johnathan Gray 511" 200 Aledo,Tx Jordan Simmons 65" 325 Encino, CA ‘Brandon Beaver 61" 175 Compton, CA 
Duke Johnson 59" 180 “Miami, FL Brock Stadnik 65" 200 Greensboro, NC_ ‘Deion Bonner S11" 185 Columbus, GA. 
Malin Jones G2" 190 Naperville, L_ Ronnie Stanley 66" 275 LasVegas,NV Bam Bradley 62" 200 Trotwood, OH 
Matt Jones 63" 210  Seffner,FL -‘MichaelStarts Ss '4" 275 ___Waco,TX_ Deon Bush _ 61" * Miami, FL 
Brian Kimbrow 59" 165 Memphis,1N John Theus 66" 295 Jacksonville, FL_ Landon Collins 511" 200 __ Geismar, LA 
RobertLews 510" 155 —‘SouthGate,cA Dan Voltz 64" 290 Barrington, iL Ronald Darby 511" 175 Oxon Hill, MD_ 
Shaq Powell 5110" 185 __—LasVegas,Nv Avery Young 6'5"__ 270 Palm Beach Gardens, FL_ eae = ae e ____ Miramar, FL 
William Mahone 60" 194 Youngstown, OH sae pe St LY 
Byron Marshall -5'10" 195 San Jose, CA a 10 DEFENSIVE TACKLES Donaldven Manning 59" 185 
Keith Marshall ———«5'11” 190 “Raleigh, NC LaDarrell McNell 61" 190 Dallas, TX 
Mario Pender 60" 210 Cape Coral, FL_ ase. ee a ona) Wayne Morgan 5'11" 190 Brookiyn, NY 
Alex Ross 61" 205 ~ Jenks,0K Sheldon Day 62" 278 __Indianapolis,IN Edward Pope 63" 175 _ Carthage, TX. 
Barry Sanders J 59" 180  OklahomaCity,OK Eddie Goldman 64" 310 Washington,DC ‘Brian Poole S11" 185 Bradenton, FL_ 
Rushel Shell Bt” 215 ~ Aliquippa,PA Darius Hamilton 64" 245 _—~Ramsey,NJ ——‘Tee Shepard 60" 175 Fresno, CA. 
Jonathan Wiliams S'11" 205 ~~—~—=Ailen, TX_—= Jaron Jones. ~=—Ss—ss«i}" 305 ~—S——Rochester,NY  GenoSmith 610" 165 _—_ Atlanta, GA 
Trey Williams — 58" 175 _—_—-Houston, 1X —Javonte Magee 65" 265 San Antonio, TX _Eljah Shumate 61" 205 _ Ramsey, NJ 
TOP 20 WIDE RECEIVERS nn set 63° SS oe 
E hi Tommy Schutt 63" 290 ~ Glen Ellyn, IL Yuri Wright 62" 180 Ramsey, NJ 
ayer Aziz Shittu 63" 275 Atwater, CA 
Chris Black J of i = Pers a Jonathan Taylor 6'3" 307 Millen, GA TOP 20 ATHLETES 
Drae Bowles 61" 190 _ Jackson, TN Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Aaron Burbridge 61" 180 Farmington His, Ml TOP 10 DEFENSIVE ENDS Bralon Addison _—_S'10" 180_ Missouri ity, Tx 
Leonte Caroo 62" _ 200 _Ramsey,NJ Player Hometown _ Travis Blanks 61" 180 __Tallahassee, FL_ 
Nathan Cole S11" 170 __ Memphis, TN rik Armstead vi a EkGrove,CA - MarvinBracy Ss S'9" 165 Orlando, FL 
Amara Darboh_ 62" 190 _ WestDesMoines,|A_ Mario Edwards —=—«6'4" 280 ~ Denton, TX — soel Caleb 6'3"_200 __ Midlothian, VA 
Reginald Davis 61" 185 Tenaha,1X Dante Fowler __ 63" 238 St-Petersburg,FL_ «Chris Casher _ G4" 225 Mobile, AL_ 
Dorial Green-Beckham 66" 220 __Springfield, MO Jelani Hamilton 65" 245 —Ft.Lauderdale,FL_-«Stefon Diggs _ S1" 190 Olney, MD 
Avery Johnson 62" 185 _ Pompano Beach, A. Trgy Hinds 65" 225 Kaysville, UT Cedric Dozier _ 5111" 175 Lakewood, WA 
Thomas Johnson 60" 175 Callas, TX Jordan Jenkins 63" 225 Hamilton, GA Od. Foster __5'10" 180 Scottsdale, AZ 
Cayleb Jones "2165 __Austin, TX Se'Von Pittman 64" 225 Canton, OH Devin Fuller 60" 185 Old Tappan, NJ 
Eugene Lewis an _180___ Plymouth, PA Noah Spence. =A" 245 “Harrisburg,PA Chase Hansen 62" 200 Hightand, UT 
Aas Moone =! aa a < ee ae Adolphus Washington 6'6" 240 _—Cincinnati,OH  oshHarvey-Clemons_6'5"_200__Valdosta, GA 
ONL NS ! : Channing Ward 64" 240 “Aberdeen, MS_ Angelo Jean-Louis 6'0" 185 Wellington, FL 
Jordan Payton 62" 190 —_— @, CA =—* Cyrus Jones 5111" 185 Baltimore, MD 
Fe er : or = JaydonMickens ____5'8"_170___—_—Los Angeles, CA 
ShaqRoland G1" 180 Darreus Rogers 6:2" 195 Carson, CA 
SH ba ill in CordreaTankerlsey ——«6'2"_—*195 __ Alken, SC 
Sree et — 61 =e 
Shaq Thompson 61" 185 Sacramento, CA 
Eddie Williams 63" 210 Panama City, FL 
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Boston College: Thom Kendall; USC: Peter Brouillet; 
Arkansas: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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Georgia Tech: Al Kooistra; Georgia: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
Washington: Paul Jasienski 


Scan the image to the left 
with your smart phone. 


“May require 2 OR scanning app. 
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Rutgers: Bruce Schwartzman; Texas Chris Covatta 
Kansas: Larry W. Smith 
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In a perfect world, there would be some events in life that you'd like to arrive at just in the nick of time. Who really wants to get 
to the airport an hour early? Who enjoys perusing old magazines (even if they're Athlon!) in the waiting room at the doctor's office? 
Do you really like getting to the movies so early that you finish your popcorn before the previews are over? In the perfect world, in 
any of these situations you’d show up about a minute early and get down to business. 

In that same ideal world, however, there would be some events that you’d gladly show up for hours, even days, ahead of time. 
Things like bachelor parties. Free money giveaways. And college football games. Whether your favorite team is a national champi- 
onship contender or a perennial doormat, whether you're a sophomore yet to declare a major or a senior citizen who still remem- 
bers the words to the alma mater, a good tailgate party is one.part of the college football experience just about everyone can relate 
to — and thoroughly enjoy. 

The good news is, this ideal world already exists in college towns from New Jersey to New Mexico. Here, spread out for your en- 
joyment like a pregame buffet, are some of the top college tailgating sites in the country, as determined by a very unscientific sur- 
vey. We were going to do a much more thorough poll to determine the winners, but the scent of bratwurst and deviled eggs distracted 
us. Maybe next year. 


LSU A T-shirt often spotted in the bayou reads “Baton Rouge: A drinking town with a football problem.” Tiger Stadium 
is often cited as one of the toughest places to play in America, especially when the game is played at night. The reason why, 
often left unsaid because it’s patently obvious, is that by the time the sun sets, Tiger fans have spent the entire day doing 
their best to shed their already thin inhibitions. Stroll through the parking lots outside Death Valley on a game day and get 
a whiff of the steaming pots of gumbo and jambalaya, then look and see if you can spot anybody actually eating between 
sips of their favorite libations. Throw in a national championship, and the party has suddenly turned even more festive — 
if that’s possible — down on the bayou. 


PENN STATE 1s has its Death Valley and Penn State has Happy Valley, but whether the valley is morbid or giddy, 
the fans in both locales know how to party. Penn State fans are known for creating a blue and white RV city outside Beaver 
Stadium well before Saturday. Student organizations also join in the fun, especially other Nittany Lion athletic teams. By 
season's end, alumni and students have formed bonds that last lifetimes — all thanks to a grill, a vehicle, and a little potato 
salad. Wonder if JoePa will join in the fun when his coaching days are done? 


VIRGINIA TECH Frank Beamer's winning ways have turned Blacksburg into quite a happening town come autumn. 
And not just on Saturdays. Tailgating here starts on the Tuesday prior to the game and lasts through early Sunday morn- 
ing, stretching from the stadium parking lots to the streets of charming downtown Blacksburg. Here, young undergrads 
mix it up with fired-up alumni in small bars that serve cheap drinks. 


OKLAHOMA n Oklahoma, we're talking about a state that was founded by people arriving in their vehicles early for 
the big event. The Sooner Schooner just might be the world’s very first tailgating sport utility vehicle. Combine that his- 
tory with OU’s tradition of winning football, and you've got perhaps the perfect recipe for tailgating success. And while 
Florida and Georgia stake claim to the “world’s largest outdoor cocktail party” each year in Jacksonville, the annual Texas- 
Oklahoma tilt in Dallas is certainly one of college football’s premier pregame venues. 
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Margaret Bowles 


eate: 


a Tailgate with 
Curly’s 


BBO 
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Try Curly’s with 
Sauce or Sauceless! 


In the refrigerated meat section 


Smoked for Hours Ready in Minutes * 


With a stadium that 
holds 102,455 people, you'd expect Ten- 
nessee fans from all corners of the Volun- 
teer State to arrive on fall Saturdays in a 
variety of ways — car, truck, bus, plane, 
RV. How about boat? The “Vol Navy” is 
the name given to the UT fans who sail the 
Tennessee River to Knoxville, and the 
scores of boats docked beside Neyland Sta- 
dium create one of the nation’s most un- 
usual tailgating experiences. Of course, 
there’s no “Navy Blue” to be found on these 
sailors — just a sea of orange. And while 
Wisconsin produces traditional tailgate fare 
like beer and brats, Tennessee stakes claim 
to such common-man staples as Jack 
Daniel’s and Krystal burgers. 


To tailgate at a Princeton 
football game is to take a step back in time, to 
the days of leather helmets, cheerleaders in 
wool sweaters and saddle shoes, and sports- 
writers in fedoras banging out stories on man- 
ual typewriters. Well, maybe it’s not exactly 
like that, but it is tailgating in its most tradi- 
tional sense. Proud, successful alumni and 
eager students eating the finest breads, meats 
and cheeses, seated on plush black and orange 
blankets, sipping fine wines on brisk autumn 
afternoons in the Garden State. Well, it’s not 
exactly like that either, but it’s the Ivy League 
after all, so it’s close. Right? 


Think of autumn and what 
color do you think of? Orange. Clemson tail- 
gaters take full advantage of the fact their fa- 
vorite team’s color is also the official color of 
fall: Nothing shows you know how to party in 
the parking lot like a big orange pumpkin with 
a tiger paw carved into it, or a bright orange 
cooler full of drinks, or a huge orange tent to 
provide shade. On game days, when Clemson, 
S.C., becomes the third-largest “city” in the 
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use RECIPES 


Chicken Hoagies 


Ingredients Directions 

» 1 tub Curly’s Sauceless Chicken Heat Curly’s Sauceless Chicken 

» 4-6 slices of Swiss Cheese according to package directions. Put 

» 2-4 hoagie buns desired amount of chicken inside hoagie 

» Ye Pack of John Morrell Bacon, buns and top with Swiss Cheese. Place 
cooked until desired crispness buns on a cookie sheet and heat in oven 
and drained until cheese is melted and buns are 

» Mayonnaise (Optional) slightly toasted. Top hoagies with bacon 

» Sliced tomatoes (Optional) slices, mayonnaise, sliced tomatoes and 

» Lettuce (Optional) lettuce. 


. 21. O Ingredients 

BBQ Sandwich with Slaw » 1 tub Curly’s Sauceless 

Directions Pulled Pork 
Heat Curly’s Sauceless Pulled Pork according to package directions. Add de- » BBQ Sauce 
sired amount of BBQ sauce of your choice and mix with the Curly’s Sauce- » 4-6 buns 


less Pulled Pork. Place Pork & BBQ mix on each bun and top with Cole Slaw.  » Cole Slaw 
To complete your plate, add your favorite chips. 


Conference BBQ sauce Suggestions 
Big Ten & Big 12 Conference: Thick & 
Sweet Sauce with tomato sauce & mo- 
lasses base 

SEC & Conference USA: Hot, Sweet 
tomato base BBQ Sauce 


ACC: Vinegar Base BBQ oy | ins 
Sauce ~*~ 


Ohio State: John Grieshop/Schwartzman 
Tennessee: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


state of South Carolina, it might be better 
known as Orangeville. 


MARSHALL a thundering herd. The 


phrase could aptly describe many tailgating 
scenes across America. Iowa fans lining up for 
more burgers. Bama backers heading back for 
more fried chicken. Syracuse faithful rushing 
into the Dome in time for kickoff. Capitalize 
a couple of letters, and you've got the Thun- 
dering Herd, the finest tailgaters in the land of 
country roads. Whether they’re arriving 12 
hours early to the lots on the south or west 
sides of the stadium or packing into neigh- 
borhood bars, Marshall fans are as proud of 
their tailgating prowess as they are of local he- 
roes Randy Moss and Chad Pennington. 


TEXAS As long as they can keep Aggie fans 
from barbecuing their mascot, Texas fans 
know how to tailgate, whether it’s in Austin 
or in the Big D at the annual tilt with Okla- 
homa. Great weather, plenty of pick-up 
trucks, some Shiner Bock, beef brisket, and a 
little Tex-Mex combine for picture-perfect 
tailgating in the heart of Texas. 


OLE MISS The Grove. The very name 


conjures up images of Southern gentility, of 
serenity, tradition and class. One of the col- 
lege game’s most storied tailgating grounds, 
The Grove (a 10-acre park in the middle of 
campus) is where you'll find anybody who's 
anybody prior to Ole Miss games. Open from 
6 a.m. to midnight on game days, the Grove 


OHIO STATE Buckeye fans take their 


tailgating as seriously as they take their 
football, adding a dose of friendly com- 
petition to the tradition. Who are the best 
tailgaters — hundreds of red-clad folks 
will tell you it’s them. Personalized plates, 
satellite dishes, Tivo, kegs of beer, grills 
that never extinguish, RVs galore — you 
better bring your ‘A’ game if you want to 
be noticed in Columbus. Olentangy — is 
that a river or a tart new condiment? 


is home to the Walk of Champions, the path 
the Rebs traditionally stroll through on their 
way to Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. 


WISCONSIN Wisconsin is primarily 


known for producing three important food- 
stuffs: beer, cheese and bratwurst. Little sur- 
prise then, that the tailgating is pretty good at 
the ol’ state university in Madison. Throw in 
a student body renowned for its ability to 
party, a fan base so fervent it’s nationally 
known for how well it travels (so tailgating be- 
fore a home game is a piece of cake), some 
outstanding professional role models in the 
form of Packers and Brewers fans, and a 94- 
year old stadium in Camp Randall, and 
you've pretty much got tailgating nirvana in 
Madtown. Plus, it’s kind of nice to stand 
around the grill on a November morning up 
in the Dairy State. 


WASHINGTON One of the most unique 
— and picturesque — tailgating venues in the 
nation is at the University of Washington, 
where Husky fans have the good fortune to 
trade asphalt for the blue waters of Lake 
Washington. The stadium's location on the 
lakeshore allows fans from all over the Seattle 
area to travel — and tailgate, or “sterngate,” as 
it were — on their boats, dining on salmon, 
crab, and sipping some of Seattle’s finest cof- 
fees. Ever helpful members of the UW crew 
team ferry fans to and from shore. 


AIR FORCE Could there be a more im- 


pressive spectacle than tailgating at the foot of 
the Rocky Mountains with Air Force fighter 
jets performing awe-inspiring maneuvers 
overhead? Some may argue that a dessert buf 
fet complete with blueberry cobbler, double 
chocolate brownies and pineapple upside 
down cake is more visually stunning, and who 
could argue, really? But to tailgate Air Force 
style is to truly aim high. At more than 7,000 
feet above sea level, it’s not the booze making 
you lightheaded — besides, cadets can’t drink. 


Athlon Sports is hitting the road 
this season, stopping at some 
of college football’s biggest 
rivalry matchups, and we 

want you to stop by for some 
food, football and FUN! 

You’ll have an opportunity to 
interact with exciting brands 
and win great prizes. 


Our tour includes 10 exciting 
college football rivalry games, 
such as: 


Palo Alto, Calif. 
Stanford vs. UCLA 
October 1 


Texas vs. Oklahoma 
October 8 


Jacksonville, Fla. 
Georgia vs. Florida 
October 29 


‘Miami, Fla. 
The BCS Orange Bowl 
January 3, 2012 


Text TAILGATE to 67463 
for complete 
Gridiron Rivals Tailgate Tour schedule. 


"Standard data and message rates may apply. 


2011 FBS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


BOSTON COLLEGE (7-6, 4-4) 


Chestnut Hill, MA 

Sept. 3 Northwestern 
Sept. 10 atUCF 

Sept. 17 Duke 

Sept. 24 Massachusetts 
Oct. 1 Wake Forest 
Oct. 8 atClemson 
Oct. 22 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 29 at Maryland 
Nov. 3 Florida State 
Nov. 12 NC State 
Nov. 19 at Notre Dame 
Nov, 26 at Miami 


CLEMSON (6-7, 4-4) 
Clemson, SC 

Sept. 3 Troy 

Sept. 10 Wofford 

Sept. 17 Auburn 

Sept. 24 Florida State 
Oct. 1 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 8 Boston College 
Oct. 15 atMaryland 
Oct. 22 North Carolina 
Oct. 29 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 12 Wake Forest 
Nov. 19 atNC State 
Nov. 26 at South Carolina 


DUKE (3-9, 1-7] 

Durham, NC 

Sept. 3 Richmond 
Sept. 10 Stanford 

Sept. 17 at Boston College 
Sept. 24 Tulane 

Oct, 1. atFIU 

Oct. 15 Florida State 
Oct. 22 Wake Forest 
Oct. 29 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 5 at Miami 

Nov. 12 at Virginia 

Nov. 19 Georgia Tech 
Nov, 26 at North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE (10-4, 6-2] 


Tallahassee, FL 

Sept. 3 UL Monroe 
Sept. 10 Charleston Southern 
Sept. 17 Oklahoma 

Sept. 24 at Clemson 

Oct. 8 atWake Forest 
Oct. 15 atDuke 

Oct. 22 Maryland 

Oct. 29 NC State 

Nov. 3 at Boston College 
Nov. 12 Miami 

Nov. 19 Virginia 

Nov. 26 at Florida 


GEORGIA TECH [6-7, 4-4) 


Atlanta, GA 

Sept. 1 Western Carolina 
Sept. 10 at Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 17 Kansas 

Sept. 24 North Carolina 
Oct. 1 atNC State 
Oct. 8 Maryland 

Oct. 15 at Virginia 

Oct. 22 at Miami 

Oct. 29 Clemson 

Nov. 10 Virginia Tech 
Nov. 19 at Duke 

Nov. 26 Georgia 
MARYLAND (9-4, 5-3) 
College Park, MD 

Sept. 5 Miami 

Sept. 17 West Virginia 
Sept. 24 Temple 


Oct. 1 Towson 
Oct. 8 atGeorgia Tech 
Oct. 15 Clemson 


Oct. 22 at Florida State 

Oct. 29 Boston College 

Nov. 5 Virginia 

Nov. 12 #Notre Dame 

Nov. 19 at Wake Forest 

Nov. 26 at NC State 
SLandover, MD 


| MIAMI (7-6, 5-3) 


Coral Gables, FL 

Sept, 5 atMaryland 
Sept. 17 Ohio State 
Sept. 24 Kansas State 
Oct. 1 Bethune-Cookman 
Oct. 8 atVirginia Tech 
Oct. 15 atNorth Carolina 
Oct. 22 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 27 Virginia 

Nov. 5 Duke 

Nov. 12 at Florida State 
Nov. 19 at South Florida 
Nov. 26 Boston College 


NORTH CAROLINA (8-5, 4-4) 


Chapel Hill, NC 

Sept. 3 James Madison 
Sept, 10 Rutgers 

Sept. 17. Virginia 

Sept. 24 at Georgia Tech 
Oct. 1 atEast Carolina 
Oct. 8 Louisville 
Oct. 15 Miami 

Oct, 22 atClemson 
Oct. 29 Wake Forest 
Nov. 5 atNC State 
Nov, 17 at Virginia Tech 
Nov. 26 Duke 


NC STATE (9-4, 5-3] 
Raleigh, NC 

Sept. 3 Liberty 

Sept. 10 at Wake Forest 
Sept. 17 South Alabama 
Sept. 22 at Cincinnati 
Oct. 1 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 8 Central Michigan 
Oct. 22 at Virginia 

Oct. 29 at Florida State 
Nov. 5 North Carolina 
Nov, 12 at Boston College 
Nov. 19 Clemson 

Nov. 26 Maryland 


VIRGINIA (4-8, 1-7] 

Charlottesville, VA 

Sept. 3 William & Mary 

Sept, 10 at Indiana 

Sept. 17 at North Carolina 

Sept. 24 Southern Miss 
1 Idaho 

Oct. 15 Georgia Tech 

Oct. 22 NC State 

Oct. 27 at Miami 

Nov. 5 at Maryland 

Nov. 12 Duke 

Nov. 19 at Florida State 

Nov. 26 Virginia Tech 


VIRGINIA TECH (11-3, 8-0) 


Blacksburg, VA 
Sept. 3 Appalachian State 
Sept. 10 at East Carolina 
Sept. 17 Arkansas State 
Sept. 24 at Marshall 

1 Clemson 
Oct. 8 Miami 
Oct. 15 at Wake Forest 
Oct. 22 Boston College 
Oct. 29 at Duke 
Nov. 10 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 17 North Carolina 
Nov. 26 at Virginia 


WAKE FOREST (3-9, 1-7) 


Winston-Salem, NC 

Sept. 3 atSyracuse 
Sept. 10 NC State 

Sept. 17 Gardner-Webb 
Oct. 1 at Boston College 
Oct. 8 Florida State 
Oct. 15 Virginia Tech 
Oct. 22 atDuke 

Oct. 29 at North Carolina 
Nov. 5 Notre Dame 
Nov. 12 at Clemson 
Nov. 19 Maryland 

Nov. 26 Vanderbilt 
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CINCINNATI (4-8, 2-5) 
Cincinnati, OH 
Sept. 1 Austin Peay 
Sept. 10 at Tennessee 
Sept. 17 Akron 
Sept. 22 NC State 

1 at Miami [OH] 
Oct. 15 #Louisville 
Oct. 22 at South Florida 
Nov. 5 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 12  #West Virginia 
Nov. 19 at Rutgers 
Nov. 26 at Syracuse 


Dec. 3 Connecticut 
Paul Brown Stadium 


CONNECTICUT (8-5, 5-2) 


Storrs, CT 

Sept. 1 Fordham 

Sept. 10 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 16 lowa State 

Sept. 24 at Buffalo 

Oct. 1 Western Michigan 
Oct. 8 atWest Virginia 
Oct. 15 South Florida 
Oct. 26 at Pittsburgh 


_ Nov. 5 Syracuse 


Nov. 19 Louisville 
Nov. 26 Rutgers 
Dec. 3  atCincinnati 


LOUISVILLE (7-6, 3-4) 
Louisville, KY 

Sept. 1 Murray State 
Sept. 9 FIU 

Sept. 17 at Kentucky 
Oct. 1 Marshall 
Oct. 8 atNorth Carolina 
Oct. 15 #at Cincinnati 
Oct. 21 Rutgers 

Oct. 29 Syracuse 
Nov. 5 at West Virginia 
Nov. 12 Pittsburgh 
Nov. 19 at Connecticut 
Nov. 25 at South Florida 


Paul Brown Stadium 


PITTSBURGH (8-5, 5-2) 


Pittsburgh, PA 

Sept. 3 Buffalo 
Sept. 10 Maine 

Sept. 17 atlowa 
Sept. 24 Notre Dame 
Sept. 29 South Florida 
Oct. 8 atRutgers 
Oct. 15 Utah 

Oct. 26 Connecticut 
Nov. 5 Cincinnati 
Nov. 12 at Louisville 
Nov. 25 at West Virginia 
Dec. 3 Syracuse 


RUTGERS (4-8, 1-6] 

New Brunswick, NJ 

Sept. 1 North Carolina Central 
Sept. 10 atNorth Carolina 
Sept. 24 Ohio 

Oct. 1 atSyracuse 
Oct. 8 Pittsburgh 

Oct. 15 Nav 

Oct. 21 atLouisville 
Oct. 29 West Virginia 
Nov. 5 South Florida 
Nov. 12 #Army 

Nov. 19 Cincinnati 


Nov. 26 atConnecticut 
Bron, NY 


SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5, 3-4) 


Sept. 3  atNotre Dame 
Sept. 10 Ball State 
Sept. 17 Florida A&M 
Sept. 24 UTEP 

Sept. 29 at Pittsburgh 
Oct. 15 atConnecticut 
Oct. 22 Cincinnati 
Nov. 5 atRutgers 
Nov. 11 atSyracuse 
Nov. 19 Miami Fla.) 
Nov. 25 Louisville 
Dec. 1 West Virginia 


SYRACUSE (8-5, 4-3] 
Syracuse, NY 

Sept. 3 Wake Forest 
Sept. 10 Rhode Island 
Sept. 17 at USC 
Sept. 24 Toledo 

Oct. 1 Rutgers 
Oct. 8 atTulane 
Oct. 21 West Virginia 
Oct. 29 at Louisville 
Nov. 5 at Connecticut 
Nov. 11 SouthFlorida 
Nov. 26 Cincinnati 
Dec. 3 at Pittsburgh 


WEST VIRGINIA (9-4, 5-2) 


Morgantown, WV 

Sept. 4 Marshall 
Sept. 10 Norfolk State 
Sept. 17 at Maryland 
Sept. 24 LSU 

Oct. 1 Bowling Green 
Oct. 8 Connecticut 
Oct. 21 atSyracuse 
Oct. 29 at Rutgers 
Nov. 5 Louisville 
Nov. 12  #at Cincinnati 
Nov. 25 Pittsburgh 


Dec. 1° atSouth Florida 
#Paul Brown Stadium 


ILLINOIS (7-6, 4-4) 
Champaign, IL 
Sept. 3 Arkansas State 
Sept. 10 South Dakota State 
Sept. 17 Arizona State 
Sept. 24 Western Michigan 
Oct. 1 Northwestern 
Oct. 8 atindiana 

Oct. 15 Ohio State 

Oct. 22 at Purdue 

Oct. 29 at Penn State 
Nov. 12 Michigan 

Nov. 19 Wisconsin 

Nov. 26 at Minnesota 


INDIANA (5-7, 1-7] 
Bloomington, IN 
Sept. 3 #Ball State 
Sept. 10. Virginia 
Sept. 17 South Carolina State 
Sept. 24 at North Texas 
Oct. 1 Penn State 
Oct. 8 Illinois 
Oct. 15 at Wisconsin 
Oct. 22 atlowa 
Oct. 29 Northwestern 
Nov. 5 at Ohio State 
Nov. 19 at Michigan State 
Nov. 26 Purdue 
findianapolts, IN 
JOWA (8-5, 4-4) 
fowa City, 1A 
Sept. 3 Tennessee Tech 
Sept. 10 atlowa State 
Sept. 17 Pittsburgh 
Sept. 24 UL Monroe 
Oct. 8 atPenn State 
Oct. 15 Northwestern 
Oct. 22 Indiana 
Oct. 29 at Minnesota 
Nov. § Michigan 
Nov. 12 Michigan State 
Nov. 19 at Purdue 
Nov. 26 at Nebraska 


MICHIGAN (7-6, 3-5) 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Sept. 3 Western Michigan 
Sept. 10 Notre Dame 
Sept. 17 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 24 San Diego State 
Oct. 1 Minnesota 
Oct. 8 atNorthwestern 
Oct. 15 at Michigan State 
Oct. 29 Purdue 

Nov. 5 atlowa 

Nov. 12 at illinois 

Nov. 19 Nebraska 

Nov. 26 Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE (11-2, 7-1] 
East Lansing, MI 

Sept. 3 Youngstown State 
Sept. 10 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 17  atNotre Dame 
Sept. 24 Central Michigan 
Oct. 1 atQhio State 
Oct. 15 Michigan 

Oct. 22 Wisconsin 


| Oct. 29 atNebraska 


Nov. 5 Minnesota 
Nov. 12 atlowa 

Nov. 19 Indiana 

Nov. 26 at Northwestern 


| MINNESOTA (3-9, 2-6] 
| Minneapolis, MN 


Sept. 3 atUSC 

Sept. 10 New Mexico State 
Sept. 17 Miami (OH) 
Sept. 24 North Dakota State 
Oct. 1 at Michigan 
Oct. 8 at Purdue 

Oct. 22 Nebraska 

Oct. 29 lowa 

Nov. 5 at Michigan State 
Nov. 12 Wisconsin 

Nov. 19 at Northwestern 
Nov. 26 Illinois 


NEBRASKA (10-4, 6-2 Big 12] 


Lincoln, NE 

Sept. 3 Chattanooga 
Sept. 10 Fresno State 
Sept. 17 Washington 
Sept. 24 at Wyoming 
Oct. 1 atWisconsin 
Oct. 8 Ohio State 
Oct. 22 atMinnesota 
Oct. 2? Michigan State 
Nov. § Northwestern 


| Nov. 12  atPenn State 


Nov. 19 at Michigan 
Nov. 26 lowa 


NORTHWESTERN (7-6, 3-5] 


Evanston, IL 

Sept. 3 at Boston College 
Sept. 10 Eastern Illinois 
Sept. 17 at Army 

Oct. 1 atillinois 
Oct, 8 Michigan 
Oct. 15 atlowa 

Oct, 22 Penn State 
Oct. 29 atlndiana 
Nov. 5 atNebraska 
Nov. 12 Rice 

Nov. 19 Minnesota 
Nov. 26 Michigan State 


OHIO STATE (12-1, 7-1) 


Columbus, OH 

Sept. 3 Akron 
Sept. 10 Toledo 
Sept. 17 at Miami 
Sept. 24 Colorado 
Oct. 1 Michigan State 
Oct, 8 atNebraska 
Oct. 15 at Illinois 
Oct. 29 Wisconsin 
Nov. 5 Indiana 
Nov. 12 at Purdue 
Nov. 19 Penn State 
Nov. 26 at Michigan 


University Park, PA 

Sept. 3 Indiana State 
Sept. 10 Alabama 

Sept. 17 at Temple 
Sept. 24 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 1 atIndiana 

Oct. 8 lowa 

Oct, 15 Purdue 

Oct. 22 at Northwestern 
Oct, 29 Illinois 

Nov. 12 Nebraska 
Nov. 19 at Ohio State 
Nov. 26 at Wisconsin 


CHEDULES 


| 


PURDUE (4-8, 2-6) 

West Lafayette, IN 

Sept. 3 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 10 at Rice 

Sept. 17 Missouri State 
Oct. 1 Notre Dame 
Oct. 8 Minnesota 
Oct. 15 at Penn State 
Oct. 22 Illinois 

Oct. 29 at Michigan 
Nov. 5  atWisconsin 
Nov. 12 Ohio State 
Nov. 19 lowa 


Madison, WI 

Sept. 1 UNLV 

Sept. 10 Oregon State 
Sept. 17 #Northern Illinois 
Sept. 24 South Dakota 
Oct. 1 Nebraska 

Oct. 15 Indiana 

Oct. 22 at Michigan State 
Oct. 29 at Ohio State 
Nov. 5 Purdue 

Nov. 12 at Minnesota 
Nov. 19 at Illinois 

Nov. 26 Penn State 
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BAYLOR (7-6, 4-4) 

Waco, TX 

Sept. 2 TCU 

Sept. 17 Stephen F, Austin 
Sept. 26 Rice 

Oct. 1 at Kansas State 
Oct. 8 lowa State 

Oct. 15 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 29 at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 5 Missouri 

Nov. 12 at Kansas 

Nov. 19 Oklahoma 

Nov. 26 #Texas Tech 


Dec. 3 Texas 
HArtington, TX 


IOWA STATE (5-7, 3-5) 


Ames, IA 

Sept. 3 Northern lowa 
Sept. 10 lowa 

Sept. 16 at Connecticut 
Oct. 1 Texas 

Oct. 8 atBaylor 

Oct. 15 at Missouri 
Oct. 22 Texas A&M 
Oct. 29 atTexas Tech 
Nov. 5 Kansas 

Noy. 12 at Oklahoma 
Nov. 18 Oklahoma State 
Nov, 26 at Kansas State 


KANSAS (3-9, 1-7] 
Lawrence, KS 

Sept. 3 McNeese State 
Sept. 10 Northern Illinois 
Sept. 17 at Georgia Tech 
Oct. 1 Texas Tech 
Oct. 8 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 18 Oklahoma 
Oct. 22 Kansas State 
Oct. 29 atTexas 

Nov. 5 atlowa State 
Nov. 12 Baylor 

Nov. 19 at Texas A&M 


Nov. 26 #Missouri 
WHansas City, MD 


KANSAS STATE (7-6, 3-5) 


Manhattan, KS 

Sept. 3 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept. 17 Kent State 

Sept. 24 at Miami (Fla.] 
Oct. 1 Baylor 

Oct. 8 Missouri 

Oct. 15 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 22 atKansas 

Oct. 29 Oklahoma 

Nov. 5 at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 12 Texas A&M 

Nov. 19 atTexas 

Nov. 26 lowa State 


‘) Terrific 4 
ONE OF THE NATION'S LARGEST SELECTIONS : Gift Ideas : 


Vi hel} SPORTS | 


COLLECTIBLES 


“GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC FROM THE TRUSTED NAME IN SPORTS SINCE 1967.” 


FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. USING 
DISCOUNT CODE FOR ALL ONLINE ORDERS ONLY. 


Joe Montana Jerry Rice 


FAX (615-255-8656) © E-MAIL: collectibles@athlonsports.com © 2940 Kraft Drive * Nashville, TN 37204 ¢ Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am 6 pm CST 
All autographed items come with Certificate of Authenticity and a 10-day, money-back guarantee. Mail/Phone order shipping & handling $9.95 (photos), $11.95 (baseballs & minis) $13.95 (most other items), 
plus $2.00 for each same item. Same-day shipping on money orders. TN, GA & NY residents please add sales tax. Prices subject to change. Please confirm all items prior to mailing check & drivers license 
number must be included. 
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Boulder, CO 

Sept. 3 atHawaii 
California 
#Colorado State 
at Ohio State 
Washington State 
at Stanford 

at Washington 
Oct. 22 Oregon 

at Arizona State 
Nov. 5 USC 

Arizona 

at UCLA 

at Utah 
Denver. 00 
OREGON (12-1, 9-0) 
Eugene, OR 

Sept. 3 #LSU 

Nevada 
Missouri State 
at Arizona 
California 
Arizona State 
at Colorado 
Washington State 
at Washington 
at Stanford 
Nov. 19 USC 

Oregon State 
‘BArfington. TX 


OREGON STATE (5-7, 4-5) 


Corvallis, OR 


¥ 
=e 
o 


at Arizona State 

Oct. & Arizona 

Oct. 15 BYU 

#at Washington State 
at Utah 

Stanford 

California 
Washington 

at Oregon 
#Seattle, WA 


STANFORD (12-1, 8-1) 


Stanford, CA 

San Jose State 
at Duke 

at Arizona 
UCLA 
Colorado 


at Oregon State 
Oregon 
California 
Notre Dame 


UCLA (4-8, 2-7] 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 3  atHouston 
Sept. 10 San Jose State 
Sept. 17 Texas 

Sept. 24 at Oregon State 
at Stanford 
Washington State 
at Arizona 
California 
Arizona State 
at Utah 
Colorado 

Nov. 26 atUSC 


USC (8-5, 5-4) 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 3 Minnesota 

Sept. 10 Utah 

Sept. 17 Syracuse 

Sept. 24 at Arizona State 
1 Arizona 

at California 

at Notre Dame 

Stanford 

at Colorado 

Washington 

at Oregon 

UCLA 


° 
S 


UTAH (10-3, 7-1 MWC) 


Salt Lake Cily, UT 

Sept. Montana State 
at USC 

at BYU 
Washington 
Arizona State 
at Pittsburgh 
at California 
Oregon State 
at Arizona 
UCLA 

at Washington State 
Colorado 


COLORADO (5-7, 2-6 Big 12) 


Seattle, WA 

Sept. 3 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 10 Hawaii 

at Nebraska 
California 

at Utah 

Colorado 

at Stanford 
Arizona 

Oregon 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
#Washington State 
BQwest Field 


WASHINGTON STATE (2-10, 1-8) 


Pullman, WA 

Idaho State 
UNLV 

at San Diego State 
at Colorado 

at UCLA 
Stanford 
#Oregon State 
at Oregon 

at California 
Arizona State 
Nov, 19 Utah 

#at Washington 
WGwest Field 


ALABAMA [10-3, 5-3) 


| Tuscaloosa, AL 


| Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


| Sept. 24 


| Oct. 22 


Kent State 

at Penn State 
North Texas 
Arkansas 

at Florida 
Vanderbilt 

at Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

Nov, 5 LSU 

at Mississippi State 
Georgia Southern 
at Auburn 


Sept. 17 
Oct, 1 


ARKANSAS (10-3, 6-2} 


Fayetteville, AR 
Sept. 3 Missouri State 
Sept. 10 #New Mexico 
Sept. 17 Troy 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
at Ole Miss 
at Vanderbilt 
South Carolina 
Nov. 12 Tennessee 
Nov. 19  #Mississippi State 
Nov. 25 atLSU 

Miittle Rech, AR “eArtingion, Te 
AUBURN (14-0, 8-0) 
Auburn, AL 


Oct, 29 
Nov. 5 


£ 
~ 


Utah State 
Mississippi State 
at Clemson 
Florida Atlantic 
at South Carolina 
at Arkansas 
Florida 

atLSU 

Ole Miss 

at Georgia 
Samford 

Nov. 26 Alabama 


FLORIDA (8-5, 4-4) 
Gainesville, FL 
Sept. 3 Florida Atlantic 


Tennessee 

at Kentucky 
Alabama 

atLSU 

at Auburn 
#Georgia 
Vanderbilt 

at South Carolina 
Furman 

Florida State 

A Jacksormille, FL 
GEORGIA (6-7, 3-5) 

Athens, GA 

#Boise State 
South Carolina 
Coastal Carolina 
at Ole Miss 
Mississippi State 
at Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 
%6Florida 

New Mexico State 
Auburn 
Kentucky 

at Georgia Tech 
MAtiants, GA SJacksoealle, FL 


WASHINGTON (7-6, 5-4) 


Lexington, KY 

Sept. 3 #Western Kentucky 
Central Michigan 
Louisville 

Florida 

at LSU 

at South Carolina 
Jacksonville State 
Mississippi State 
Ole Miss 

at Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
Tennessee 
ANastwille, TN 

LSU (11-2, 6-2) 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Sept. 3 #O0regon 

Sept.. 10 Northwestern State 
at Mississippi State 
at West Virginia 
Oct. 1 Kentucky 

Florida 

at Tennessee 
Auburn 

at Alabama 
Western Kentucky 
at Ole Miss 
Arkansas 
HAstegton, TX 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (9-4, 4-4) 


Starkville, MS 
Sept. 1 at Memphis 
Sept, 10 at Auburn 

15 LSU 
Louisiana Tech 
at Georgia 
at UAB 
South Carolina 
at Kentucky 
Tennessee-Martin 
Alabama 
#at Arkansas 
Ole Miss 
WLittle Rock, AR 
OLE MISS (4-8, 1-7] 
Oxtord, MS 
Sept. 3 BYU 
Southern Illinois 
at Vanderbilt 
Georgia 
at Fresno State 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
at Auburn 
at Kentucky 
Louisiana Tech 
Noy, 19 LSU 
at Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA (9-5, 5-3) 


Columbia, SC 

Sept. 3  #East Carolina 
Sept. 10 at Georgia 
Sept. 17 Navy 

Vanderbilt 
Auburn 

Kentucky 

at Mississippi State 
at Tennessee 

at Arkansas 
Florida 

The Citadel 
Clemson 
#Chariotle, NC 


TENNESSEE (6-7, 3-5) 


Knoxville, TN 

Sept. 3 Montana 
Sept. 10 Cincinnati 
Sept. 17 at Florida 
Oct, 1 
Oct, 8 
Oct, 15 LSU 

at Alabama 
South Carolina 
Middle Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
Vanderbilt 

at Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (2-10, 1-71 


Nashville, TN 

Sept. 3 Elon 

Sept. 10 Connecticut 
Ole Miss 

at South Carolina 
at Alabama 


at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 
at Wake Forest 


KENTUCKY (6-7, 2-6) 


ARKANSAS STATE (4-8, 4-4) 


Jonesboro, AR 

Sept. 3  atlllinois 

Sept. 10 Memphis 

Sept. 17 at Virginia Tech 
Sept. 24 Central Arkansas 
at Western Kentucky 
at UL Monroe 

Oct. 18 FIU 

North Texas 

at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at Middle Tennessee 
Dec. 3 Troy 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC (4-8, 3-5) 


Boca Raton, FL 

at Florida 

at Michigan State 
at Auburn 

at UL Lafayette 

at North Texas 
Western Kentucky 
Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas State 

at FIU 

at Troy 

Nov. 26 UAB 

UL Monroe 


FIU (7-6, 6-2) 

Miami. FL 

Sept. 1 North Texas 

Sept. 9 at Louisville 

Sept. 17 UCF 

Sept. 24 UL Lafayette 

Oct. 1 Duke 

Oct. 8 atAkron 

Oct. 18 atArkansas State 
Oct. 25 Troy 

Nov. § atWestern Kentucky 
Nov. 12 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 19 atUL Monroe 

Nov. 26 at Middle Tennessee 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE (6-7, 5-3) 


Murfreesboro, TN 

Sept. 3 atPurdue 
Georgia Tech 

at Troy 

Memphis 
Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at Tennessee 

at UL Monroe 
Arkansas State 
Nov. 26 FIU 

at North Texas 


NORTH TEXAS (3-9, 3-5) 


Denton, TX 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct, 1 


at FIU 

Houston 

at Alabama 
Indiana 

at Tulsa 

Florida Atlantic 

at UL Lafayette 

UL Monroe 

at Arkansas State 
at Troy 

Western Kentucky 
Middle Tennessee 
TROY (8-5, 6-2] 

Troy, AL 

at Clemson 

at Arkansas 
Middle Tennessee 
Oct, 1 UAB 

at UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 

at FIU 

at Navy 

North Texas 
Florida Atlantic 

at Western Kentucky 
at Arkansas State 


- 


UL LAFAYETTE (3-9, 3-5) 


Lafayette, LA 

at Oklahoma State 
at Kent State 
Nicholls State 

at FIU 

Florida Atlantic 

Oct. 8 Troy 

North Texas 

at Western Kentucky 
at Middle Tennessee 
UL Monroe 

at Arkansas State 

at Arizona 


Monroe, LA 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 


at Florida State 
Grambling 

at TCU 

at lowa 

Arkansas State 
Oct. 15 at Troy 

at North Texas 
Western Kentucky 
at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 19 FIU 

at Florida Atlantic 


WESTERN KENTUCKY (2-10, 2-6) 


Bowling Green, KY 

Sept. 1 #Kentucky 

Navy 

Indiana State 
Arkansas State 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at UL Monroe 
Nov. 5 FIU 

at LSU 

at North Texas 


roy 
WNasteie, TH 


| FRESNO STATE (8-5, 5-3] 


Fresno, CA 
Sept. 3 atCalifornia 

at Nebraska 

North Dakota 

at Idaho 

Ole Miss 

Boise State 

Utah State 

at Nevada 

Louisiana Tech 

at New Mexico State 
at Hawaii 

San Jose State 

at San Diego State 
HAWAII (10-4, 7-1) 

Honolulu, HI 

Colorado 

at Washington 

at UNLV 


UC Davis 

at Louisiana Tech 
at San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
at Idaho 

Utah State 

at Nevada 

Fresno State 
Tulane 

Dec. 3 BYU 


IDAHO (6-7, 3-5] 

Moscow, !D 

Sept. 1 Bowling Green 
North Dakota 

at Texas A&M 
Fresno State 

at Virginia 
Louisiana Tech 
at New Mexico State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
Nov, 12 atBYU 

Utah State 

at Nevada 


LOUISIANA TECH (5-7, 4-4) 


Ruston, LA 

at Southern Miss 
Central Arkansas 
Houston 

at Mississippi State 
Hawaii 

at Idaho 

at Utah State 

San Jose State 

at Fresno State 
at Ole Miss 

at Nevada 

New Mexico State 
NEVADA (13-1, 7-1] 

Reno, NV 

at Oregon 

at San Jose State 
at Texas Tech 

at Boise State 
UNLV 

New Mexico 
Fresno State 

at New Mexico State 
Hawaii 

Louisiana Tech 
at Utah State 
Idaho 


ULMONROE(5-7,4-4) 


NEW MEXICO STATE (2-10, 1-7) 
Las Cruces, NM 

Sept. 3 Ohio 

at Minnesota 

UTEP 


at San Jose State 
at New Mexico 
Idaho 

at Hawaii 

Nevada 

at Georgia 
Fresno State 

at BYU 

at Louisiana Tech 
Utah State 


SAN JOSE STATE (1-12, 0-8) 
San Jose, CA 

Sept. 3 atStanford 

at UCLA 

Nevada 

New Mexico State 
at Colorado State 
at BYU 

Hawaii 

at Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 5 Idaho 

at Utah State 
Navy 

at Fresno State 
UTAH STATE (4-8, 2-6) 
Logan, UT 
Sept. 3 at Auburn 
Weber State 
Colorado State 
at BYU 
Wyoming 

at Fresno State 
Louisiana Tech 
at Hawaii 

San Jose State 
at Idaho 
Nevada 

at New Mexico State 


ARMY [7-6] 
West Point, NY 
Sept. 3 at Northern Illinois 
Sept. 10 San Diego State 
Northwestern 
at Ball State 
Tulane 
at Miami [OH] 
at Vanderbilt 
Fordham 
at Air Force 
#Rutgers 
at Temple 
Dec. 10 %Naw 

#Bronx, NY Landover, MD 
BYU (7-6, 5-3 MWC) 
Provo, UT 
at Ole Miss 
at Texas 


8 San Jose State 
at Oregon State 
Idaho State 


New Mexico State 
Dec. 3 atHawaii 
Arlington, TX 

NAVY (9-4) 
Annapolis, MD 
Delaware 
at Western Kentucky 
at South Carolina 
1 Air Force 
Southern Miss 
at Rutgers 
East Carolina 
at Notre Dame 
Nov. 5 Troy 
at SMU 
at San Jose State 
#Army 
WLacdever, MD 
NOTRE DAME [8-5] 
South Bend, IN 
South Florida 
at Michigan 
Michigan State 
Pittsburgh 
1 at Purdue 
Air Force 
Oct. 22 USC 
Oct. 29 Nav 
5 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 12 #Maryland 

19 Boston College 
at Stanford 
Landover, MD 
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nowflakes fell in the Sun Bowl, where drama had been absent throughout most of 
Notre Dame's 33-17 victory over Miami. The Irish were never seriously threatened 
en route to their fourth straight victory, capping the longest winning streak to end 
a season at Notre Dame since 1992. 

Coach Brian Kelly used the postgame press conference to comment on the offseason 
strength and conditioning program. “Anytime you're developing a program to a champi- 
onship level, it’s a process,” Kelly said. “We have more things that we have to get done, es- 
pecially now that we're going to have our players for a full year of weight training and 
conditioning. You're going to see a big jump from our football team relative to their work 
volume and what they're able to do for us. I think you'll see a huge difference in Year 2.” 

Year 2 is upon us, and most of the key players on both sides of the football, as well as 
within the deadly kicking game, are back. If Kelly can find the right formula at quarter- 
back, get suspended Michael Floyd back in the mix at receiver, and keep promising run- 
ning back Cierre Wood healthy, the Irish would appear to have enough on defense and 
special teams to make a run at a BCS bid. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


After winning its final four games last season, Notre Dame is poised for big things in 2011. The 
Irish return 16 starters and should be better on both sides of the ball. Quarterback Dayne Crist 
needs to stay healthy, but Tommy Rees is a solid backup. The defense allowed only one opponent 
in the final five games to score more than 17 points, and reinforcements from incoming freshmen 
will restock the defensive line. With a manageable schedule and one of college football's best 
coaches, the Irish should return to a BCS game. POSTSEASON: SUGAR BOWL VS. LSU 


petition has heated up with sophomore Tommy Rees — who started four games and won 
them all to conclude the 2010 season — giving Crist the greatest challenge. Andrew Hen- 
drix is a strong-armed redshirt freshman who is competing with a true freshman and true 
spread offense quarterback in Everett Golson. The two of them provide the running 
threat that Crist and Rees do not. “I don’t know that we have expectations to just run that 
kind of offense with those two guys,” says Kelly of Hendrix and Golson, who were the 
» ) top two rushers in the annual spring Blue-Gold Game. “I’m more interested in winning 
" football games. I think it’s pretty clear (Hendrix and Golson) have the ability to do both, 
and that’s pretty exciting when you're in the spread offense.” But for the time being, it'll 
likely be Crist followed by Rees. 


RUNNING BACKS A deep running back corps in 2010 was whittled down to two in 
the spring of 2011 without a top-rated prospect arriving this fall. Wood, a sophomore, 
and Jonas Gray, the potential big-back complement with just 75 carries in three years, 
represent the sum total of Notre Dame's running back experience. Former running 
back Theo Riddick, who moved to the key Z receiver position under Kelly last spring, is 
an option out of the Wildcat, or the Leprecat in Notre Dame vernacular. Freshman Cam 
McDaniel rushed for 1,906 yards as a prep senior. Wood did his best work in the last three 
games of the season when he rushed for 88 yards on 14 carries against Army (6.3-yard av- 
erage), 89 yards on 15 carries against USC (5.9), and 81 yards on 12 carries (6.8) against 
Miami in the Sun Bowl. 


J 


RECEIVERS With Floyd, the Irish have a fairly dangerous starting group of four receivers 
in the spread — which features two wideouts, a slot receiver and a tight end in the stan- 
dard alignment. Floyd's third alcohol-related incident, this time a DUI on campus, would 
have spelled the end of his record-setting career at the university in a more conservative time. 
But after serving a suspension during the spring and agreeing to certain stipulations before 
returning to the field, Floyd is expected to add to his 171 career receptions for 2,539 yards 
and 28 touchdowns. Riddick struggled early in his transition to the Z, but came on strong 
during a four-game span in which he caught 33 passes for 343 yards and three touch- 
downs, An ankle injury ruined the second half of Riddick’s sophomore season, but he’s 
back and more seasoned. Tyler Eifert entered the starting lineup when the nation’s most 
complete tight end, Kyle Rudolph, finally succumbed to a season-ending hamstring injury 
after six games. Eifert caught 26 passes over the final seven games. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Four of five starters return along an offensive line that showed real 
signs of cohesion down the stretch in 2010. Senior right guard Trevor Robinson has started 
27 games in his career but is still making the transition to the spread offense. Perhaps the 
most talented of the group is sophomore left tackle Zack Martin, who likely won't be around 
to use all three of his years of remaining eligibility. He’s that good and improving quickly. 
Rock-solid center Braxston Cave, a rare local product from Granger, Ind., answered the 
bell for all 13 games last season. Fifth-year senior Taylor Dever was a pleasant surprise at right 
tackle after winning a competition with Andrew Nuss, himself a fifth-year senior who is 
competing with sophomore Chris Watt for the left guard slot vacated by Chris Stewart. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 3 South Florida 
Sept. 10 at Michigan 
Sept. 17 Michigan State 
Sept. 24 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 1 at Purdue 
Oct. 8 Ait Force 

Oct. 22 USC 

Oct. 29 Navy 

Nov. 5 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 12 #Maryland 
Nov. 19 Boston College 
Nov. 26 at Stanford 


#Landover, MD 


MICHAEL FLOYD 


Michael Floyd, WR Emerged as a bona fide 
star in 10 with 79 receptions for 1,025 
yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Manti Te’o, LB His 133 tackles were the 
most by an Irish player in 27 seasons. 
Darius Fleming, LB A 23-game starter with 
25.5 career tackles for a loss, 11.5 sacks; 
paced the Irish in both categories in 2010. 


Armando Allen, RB Developed into a hard- 
nosed, yards-after-contact back. 

Kyle Rudolph, TE The Irish had more than 
half a season to prepare for the changing of 
the guard, and Tyler Eifert seized it. 

lan Williams, DT Came into his own as a 
senior, patrolling the middle of the line of 
scrimmage. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Te’o, Floyd: John Grieshop 


2008 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 3 Michael Floyd (Sr.) _ 


87 Daniel Smith (So.) 


WR 7 Tj Jones (So.) 


81 John Goodman (Sr) 


WR 6 Theo Riddick (J) 


KT 70 Zack Martin (So.) 


1G 66 Chris Watt (So.)_ 


___9 Robby Toma (jr.) 
64 Tate Nichols (Fr) 
__76 Andrew Nuss (St) _ 


€ 52 Braxston Cave (Sr) 
RG 78 Trevor Robinson (Sr.) 
RT 75 Taylor Dever (Sr.) 


57 Mike Golic je. (Jt) 


73 Lane Clelland (jr.) 


74 Christian Lombard (So.) 


TE 80 Tyler Eifert (Jr.) 


83 Mike Ragone (Sr.) 


QB 10 Dayne Crist (Jr.) 


11 Tommy Rees (S0.) 


RB 20 Cierre Wood (So.) 


25 Jonas Gray (St.) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 90 Ethan Johnson (Sr.) 


19 Aaron Lynch (Fr.) 


NG 9 Lovis Nix Il (Fr.) 


98 Sean Cwynar (Jf) 


DE 89 Kapron Lewis-Moore (Jr.) 


96 Kona Schwenke (So.) 


OLB 45 Darius Fleming (Sr.) 
ILB_ 5 Manti Te’o (Jr.) 


ILB 44 Carlo Calabrese (So.) 


OLB _55 Prince Shembo (So.) 
(B 4 Gary Gray (Sr) 


(B12 Robert Blanton (Sr) 


46 Steve Filer (St.) 
48 Dan Fox (So.) 


54 Anthony McDonald (.) 
13. Danny Spond (So.) 
23 Lo Wood (So.) 


2 Bennett Jackson (So.) NS, 


SS 17 Leke Motta (jr.) 


26 jamoris Slaughter (Sr.) 


FS 22 Harrison Smith (Sr.) 


15 Dan McCarthy (J) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _97 David Ruffer (Sr.) 
P35 Ben Turk (jr) 


KR_2 Bennett jackson (S0.) _ 


_ PR 6 Theo Riddick (Jr.) 


les for a loss (11) and sacks (six) last season. 


HEAD COACH: Brian Kelly 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-5 (1 year) 


CAREER RECORD: 179-62-2 (20 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charley Molnar 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Diaco 


LOCATION: South Bend, Ind. 


STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Youd have to dip back 
to the Lou Holtz glory days to find a defensive 
front as talented and deep as this unit. Defen- 
sive ends Kapron Lewis-Moore and Ethan 
Johnson were at the forefront of Notre Dame's 
November surge in which the Irish rush defense 
went from porous to impenetrable. Juniors 
Sean Cwynar and Hafis Williams and massive 
freshman Louis Nix III must fill the nose guard 
spot vacated by Ian Williams. The buzz in the 
spring centered on 6'6", 260-pound early entry 
freshman Aaron Lynch, who turned in a dom- 
inant performance in the Blue-Gold Game. 
He'll make an impact as a true freshman, as 
could 5-star defensive end prospect Stephon 
Tuitt. Sophomore Kona Schwenke wasn’t sup- 
posed to be ready as a true freshman in 2010. 
But he added weight, developed quickly, and is 
a legitimate backup to Lewis-Moore at right 
end. Lewis-Moore and Johnson have 50 starts 


and 17 combined sacks. 


LINEBACKERS If one player serves as the iden- 
tity of the Notre Dame defense, it’s junior 
Manti Te’o, whose 133 tackles in 2010 were the 
most by an Irish player since 1983. Who will 
play alongside Te’o in the middle remains a bit 
of a mystery. Carlo Calabrese is the incumbent 
after starting eight games and finishing with 60 
tackles. But a knee injury opened the door for 
Brian Smith, who finished the season strong. Smith is gone, but Dan Fox and Anthony McDonald are 
back. The competition for the starting job next to Te’o is expected to spill into the fall. The Irish are 
experienced and deep at outside linebacker with veteran Darius Fleming and sophomore Prince Shembo 
listed as the starters. Sophomore Danny Spond will compete with Shembo for playing time. Senior 
Steve Filer joins Fleming at a pass-rushing outside linebacker position. Fleming paced the Irish in tack- 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Gone is experienced, heady Darrin 
Walls, but established veterans Gary Gray and Robert Blan- 
ton return at cornerback after finishing third and sixth, re- 
spectively, in tackles while combining for three interceptions, 
12 passes broken up and 15 passes defensed in 2010. Notre 
Dame's cornerbacks took on a much more aggressive ap- 
proach with the arrival of defensive coordinator Bob Diaco, 
and their productivity shot up against the run and the pass. 
The Irish also are experienced at safety, where fifth-year sen- 
ior Harrison Smith returns following a seven-interception 
campaign. The tag team of junior Zeke Motta and senior Jamoris Slaughter, the latter of whom bat- 


tled injuries throughout the 2010 season, will join Smith. 


SPECIALISTS David Ruffer converted his first 18 field goal attempts in "10 and was named a final- 
ist for the Lou Groza Award. He leads all active college kickers in field goal percentage (23-of-24, 
.958). Freshman Kyle Brindza will compete for the punting job with junior Ben Turk, who has been 
consistent his first two years, but not in a good way. He averaged 38.2 yards per punt on 26 at- 
tempts in 2009 and 38.3 yards per his 68 attempts in 2010. The Irish are looking for a punt returner, 
and Kelly hints that Riddick could be the man. Receiver-turned-cornerback Bennett Jackson returned 


29 kicks for a 22.2-yard average as a freshman. 


k 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NOTRE DAME “Who would think a Notre Dame season that included losses to Navy 
and Tulsa would be considered a success? That’s what happened after Brian Kelly rallied the troops by closing 
the regular season with three victories and then a convincing win over Miami in the Sun Bowl. Now | have 
some really bad news for Notre Dame haters: The Irish will be even better this fall. They return nearly their en- 
tire lineup (16 starters) and it looks like wide receiver Michael Floyd will be allowed to return. ... I'm eager to 
see how the quarterback situation plays itself out. Dayne Crist returns from a knee injury after starting the first 
nine games of last season. He will battle Tommy Rees, who took over last year as a freshman leading them to a 
strong finish. Kelly was in a similar situation in his final season at Cincinnati in 2009. His backup (Zach Collaros) 
was simply unbelievable once in the lineup, but Kelly had to ease highly touted Tony Pike, who was returning 
from an injury, back into the lineup. It worked to perfection in 2009. Can Kelly do it again at Notre Dame?” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


FLOYD UNDER SCRUTINY All eyes are on 
wide receiver Michael Floyd, and it’s not just 
because he can catch the football with the 
best in the nation. Floyd, named captain of 
the 2011 squad prior to the start of spring 
drills, was suspended indefinitely after being 
involved in a DUI in March. The University’s 
Office of Residence Life cleared Floyd to play 
in 2011, but from the sounds of it, dealing 
with Brian Kelly and his punishment would be 
every bit as stringent. 


INSTANT IMPACT Defensive end Aaron Lynch 
committed to Notre Dame, de-committed, 
chose Florida State, but eventually signed 
with the Irish. He enrolled early and made an 
instant impact in the spring, particularly in the 
Blue-Gold Game, which he dominated. Still, 
Kelly and the staff have been cautious with 
Lynch as they work to get him to buy into the 
system and to take coaching. “He's a good 
football player,” said Kelly after Lynch’s seven- 
tackle performance in the spring game. 
“We've got to go slow with him. I'd like to 
tamp down the expectations. (But) I'd also 
like to give him credit for work that he did, 
too. It’s going to be a process with him. But 
he's going to be a great addition.” 


CIERRE WOOD 


RISING STAR 


Theo Riddick started 
slowly in his transi- 
tion from running 
back to slot receiver. 
But he picked up the 
pace and finished 
with 40 receptions 
for 414 yards and 
three TDs despite 
missing four games 
with an ankle injury. 
He'll be even more 
difficult to contain with wide receiver Michael 
Floyd and tight end Tyler Eifert on the field. 


Wood: Steve Woltmann 


IND 2011 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT 
10 Crist, Dayne 6-4/235 
12 Hendrix, Andrew 6-2/218 
17 Mulvey, Matthew 6-2/191 
11 Rees, Tommy 6-2/210 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT 
29 Coughlin, Patrick 6-0/195 
25 Gray, Jonas 510/230 
31 Roberson, Cameron 6-0/218 
20 Wood, Cierre 6-0/210 
RECEIVERS HT/WT 
38 Fitzpatrick, Nick 5-8/160 
3 Floyd, Michael 6-3/227 
81 Goodman, John 6-3/207 
7 Jones, T 5-11/187 
14 Massa, Luke 6-4/220 
6 Riddick, Theo 511/198 
87 Smith, Daniel 6-4/215 
9 Toma, Robby 5-9/175 
1 Walker, Deion 63/202 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT 
80 Eifert, Tyler 6-6/242 
88 Golic, Jake 6-4/235 
83 Ragone, Mike 6-4/245 
82 Welch, Alex 6-4/245 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT 
52 Cave, Braxston 6-3/303 
73 Clelland, Lane 6-5/297 
75 Dever, Taylor 6-5/297 
57 Golic jr, Mike 6-3/295 
74 Lombard, Christian 6-5/301 
71 Mahoney, Dennis 67/289 
70. Martin, Zack 6-4/300 
64 Nichols, Tate 6-8/320 
76 Nuss, Andrew 6-5/303 
78 Robinson, Trevor 6-5/300 
79 Tansey, Matt 6-6/250 
66 Watt, Chris 6-3/310 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT 
98 Cwynar, Sean 6-4/280 
93 Heggie, Bruce 6-5/270 


2011 SIGNEES 


George Atkinson Ill WR 6-2 190 
Josh Atkinson DB 6-0 185 
Kyle Brindza K/P 6-1 219 
Jalen Brown DB 6-1 180 
Brad Carrico DL 6-6 285 
Ben Councell 1B 6-5 220 
DaVaris Daniels WR 6-2 175 
Matthias Farley DB 6-0 194 
Everett Golson QB 6-0 170 
Jarrett Grace LB 6-3. 235 
Conor Hanratty OL 6-4 295 
Eilar Hardy DB 6-0 172 


HOMETOWN 
Canoga Park, CA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Del Mar, CA 
Lake Forest, IL 


HOMETOWN 

Oak Lawn, IL 
Pontiac, Ml 
Newbury Park, CA 
Oxnard, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Mishawaka, IN 
St. Paul, MN 
Fort Wayne, IN 
Gainesville, GA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Manville, NJ 
South Bend, IN 
Laie, HI 
Christchurch, VA 


HOMETOWN 

Fort Wayne, IN 
West Hartford, CT 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
Cincinnati, OH 
HOMETOWN 
Granger, IN 
Owings Mills, MD 
Nevada City, CA 
West Hartford, CT 
Inverness, IL 
Baltimore, MO 
Indianapolis, IN 
Walton, KY 
Ashburn, VA 
Elkhorn, NE 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 
Glen Ellyn, Ik 


HOMETOWN 


McHenry, IL 
Sorrento, FL 


Livermore, CA 
Livermore, CA 
Canton, MI 
Irving, TX 
Dublin, OH 
Asheville, NC 
Vernon Hills, IL 
Charlotte, NC 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Cincinnati, OH 
New Canaan, CT 
Reynoldsburg, OH 


90 Johnson, Ethan 

89 Lewis-Moore, Kapron 
99 Newman, Brandon 
9 Nix Ill, Louis 

96 Schwenke, Kona 

92. Stockton, Tyler 

94 Williams, Hafis 


LINEBACKERS 

44 Calabrese, Carlo 
46 Filer, Steve 

45 Fleming, Darius 
48 Fox, Dan 

47 Frantz, jonathan 
54 McDonald, Anthony 
8 Moore, Kendall 
50 Oxley, Sean 

36 Posluszny, David 
55. Shembo, Prince 
13 Spond, Danny 
5 Te’o, Manti 

53 Utupo, Justin 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

12 Blanton, Robert 
28 Collinsworth, Austin 
4 Gray, Gary 

2 Jackson, Bennett 
42 Lezynski, Nick 
15 McCarthy, Dan 

17 Motta, Zeke 

32 Plaska, Andrew 
43 Romano, Joe 

24 Salvi, Chris 

26 Slaughter, Jamoris 
22 Smith, Harrison 
23 Wood, Lo 


SPECIALISTS 

60 Cowart, Jordan (LS) 
37 Grieco, Mike (P) 
50 Kavanagh, Ryan (LS) 
97 Ruffer, David (K) 
40 Tausch, Nick (K) 

35 Turk, Ben (P) 


Matt Hegarty 
Chase Hounshell 
Ben Koyack 
Aaron Lynch 
Nick Martin 

Cam McDaniel 
Troy Niklas 
Anthony Rabasa 
Tony Springmann 
Stephon Tuitt 
Ishaq Williams 


OL 


LB 


6-4/300 
6-4/295 
6-0/303 
63/340 
6-4/285 
6-0/302 
6-1/285 
HI/WT 
61/245 
63/235 
6-2/250 
63/230 
62/211 
62/238 
61/242 
62/227 
6-0/235 
62/250 
62/242 
62/255 
641/251 
HI/WI 
6-1/196 
6+1/200 
541/195 
6-0/181 
5-9/180 
6-2/205 
62/215 
511/185 
59/165 
540/190 
6-0/198 
62/214 
510/182 
Ht/Wwr 
62/215 
6-1/185 
63/200 
6-1/176 
6-0/190 
511/196 


6-5 280 
6-5 255 
6-5 242 
6-6 260 
6-4 270 
5-10 192 
67 240 
6-4 233 
6-6 275 
6-5 270 
6-5 242 


Portland, OR 
Weatherford, TX 
Louisville, KY 
Jacksonville, FL 
Hauula, HI 
Linwood, NJ 
Elizabeth, NJ 


HOMETOWN 
Verona, N} 
Chicago, IL 
Chicago, IL 

Rocky River, OH 
Avon Lake, 0H 
Burbank, CA 
Raleigh, NC 
Avon Lake, OH 
Aliquippa, PA 
Charlotte, NC 
Littleton, CO 
Laie, HI 
Lakewood, CA 
HOMETOWN 
Matthews, NC 
Fort Thomas, KY 
Columbia, SC 
Hazlet, Nj 
Newton, PA 
Youngstown, OH 
Vero Beach, FL 
leeland, MI 
River Forest, IL 
Lake Forest, IL 
Stone Mountain, GA 
Knoxville, TN 
Apopka, FL 
HOMETOWN 
Plantation, FL 
Glen Ellyn, IL 
West Chester, PA 
Oakton, VA 
Plano, TX 
Davie, FL 


Aztec, NM 
Kirtland, OH 
Oil City, PA 
Cape Coral, FL 
Indianapolis, IN 
Coppell, TX 
Fullerton, CA 
Miami, FL 

Fort Wayne, IN 
Monroe, GA 
Brooklyn, NY 


Notre Dame's class, generally ranked among the nation’s top 12, was a collection of elite talent across the board, but most es- 
pecially along the defensive front seven. Ends Stephon Tuitt and Aaron Lynch and outside linebacker Ishaq Williams highlight 
the haul up front that also includes end Troy Niklas and outside linebacker Ben Councell. The Irish also helped themselves out 
on the back end by landing defensive back Eilar Hardy. As Notre Dame's defense continues to improve and add depth, Brian 
Kelly — the spread attack mastermind — has had difficulty securing top-of-the-line offensive skill position players. The Irish failed 
to land a top-rated running back, although the receiving corps should benefit from wideouts George Atkinson Ill and DaVaris 
Daniels. Tight end Ben Koyack and tackle Matthew Hegarty also should be long-term solutions up front. 
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2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 8-5 
Sept. 4 Purdue W 23-12 
Sept. 11 Michigan L 24-28 
Sept. 18 at Michigan State L 31-34 
Sept. 25 Stanford L 14-37 
Oct. 2 atBoston College W 31-13 
Oct. 9 Pittsburgh Wi 23-17 
Oct. 16 Western Michigan W 44-20 
Oct. 23 Svs. Navy L 17-35 
Oct. 30 Tulsa L 27-28 
Nov, 13 Utah W 28-3 
Nov. 20 “vs. Army W 2723 
Nov. 27 at USC W 20-16 
Dec. 31 #Miami W 33-17 

East Rutherford “Bronx #Sun Bowl 

2010 RANKINGS 
Offense Per Game National 
Scoring 26.3 ppg 67 
Rushing 126.6 ypg 92 
Passing 253.1 ypg 34 
Total 379.7 ypq 61 
Defense Per Game National 
Scoring 20.2 ppg 23 
Rushing 142.2 ypg 50 
Passing 215.1 ypg 54 
Total 357.2 ypg 50 
10 Margin Per Game National 
+1 +0.08 51 
2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Dayne Crist 294 174 2,033 15 7 
Tommy Rees 164 100 1,106 12 8 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Cierre Wood = 119 603 5.1 3 
Armando Allen 107 514 48 2 
RobertHughes 68 300 44 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Michael Floyd 79 1,025 13.0 12 
theo Riddick 40 414 104 3 
Kyle Rudolph =. 28 = 328 «11.7: 3 
Tyler Eifert 27-352 «13.0 2 
Tj Jones 23 306 = 13.3 3 
KICKING: David Ruffer, 18-19 FGs, 37-40 XPs, 
91 points 


TACKLES: Manti Te’o, 133; Harrison Smith, 93 
SACKS: Darius Fleming, 6; Ethan Johnson, 5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Harrison Smith, 7; 


Dartin Walls, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Michael Floyd, WR 

BULK CARRIER 

Cierre Wood, RB 

SUPER SOPH 

Tj Jones, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Theo Riddick, WR 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Dayne Crist vs. Tommy Rees 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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he Pac-10 has become the Pac-12, bringing the 
first alignment change to the conference in 33 
years. There are divisions for the first time. 
There is a new league championship game. 
However, in the middle of all this massive renovation are 
the familiar faces of Oregon, Stanford and USC, lately the 
West Coast’s power teams, each flexing considerable foot- 
ball muscle once more. 

A three-point loss to Auburn prevented Oregon from 
claiming a national championship and perfect season in 
2010. A three-touchdown road defeat to the Ducks kept 
Stanford from a perfect season. They will be top-15 teams 
again, BCS contenders, shadowing each other, though the 
Ducks should have the edge for the North Division title. 

In 2010, NCAA probation kept things complicated for 
USC, which remains eligible to claim the first Pac-12 


championship but can't go bowling. The Trojans will be 
favored to win the South Division on reputation alone, 
needing to fend off challenges from Arizona State and 
Utah. 

Outside of the newness, quarterbacks will be a recur- 
ring theme for the conference. Eight of the 12 teams offer 
an established leader in the huddle, beginning with Stan- 
ford’s gifted Andrew Luck, who chose to return to The 
Farm for one more year rather than become the first player 
taken in the NFL Draft, as projected. 

Washington is a wild card team, returning enough mar- 
quee players following a long-overdue bowl victory to 
cause problems for everyone else, but likely still not enough 
to contend. Oregon State and California are rebuilding 
following bowl-less seasons. Arizona went to the postsea- 
son, but enters the season on a five-game losing streak. 

Stanford and Colorado will break in new coaches, in 
David Shaw and Jon Embree, guys who haven't been head 
coaches before, while UCLA and Washington State will 
see if they can hold on to their veteran guys in charge, Rick 
Neuheisel and Paul Wulff. 

Utah and Colorado will be watched closely to see how 
they transition into a new league, especially the Utes, who 
should find the Pac-12 a lot more challenging, from top to 
bottom, than the Mountain West. 
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PREDICTED ORDER 
OF FINISH » 


PAC-12 CONFERENCE 


PAC-12 NORTH so anciz_ overall 
« @ aac 9-0 12-41 
(Gy 2. STANFoRD 63 93 


GD 3. WASHINGTON §=—-63 75 
| 44, OREGON STATE 4-5 6-6 


(ald 5. CAUFORNIA 3-6 57 
(QQ) 6 WASHINGTON STATE 1-8 3-9 
; PAC-12 SOUTH PAC-12 Overall 
D4. USC 72 9-4 
ARIZONA STATE 6-3. 8-4 
UTAH 63 75 
ARIZONA 4-5 6-6 
(e, UCLA 27 48 
2) 6. COLORADO 18 3-10 
PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


ay ) OREGON OVER 


Sp ) usc 
KEY GAMES » 


Sept. 3 Oregon vs. LSU (Arlington, Texas) A game of this magnitude 
should be played in January; national title hopes fade for one of these contenders. 


Sept. 9 Missouri at Arizona State Missouri had a chance to leave the 
Big 12 and make this a conference game; it looks like an early bow! game now. 
Sept. 10 Utah at USC The Utes will go through Pac-12 orientation in Los An- 
geles, and Lane Kiffin’s club won't make it easy on them. 

Sept. 17 Washington at Nebraska these teams should be sick of 
each other: This is their third meeting in 12 months, each at a different site. 
Sept. 17 Texas at UCLA The Longhorns unexpectedly fell apart against Rick 
Neuheisel and Co. in Austin; could it happen again in Pasadena? 

Sept. 24 UCLA at Oregon State Rick Neuheisel is on the hot seat at his 
alma mater. Opening up league play with a road win would be huge. 

Sept. 24 USC at Arizona State the first-ever Pac-12 South title could be 
on the line. If the Sun Devils are getting solid quarterback play, watch out. 

Oct. 8 Arizona State at Utah Utes might be wondering why they ever 
left the Mountain West after their third, and possibly most difficult, Pac-12 outing, 
Oct. 15 Arizona State at Oregon The Ducks’ dynamic offense will be 
tested by the league's best set of linebackers, led by Vontaze Burfict. 

Oct. 22 USC at Notre Dame Irish ended eight-game losing streak to USC 
in 2010. The Trojans will be eager for a little payback in South Bend. 

Nov. 12 Oregon at Stanford ducks’ last conference loss came two years 
ago in a 51-42 Palo Alto shootout; Luck was, and still is, on the Cardinal's side. 
Nov. 19 Cal at Stanford Jeff tedford’s popularity is waning in Berkeley; a 
victory over the Cardinal, and new coach David Shaw, would help his cause. 

Nov. 19 USC at Oregon Could be a preview of the first Pac-12 Championship 
Game held two weeks lates, possibly at the same site. 


Nov. 26 Oregon State at Oregon of all the Pac-12 rivalry games in 
place, the Civil War has become the most fun and usually has the most at stake. 


Stephen Brashear 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 
THEY'RE NO. 1 » 


At Oregon State, No. 1 apparently is a jersey the whole 


FANTASY FACTOR » 


AIR-ZONA The Wildcats averaged over 300 passing yards per 
family can wear. Before taking early entry to the NFL, run- and that number should increase in 2011 if five new starters come together up 
ning back Jacquizz Rodgers pulled on this digit for the past front. A revamped line means the gameplan will rely more on quick passes, 


three seasons. It now belongs to his older brother, James, a but fantasy owners should buy stock in quarterback Nick Foles and receiver 
Juron Criner and keep a watch on the progress of Texas transfer Dan Buckner 


receiver who previously answered to No. 8 for four seasons ; 
at receiver. Foles should easily top 3,500 yards and 25 passing scores this year. 


and is returning after suffering a knee injury, having two 
surgeries and receiving a fifth season of eligibility by claim- THE BATTLE TO REPLACE JACQUIZZ Replacing running back Jacquizz 


ing medical hardship. He insists there’s no sibling tribute Rodgers is arquably the biggest void any Pac-12 team has to fill in 2011. with 
involved in the new number. “I just wanted something dif- seven players competing for carries, this battle may not be settled until fall 
ferent, that’s it,” James Rodgers says. “He didn’t drive me to practice — if at all. Ryan McCants is the likely starter, but freshman Terron 
change my number. I just felt like it. ... I’m doing it for Ward is one to watch. Considering Oregon State has a questionable offensive 
myself.” line, there may not be a fantasy option at running back this year. 

QUESTION MARKS IN BERKELEY Considering Jeff Tedford’s background, it 
CHOW TIME » has been surprising to see Cal struggle to find the right answers on offense 

The latest career path for Norm Chow didn’t make sense, over the last few seasons. Tedford has a handful of issues to address before 
and then it did. Faced with an unsightly demotion from the season, particularly at quarterback and running back. Fantasy players 
UCLA offensive coordinator, as one of the coaching scape- should look at \si Sofele as a mid-round pick at running back, but consider the 
goats for a 4-8 season, Chow moved seamlessly across the winner of the quarterback battle a fringe free agent pickup. Until the quarter- 
Pac-12 to Utah. He couldn't have been more welcome in back position is settled, receivers Marvin Jones and Keenan Allen will struggle 
Salt Lake City. Chow, 65, was a first-team All-WAC offen- to find their way into fantasy lineups. 
sive guard and two-year starter for Utah. He met his wife at THREE SLEEPERS TO WATCH 
the school and earned undergraduate and graduate degrees Brock Osweiler, QB, Arizona State \f Osweiler picks up where he left 
there. “Not many people get a chance to go full circle,” says off last year, 20-to-25 passing scores is a reasonable expectation. 
Chow, whose coaching résumé also lists stops at BYU, NC Harvey Langi, RB, Utah A new offensive scheme and the departure of 
State, USC and the Tennessee Titans. the top two running backs from last year should allow Langi to get at least 
150 carries this year. 

GOOD LUCK » George Farmer, WR, USC Robert Woods is Matt Barkley’s go-to receiver, 


Andrew Luck actually said this in the offseason: “I'd but this true freshman is worth a pick in the late rounds. 


look like an idiot if I didn’t.” He was talking about earn- 
ing a Stanford degree in architectural design. Still, out- 

side appearances don't drive the Cardinal quarterback Devils coach Dennis Erickson says his linebacker is 
or his thinking. Otherwise, Luck wouldn't have remorseful. “It’s a reactionary thing more than any- 
passed up a chance to skip his junior season and likely thing,” Erickson says. “We've just got to get him 
become the NFL's No. 1 overall draft pick and accept through it.” 
untold riches. His Stanford coach left for the pros. 
Not Luck. He consulted with Indianapolis BACK PAIN » 
Colts quarterback Peyton Manning, who It wasn't too long ago that USC 
was nine scholarship players deep at 


tailback, but lately pickings have be- 


14 years earlier wasn’t ready to leave Ten- 
nessee a season early. As a junior, Luck will 
stand in the pocket surrounded by a new come a little thin, at least by Trojans 
offensive line and multiple insurance poli- standards. There are no Heisman Tro- 
cies. “I think I knew pretty much all along . phy candidates, no certain first-round 
what I was going to do,” he says. draft picks among the stable of run- 
ners. Senior Marc Tyler, whose father 


Wendell played at UCLA and in the 


NFL, is the returning starter. He's solid 


TEMPE TEMPER » 


Vontaze Burfict, Arizona State's 
overly emotional linebacker, has a tem- 
per that would make Dick Butkus or 


but hardly a star. Sophomore Dillon Bax- 
ter has settled in as a backup behind Tyler, 
and there are high hopes for redshirt 

freshman D.J. Morgan, who sat out last 


Ray Lewis proud, but causes everyone else 
to cringe. As a freshman, Burfict had five personal 
foul penalties in a two-game stretch, including season while recovering from a major 
three against Washington. As a sophomore, he knee surgery performed when he was 
drew three penalties against Stanford, one A in high school. The Trojans don’t need 
of them costing his team the game. He 

has impulsively head-butted Oregon gm» 

State quarterback Ryan Katz. He has 

ripped the helmet off Stanford full- 

back Owen Marecic. Burfict S "4 


doesn’t do interviews, but Sun 


\ any reminding they once had a com- 
mitment from Washington junior 
tailback Chris Polk, a two-time 
1,000-yard rusher, but lost him 
when they floated the idea that 


\ 


Polk should become a receiver. 
yY ANDREW LUCK 
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Luck: Brian Ebner; Hamilton: Kyle Terada/US Presswire 


COORDINATOR CAROUSEL » 


SCHOOL: ARIZONA POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
OLD: BILL BEDENBAUGH, SETH LITTRELL NEW: SETH LITTRELL 
Bedenbaugh left Arizona to take a job as the offensive line coach at West Virginia. 


SCHOOL: ARIZONA POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
OLD: GREG BROWN, TIM KISH NEW: TIM KISH 
Kish is the lone defensive coordinator after Brown left the staff to take a job as the 
defensive coordinator and secondary coach at Colorado. 


SCHOOL: CALIFORNIA POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: ANDY LUDWIG NEW: JIM MICHALCZIK 
Michalczik returns to Cal, where he served as the offensive line coach from 2002-08, 
after a two-year stint as the offensive line coach for the Oakland Raiders. Ludwig left 
Cal to become the offensive coordinator at San Diego State. 


SCHOOL: COLORADO POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: ERIC KIESAU NEW: ERIC BIENIEMY 
Bieniemy, a former star at Colorado who is back at his alma mater as an assistant for 
the third time, was the running backs coach with the Minnesota Vikings. Kiesau 
landed at California as the receivers coach and passing game coordinator. 


SCHOOL: COLORADO POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
OLD: RON COLLINS NEW: GREG BROWN 
Brown was the co-defensive coordinator at Arizona in 2010. Previously, he was the 
defensive passing game coordinator at Colorado from 2006-09. Collins was hired to 
coach linebackers at Ohio. 


SCHOOL: STANFORD POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: DAVID SHAW NEW: PEP HAMILTON 
Shaw is now the head coach at Stanford. Hamilton was promoted from his position as 
the Cardinal's wide receivers coach. 


SCHOOL: STANFORD POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: VIC FANGIO NEW: JASON TARVER, DEREK MASON 
Fangio followed former Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh to the NFL and will be the San 
Francisco 49ers’ defensive coordinator. Tarver was the outside linebackers coach with 
the 49ers last season. He last coached in the collegiate ranks in 2000, when he was a 
graduate assistant at UCLA. Mason, who will also be the associate head coach, was 
the secondary coach last year for the Cardinal. 


SCHOOL: UCLA POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: NORM CHOW NEW: MIKE JOHNSON 
Chow was fired by UCLA but landed a job as the offensive coordinator at Utah, his 
alma mater. Johnson was the offensive coordinator with the San Francisco 49ers last 
season. 


SCHOOL: UCLA POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: CHUCK BULLOUGH NEW: JOE TRESEY 
Tresey was the defensive backs coach of the Omaha Nighthawks of the UFL. Previ- 
ously he was the defensive coordinator at South Florida (2009) and Cincinnati (2007- 
08). Bullough was fired by UCLA. 


SCHOOL: WASHINGTON STATE POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 
OLD: CHRIS BALL, JODY SEARS NEW: CHRIS BALL 

Sears will remain on the Cougars’ staff and will serve as cornerbacks coach. Ball is the 
-sole defensive coordinator. 


STANFORD'S PEP HAMILTON, WITH ANDREW LUCK 


2011 UNIT RANKINGS » 


QB RB WR/TE OL OL 1B OD 
4 


ARIZONA 8 1 1 7 8 5 
ARIZONA STATE 8 7 8 7 2 1 8 
CALIFORNIA 12 aed 6 4 5 3 7 
COLORADO 11 6 11 10 6 U1) aif 
OREGON 3 1 7 2 3 6 1 
OREGON STATE Be lO 5 9 eS 10) A 
STANFORD 1 3 9 1 9 2 3 
UCLA 10 35 10 8 8 7 9 
USC 2 4 3 3 1 5 6 
UTAH ia 12 5 10 4 10 
WASHINGTON 9 2 2 6 4 9 2 
WASHINGTON STATE 6 12 4 12 IPG OP ma 


QUARTERBACKS - STANFORD 


Andrew Luck is back for his junior season, and his return gives the Cardinal a chance to con- 
tend for the Pac-12 title. Luck completed 70.7 percent of his passes for 3,338 yards and 32 
touchdowns last season. The 6'4", 235-pounder also has underrated mobility, rushing for 453 
yards and three scores last year. The Cardinal must replace three offensive line starters and 
the top two wide receivers from last year, but having Luck under center should be more than 
enough for Stanford to push Oregon in the Pac-12 North. 


RUNNING BACKS - OREGON 


Despite missing the opener due to a suspension, LaMichael James was the top running back 
in college football last season. James rushed for an Oregon single-season record 1,731 yards 
and added 21 rushing scores. James posted three games of over 200 rushing yards, includ- 
ing 239 in a win against USC. Joining James in the backfield will be Kenjon Barner, who 
tushed for 551 yards last year, and redshirt freshman Lache Seastrunk. 


RECEIVERS - ARIZONA 


If five new starters on the offensive line can give quarterback Nick Foles time to throw, the 
Wildcats could own the Pac-12's best passing attack. The top four receivers are back from 
last year, including Juron Criner, who led the team with 82 receptions for 1,233 yards and 
11 touchdowns and is an Athlon Sports preseason first-team All-Pac-12 selection. The re- 
ceiving corps also gets a boost with Texas transfer Dan Buckner eligible after sitting out last 
year. Buckner caught 45 passes for 442 yards and four scores with the Longhorns in 2009. 


OFFENSIVE LINE - STANFORD 


Even with three starters departing, the Cardinal should boast the top line in the Pac-12. Left 
tackle Jonathan Martin is among the best in the nation at his position, earning first-team All- 
Pac-10 honors last year. Joining him as a returning starter will be David DeCastro, also a first- 
team All-Pac-10 pick. Sam Schwartzstein is expected to replace Chase Beeler at center, while 
Kevin Danser and Tyler Mabry will round out the final two spots. 


DEFENSIVE LINE - USC 


The Trojans struggled on defense last year, but improvement is expected following another 
offseason under Monte Kiffin and Ed Orgeron. Four players with significant experience are 
back up front, and this unit will get a boost with the return of tackle Christian Tupou from 
injury. Tackle Armond Atmstead is questionable for 2011 due to a health issue; he will be 
a force if able to play. The Trojans need a big year from Nick Perry, who figures to improve 
upon his numbers from last year. Depth was a concern last fall, but five true freshmen will 
join the rotation, along with redshirt freshman George Uko. 


LINEBACKERS — ARIZONA STATE 


If Vontaze Burfict eliminates the mental errors and penalties that have plaqued him in re- 
cent years, the junior should turn in an All-America season. Burfict registered 90 stops last 
year and earned second-team All-Pac-10 honors. Brandon Magee picked up honorable men- 
tion All-Pac-10 honors last year after making 73 tackles. Shelly Lyons rounds out the start- 
ing trio and should be 100 percent after missing the final five games due to injury. All three 
starters played at Centennial High School in California. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS - OREGON 


Three starters are back, including Athlon Sports preseason All-America cornerback Cliff Hat- 
tis, who was one of the nation’s top defensive playmakers last year — returning one of his 
six interceptions for a touchdown and making an impact on special teams. Hartis also broke 
up 17 passes last year and defended 23. Talmadge Jackson departs at corner, but senior An- 
thony Gildon is experienced, so the dropoff should be minimal. The safety duo of John 
Boyett and Eddie Pleasant should be the best in the Pac-12 this year. 
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2010 PAC-10 STANDINGS 


PAC-10 = OVERALL 
OREGON 9-0 12-1 
STANFORD 8112-1 
| WASHINGTON 5-4 7-6 
| USC 5-4 8-5 
OREGON STATE 4-5 5-7 
ARIZONA STATE 4-5 6-6 
ARIZONA 4-5 7-6 
CALIFORNIA 3-6 5-7 
UCLA 27 4-8 
WASHINGTON STATE 18-2410 


2010 PAC-10 BOWL RESULTS 


Alamo Bowl « Dec. 29 * San Antonio, Texas 


NICK FOLES, ARIZONA dklahoma State 36, Arizona 10 
Holiday Bowl ° Dec. 30 * San Diego, Calif. 


PAC-12 RETURNING LEADERS 


PASS! 5 AT «COMP «OINT) «=P. )~=—sYDS-)-—SsTD~SsANG/G Orange Bowl « Jan. 3 * Miami, Fla. 
Nick Foles, Arizona 426. 286: 10° 67.1 «3191 20, @29051 ante ), Virgit ch 12 


Andrew Luck, Stanford 372 263 8 70.7 3,338 32 256.8 BCS Championship « Jan. 10 « Glendale, Ariz. 
Jordan Wynn, Utah 299) 186» “10'* “62.2' 2,334) “17 42534 Auburn 22, Oregon 19 
LaMichael James, Oregon 294 1,731 5.9 21 144.2 76 
Rodney Stewart, Colorado 290 1,318 45 10 109.8 65 
Chris Polk, Washington 260 1,415 54 9 1088 72 
Juron Criner, Arizona 82 1235. 50k Ali 94.8 85 
Marquess Wilson, Washington State 55 1,006 183 6 83.8 83 
Jermaine Kearse, Washington 63 1,005 16.0 12 773° ~=«(66 


TACKLES: Chaz Walker, Utah (113); Paul Vassallo, Arizona (102) 
ACKS: Mychal Kendricks, California (8.5); Chase Thomas, Stanford (7.5) 
RCEPTIONS: Cliff Harris, Oregon (6) 


2010 PAC-10 TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


| OFFENSE | 

ARIZONA 282 (5) 1317 (8) 3077-1) ~—«439.4 (3) 

ARIZONA STATE 32.2 (3) 139.2 (7) 286.4 (2) 425.7. (5) 

CALIFORNIA 25.8 (6) 1588 (6) 175.1 (9) 333.9 (7) 

OREGON 47.0 (1) 286.2 (1) 244.5 (4) ~—530.7. (1) 

OREGON STATE 24.4 (7) 119.6 (9) «206.9 (7) ~—«326.5. (9) 

STANFORD 40.3 (2) 2138 (2) 2587 (3) 4725 (2) 

UCLA 20.2 (9) 175.6 (4) 141.1 (10) «316.7 (10) 

USC 31.0 (4) 189.8 (3) 241.7 (5) ~— 431.5. (A) 

WASHINGTON 21.8 (8) 1722 (5) 190.4 (8) 3625 (6) 

WASHINGTON STATE 19.6 (10) 91.0 (10) 239.2 (6) 330.2 (8) 

oF DEFENSE i. 

ARIZONA 27 (8) 1317 (4)~—«2092 (4)-~—=—«340.8 3) 

ARIZONA STATE 25.0 (5) 120.2 (1) 245.2 (8) ~—«365.5. (5) PARE a erecnreper acne 
CALIFORNIA 226 (3) 1321 (5) 187.0 (1) ~—-319.1 (1) 2011 PAC-12 BOWL TIE-INS _ 
OREGON 187 (2) 1281 (3) 2179 (6) 346.0 (A) g 
OREGON STATE 26.8 (7) 179.5 (7) 2284 (7) 407.9 (8) BCS - Pac-12 No. 1 vs. BCS 
STANFORD 174 (1) 1208 (2) 202.0 (3) 322.8 (2) Alamo - Pac-12 No. 2 vs. Big 12 No.3 = 
ee a ae ‘o te do ar Holiday - Pac-12 No. 3 vs. Big 12 No.5 = 
WASHINGTON 293 (8) 190.5 (8) 194.4 (2) 384.8 (6) et il | 
WASHINGTON STATE 35.8 (10) 220.2 (10) 246.8 (9) 467.0 (10) Las Vegas - Pac-12 No. 5 vs. MWC No.1 g 


Kraft Fight Hunger - Pac-12 No. 6 vs. Army 
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Reynolds Plantation, GA 
The Oconee, No. 15 


Go to athlonsports.com/golfbag for a chance to WIN 


an Athlon Sports Golf Bag filled with great products. 
Sign up today. 


Prizes subject to change. 
Visit athlonsports.com/golfbag for official rules. 
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= G Cleveland  —§ SRIXON 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. Open only to legal residents of 50 United States and District of Columbia age 18 and older at time of entry. All entries must be 
received between 12:07AM ET, on March.1, 2011 and 11:59 PM ET on August 31, 2011. Participants will automatically receive one entry upon completion of registration form. One entry per 
person, per round. ARV of sweepstakes prizes is $1,000. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. All portions of this sweepstakes are subject to the official rules 
located at athionsports.com/golfbag. Sponsored by: Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. 
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2011 ATHLON SPORTS PRESEASON 
ALL-PAC- 


12 TEAM 


QB en. LUCK DL HAU’OLI Beha! 
64" STANFORD 63" BB WASHINGTON 
RB LAMICHAEL JAMES DL JUNIOR ONYEALI 
5'9" OREGON Si" 233 50. ARIZONA STATE 
RB CHRIS PoLk DL ALAMEDA TAAMU 
ot JR. WASHINGTON 63" 330 sR. WASHINGTON 
WR JURON CRINER DL gph esdcteattah ls 
64a" 25 SR. ARIZONA 62" ARIZONA 
GOLORADO © SS WR ROBERT WOODS LB vonraze BURFICT 
—<|\ —Zam 6" 185 $0. usc 63" JR. ARIZONA STATE 
RYAN MILLER, COLORADO TE DAVID PAULSON LB MYCHAL KENDRICKS 
6a" 241 SR. OREGON 60" 241 SR. CALIFORNIA 
C GARTH papi LB SBEYNE SKOV 
62" 295 SR. ARIZONA STATE 63" JR. STANFORD 
OL DAVID DECASTRO CB CLIFF — 
6's" 310 SR. STANFORD S11" 165 OREGON 
OL she Mon MARTIN cB DESMOND TRUFANT 
66" SR. STANFORD 60" = 177 JR. WASHINGTON 
OL RYAN mies S JOHN BOYETT 
68" 310 SR. COLORADO 510" 198 JR. OREGON 
OL MITCHELL SCHWARTZ S Ti. MGROWALD 
65% 325 SR. CALIFORNIA 63" 205 JR. 
K ERIK FOLK KR CHRIS OWUSU 
S11" 197 SR. WASHINGTON 62" 200 SR. STANFORD 
JOHN BOYETT, OREGON P BRYAN —_— PR CLIFF HARRIS 
64" 203 SR. CAUFORNIA S11" 165 JR. OREGON 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Matt Barkley 6'2" 220 Jr. USC QB Darron Thomas 6'3"" 215. Jr Oregon 
RB Rodney Stewart S168 175 Si Colorado RB Johnathan Franklin 5'10" 198 Jr. UCLA 
RB Stepfan Taylor 5'11" 208 Jr. Stanford RB. Marc Tyler 5'11" 230 Sr. USC 
WR Jermaine Kearse 6'2" 205 Sr. Washington WR Chris Owusu 6'2" 200 Sr. Stanford 
WR Marquess Wilson 6'3". 173 So. Washington State WR Markus Wheaton 6'0" 180 Jr Oregon State 
TE Coby Fleener 6'6" 244 Sr. Stanford TE Joe Halahuni 6'2" 258 Sr. Oregon State 
C Khaled Holmes 6'4" 300 Jr. USC C Drew Schaefer 6'4" 281 Jr. Washington 
OL Tony Bergstrom 6'6" 315 Sr. Utah OL Mark Asper 67 “325-. Sr Oregon 
OL Matt Kalil Ore 295), NK USC OL Evan Finkenberg 6'6" 290 So. Arizona State 
OL  Senio Kelemete 6'4" 289 Sr. Washington OL Mike Remmers 6'4" 299 Sr. Oregon State 
OL Carson York 6'5" 286 Jr. Oregon OL Brian Schwenke 6'3" 304 Jr. California 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
OL jJamaar Jarrett 6'5" 260 Sr. Arizona State DL Trevor Guyton 6'3" 289 Sr. California 
DL  Datone Jones 6'4" 272 Jr. UCLA DL Matt Masifilo 6'3" 280 Sr. Stanford 
DL Travis Long 6'4" 258 Jr. Washington State DL Will Pericak 6'4" 285 Jr. Colorado 
DL Nick Perry 6'3" 250 Jr. USC DL Christian Tupou 6'2" 290 Sr. USC 
LB Brian Blechen OL 222 90. Utah LB DJ. Holt 61 25245: California 
LB Cort Dennison 61" 236 SF. Washington LB Brandon Magee 5'11" 230 St. Arizona State 
LB Chase Thomas 6'4" 239 Sr. Stanford LB Paul Vassallo 6'3" 247 St. Arizona 
CB Nickell Robey 5'8" 165 So. USC CB jordan Poyer 5'11" 189 Jr. Oregon State 5 
CB Trevin Wade 511" 192 Sr. Arizona CB Quinton Richardson 6'0" 200 Sr. Washington Fa 
S$ Tony Dye 511" 205° Sr; UCLA S Sean Cattouse 62" {13S Si California 5 
S Delano Howell 5'11" 198 Sr. Stanford S Lance Mitchell 6'2" 206 Sr. Oregon State 3 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS é 
K Rob Beard 6'0" 225 jr. Oregon K Andre Heidari 5'11" 190 Fr. USC 3 
P Jeff Locke 61" 210 Jr. UCLA P Kiel Rasp 6'3" 215 Sr. Washington Fs 
KR Robert Woods 6'1" 185 So. USC KR Jordan Poyer 5'11" 189 Jr. Oregon State ‘S 
PR Drew Terrell 5111" 180 Jr. Stanford PR Jamal Miles 5'10" 181 Jr. Arizona State = 
ATHLON SPORTS 


Farmer: John Albright / tcon SMI; Thomas: Rob Helfman 


RECRUITING: TOP 30 SIGNEES » 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


2 


2 


2 


2 


1. De‘Anthony Thomas (#5) ATH 5'9" 160 Los Angeles, CA Oregon 
Speed, burst, explosiveness make him a home run threat on every play. 


2. George Farmer (#6) WR 6'1" 205 Los Angeles, CA USC 
Track star who has nearly prototypical size-speed combo for a complete wideout. 


3. Austin Seferian-jenkins (#33) TE 6'6" 250 Foxtsland,WA — Washington 
Heady, savvy player with elite size at his position. A mismatch in the passing game. 


4. Greg Townsend jr. (#35) DL 6'3" 275 Los Angeles, CA USC 
Rangy athlete whose NFL pedigree gives him an excellent understanding of the game. 
5. Colt Lyerla (#39) WR 6'5" 225 Hillsboro, OR Oregon 


Special all-around athlete who could fill out and land at a variety of positions. 
6. Viliami Moala (#45) DT 6'3" 350 Sacramento, CA California 
Massive bulldozer of a prospect who can dominate with his raw power and strength. 


7, Kasen Williams (#57) | WR 6'2" 210 Sammamish,WA Washington 
A big target with long arms and big hands. Understands subtleties of wideout position. 


8. Devon Blackmon (#58) WR 6'1" 177 Fontana, CA Oregon 
An electric athlete who is at home with the ball in-his hands in open space. 
9. Marqise Lee (#64) WR 6'0" 190 Los Angeles, CA USC 


Smooth, quick-twitch athlete who is a threat to score on every touch. 


0. James Vaughters (#69) LB 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain, GA Stanford 
Savvy, instinctual middle backer. A tackling machine who can play sideline-to-sideline. 


RECRUITING BY SCHOOL » 


1. USC 7. OREGON STATE 
2. OREGON 8. UCLA 
3. CAL 9. ARIZONA 
4. STANFORD 10. WASHINGTON STATE 
5. WASHINGTON 11. ARIZONA STATE 
6. UTAH 12. COLORADO 
1. Cyrus Hobbi (#70) OL 6'3" 275 Scottsdale, AZ USC 
Fearless, powerful brute of a blocker who is solid in both the ground and passing attacks. 
2. Victor Blackwell (#71) WR 6'1" 185 Cerritos, CA USC 
A big-play vertical threat who also knows how to work short-to-intermediate routes as well. 
3. Brendon Bigelow (#87) RB 5'10" 180 Fresno, CA California 
Dynamic all-purpose home run threat who has battled through two ACL tears. 
4. Wayne Lyons (#88) S  6'1" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Stanford 
A strong, physical player who excels against the run and near the line of scrimmage. 
5. Todd Barr (#90) DL 6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA California 
Undersized tackle could end up playing on the edge. Works hard to get to his assignment. 
6. Brett Hundley (#97) QB 6'4" 210 Chandler, AZ UCLA 
Terrific size, strength and overall athleticism. Can make all the throws. 
7. Antwaun Woods (#99) DL 6'1" 325 Los Angeles, CA USC 
Wide, disruptive prospect who exhibits excellent get-off, hand-usage and footwork. 
8. Max Wittek QB 6'4" 205 Newport Beach, CA USC 
Fundamentally sound. Learned in a pro-style passing attack at famed Mater Dei. 
9. Cody Kessler QB 6'2" 220 Bakersfield, CA USC 
Confident prospect has a gunslinger’s swagger, delivery and playing style. Gritty competitor. 
0. Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6'5" 260 Scottsdale, AZ Oregon 
Good feet and agility make him excellent on the move and in open space. 
1. Amir Carlisle RB 5'10" 180 Santa Clar, CA USC 
Exhibits excellent intangibles to go with quick feet, vision and burst. 
2. Christian French TE 6'5" 236 Cedar Rapids, 1A Oregon 
Freakish combination of size and speed with room to grow. Excellent get-off as a blocker. 
3. Aundrey Walker OL 6'6" 375 Cleveland, OH USC 
Absolute monster of a prospect who physically dominates in the running game. 
4. Anthony Wallace 1B 6'0" 221 Dallas, TX Oregon 


A middle backer with nice instincts, solid athleticism and physicality at the point of attack. 


GEORGE FARMER, WR, USC 


25. Tre Madden 1B 6'0" 220 Mission Viejo, CA USC 
Excellent lateral mobility with great natural instincts. Will need to continue to add strength. 

26. Lamar Dawson LB 6'2" 235 — Junction City, KY USC 
Possesses the speed for the outside with the toughness and physicality for the inside. 

27. Tacoi Sumler WR 5'9" 166 Miami, FL Oregon 
Makes up for small size with outstanding speed, quickness and agility. 

28. Brennan Scarlett DL 6'4" 255 Portland, OR California 
A versatile athlete who plays with physicality and shows solid up-the-field burst. 

29. Christian Heyward DL 6'2" 275 Santee, (A USC 
Thickly built player who can play all over the line depending on the scheme or situation. 

30. Avery Walls DB 5'11" 184 McDonough,GA California 


An undersized safety who is at his best on the attack. Tremendous range in the secondary. 


(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 


PY ote i 


DE’ANTHONY THOMAS, ATH, OREGON 
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Great 
Scott 


The Pac-12 is on the move 
thanks to its proactive 


commissioner, Larry Scott 


by Brett McMurphy 


arry Scott took the helm as commis- 

sioner of the Pac-10 on July 1, 2009. A 

few weeks later he was asked about Pac- 
10 expansion and said it was “not a topic that 
has come up in any serious way.” 

Not even a year later, Scott was leading an 
expansion charge out west, attempting to 
swoop in and snag half of the Big 12, led by 
the biggest bell cow, uh, steer, in Texas. Even 
though “Texas politics” killed his plan to add 
Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma State, Scott was able to bring on 
Colorado and Utah. 

If there was any doubt before, there certainly 
isn’t now: This is not your grandfather's Pac- 
10, and Scott is not your typical conference 
commissioner. 

The 46-year-old Scott replaced former com- 
missioner Tom Hansen, who directed the 
league for 26 years. During Hansen's tenure, 
the Pac-10 had become, to be polite, stagnant. 
To put it in perspective: The last time the con- 
ference had expanded was in 1978, five year’s 
before Hansen’s arrival. 

That glacial pace changed the instant Scott 
was named the league’s commissioner. 

Before joining the Pac-10, Scott spent the 
previous six years as president and CEO of the 
Women’s Tennis Association. During his 
tenure, he elevated women's prize money to an 
equal footing with the men in the four Grand 
Slam events and landed an $88 million spon- 
sorship deal with Sony Ericsson, helping in- 
crease revenue by 75 percent. 

Scott initially thought that a job heading one 
of the six BCS conferences was “completely at 
the opposite end of the spectrum from being 
the head of a global professional sport.” How- 
ever, the more Scott looked at it, the more sim- 
ilarities he discovered. 

“] saw an opportunity to bring my pro sports 
background to the intercollegiate sports space,” 
he says. 

Now entering his third year, Scott has or- 
chestrated a rebranding of the league by focus- 
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ing on innovation. The Pac-12’s new logo fea- 
tures mountains — a nod to Colorado and 


Utah 


Ocean. 


and a wave representing the Pacific 


Besides adding the league's first new mem- 
bers in more than 30 years, Scott also flew the 
league's 10 football coaches (and their wives) as 
well as assorted conference officials across the 
country last season for a conference media day 
in New York. Start spreading the news: They 
also play football out west. Perhaps it was 
strictly a coincidence, but last season marked 
the first time since 2003 that the Pac-10 re- 
ceived two BCS bow! berths. 

A former Harvard tennis captain who was the 
president and COO of ATP Properties, a divi- 
sion of the men’s professional tennis tour, by the 
age of 30, Scott is proud that his conference has 
“laid out a vision for the future that we hope 
will materialize at some stage.” And Scott is the 
unquestioned leader of the movement. 


While Scott has shaken up the Pac-10, he 
also nearly changed the entire landscape of col- 
lege athletics with his run at Texas. Reflecting 
on why he didn’t succeed, Scott says “Texas 
politics” and not Texas’ plan to start its own tel- 
evision network was what killed the deal. 

Scott may not have been able to hook the 
Horns, but he’s still driven to increase the Pac- 
12’s profile. He has sold the league’s athletic di- 
rectors on allowing more Thursday and Friday 
night football games to give the conference 
more national exposure. Also, in case there is 
no NFL this fall, he says his league will con- 
sider moving some games to Sundays for tele- 
vision purposes. 

He's not only looking to bolster the league’s 
image nationally, but also internationally. Scott 
is exploring the possibility of televising Pac-12 
sporting events on Chinese television, in what 
he considers untapped markets. Scott is very fa- 
miliar with those markets from his days work- 


ing in professional tennis. “I don’t think it’s far- 
fetched to think that five years from now, you'll 
see (Pac-12) teams competing in Asia, hosting 
teams over here and the brand of the (Pac-12) 
starting to build over there and exposed on TV,” 
Scott told SI.com. “That's going to provide 
some great opportunity for student-athletes.” 

He also believes it could help pave the way 
for more academic collaboration between Pac- 
12 schools and Asian universities. 

Before taking over Asia, Scott had a bigger 
priority — addressing the league’s television 
package. He noted during the 2010 season that 
his league was “fifth among the BCS confer- 
ences right now in TV revenue, and that’s not 
satisfactory to our leadership.” 

Well, that changed drastically in early May, 
when the Pac-12 agreed to a media deal with 
ESPN and Fox that is worth $3 billion over 12 
years. Each of the 12 schools will receive ap- 
proximately $20 million per year from the new 


deal — more than each member of the power- 
ful SEC received in 2009-10. 

Scott says the league remains committed to 
launching the Pac-12’s own television network 
and has been working with Hollywood’s Cre- 
ative Artists Agency to develop the network. 
The Pac-12 network would be similar to the 
Big Ten Network, in that it would air non-mar- 
quee home football games, men’s and women’s 
basketball and Olympic sports. The marquee 
football games would be reserved for its broad- 
cast partners. 

The inaugural Pac-12 Championship Game 
will rotate between Fox and ESPN, with the 
inaugural game being shown this season on 


men’s and women’ basketball tournaments and 
also the postgame press conferences for the 
semifinals and championships for both the 
men’s and women’s tournaments. 

Whether it’s flying his football coaches cross- 
country to New York to promote the league or 
hooking up with former business partners from 
his days in tennis to build a following in China, 
Scott is determined to make the Pac-12 like no 
other league. And all indications are he will be 
successful. 

In October when Scott announced the Pac- 
12 divisions — the North is Cal, Stanford, 
Oregon, Oregon State, Washington and Wash- 
ington State; with the South made up of 


“My job and our conference’s focus is being the strongest 
possible conference out there ... being a place that is 
coveted, so if and when dominos start to fall again, 


we'll be very well positioned.” 


Fox. Even though the Pac-12 had interest from 
Phoenix, San Diego, Seattle and Las Vegas to 
host the Pac-12 title game, the league opted to 
play it at the home of the division champion 
with the best record. This is a change of phi- 
losophy from the other BCS conference title 
games held by the SEC, Big Ten, ACC and Big 
12 (when it had a title game), played at neu- 
tral sites. 

“We get the kind of atmosphere we want in a 
home venue,” Scott says. “We know it will be 
electric, it will be collegiate, not a corporate at- 
mosphere, which will project well on television.” 

Another change is that for the first time, the 
league partnered with YouTube to provide live 
streaming video from the Pacific Life Pac-10 


— Pac-10 commissioner Larry Scott 


UCLA, USC, Arizona, Arizona State, Col- 
orado and Utah — he acknowledged thar, “it 
was a pretty dramatic change for the confer- 
ence, and change requires some give and take.” 

So, is there a Pac-16 in the near future? 

“T’m laser focused on making the Pac-12 as 
the preeminent conference in the country as 
12,” Scott says. “I still believe, however, that 
someday we are going to see further consolida- 
tion in college sports and we will see a move to 
the super-conference. 

“My job and our conference's focus is being 
the strongest possible conference out there ... 
being a place that is coveted, so if and when 
dominos start to fall again, we'll be very well 
positioned.” 
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tringing together three winning seasons at Arizona for the first time since 1995 was 

met not with joy, but with a sense of emptiness. The fear in Tucson is that Mike 

Stoops’ program has peaked. After climbing into the top 10, the Wildcats lost their 

last five games, capped by a 36-10 blowout loss to Oklahoma State in the Alamo 
Bowl. Then, rather than use spring practice as a rallying point, the Wildcats lost two key 
defensive starters, linebacker Jake Fischer and safety Adam Hall, to long-term knee injuries. 
In order to win in 2011, Arizona must regain momentum in its favor. 

“We've got a lot on the table,” says quarterback Nick Foles. “This is going to be a deci- 
sive year for football here.” 

Arizona has historically had difficulty with its timing. Ata time when the Wildcats could 
deploy the most productive passing game in school history, they will be breaking in five new 
starters on the offensive line. And even as the core of Arizona's defense returns intact, the 
unit was devastated by injuries in spring camp and must deal with an imposing lack of 
depth at linebacker and defensive end. The kicking game, which was at the root of late-sea- 
son losses to Arizona State and USC, also remains troublesome. 


“Every team has its issues, but I prefer to think about the positives we have,” says Stoops. 
“Our program is in the best shape, top to bottom, than at any time since | got here in 
2004. We play a very tough schedule but we're also going to be a tough team to beat.” 

The schedule-maker was apparently in a sadistic mood. After Northern Arizona in the 
opener, the Wildcats play anticipated national powers Oklahoma State, Stanford, Oregon 
and USC in four consecutive weeks. 

“Tt won't take us long to find out how good we can be,” says all-conference receiver 
Juron Criner. “But I like it that way. It’s a chance for us to show that we belong at the top.” 


Foles has started 21 games and thrown 39 touchdown passes in two 
seasons. He has the size and savvy to be Arizona's top passer since it joined the league in 
1978. Yet some UA followers believe that senior Matt Scott, who is more mobile and 
played well in ewo starts before being injured last year, would be a better choice. “Nick’s 
our guy,” says Stoops. “He's a leader and he’s a fifth-year-senior, We're hopeful we can 
redshirt Matt.” Foles, who does not move well, was sacked 23 times in 11 starts last 
year. His specialty is throwing short and middle routes in the spread offense. Scott prac- 
ticed as the No. 2 quarterback in spring drills and continues to say he hopes not to play 
at all, preserving a year of eligibility so he can be Arizona’s starter in 2012. The only 
other quarterback with any game experience is senior Bryson Beirne, who threw five passes 
last year. 


Senior Keola Antolin isn't an every-down tailback. At 5'8", 195, he 
has been injured periodically during his career, but he finds a way to produce, gaining more 
than 850 yards rushing and receiving combined last year. Ideally, Stoops hopes freshman 
Ka’Deem Carey can take about half of the snaps and add a dimension of elusiveness and a 
big-play potential that has been lacking. Carey is the most highly rated tailback to sign 
with Arizona during Stoops’ tenure. He also had an offer from USC. None of the other run- 
ning backs on the roster made a significant move in spring practice, and junior Greg 
Nwoko, who played a useful role the last two seasons, tore his ACL in spring practice and 
isn’t expected to return. Junior Taimi Tutogi, a versatile, 250-pound power runner who 
can also play a tight end-fullback role, was used extensively in spring practice and is likely 
to be the club’s short-yardage runner. 


Offensive coordinator Seth Littrell believes that Arizona has the deep- 
est and most skilled group of receivers in the Pac-12, if not the nation. Criner de- 
cided against early entry in the NFL Draft and is Arizona's go-to player. He caught 

82 passes for 1,233 yards and 11 touchdowns but might not be the most talented 
receiver on the team. Junior Dan Buckner, a transfer from Texas, is explosive and at 6'4", 
220, a difficult matchup. Seniors David Douglas and Dave Roberts have combined to 
catch 175 passes at Arizona, and they are being pushed by speedy sophomore Richard 
Morrison and freshman Garic Wharton, who is the team’s fastest runner. “We're going to 
pass first, that’s our calling card,” says Buckner. “We've got so many good receivers it’s 
crazy.” Junior Terrence Miller caught 29 passes last season and also figures in the rotation. 


Arizona's top addition in the offseason was probably offensive line 
coach Robert Anae, a former offensive coordinator at BYU. He is going to earn his money. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


, 


Sept. 3 Northern Arizona 
Sept. 8 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 17 Stanford 

Sept. 24 Oregon 

Oct. 1 at USC 

Oct. 8 at Oregon State 
Oct. 20 UCLA 

Oct. 29 at Washington 
Nov. 5 Utah 

Nov. 12 at Colorado 
Nov. 19 at Arizona State 
Nov. 26 UL Lafayette 


JURON CRINER 


KEY WILDCATS 


Nick Foles, QB In two years as a starter, the 
former Michigan State transfer has 5,677 
passing yards and 39 touchdown passes. 
Juron Crines, WR Should be one of the best 
in the nation at his position as a senior. 
Paul Vassallo, LB The club’s leading tackler, 
with 102, is a physical force. 


KEY LOSSES 


Colin Baxter, C The new-look line will miss 
the reliable Baxter, who started 48 consecu- 
tive games. 

Ricky Elmore, DE His 11 sacks made him na- 
tionally prominent. 

Brooks Reed, DE The three-year starter often 
drew a double team. 


Foles, Criner: Greg LeBoeut 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


___14 Richard Morison (50) 
85 David Douglas (5r.) 


18 Terrence Miller.) 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 82 Juron Criner (St.) 


WR 15 Dan Buckner (jt) 


WR 81 David Roberts (Sr.) 
LT 68 Mickey Baucus (Fr.) 


60 Carter Lees (Fr.) 

54 Addison Bachman (Jr) 

69 Eric Bender-Ramsay (So.) 

75 Shane Zink (jt) 
__87 Drew Robinson (jr.) 


LG 62 Chris Putton (So.) 
C 76 Kyle Quinn (Jr.) 
G 72 Trace Biskin (jr. 
T 73 Fabbians Ebbele (Fr.) 
TE _ 86 Jack Baucus (So.) 


2 Zz 


QB 8 Nick Foles (Sr.) 
RB 2 Keola Antolin (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 28 CJ. Parish (Sr.) 


DT 43 Justin Washington (60.) : 96 Willie Mobley (Jr.) _ 


71 Chris Merrill (Jr.) 
90 Dan Pettinato (Fr.) 


10 Matt Scott (St) 
Ka'Deem Carey (Fr) 


afish (St) 92 Dominique Austin (Sf) 


DT _ 91 Sione Tuihalamaka (50.) 
DE 97 Mohammed Usman (Sr.) 


OLB 33 Jake Fischer (Jr) Domonique Petties (Ft.) 
ILB 40 Derek Earls (Sr) Rob Hankins (Fr.) 

OLB 41 Paul Vassallo (Sr.) = Hank Hobson (Fr) & 
(8 24 Trevin Wade (Sr.) Cortez Johnson (Ff.) 


(B45 Shaquille Richardson (S0.) 6 Jonathan McKnight (50.) 


S 4 Marquis Flowers (So.) 23 Mark Watley (Jr.) 


S _1 Robert Golden (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Alex Zendejas (Sr) 
P 13 Kyle Dugandzic (Jr.) 


KR 16 Garic Wharton (Fr.) 
PR 85 David Douglas (Sr.) 


25 Josh Robbins (Ft) 


Anae went through spring practice introducing 
his scheme and himself to five new starters — 
left tackle Mikey Baucus, left guard Chris Put- 
ton, center Kyle Quinn, right guard Trace 
Biskin and right tackle Fabbians Ebbele. Only 
Quinn, who started the Alamo Bowl, has ever 
started a college game. All of the reserves are 
also newcomers. “These guys are ultimately 
going to be good, individually and as a group,” 
says Stoops. “The question is, how long will 
their development take?” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The interior of the line, 
with sophomores Justin Washington and Sione 
Tuihalamaka, stacks up well with most Pac-12 
teams. Washington has star power, and there is 
quality depth with Willie Mobley and several 
others. The problem is that defensive end 
starters C.J. Parish and Mohammed Usman 
have not started a Pac-12 game. Parish, in fact, 
is making the transition from linebacker. Depth 
at defensive end is strained. 


LINEBACKERS Arizona’ starting threesome of 
Paul Vassallo, Derek Earls and Fischer was reli- 
able, often outstanding, last season. They com- 
bined for 204 tackles and were viewed as the 
strength of the defense until Fischer injured a 
knee in the spring game. His return is uncer- 
tain. Defensive coordinator Tim Kish will 
scramble to identify substitutes during training 


camp. Two top subs left the team in the offseason, meaning that Kish will give freshmen Rob Hank- 
ins, Hank Hobson and Domonique Petties the first opportunities to climb the depth chart. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS “This is the best secondary we've had here,” says Stoops, who hired 25-year-old 
Ryan Walters as his secondary coach in the offseason. “We've got talent, size and speed.” Senior cor- 
nerback Trevin Wade, a one-time star-in-the-making, had a dismal junior season but reclaimed his 
spot in spring practice. The other cornerback spot will be contested between sophomores Shaquille 
Richardson and Jonathan McKnight, both of whom played extensively as true freshmen. The second- 

ary suffered a major loss in April when Hall, a junior free 


HEAD COACH: Mike Stoops 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 40-45 (7 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 40-45 (7 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Seth Littrell 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Kish 
LOCATION: Tucson, Ariz. 

STADIUM: Arizona Stadium (57,400) 


safety, required ACL surgery. He might return by October 
but that’s in question. Sophomore Marquis Flowers takes 
over at free safety while converted cornerback Robert Golden 
makes his second move to strong safety. Both are considered 


potential NFL Draft choices. 


SPECIALISTS Arizona continues to trot out senior place- 
kicker Alex Zendejas as its starter. He missed two extra point 


tries in a loss to Arizona State and was unreliable as a field 

goal kicker, missing more than half of his tries from 30 to 
39 yards. He will be challenged in fall camp by Jaime Salazar. Junior college transfer Kyle Dugandzic 
is the punter, by default if nothing else. The Wildcats were not a good kicking team last year. Top punt 
returner Bug Wright was dismissed from the team in March, and the kickoff returner, Travis Cobb, 
who had two touchdowns in his career, graduated. Douglas, a reliable fair-catch man, is likely the punt 
returner. Wharton, a sprinter on Arizona's track team, is scheduled to make his debut as the team’s 


kickoff returner. 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA “Which Wildcats club will show up this fall? That’s the biggest question. 
They started out 7-1 with some big wins against lowa and Cal. Then the wheels fell off. Completely off. Two 
close losses to USC and Arizona State contributed to a season-ending five-game losing streak. ... The bad news 
for Mike Stoops is they could be in for a rough stretch at the start of the year. After Northern Arizona, they play 
Oklahoma State, Stanford, Oregon, USC and Oregon State. Only Stanford and Oregon are at home. They could 
conceivably start 1-5. The question is can they survive that stretch and what will they have left in the second 
half of the season? ... The good news is Nick Foles is back at quarterback. The kid is solid, but will he survive 
behind an offensive line that lost all five starters? Juron Criner is a big-time threat at wide receiver and David 
Douglas is solid, but will Foles have time to get them the ball? Criner is one of the best in the country. ... 
Keola Antolin is decent at running back. ... They could be better on defense but must replace (defensive end) 


Ricky Elmore. He was a beast and led the leaque in sacks.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


BIG SCORE School officials installed a $5 mil- 
lion video scoreboard that will run the width 
of the field above the south end zone. “It’s 
the biggest of its kind in the Pac-12,” says UA 
director of athletics Greg Byrne. 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION Arizona will begin 
an $85 million project in the north end zone 
at season’s end. It will include a four-story 
plant to house the entire football program, in- 
cluding a new strength-and-conditioning cen- 
ter and loge boxes for game day. 


YOUTH MOVEMENT After Arizona hired 
Texas assistant head coach Duane Akina in 
January to coach the secondary, Akina had 
second thoughts and returned to the Long- 
horns. That gave 25-year-old Ryan Walters, a 
former graduate assistant, an unexpected job. 
He is the youngest full-time assistant coach at 
Arizona since it joined the Pac-10 in 1978. 


GETTING TOUGH Mike Stoops attended Ari- 
zona’s unexpected Sweet 16 basketball victory 
over Duke and returned to campus with a mes- 
sage. “I tald our guys we out-toughed Duke for 
40 minutes. It’s all about toughness, attitude 
and effort. It was a good example for us.” 


BIG COUP FROM THE BIG EAST Arizona 
landed its potential quarterback of the future 
in the spring. Former Rutgers starter Tom Sav- 
age, who threw for 2,211 yards as a 2009 
freshman, transferred to Arizona and will be 
eligible to play as a junior in 2012. 


PAUL VASSALLO 
RISING STAR 


After a redshirt sea- 
son, Mickey Baucus 
won the left tackle 
job in spring camp. 
He has all the right 
measurables (6'8", 
295) and is 
equipped with a full- 
speed motor. Arizona 
expects him to be a 
four-year starter. 


Vassallo: Greg LeBoeuf 


JA, 2011 ARIZONA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 61 Browner, Rylan 6-3/282 jr. Cincinnati, OH 
7 Beirne, Bryson 63/225 Sr. Honolulu, Hl 98 Fanene, Aiulua 6-4/288 Fr. Nu‘uuli, A. Samoa 
13 Cardona, John 63/185 Jt. Van Nuys, CA 71. Merrill, Chris 62/285 fr. Scottsdale, AZ 
8 Foles, Nick 65/245 St. Austin, TX 96 Mobley, Willie 62/277 It. Eden Prairie, MN 
10 Scott, Matt 63/195 St. Corona, (A 28 Parish, CJ. 62/245 St. — College Station, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 90 Pettinato, Dan 6-4/260 Ft. Grass Valley, CA 
2 Antolin, Keola 5-8/195 Sr. Las Vegas, NV 75. Taula, Kiifi 6-3/280 Ft. Garden Grove, CA 
23 Butler, Kylan 58/180 So. Antioch, (A 53. Thompson, Brett 63/215 ft Tempe, AZ 
38 Hill, David 5-9/250 St Las Vegas, NV 91 Tuihalamaka, Sione 62/280 So. Hawthorne, CA 
3 Jenkins, Daniel 5-9/187 So. Moreno Valley, CA 97 Usman, Mohammed 62/245 St, Arlington, Tx 
27 Jones, Terris 5-9/180 So. Long Beach, CA 95 Ward, Jowyn 62/295 Jp. Katy, 1X 
34 Nwoko, Greg 62/228 Ji. Pflugerville, 1X 43 Washington, Justin 62/278 So. Cypress, TX 
31 Tutogi, Taimi 6-1/258 yr. Chula Vista, CA LINEBACKERS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 20 Benson, Kyle 62/221 Fr, Tempe, AZ 
15 Buckner, Dan 6-4/220 fr. Allen, TX 40 Earls, Derek 63/240 Sr. Waconia, MN 
82 Criner, Juron 6-4/210 St. las Vegas, NV 33 Fischer, Jake 511/220 Jr. Oro Valley, AZ 
21 Crump, Gino 62/210 St. Washington, DC 52 Muhammed, Bilal 510/235 Sr. Harbor City, CA 
85 Douglas, David 61/198 Sr. Mckinney, TX 41. Vassallo, Paul 63/240 Sr. Reno, NV 
29 Hill, Austin 633/ 200 Fi. Corona, (A DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT (L HOMETOWN 
45 Larsen, Spencer 511/165 So. Salt Lake City Ul 46 Brady, Blake 6-0/188 So, Orange, CA 
36 Lieb, Sean 61/186 St. Phoenix, AZ 3 Brown, tyle 510/175 St Castle Rock, C0 
18 Mille Terrence 6-4/225 jr. Moreno Valley, A, Flowers, Marquis 63/200 So. Phoenix, AZ 
14 Morrison, Richard 6-0/180 So. Royce City, 1X Golden, Robert 511/200 Sr Fresno, (A 
81 Roberts David 6-0/190 St. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 43 Gottschalk, Adam 61/205 5. Encino, CA 
1 Slavin, Tyler 62/200 Fr Corona, CA 26 Grandon, jourdon 6-0/180 Ft Avondale, AZ 
ro eNO mn eS ka 

j : 9,39 Jenkins, William 6-0/200 J. Moreno Valley, CA 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WE Ch HOMETOWN — 26 Knowles, Khyti 511/175 jf. Newbury Park, CA 
86 Baucus, Jack 6-6/265 So. Mundelein, IL 6 McKnight, Jonathan 511/175 So. River Ridge, LA 
30 Oltorik, Ross 62/225 =r. Cincinnati, OH 35 Parker, Kyrel 6-0/185 So. Apache Junction, AZ 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WI cL HOMETOWN 17 Rainey, Derrick 61/190 ‘So. Houston, TX 
59 Baratz, Jake 6-5/282 So. Naperville, i 5 Richardson, Shaquille 62/180 So. Carson, CA 
68 Baucus, Mickey 6-8/295 Fr. Mundelein, iL 25 Robbins, Josh 63/198 Ft. Tucson, AZ 
69. Bender-Ramsay, Eric 6-6/325 So. Carson, CA 38 Tevis, Jared 511/200 So. Tucson, AZ 
72 Biskin, Trace 65/295 jr. Westlake Village, CA 24 Wade, Trevin 511/188 St. Round Rock, TX 
63 Chacon, Brian 6-4/270 ff. Long Beach, CA 23. Watley, Mark 61/180 It Encino, CA 
73 Ebbele, Fabbians 68/295 Fi. Chicago, IL speciatists HT/WT tL HOMETOWN 
60 Lees, Carter 6-5/320 Ft. Sugar Land, TX 4g Bonano, john (K) 6-0/180 St. Salinas, CA 
62. Putton, Chris 6-4/298 So. Glendale, AZ — &§ Fosnot, Spencer (LS) 61/190 fr Phoenix, AZ 
76 Quinn, Kyle 62/300 J. Brentwood, CA 59 Gorham, chase (LS) 62/225 So. Scottsdale, AZ 
79 Spurgeon, Trent 67/290 Ft. Owasso, OK 61 Highberger, David (IS) 61/185 J. Northbrook, It 
75 Tink, Shane 67/302 ft Redding, CA 43 Mora, Jon (P/K) 61/185 So. San Jose, Costa Rica 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 34 Ortiz, Jesse (Kk) 6-0/210 $0. Phoenix, AZ 
92 Austin, Dominique 6-4/292 St. la Puente, CA 14 Zendejas, Alex (K) 511/190 St. Glendale, AZ 


2011 SIGNEES 


Jacob Arzouman OL 6-4 280 Tucson, AZ Reggie Gilbert DE 63 230 Laveen, AZ 
Addison Bachman OL 6-5 290 Glendora, CA Rob Hankins 1B 6-1 220 Dallas, TX 
Jared Baker RB 5-9 «180 Los Angeles, CA Hank Hobson 1B 6-2) 213 Bakersfield, CA 
Tra’Mayne Bondurant (CB 5-10 185 Fairfield, CA Cortez Johnson OB 62 190 New Orleans, LA 
Ka'Deem Carey RB 5-10 190 Tucson, AZ Lene Maiava OL 6-5 260 Tafuna, A. Samoa 
Michael Cooper TE 6-4 230 The Woodlands, TX Dame Ndiaye DE 6-4 215 San Diego, CA 
Auwae De Rego DL 63 265 Waimea, HI Patrick Onwuasor WR 6-2 190 Inglewood, CA 
Kyle Dugandzic Po 5-11)/195 Agoura, CA Domonique Petties LB 6-1 210 Duncan, OK 
Faitele Faafoi OL 6-5 300 Tustin, CA David Richards WR 6-3 180 Palmdale, CA 
Saneilia Fuimaono DL 6-2 280 Kaneohe, Hl Drew Robinson TE 6-5 250 Coalville, UT 
Daxx Garman QB 62 185 Choctaw, OK —_ Jaimie Salazar K 6-0 200 Garland, TX 


The Wildcats successfully acquired tailback Ka’Deem Carey, who gained almost 5,000 yards at Tucson’s Canyon del Oro High School, 
where he became the most coveted skill position recruit from Tucson since his uncle, former Denver Broncos receiver Vance John- 
son, 30 years earlier. Carey is not the only freshman who'll push for immediate playing time; the Wildcats found it necessary to sign 
linebackers they hope can become second-team players without a redshirt year — Hank Hobson, Rob Hankins and Domonique Pet- 
ties. Given the breakdown in special teams last year, two junior college transfers are likely to contend for starting jobs. Placekicker 
Jaimie Salazar was a second-team junior college All-American, as was punter Kyle Dugandzic. Mike Stoops believes he found a fu- 
ture starter in American Samoa. That's where freshman offensive lineman Lene Maiava played in high school. Two more Polynesian 
linemen are highly rated — Faitele Faafoi grew up playing rugby in Samoa, and Hawaiian defensive tackle Saneilia Fuimaono en- 
rolled early and participated in spring drills. 


2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-6, 4-5 (PAC-10) 
Sept. 3 at Toledo 

Sept. 11 Citadel 

Sept. 18 lowa 

Sept. 25 California 


W 

W 

W 

W 
Oct. 9 Oregon State L 27-29 
Oct. 16 at Washington State W 24-7 
Oct. 23 Washington W o44-14 
Oct. 30 at UCLA W 29-21 
Nov. 6. at Stanford L 17-42 
Nov. 13 USC L 21-24 
Nov. 26 at Oregon lL 29-48 
Dec. 2 Arizona State L(ot) 29-30 
Dec. 29 #Oklahoma State = L 10-36 

#Alamo Bowl 

2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame Pat-10 National 


Scoring 28.2 ppg 5 53 
Rushing  131.7ypg 8 88 
Passing 307.7 ypg 1 9 
Total 439.4 ypg 3 24 


Defense PerGame Pat-10 National 
Scoring 22.7 ppg 


4 
Rushing 131.7 ypg 4 33 
Passing 209.2 ypg 4 46 
Total 340.9 ypg 3 33 
TO Margin PerGame Pac-10 National 
“4 cet a) 75 
2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Nick Foles 426 =. 286 3,191 20 10 
Matt Scott 93 «66 «776 4 2 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Keola Antolin 143 668 4.7 7 
NicGrigsby 118 533 45 8 
Greg Nwoko ST S270 a 7ed 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Juron Criner 82 1,233 15.0 11 
David Douglas 52 515 99 5 
David Roberts 44. 487 11.1 2 
Terrence Miller 29 345 11.9 0 
KeolaAntolin 28 204 7.3 2 
KICKING: Alex Zendejas, 14-19 FGs, 41-46 
XPs, 83 points 

TACKLES: Paul Vassallo, 102; 

Joseph Perkins, 70 : 
SACKS: Ricky Elmore, 11; Brooks Reed, 6.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Nick Foles, QB 

TOP TARGET 

Juron Criner, WR 

BULK CARRIER 

Keola Antolin, RB 
TRANSFER WATCH 
Dan Buckner, WR 
STOCK FALLING 
Offensive line 


For more fontasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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his wasn’t the kindest of offseasons for Arizona State. First, the Sun Devils had to live 
with the knowledge that they didn’t play in a bowl game for a third straight season. 
Given that there are 217 bowls — OK, thar’s a slight exaggeration — that's not easy 
to do. 

Then, junior defensive tackle Lawrence Guy, the team's best interior lineman, decided to 
turn pro and skip his senior season. 

In February, senior quarterback Steven Threet, who started 11 games in 2010, announced 
he was retiring due to post-concussion syndrome, leaving ASU with just one experienced 
quarterback in junior Brock Osweiler. 

Finally, in the first few days of spring practice, ASU lost starting wide receiver T.J. Simp- 
son and All-Pac-10 cornerback Omar Bolden to serious knee injuries. Both are expected 
to miss at least half if not the entire season. 

ASU did launch a new branding campaign using the slogan, “It’s Time.” 

But is it time for the Sun Devils to finally become a power in the renovated Pac-12 con- 
ference? Or is time for coach Dennis Erickson, now in his fifth year in Tempe, to finally 
move on? 


T 


2011 PROJECTION: 8-4, 6-3 PAC-12 
Dennis Erickson won 10 games in his first year at Arizona State, but the last three seasons have 
been a disappointment. Erickson enters 2011 on the hot seat, but hopes are high in Tempe. The 
offense will be dangerous, provided quarterback Brock Osweiler picks up where he left off last 
year. However, the defense suffered a huge loss in spring practice when cornerback Omar Bolden 
suffered a torn ACL. The pieces are in place for a run at the conference crown, but will the Sun 
Devils finally break through? POSTSEASON: HOLIDAY BOWL VS. TEXAS TECH 


QUARTERBACKS What was once a position of strength became a huge concern when 
Threet retired. That's not to say Osweiler can't do the job. He has a strong arm, moves well 
for a 6'8", 240-pounder, and his teammates believe in him. But he’s started only two 
games in his college career. Plus, he isn’t the most accurate of quarterbacks. He completed 
only 56.9 percent of his passes last season and would have been the goat in the Arizona 
game — at least six of his passes should have been intercepted — had Arizona’ field goal 
kicker not missed two extra points to blow the game. ASU’s no-huddle, quick-strike of- 
fense is predicated on the quarterback’s ability to make the right reads and deliver the ball 
accurately. No one knows if Osweiler can do that, mainly because he hasn't had the 
chance to. Of equal concern is the fact that no other quarterback in the program has 
taken a college snap. Redshirt freshman Taylor Kelly is the backup for now, but true 
freshman Mike Bercovici could find himself in that role. He has a gun for an arm and 
impressed coaches in spring ball. Still, having no game experience behind Osweiler is 

a precarious situation for a coach on the hot seat. “He's got a lot of work to do, and he 
knows it,” Erickson says. “He's got some technical stuff that he’s worked on this winter — 
getting the ball out quicker, being more accurate. But he’s taken over the leadership of that 
offensive team." 


RUNNING BACKS Given the injuries and uncertainty at quarterback and wide receiver, the 
Sun Devils will have to be able to run the ball to be successful. Fortunately, they have a deep 
stable of talented backs. Junior Cameron Marshall, who led the team with 787 rushing 
yards in 2010, is the pinball; few backs in the country have his ability to bounce off tack- 
les and pick up extra yardage. Marshall likely will start and get the tough yards ASU needs. 
But it’s wo underclassmen who could really spark the Devils’ offense. Sophomores Deantre 
Lewis and Kyle Middlebrooks have game-breaking speed. The challenge for Erickson and 
offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone will be getting the three backs, all of whom averaged 
at least 4.8 yards per carry last season, enough touches. One plus: All three have good hands 
and can be used in the passing game, particularly on third down. 


RECEIVERS The unit suffered two big losses in the offseason; leading wide receiver Kerry 
Taylor graduated, and Simpson suffered what appeared to be a season-ending knee injury. 
None of the returning receivers caught more than 36 passes last year. But the continued de- 
velopment of senior Gerell Robinson could blunt the losses. Robinson, a heralded recruit, 
had a disappointing career until emerging in the second half of last season as a go-to wide- 
out. He has the size (6'4", 222) to catch balls over the middle and the speed to beat cor- 
ners deep. He has to have a big year. Aaron Pflugrad is a solid possession receiver, but a big 
key in ASU’s no-huddle offense is finding a slot receiver who can turn short passes into long 
gains. If Jamal Miles can do that, ASU’s passing game should be effective. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This should be the best offensive line the Sun Devils have had in 
years. Four of the five starters are upperclassmen, and the best of the bunch may be soph- 
omore left tackle Evan Finkenberg. ASU isn’t big up front— no one checks in at over 300 
pounds — but this isn’t Wisconsin; Mazzone wants leaner linemen who can keep up with 
the no-huddle pace. ASU is so deep at the position that four of the reserves saw significant 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 1 UC Davis 
Sept. 9 Missouri 
Sept. 17 _ at Illinois 


Sept. 24 USC 

Oct. 1 Oregon State 

Oct. 8 at Utah 

Oct. 15 at Oregon asi 


No. 5 atUCA 
Nov. 12 at Washington State 
Nov. 19 Arizona 

Nov. 26 California 


CAMERON MARSHALL 


KEY SUN DEVILS 


Vontaze Burfict, LB Might be best defensive 
player in the country — assuming he can 
control his emotions on the field. 

Cameron Marshall, RB If he gets enough 
touches, could rush for 1,000-plus yards. 
Gerell Robinson, WR Came on in second half 
of 2010; has talent to be big-play receiver. 


KEY LOSSES 


Steven Threet, QB Retired because of post- 
concussion syndrome. 

Omar Bolden, CB The All-Pac-10 cornerback 
tore his ACL during spring ball and likely 
will miss most, if not all, of the season. 
Lawrence Guy, DT Was a force on the defen- 


sive line; skipped his final season of eligibil- 


ity to head to the NFL. 
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Burfict, Marshall: Greg LeBoeul 


VONTAZE 


BURFICT 
ARIZONA STATE LB 


~ 


one) DEPTH CHART 


WR 4 Aaron Pflugrad (Sr.) 32 Jamal Miles (Jr.) 


WR 8 Gerell Robinson (Sr.) 
WR 1 MikeWillie (Se) 


IT 62 Evan Finkenberg (So.) 


87 Christopher Coyle (So.) 
13 George Bell (Sr.) 
74 Jamil Douglas (Fr) 


LG 70 Mike Marcisz (St.) 77 Adam Tello (St) 


C 52 Garth Gerhart (Sr, 67 Kody Koebensky (So.) 


RG 72 Andrew Sampson (Jr.) 71 Brice Schwab (Sr.) 


RT 69 Dan Knapp (Sr.) 73 Aderious Simmons (Sr.) 


TE _45 Trevor Kohll (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 92 Jamaar Jarrett (St) 97 Junior Onyeali (So.) 


87 Christopher Coyle (So.) _ 


DT 90 William Sutton (So) 96 Toa Tuitea (jr). 


DT _ 61 Bo Mens (s.) 


DE 34 James Brooks (St.) 
OLB 6 Shelly Lyons (Sr.) 


17 Greg smith i) 
21 Colin Parker (5t.) 


_ 88 Corey Adams (f.) 


MIB 7 Vontaze Burfict (.) 48 Carl Bradford (Fr) 


OLB 8 Brandon Magee (st) _ 


(B 1 Deveron Carr (jr) 
(B19 Osahon Irabor (So.) 


4 Alden Darby (S0.) _ 


4 Alden Darby (So) _ 


“18 Olver Aaron (St) 


SS 9 Clint Floyd (sr) 2. Eddie Elder (Sr.) 


FS 10 Keelan Johnson (jr) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Alex Garoutte (Fr) 


P47 Josh Hubner (Jr) 


12 Matthew Tucker (So.) 


KR 32 Jamal Miles (J) 
PR 32 Jamal Miles (Jr) 


playing time last season. A key will be whether 
senior center Garth Gerhart, who's battled knee 
problems much of his career, can stay healthy. 
If Gerhart goes down, ASU might shift guard 
Andrew Sampson back to center, weakening 
two positions. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN There's some concern 
here. ASU lost both of its starting defensive 
tackles, the biggest blow coming when Guy de- 
cided to turn pro. The Sun Devils have some 
depth on the line — seven linemen return — 
but none of the interior defenders can match 
Guy’s athleticism or ability to clog the line of 
scrimmage. Sophomore William Sutton, who 
was ruled academically ineligible in 2010, has 
the potential to be a force up front, but can he 
do so after a lost season? The pass rush should 
come from sophomore defensive end Junior 
Onyeali, who is only 5'11" and 233 pounds but 
used his quickness and leverage to register a 
team-high 6.5 sacks and 11.5 tackles for a loss 
as a freshman. 


LINEBACKERS It’s not a stretch to say 
ASU could have the best set of lineback- 
ers in the country. Put simply, middle 
linebacker Vontaze Burfict is a beast — 
and a potential top-five NFL pick. Burfict led 
the team with 90 tackles and is one of those 
players offenses have to account for. He’s also a 


vicious hitter. The only thing keeping him from reaching his full potential is his temper. If he can curb 
the personal fouls, he could pop up in Heisman Trophy conversations. Burfict is flanked by high school 
teammates Brandon Magee and Shelly Lyons, both terrific athletes who play sideline-to-sideline. The 
trio is so talented that senior Colin Parker, who might start for every other Pac-10 school, can’t crack 


the lineup. 


HEAD COACH: Dennis Erickson 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 25-24 (4 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 173-891 (22 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Noel Mazzone 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Craig Bray | 
LOCATION: Tempe, Ariz. | 
STADIUM: Sun Devil Stadium (71,706) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS ‘The impact of the loss of Bolden to a 
knee injury can’t be exaggerated. He was ASU’s best corner 
| and its vocal and spiritual leader. Plus, losing a top corner in 
| the pass-conscious Pac-12 can cripple a defense. The Sun 
| Devils do have some athletes in the secondary, but it may be 
| abit much asking sophomore Osahon Irabor to be a shut- 
down corner at this stage of his career. Sophomore Alden 
Darby could be the wild card; Darby was the presumed 
starter at free safety, but he could be switched to cornerback 


in Bolden’s absence. If he can effectively make the switch, 
ASU has enough depth and talent at safety with Eddie Elder, Clint Floyd and Keelan Johnson to 


mitigate Bolden’s loss. 


SPECIALISTS In Bolden’s absence, Jamal Miles could emerge as one of the nation’s best returners. He 
scored on a 99-yard kickoff return last season. He'll also likely handle punt returns. The kicking 
game is a huge question mark; redshirt freshman placekicker Alex Garoutte was inconsistent in spring 
ball, not a good thing when ASU is expected to play a lot of tight games. Junior college transfer Josh 
Hubner will take over the punting duties. He averaged 40.2 yards per kick at Scottsdale (Ariz.) Com- 


munity College. 


SCOUTING THE SUN DEVILS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA STATE “These guys are loaded. This could be the year (Dennis) Erickson 
breaks through — | can’t believe I'm actually saying this — and gets to the Rose Bowl. ... They must find a re- 
placement for Steven Threet at quarterback. It’s too bad he had to give up football (because of multiple con- 
cussions). He had good size (6'5", 240). He deserves to play on this year’s team after what he went through 
last year. ... Brock Osweiler looks like he'll be the quy at quarterback. He started the final two games last sea- 
son, leading them to wins against UCLA and Arizona so they don’t have to go with a totally unproven guy back 
there. ... They’te one of the more physical defenses in the conference. They have a lot of speed on defense. 
They‘te as talented as any linebacking corps that we'll play. ... They have a fairly easy schedule. They get USC, 
Oregon State, Arizona and California at home and don’t have to play Stanford. The only road game that would 
be a stretch to think they could win is at Oregon. Other than that the schedule sets up well for Arizona State. 


Now can Erickson take advantage of it?” 


106 ATHLON SPORTS 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


A NEW LOOK ASU unveiled new helmets and 
uniforms as well as a new slogan, “Fear the 
Fork.” The new black look likely will debut 
against Missouri on Sept. 9. 


SCARY MOMENT Sophomore running back 
Deantre Lewis was injured in what he called a 
random gang-related shooting in mid-February. 
Lewis, who was shot below the waist, was 
hospitalized for four days and missed much of 
spring ball. He’s expected to be healthy for the 
season. 


ON THE HOT SEAT Dennis Erickson is under 
contract through the 2012 season, so his future 
will be a topic of discussion, especially if ASU 
gets off to a slow start. He may have to win 
eight games to keep his job. 


UNDER CONTROL? Middle linebacker Vontaze 
Burfict showed up for spring ball with a leaner 
body and a smile on his face. Erickson raved 
about his newfound maturity and leadership 
skills. The real test, though: Can he stop com- 
mitting personal fouls in key moments? 


SHAKE-UP ASU is in the South Division of the 
new Pac-12, along with arch-rival Arizona, USC, 
UCLA, Colorado and Utah. That’s a favorable 
alignment for ASU, given the fact Oregon and 
Stanford are in the North Division. 


JUNIOR ONYEALI 


RISING STAR 


With 12 starters re- 
turning, there are 
few openings for 
freshmen, but quar- 
terback Mike 
Bercovici could 
force his way into 
the rotation, given 
the lack of experi- 
ence behind starter 
Brock Osweiler. 
Bercovici has a gun 
for an arm and wowed coach Dennis Erickson 
during spring workouts. 


Greg LeBoeuf 


Vv 2011 ARIZONA STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
18 Arreguin, Joe 6-2/208 St. Tucson, AZ 68 Adams, Corey 63/285 I. Scottsdale, AZ 
15 Kelly, Taylor 61/202 Ft. Eagle, 1D 34 Brooks, james 65/279 St. Flagstaff, AZ 
17 Osweiler, Brock 6-8/240 jt. Kalispell, MT 95. Conway, Gannon 6-4/255 ff. Higley, AZ 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT ae HOMETOWN 92 Jarrett, Jamaar 6-5/260 St. San Marcos, CA 
34 Bush, DJ. 511/202 Fi. San Jose, CA 49 McDonald, Jordan 6-4/225 Ft. Scottsdale, AZ 
46 Goroubec, Brock 6-2/210 So Clovis, CA 61. Moos, Bo 60/286 = Sr. Eugene, OR 
25 Lewis, Deantre 510/193 So. Norco, CA 97 Onyeali, Junior 511/233 So. Denver, CO 
26 Marshall, Cameron 511/223 Jr. San Jose, CA 17 Smith, Gregory 63/255 ft Pertis, CA 
7 Middlebrooks, Kyle 58/175 So. Fountain Valley, CA 99 sutton, William 62/285 So, Corona, (A 
22 Morrison, James 511/214 st. Phoenix, AZ 99 Tei, joita 6-4/267 Fr. Oceanside, CA 
35 Robinson, R,. 5-8/184 J. Glendale, AZ — ¢ Tuitea, Toa 63/280 ff Westminster, CA 
20 Washington, Marcus 511/212 Fr. Phoenix, AZ ‘ ‘ i 

RECEIVERS HTL HomeTown —HNEBACKERS LRT ot RES 
19 Anderson, Kevin 59/115 Ft Lakewood, CA 18 Aaron, Oliver 6-0/208 Sr. Gainesville, FL 
13 Bell, George 63/203 St San Diego, CA 30 Anderson, Derrall 62/231 St. Tampa, FL 
84. Bryant, Jarrid 65/180 So. Salisbury, CT 57 Beatty, Charles 511/224. Phoenix, AZ 
80 Holliday, JJ. 6-0/170 So. Tucson, AZ 48 Bradford, Carl 6-0/247 Ft. Norco, CA 
83 Knust, Randy 62/194 Ft. ‘the Woodlands, 1X 7 Burfict, Vontaze 63/252 ft Corona, (A 
16 Magee, Angelo 62/195 Ir Corona, CA 56 Clark, Jesse 62/236 Ft. Tempe, AZ 
89 Mbanefo, Chike 59/175 FF. Mission Hills, CA 53. Johnson, Brandon 62/222 So. Oakland, CA 
32 Miles, Jamal 510/183 Jr. Peoria, AZ 31 Jones, Anthony 62/217 So. Chandler, AZ 
82. Ozier, Kevin 6-0/201 So. San Diego, CA 6 Lyons, Shelly 62/230 = St. Corona, CA 
4 Pflugrad, Aaron 510/180 St. Eugene, OR 8 Magee, Brandon 511/230 St. Corona, CA 
5 Aielaie any a : ae Nested es of hod cai 
Bt Scott, Brent 60/177 - Gein th 41 Taylor, Grandville 6-0/226 So. San Francisco, CA 
86 Simpson, TJ. 61/188 Sr Peoria, AZ DEFENSIVE BACKS H/WE CL HOMETOWN 
1 Willie, Mike 6-4/215 Sr. Long Beach, (A 3 Bolden, Omar 510/195 St, Ontario, CA 
TIGHT ENDS AT/WT al HOMETOWN 1 Carr, Deveron $-11/193 Jt. Scottsdale, AZ 
87 Coyle, Christopher 63/235 So, Westlake Village, ca 22 “latk, Jonathan 6-0/200 St Arlington, TX 
88 Fulton, Josh 63/232 Fh Phoenix, AZ 4 Darby, Alden 510/185 So. Long Beach, CA 
45. Kohl, Trevor 64/245 Sr. Gilbert, AZ 2 Elder, Eddie 510/186 Sr. Sacramento, CA 
85 Smith, Max 62/248 So. Scottsdale, AZ 23 Evans, Preon 6-0/170 Fr Palisades, CA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HWE HOMETOWN x a rans 5:10/ ibs oe ere 
58 Ajawara, Sil 63/297 Ft._R. Santa Margarita, CA atechy 510/198 St Los Angeles, CA 
55 DeAtmas, Chris 64/301 St Miami, FL 19 Irabor, Osahon 5-11/180 So. Upland, CA 
74 Douglas, Jamil 6-4/284 Fr, Cypress, cA 10 Johnson, Keelan 60/201 j Mesa, AZ 
64. Emanuele, Nick 6-6/278 Sr. San Diego, CA 35 Kennedy Jr, Ronald 510/175 So. Cerritos, CA 
62 Finkenberg, Evan 6-6/292 So, R. Santa Margarita, CA 29. McCullen, Shane 62/200 So, Apache Junction, AZ 
52 Gerhart, Garth 61/300 Norco, (A 16 Sawyer, Jeremy 510/170 So Peoria, AZ 
78 Johnson, Kyle 6-7/292 fr. Norco, (A 25 Spann, Devan 511/175 Fr. Gardena, CA 
69 Knapp, Dan 65/277 St. Reno, NV 12 Tucker, Matthew 61/197 So. Aurora, CO 
67 Koebensky, Kody 6-4/300 So. Scottsdale, AZ 22 Williams, Austin 511/185 St. Santa Rosa, CA 
8 hash ten CVE Se Selous ng SPAS M/wr ck WeTOMN 
72 Sampson, Andrew 63/300 Aurora, co. 94 Flynn, Parker (K) S1/187 ft Drang, CA 
79. Sarafin, Chip 6-6/350 Ft Gilbert, az 36 Garoutte, Alex (K) 6-1/190 Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
71 Schwab, Brice 67/302 St. West Sunbury, PA 47 Hubner, Josh (P) 64/230 Jr Scottsdale, AZ 
73. Simmons, Aderious 67/310 St. New Orleans, LA 41. Kastl, Cameron (1S) 64/232 St, Phoenix, AZ 
54 Sulka, Tyler 64/270 Ft. Sherman Oaks, (A 57 Ohmart, Thomas (lS) 61/231 Sr, Scottsdale, AZ 
77 Tello, Adam 6-3/292 St. Norco, (A 93. Vasquez, Andrew (K) 6-0/185 Fr. Duarte, CA 
76 Whesu, Junior 63/285 ff. Providence, RI. 98 Williams, Lee (P) 5:9/194 So. Phoenix, AZ 


2011 SIGNEES 


Stanley Absanon ATH 6-1 175 Lakeland, FL —_Kipeli Koniseti 1B 6-3 240 Sacramento, CA 
Mike Bercovici QB 6-2 205 Woodland Hills, CA Mo Latu OL 63 306 Gilbert, AZ 
Ezekiel Bishop S$ 5-10 182 Denver, CO Isreal Marshall 1B 62 200 Phoenix, AZ 
Gary Chambers WR 63 195 Glendale, AZ David Moala OL 6-1 285 Gardena, CA 
Davon Coleman DE 6-3 250 Cleveland, OH Sean O'Grady OL 63 230 Las Flores, CA 
Michael Eubank QB 6-5 232 Corona, CA —_ Rashad Ross WR 6-0 170 Vallejo, CA 
Devin Goodman OL 62 270 Lakeland, FL Vi Teofilo OL 6-3 280 Phoenix, AZ 
Karl Holmes WR 63 180 Pasadena, CA Rashad Wadood (B 5-10 180 Lakewood, CA 
Josh Hubner P 6-4 225 Scottsdale, AZ Brent Walker OL 6-5 300 Norco, CA 


ASU's recruiting class was more notable for who got away than for the players Dennis Erickson signed. Arizona had its most 
celebrated group of offensive linemen ever in the state, and the Sun Devils didn’t land one of them. Also, ASU was spurned in 
the final week of recruiting by in-state running back KaDeem Carey, who signed with Arizona, and defensive tackle Todd Peat 
Jr, who went to Nebraska. “Obviously, we lost some players — it’s just how recruiting is,” Erickson says. ASU did shore up its 
shaky. quarterback depth by signing highly regarded California prospects Mike Bercovici and Michael Eubank. The keys to the 
class could be two local products — defensive tackle Mo Latu and linebacker Izzy Marshall. Latu has the size and strength to 
play immediately, and the athletic Marshall could be a hit both at backup linebacker and on special teams. Overall, however, 
ASU's class was panned by most recruiting gurus. 


2010 RESULTS 


HELO D: 6-6, 4-5 (PAC-10) 


Sept. 4 Portland State 


Sept. 11 Northern Arizona 


Sept. 18 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 25 Oregon 


Oct. 2 at Oregon State 
Oct. 9 at Washington 


Oct. 23 at California 
Oct. 30 Washington St 
Nov. 6 at USC 

Nov. 13 Stanford 
Nov. 26 UCLA 

Dec. 2 at Arizona 
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2010 RANKINGS 
Scoring 32.3ppg 3 28 
Rushing 139.3 ypg 7 78 
Passing 286.4 ypg 2 15 
Total 425.7 ypg 5 29 
Scoring 25.0ppg 5 55 
Rushing 119.7 ypg 1 16 
Passing 245.3ypg 8 101 
Total 364.9 ypg = 5 57 
-6 050 9 88 

2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
208 2,534 18 16 


Steven Threet 336 
Brock Osweiler 109 


RUSHING ATT 
Cameron Marshall 150 
Deantre Lewis 92 
Brock Osweiler 38 


RECEIVING REC 
Kerry Taylor 54 
Mike Willie 36 
TJ. Simpson 29 
Gerell Robinson 29 
Aaron Pflugrad = 29 


431 
387 
329 


7997 5 #0 


AVG TD 
PT) 
5.9 4 
3.31 


AVG 1D 
12.9 3 
123 6 
16.6 0 
13.35 
13°02 


KICKING: Thomas Weber, 17-24 FGs, 42-45 


XPs, 93 points 


TACKLES: Vontaze Burfict, 90; 


Brandon Magee, 73 


SACKS: Junior Onyeali, 6.5; Jamaar Jarrett, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Omar Bolden, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Brock Osweiler, QB 

TOP TARGET 

Gerell Robinson, WR 
BULK CARRIER 
Cameron Marshall, RB 
STOCK RISING 

Deantre Lewis, RB 
POSITION BATTLE - WR 


Aaron Pflugrad vs. Mike Willie 


For more fontasy visit AthlonSports,com/Fantasy 
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olorado will make the jump to the Pac-12 Conference with a new sense of optimism 

surrounding the program because of the change in coaching staffs after five losing 

seasons under Dan Hawkins. There is also a consensus among nearly everyone as- 

sociated with the school that Colorado is a much better fit with its new West Coast 
partners than it was with the rural feel of middle America and the Big 12. 

A 2010 road trip to California demonstrated that the move was probably the right one. 
The school estimated as many as 9,000 Colorado fans were on hand in Berkeley, Calif. 
The Buffs never traveled with that kind of support in the Big 12. 

The coaching staff, led by Colorado alums Jon Embree and offensive coordinator Eric 
Bieniemy, is certainly familiar with the school’s new league. Both coached for three seasons 
at UCLA before moving up to assistant coaching jobs in the NFL. Defensive coordinator 
Greg Brown and defensive line coach Mike Tuiasosopo coached in the Pac-10 just last year, 
holding the same respective positions at Arizona, and offensive line coach Steve Marshall 
held the same job at Cal in 2010. Wide receivers coach Bobby Kennedy also has roots in 
the league. This coaching staff shouldn't need any adjustment period when it comes to 
being prepared for the dynamic offenses it will see in the conference. 

“They're so innovative offensively, schematically, and they have too much speed on the 
field,” Brown says. “It’s going to be a big challenge for our team.” 


2011 PROJECTION: 3-10, 1-8 PAC-12 

The move to the Pac-12 should be a good long-term fit for Colorado but could be rough in the 
short term. New coach Jon Embree wasn’t a wow hire and has a lot to prove in 2011. The Buf- 
faloes have pieces to build around, including running back Rodney Stewart and receiver Paul 
Richardson. Quarterback Tyler Hansen is back after missing the final five games of 2010. The 
defense will be an issue, especially with the departure of the top two corners. Colorado could 
pull off an upset or two, but a winning record seems unlikely. 


Perhaps a change of conference scenery will do the Buffs good. Colorado was a fixture 
in the national polls through most of the 1990s and periodically throughout the Gary Bar- 
nett era, but the Buffs are approaching six full seasons without being ranked. The last time 
CU appeared in either top-25 poll was November 2005. 


QUARTERBACKS Senior Tyler Hansen earned the starting job at the end of spring prac- 


tice, demonstrating he was the man for the job by absorbing the new offense quickly and 


directing it with the type of efficiency and consistency redshirt freshman Nick 
’ Hirschman and junior transfer Brent Burnette couldn't match. Hansen was the starter 


through the first seven games last fall before a ruptured spleen ended his season. He set 
a school record by completing 68.3 percent of his passes, but he threw only six touch- 
down passes and had six interceptions. Those numbers will have to improve drastically 


’ for him to be successful. Hansen also provides running ability that makes him a dual-threat, 


though the West Coast offense the Buffs will employ won't require him to run as much. 
The Buffs needs Hansen to stay healthy because of a lack of experience behind him. 
Hirschman redshirted last season, and his next college snap will be his first. Burnette has 
logged playing time at Middle Tennessee and Western Arizona the past two seasons. 


RUNNING BACKS Senior running back Rodney Stewart has been surprising opponents 
for three seasons. He enters his final year with an outside chance of becoming the pro- 
gram’ all-time leading rusher. He ran for 1,318 yards as a junior, third-best in the Big 12, 
and similar production could vault him to the top of the career rushing list. Fellow senior 
Brian Lockridge is recovering from a nasty ankle injury that required surgery. He should 
be available at some point in the first half of the season. Until then, someone will have to 
emerge from a group that includes redshirt freshmen Tony Jones and Cordary Allen, soph- 
omore walk-on Josh Ford and true freshmen Malcolm Creer and Rashad Hall. Colorado 
also has added the fullback to the offense once again, and two senior linebackers, Evan 
Harrington and Tyler Ahles, successfully made the transition to the position in the spring. 


RECEIVERS The Buffs have a strong core of starters at wide receiver and tight end but not 
a lot of proven depth behind them. Senior Toney Clemons and sophomore Paul Richard- 
son combined for 77 catches for 996 yards and nine touchdowns last season at wide receiver. 
Coaches will add Georgia transfer Logan Gray to the mix, and he should be a nice re- 
placement for Scotty McKnight, the program’s all-time leading pass-catcher. True freshmen 
Nelson Spruce and Tyler McCulloch will have a chance to move up the depth chart quickly. 
Ryan Deehan is a proven commodity as both a blocking and receiving tight end and should 
be heavily used in the West Coast offense. Sophomore DaVaughn Thornton needs to be 
more physical in the running game but could be a huge weapon in the passing game. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN A\l-American left tackle Nate Solder must be replaced, but this 
group should be solid in 2011, especially if senior center Mike IItis is able to return from 
atorn ACL suffered in the 2010 finale. Sophomore David Bakhtiari moves over from right 


ATHLON SPORTS 


THE VERDICT 


Sept. 3 at Hawaii 

Sept. 10 California 
Sept. 17  #Colorado State 
Sept. 24 at Ohio State 
Oct. 1 Washington State 
Oct. 8 at Stanford 

Oct. 15 at Washington 
Oct. 22 Oregon 

Oct. 29 at Arizona State 
Nov. 4 USC 

Nov. 12  Afizona 

Nov. 19 at UCLA 

Nov. 26 at Utah 


#Denver, CO 


TYLER HANSEN 


KEY BUFFALOES 


Tyler Hansen, QB A playmaker with his feet 
in the past who seems to be adjusting 
nicely to the timing requirements of the 
West Coast offense. 

Rodney Stewart, RB Might be time to give 
him credit for his talent and toughness. 
Jon Major, LB Defensive coordinator Greg 
Brown called him “the cornerstone” of the 
defense in spring ball. 


KEY LOSSES 


Nate Solder, LT Simply one of the best offen- 
sive linemen in the program's history. 
Jimmy Smith, CB His statistics didn’t wow 
anyone, but opponents didn’t throw to his 
side of the field much for a reason. 

Jalil Brown, CB Robin to Smith’s Batman, 
Brown made his share of plays, and no one 
played more defensive snaps in 2010. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 
5 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


Stewart: Larry Smith; Hansen: Maragert Bowles 


hh 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 17 Toney Clemons (Sr.) 
WR _ 6 Paul Richardson (So.) 
tT 59 David Bakhtiari (So.) 
LG 63 Ethan Adkins (Sr.) 

C 64 Mike Iltis (St.) 

RG 73 Ryan Miller (Sr.) 

RT 75 Jack Harris (So.)_ 
TE _ 34 Ryan Deehan (Sr.) 
QB 9 Tyler Hansen (Sr.) 
FB 49 Evan Harrington (Sr.) 
RB _5 Rodney Stewart (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 17 Josh Hartigan (Sr.) 


DT 83 Will Pericak (jr.) 
NT 93 Conrad Obi (Sr.) 


DE 9 Chidera Uzo-Diribe (So.) 


OLB 48 Liloa Nobriga (So.) 
MLB 51 Doug Rippy (J) 
WLB 31 Jon Major (Jr.) 


(B 18 Jonathan Hawkins (Sr.) 


SS ___7 Anthony Perkins (Sr) 
FS 26 Ray Polk (jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 40 Justin Castor (So,) 


P__15 Zach Grossnickle (So.) 


LINEBACKER Coaches like to call junior Jon Major a cornerstone. He’s a smart playmaker with a nose 
for the ball who is capable of manning any of the three linebacker positions in the Buffs’ 4-3 scheme. 
He was listed as the starter at outside linebacker at the end of spring but might play inside at the Will 
position if sophomore Liloa Nobriga can bounce back from a subpar, injury-plagued spring. Middle 
linebacker is another strength with junior Doug Rippy emerging as a playmaker, and sophomore Der- 
rick Webb pushing hard for more playing time. Senior Patrick Mahnke is a heady player, but he might 
have to fight off teammates with superior athletic ability to continue earning playing time. One or two 
of the signees at linebacker could get some playing time. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS No one emerged to grab hold of either 
of the starting cornerback jobs in the spring. A large cast of 
characters will continue to audition in August. Sophomore 
Parker Orms will be back from a torn knee ligament to com- 
pete with a group that includes senior utility men Arthur 
Jaffee, Jonathan Hawkins and Travis Sandersfeld as well 
some talented youngsters. Sophomores Jered Bell, Deji Ola- 
toye and Paul Vigo are each capable of earning the starting 
roles and all should play when the Buffs face spread of- 
fenses. Anthony Perkins is a coach on the field at safety, and Ray Polk is growing into that role, too. 
Those two should start. When Perkins was hurt last season, Terrel Smith led the team in tackles over 


HEAD COACH: Jon Embree 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: First Season 


CAREER RECORD: First Season 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eric Bieniemy 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Brown 


LOCATION: Boulder, Colo. 


STADIUM: Folsom Field (53,613) 


logan Gray (St) 
31 Keenan Canty (Fr.) 
71 Alex Lewis (Ft.) 
54 Kaiwi Crabb (Fr) 
68 Shawn Daniels (Sr) _ 
53 Ryan Dannewitz (Jr.) 
79 Sione Tau (Sr.) “3 
85 DaVaughn Thomton (So.) _ 
8 Nick Hirschman (Fr.) 
47 Tyler Ahles (Sr) 
26 Tony Jones (Fr) 


44 Nick Kasa (Jf) 
50 Curtis Cunningham (Sr.) 
94 Nate Bonsu (So.) 
Juda Parker (Fr.) 
Woodson Greer (Fr.) 
56 Derrick Webb (So.) 
12 Patrick Mahnke (Sr.) 
28 Jered Bell (So.) 
13 Parker Orms (So.) 
19 Travis Sandersfeld (St.) 
41 Terrel Smith (So.) 


KR 20 Brian Lockridge (Sr.) 
PR Logan Gray (Sr.) 


the final six games as a true freshman. 


SPECIALISTS There will be a training camp battle for the placekicking job between sophomore 
Justin Castor, whose only 2010 attempt was blocked, and true freshman Will Oliver. CU needs con- 
sistency here after the roller-coaster ride of the past three seasons in the kicking game. Sophomore Zach 
Grossnickle is the favorite to handle the punting. 


tackle, where he had a strong freshman season, 
to fill Solder’s shoes. Senior guards Ethan Ad- 
kins and Ryan Miller both return. Third-year 
sophomore Jack Harris had a nice spring at 
right tackle. The suspension of junior tackle 
Bryce Givens hurts because he would have pro- 
vided needed depth. Seniors Shawn Daniels 
and Blake Behrens provide a little cushion 
against injuries in the interior, but this group 


needs to stay healthy. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN ‘Two significant con- 
tributors are gone from a group that helped the 
Buffs record 30 sacks, the most at the school 
since 2004. But the bulk of the production re- 
turns, and coaches are excited that senior tackle 
Conrad Obi finally seems to be reaching his po- 
tential. Fellow tackles Will Pericak, a junior, and 
Curtis Cunningham, a senior, have played a lot 
of football. Add capable players such as Nate 
Bonsu and Kirk Poston to the mix and CU has 
a solid rotation in the middle. Defensive ends 
Marquez Herrod, who graduated, and Forrest 
West, who was kicked off the team, must be re- 
placed, but starter Josh Hartigan returns on one 
side. Coaches believe sophomore Chidera Uzo- 
Diribe has the talent to be an all-conference- 
type of player in the future. True freshmen Juda 
Parker and Stephan Nembot could get some 


opportunities as well. 


SCOUTING THE BUFFALOES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP COLORADO “They were an enigma last year. They had a lot of talent but just didn’t 
produce. | think that’s a very good job, and it’s hard to put your finger on why they didn’t have more success. | 
guess it wasn’t too much of a surprise that (Dan) Hawkins was finally fired. New coach Jon Embree will be tested 
in his first job as a head coach. If debuting as a head coach in a BCS league isn’t difficult enough, doing it ina 
new league from the previous season should make it even tougher. Former Colorado running back Eric Bieniemy 
will be the offensive coordinator, and they'll be running a pro-style offense. ... Cody Hawkins is gone at quarter- 
back, but they should be all right with Tyler Hansen back there. He split some time with Hawkins last season. ... 
Rodney Stewart can’t be taller than 5'6" or 5'7", but he is extremely tough to bring down. He's like a jitterbug. ... 
Defensively they’te average. ... Overall, it’s hard to get a good read on what to expect from Colorado. Since they 
only return one coach from last season, no one really knows what to expect out of them this year.” 


110 ATHLON SPORTS 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


THIRTEEN STRAIGHT Colorado has one of 
the toughest schedules in the nation, playing 
13 consecutive weeks without a bye (thanks 
to the extra game allowed when a team plays 
at Hawaii). The Buffs play 11 teams from BCS. 
conferences, including a trip to Ohio State and 
a home game with Cal that is the second half 
of a home-and-home series and won't be con- 
sidered a league game. The Buffs start the 
season in Hawaii, and the other non-BCS team 
on the schedule is in-state rival Colorado 
State. 


SECOND-BEST With 671 wins in its history, 
Colorado is the second-winningest program in 
the Pac-12 Conference, trailing only USC. How- 
ever, Colorado has been playing football for 
121 years entering 2011, tying Washington for 
the oldest program in the league. 


YOUTH MOVEMENT After reviewing film of 
last season and working with players in spring 
practices, there is a core group of returning 
players the new coaching staff believes in, but 
it's safe to say the coaches aren't over- 
whelmed by the depth at their disposal. New 
head coach Jon Embree made it clear after 
spring ball that he will play true freshmen 
where needed. 


WILL PERICAK 


RISING STAR 


No other player on 
the roster fits this 
billing better than 
sophomore wideout 
Paul Richardson. 
He led the team 
with four plays cov- 
ering 50 yards or 
more in 2010, the 
first Buff to have 
four plays of 40 or 
more yards since 
2003. He also set the CU freshman record for 
receiving yards in a season at 514, 


@ 


Poricak: Larry Smith 


#D 2011 COLORADO ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS H/WE CL HOMETOWN 75. Harris, jack 65/290 So. parker, CO Sept. 4 Atolorado State = W 24-3 
10 Burnette, Brent 63/210 fe Maryville, TN. 64 Iltis, Mike 63/285 St Sarasota, FL Sept. 11 at California L TR 
14 Gorman, Justin 60/195 Ft. Manheim, PA 73. Miller, Ryan 6-8/310 Sr. Littleton, CO Sept. 18 Hawaii W 31-13 
9 Hansen, Tyler 6-1/215 St. Murrieta, CA 52. Munyer, Daniel 6-2/290 Fr. Tarzana, CA Oct. 2 Georgia W = 29-27 
8 Hirschman, Nick 63/225 Ft. Los Gatos, CA 70 Richter, Eric 6-3/310 jr Mission Viejo, CA Oct. 9 at Missouri L 0-26 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 79 Tau, Sione 65/350 St. Honolulu, Hl Oct. 16 Baylor L 2531 
47 Ales, Tyler 62/240 Sf. San Bernardino, CA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT GL HOMETOWN Oct. 23 Texas Tech L 24-27 
33 Allen, Cordary 61/225 Ft. Phenix City, AL 94 Bonsu, Nate 6-1/285 So, Allen, TX Oct. 30 at Oklahoma L 10-43 
42 Ford, Josh 59/195 So. _ Denver, CO 50 Cunningham, Curtis 61/285 St. Littleton, CO Nov: 6. at Kansas L 45-52 
54 Greer, Gage 61/225 Ft. Liberty Hill, TX 62 Goldberg, David 61/245 St. Aspen, CO hase, "Ta toma Mate W314 
49 Harrington, Evan 511/220 St Washington, OC 47 Hartigan, Josh 6-1/220 St. —_Fort Lauderdale, FL : 
26 Jones, Tony 57/185 Fi. Paterson, N) 44 Kasa, Nick 66/275 ft. Thornton, CO Not 20» Kansas State We As 
27 Jones, Trea’ 510/205. Wake Forest, NC 58 Nichols, Andre 6-4/215 Fi. Colorado Springs, CO Nov. 26 at Nebraska L145 
20 Lockridge, Brian 57/180 St. ‘Trabuco Canyon, CA 93 bj, Conrad 63/295 St Grayson, GA #Denver 
5 Stewart, Rodney 5-6/175 St. Westerville, OH 33 Pericak, will 6-4/285 Ir Boulder, (0 
RECEIVERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 95 Poremba, Tony 6-1/230 St. Greenwood Village, CO 
31 Canty, Keenan 5-9/155 Fr. New Orleans, LA 91. Poston, Kirk 6-1/260 Ft. Houston, TX 2010 RANKINGS 
35 Cefalo, Kyle 510/170 St. Boise, ID 9 Uzo-Diribe, Chidera 673/240 So. Corona, CA Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
17 Clemons, Tone 62/205 St. New Kensington, PA i 
89 Conte, "ai j ans Ir Senedd co ee wl Hose rue ora bi “3 
t ; d 35 Blaha, David 63/230 Fr. Colorado Springs, CO Rushing 137.0 ypg 11 85 
82 Darden, Jarrod 6-4/210 So Keller, 1X j 
ira say Ws Awada’ co 12 Méhnke, Patrick 61/210 St. Parker, CO Passing =» 222.7 ypg 859 
wren Y : NVaC3, “31. Major, Jon 62/230 Jt Parker, (O Total 359.7 ypg 10 8679 
83 Ebner, Dustin 671/180 jt. Arvada, CO 48 Nobriga, Lil i 
15 Espinoza, jason 58/180 St Alamosa, co. 48 NObriga, blo al ae rence ec 
pinoza,) / es 57 Parker, Alec 6-0/210 Fr. Westminster, CO i 
37. Frost, Jacob 6-0/170 FF. Bakersfield, (Ae bio ‘pouclas Ae : Se iii Scoring 30.8 ppg 10 (91 
Gray, Logan 62/199 Sr. Columbia, MO oe 0 at oe 7 e rf <4 Rushing 140.3 ypg 4 48 
6 Richardson, Paul 61/165 So. Gardena, A ae a F fe “: Acete Passing -259.8ypg 9 110 
22. Robbins, Parke 60/170 Fr, Edwards, CO plat tks 6+1/; i Wissourl CY, Tk Total 400.0 yp 6 = 83 
86 Turbow, Alex 6-1/195 So. San Luis Obispo, CA DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WE CL HOMETOWN ; : ; 
23 Wilhelm, Connor 541/170 Fos Angeles, CA 28 Bell, Jered 6-0/190 $0. Ontario, CA ~ et ri) we wee 
27 Ewing, Vince 60/210 Carlsbad, CA : 
TIGHT ENDS HT, a HOMETOWN d 
41 Allen, Matt ne 50. Littleton, CO 18 Hawkins, Jonathan 5-11/195 Sr. Perris, CA 
43. Baht, Matthew 6-4/265 St Dove Canyon, CA 22 Jaffee, Arthur 511/210 St. Boulder, CO 2010 
34 Deehan, Ryan 6-5/250 St. Poway, CA 36 Marquez, Jordan 6-1/180 Fr Arvada, CO INDIVIDUAL STATS 
61 Femandez, Scott 63/255 So. Broomfield, co 39 Moten, Josh 60/195 FF. Carson, CA 
88. Slavin, Kyle 6-4/235 Littleton, co 25 Olatoye, Ayodeji 61/180 So. Dublin, OH PASSING: AUTLCOMP 10S. TOIT 
85 Thornton, Davaughn 64/225 So. Denver, co 13. Orms, Parker 5-11/180 So. Wheat Ridge, CO Cody Hawkins 231 124 1,547 14 5 
84 Wood, Alex 62/255 So, Steamboat Springs, CO a hag Anthony eye : bela 2 TylerHansen 164 «112 1,102 6 6 
olk, Ray : f. cottsdale, 
SrasHELMGMEN WT CL HOMETOWN, gh uaks—s/im0 hte nc | RUSHING ATT. YOS_ AVG TO 
Teen 2 ; ~~ 49. Sandersfeld, Travis 6-0/205 Sr. Limon, CO Rodney Stewart 290 1,318 4.5 10 
59 Bakhtiari, David 6-4/295 So. Burlingame, CA ’ Y . 
5 41 Smith, Terrel 5-8/180 So. Paterson, N) | —- BrianLockridge 35 146 4.2 1 
66 Behrens, Blake 6-3/300 St. Phoenix, AZ 32 Vigo, Paul 61/185 5 New B ick. N 
60 Clark, David 64/305 St Aspen, CO oyiKiy De HOR ESI I RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
54 Crabb, Kaiwi 6-3/295 Ft. Honolulu, Hl SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN Scotty McKnight 50 621 124 7 
68 Daniels, Shawn 6-3/280 St. Evergreen, CO 40. Castor, Justin (K/P) 63/200 So. Golden, CO T B 
53 Dannewitz, Ryan 6-6/295 jf. San Jacinto, CA 15. Grossnickle, Zach (P) 62/190 So. Denver, CO ciliates i 
77 Givens, Bryce 66/275 It Castle Rock, CO 69 Iverson, Ryan (LS) 6-0/205 So. Newport Beach, CA Pa Richarasoa 834)" S14 V1.1 ¢ 
76 Handler, Gus 63/270 So, Barfington, IL 90 O'Neill, Darragh (kK) 62/175 FF. Louisville, CO Rodney Stewart 29 290 10.0 0 
RyanDeehan 25 249 10.0 1 


Travon Patterson 20 127 64 1 


KICKING: Ari dman, 10- 325 
2011 SIGNEES wer il Goodman, 10-15 FGs, 32-33 


TACKLES: Michael Sipili, 94; Ray Polk, 72 


Paulay Asiata OL 6-5 295 Honolulu, Hl Alex Kelley C 63 295 Oceanside, CA : Paes 

Brent Burnette QB 63 210 Maryville, TN Alex Lewis OL 6&6 270 Tempe, AZ SACKS: Josh Hartigan, 7; Forrest West, 5.5 
Jermane Clark ATH 6-2 205 Winston-Salem, NC tyler McCulloch WR 65 195 Albuquerque, NM piliayandicey 4 BOWLS) 

Malcolm Creer RB 5-11 200 Los Angeles, A Marc Mustoe OL 6-7 280 Broomfield, CO : Returning Players in Bold 
Brady Daigh 1B 62 235 Littleton, CO Stephan Nembot DE 6-8 280 Van Nuys, CA 

Stevie Joe Dorman QB 6-4 210 Somerset, TX Will Ol K 511185 ip@annclec Ck 

Woodson Greer 1B 62 225 Carson, CA ver hie an FANTASY FLASH 
Rashad Hall RB 6-0 200 tynchburg, VA Juda Parker DE 62 245 Aiea, HI 

Will Harlos DB 6-4 200 Somerset, 1x Nelson Spruce WR 6-2 190 Westlake Village, CA BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Sherrard Harrington OB 6-1 175 Washington, OC _K.1. Tu’umalo 1B 62 200 Honolulu, HI Rodney Stewart, RB 

Greg Henderson DB 5-11. 185 Corona, CA Kyle Washington 0B 6-1 200 Pasadena, CA ‘abe Ney 

Colorado coaches were continuing to pursue possible additions to the 2011 squad late in the spring after several players were TOP TARGET 

told they wouldn't be invited back. The vast majority of new coach Jon Embree’s signees were recruited in the two months be- Paul Richardson, WR 

tween the time he was hired and Signing Day. Only two members of the class were committed to the program previously. The TRANSFER TO WATCH 

stars of the class are in the trenches. CU signed offensive linemen Paulay Asiata from Hawaii and Marc Mustoe from Arvada Logan Gray, WR 

West (Colo.) High School. Both were top offensive line prospects in their respective states. Mustoe also had offers from five other searray me AlN 

Pac-12 schoolz. Defensive ends Juda Parker and Stephan Nembot, running back Malcolm Creer and wide receiver Nelson Spruce Tylet Hansen, 08 


head a large group of freshmen who could earn playing time this season. 
For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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gga ollowing his second 4-8 season in three years at the helm of his alma mater, UCLA 
a= B, coach Rick Neuheisel took stock of the situation, surveyed the damage, and figured 
ils | things were just not right — not for today and not for tomorrow. The result? Five 
“= _ assistant coaches are gone, including offensive coordinator Norm Chow and defen- 
sive coordinator Chuck Bullough. This could be Neuheisel’s last chance at success at the 
school he led to the 1984 Rose Bowl championship as a walk-on quarterback. 

“Last year was a disappointment, and there are lots of reasons, but all of it amounts to a 
disappointment,” Neuheisel says. “We have to take the next step and get some confidence 
in this program. Mostly from within. That starts with the energy and enthusiasm and pro- 
ductiveness and effectiveness of the coaching.” 

In new offensive coordinator Mike Johnson and defensive coordinator Joe Tresey, the 
Bruins have a pair of fiery veterans, two men who made their presence known immediately 
in spring ball. With the fruits of three straight top-15 recruiting classes (2008-10) starting 
to pay off, the new coaching staff will attempt to find a winning formula that has been so 
elusive for UCLA in recent years. 


THE VERDICT 


QUARTERBACKS The biggest pock mark of Neuheisel’s tenure has been the poor quar- 
terback play, so he installed himself as quarterbacks coach. But who will he be tutoring 
as the starter? Will it be junior Kevin Prince, who played relatively well as a redshirt 
freshman in 2009, leading UCLA to a bow! win, before plummeting in 2010 and even- 
tually being sidelined for seven games? Will it be junior Richard Brehaut, who struggled 
in Prince's absence and looked lost at times in the team’s new Pistol offense? Will it be 
highly-touted, 6'4", 225-pound true freshman Brett Hundley, who is blessed with more 
raw physical talent than UCLA has seen at the position in years? One thing is certain: 
The Bruins need a drastic jump in production from this position if they are to return 
to a bowl game. 


RUNNING BACKS While the Pistol offense may have grounded the air attack, the 
UCLA running game thrived. Johnathan Franklin and Derrick Coleman formed a po- 
tent 1-2 punch in 2010 and both are bigger and faster. Franklin returns for his junior 
campaign after rushing for 1,127 yards. He showed tremendous burst in spring camp 
and seems poised for an all-conference season. Coleman, the thunder to Franklin's light- 
ning, averaged 5.9 yards per carry and added five touchdowns and is back as a savvy sen- 
ior. And then there are the young ones, sophomore Malcolm Jones and redshirt freshman 
Jordon James, both highly ranked backs from the class of ’10. Jones, the 2010 Gatorade 
National Player of the Year, is a strong, powerful back in the same mold as Coleman. James 
was an eye-opener in spring camp, displaying a burst into and out of holes that reminded 
some of former Bruin great Maurice Jones-Drew. 


RECEIVERS Last year, the entire receiving corps underperformed compared to their lofty 
expectations. Johnson, the new offensive coordinator, will also coach this position, and he 
has high expectations. “If you consistently are a guy who refuses to make the play you're 
supposed to make, then you will not play, plain and simple,” Johnson says. He definitely 
has talent to work with, starting with seniors Nelson Rosario and Taylor Embree. Rosario 
was hampered by injuries throughout last season but has the size and speed to excel. Josh 
Smith, Ricky Marvray and Randall Carroll all figure to be involved in the offense, as well. 
Between outstanding blocker Cory Harkey and sound pass-catcher Joseph Fauria, the tight 
end position is in good hands. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Expected to be a source of strength for the Bruins, the offensive 
line showed just how fickle the football gods can be. Spring ball quickly soured for UCLA 
with the loss of junior guard Jeff Baca to a broken ankle, just as Baca was rounding back 
into form after missing 2010 because of academic ineligibility. His status for fall camp is 
in doubt, and his return could be pushed into late September. For portions of spring the 
Bruins also lost starting center Kai Maiava, who returns from a broken ankle that sidelined 
him for the entire 2010 campaign, and senior left tackle Sean Sheller. Even with the serv- 
ices of returning starter Mike Harris and hulking sophomore Chris Ward, the line could 
not hold up in the absence of the three important cogs. Junior tackle Connor Bradford, 
a converted defensive lineman, talented-but-troubled sophomore guard Stan Hasiak and 
sophomore center Greg Capella were thrust into action in the spring and need to mature 


quickly. 
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| 2011 SCHEDULE _ 


Sept. 3 at Houston 
Sept. 10 San Jose State 
Sept. 17 Texas 

Sept. 24 at Oregon State 
Oct. 1 at Stanford 

Oct. 8 Washington State 
Oct. 20 at Arizona 

Oct. 29 California 
Nov. 5 Arizona State 
Nov, 12 at Utah 

Nov. 19 Colorado 

Nov. 26 at USC 


TAYLOR EMBREE 


ry R LUI INS 


Johnathan Franklin, RB Coming off a stand- 
out sophomore season, Franklin could be 
one of the nation’s best. 


Datone Jones, DE After missing a season be- 


cause of a broken foot, he’s frothing at the 
mouth to get back in the lineup. 

Patrick Larimore, MLB Showed flashes of 
brilliance before being sidelined with a 
shoulder injury in late October. 


WEV IT necrc 
REY LUSSES 


Rahim Moore, FS Production dipped after 
leading the nation in INTs as a sophomore, 
but he was the emotional leader. 

Akeem Ayers, OLB An absolute freak when 
healthy, Ayers will be difficult to replace. 
Kai Forbath, K Groza Award winner was one 
of the game's elite kickers while at UCLA. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


2007 


2008 = 2009 


Franklin: Peter Brouillet; Embree: Larry Smith 


FRANKLIN 


UCLA RB 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR — 83 Nelson Rosario (St.) 


WR 82 Taylor Embree (St.) 


10 Ricky Marvray (So.) 
3 Josh Smith (Sr.) 


LT 72 Sean Sheller (St.) 


70 Connor Bradford (Jr) 


LG 60 Jeff Baca (Jr) 


C 52 Kai Maiava (Sr.) 


RG 75 Chris Ward (So.) 

RT 65 Mike Harris (Sr.) 

TE 87 Cory Harkey (Sr.) 

QB _4 Kevin Prince (r) 

Te 2 Anthony Barr (So.) 


RB 23 Johnathan Franklin (jt.) 
DEFENSE (6) 


74 Stan Hasiak (S0.) _ 
64 Greg Capella (So.) 
71 Wade Yandall (Fr.) 


78 Brett Downey (jr.) 


8 Joseph Fauria (Jr) 
12 Richard Brehaut (jr.) 


7 Morrell Presley (jt) 


33 Derrick Coleman (Sr) 


DE 56 Datone jones (Jr.) _ 94 Owamagbe Odighizuwa (So,) 


DT 71 Cassius Marsh (S0.) 


OT 89 Nate Chandler (S.) 
DE 97 Damien Holmes (jt.) _ 


99 Justin Edison (St) 


9 Donovan Carter (Sr) 


96 luta Tepa (S0.) 


20 Glenn Love (Sr.) 


25 Isaiah Bowens (So.) 


30 Eric Kendricks (Fr) 


(B21 Aaron Hester (je) 


7 Courtney Viney (St.) 


(B 22 Sheldon Price (jr.) 


SS 6 Tony Dye (St) 
FS 1 Dietrich Riley (So.) 


8 Anthony Jefferson (Ft) 
__4 Stan McKay (So.) 
19 Dalton Hilliard (jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 Kip Smith (Fr.) 


wR_3 Joshsmith (St) 


P18 Jeff Locke (jr) 


PR 82 Taylor Embree (S1) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Bruins have re- 
cruited well in this area, and the defensive end 
spot, in particular, is starting to see the benefits 
ofa talent influx. Junior Datone Jones returns 
from a broken foot with a tremendous chip on 
his shoulder and a bounce in his step. After 
recording 11 tackles for a loss as a true sopho- 
more in 2009, Jones was expected to be among 
the Pac-10’s best last season. Now in the new 
Pac-12, the hopes are not diminished. The Bru- 
ins also have talented sophomore Owamagbe 
Odighizuwa and high-energy Damien Holmes 
and [uta Tepa on the outside. UCLA is a bit 
thinner in the middle, particularly after the de- 
parture of Brandon Willis back to North Car- 
olina, from where he transferred the season 
before. Sophomore Cassius Marsh was impres- 
sive as a true freshman and could be a step away 
from a true breakout year. New defensive line 
coach Inoke Breckterfield, who takes over for 
Todd Howard, was an All-Pac-10 pick at Ore- 
gon State and could work wonders with senior 
defensive tackles Nate Chandler and Justin Edi- 
son, who looked good in spring ball. 


LINEBACKERS Though nicked up for much 
of the season, Akeem Ayers was an absolute 
beast at times for UCLA. His departure to the 
NEL leaves a glaring hole at outside linebacker, 
one the Bruins are counting on sophomore Jor- 


dan Zumwalk to fill. Zumwalt played middle linebacker for much of last season after starter Patrick La- 
rimore suffered a season-ending shoulder injury, but the coaches love his talent and want him on the 
field. Larimore, meanwhile, looks nastier than ever, and he should provide a stabilizing presence for an 
oft-erratic defense. At 6'3", 253 pounds, Larimore is built like a truck and has the ideal temperament 
for a middle linebacker, one that needs to trickle down to the rest of the team. On the weak side, feisty 
Sean Westgate returns for his senior season after a surprising 2010 campaign. Westgate finished with 
90 tackles, tied for eighth in the Pac-10, and plays much bigger than his 5'11", 223-pound frame. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Rick Neuheisel 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 15-22 (3 years) 


CAREER RECORD: 81-52 (11 years) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Johnson 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Tresey 


LOCATION: Los Angeles, Calif. 
STADIUM: Rose Bowl (91,136) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Despite the loss of All-America free 


safety Rahim Moore, the Bruins return a veteran defensive 


backfield. The coaching staff believes senior strong safety 
Tony Dye is poised for a breakout year, and there are also 


high hopes for sophomore Dietrich Riley. Dalton Hilliard, 
Stan McKay, Tevin McDonald and Alex Mascarenas pro- 


vide tremendous depth at the position, one of UCLA's 
deepest. The cornerback spot, however, is under a bit 
brighter microscope, as junior starters Aaron Hester and 
Sheldon Price had uneven seasons in 2010. Both have elite 
speed but are still learning the nuances of the position, and they'll be pushed by senior Courtney 
Viney and redshirt freshman Anthony Jefferson. 


SPECIALISTS Redshirt freshman kicker Kip Smith, who must replace former Lou Groza Award 
winner Kai Forbath, was inconsistent in the spring. Smith will need to shore up his accuracy to fend 
off punter Jeff Locke, who also handles kickoffs. On punts, though, Locke has no equal, perhaps in 
the country. As a sophomore in 2010, Locke finished fifth nationally with a 45.8-yard average; he'll con- 
tend for the Ray Guy Award. The UCLA return game underperformed in 2010 but expects to thrive 
behind Josh Smith and Embree. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UCLA “Is this Rick Neuheisel’s final run? He’s coming off a four-win season and cer- 
tainly had a very busy offseason. Both coordinators — Norm Chow and Chuck Bullough — are gone, and he 
also fired wide receivers coach Reggie Moore. He has five new assistants this year and had more losses among 
his coaching staff than some teams lose starters. ... Like Chow, new offensive coordinator Mike Johnson brings 
with him NFL experience. New defensive coordinator Joe Tresey will be a huge hit there. He is one of the most 
underrated DC’s around. Fortunately for both guys, they'll have a lot of returning players to work with. ... Run- 
ning back Johnathan Franklin is solid. He’s a nice runner. They lost quarterback Kevin Prince halfway through 
last season. His return should be a benefit. ... | noticed Neuheisel brought in Jim Mastro from Nevada so the 
Bruins might be Pistol-heavy with the offense. Whatever scheme they end up with, | think it’s obvious that 
Neuheisel knows he needs significant improvement this fall if he wants to be around next season.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


RIGHT AT HOME Not only is Rick Neuheisel 
coaching at his alma mater, but he feels even 
more at home because of his new role as 
quarterbacks coach. The Bruins have gotten 
woeful play at the position during Neuheisel’s 
tenure, so in comes the head coach to fine- 
tune the unit. 


THE HUNDLEY EFFECT Freshman wunderkind 
quarterback Brett Hundley came to Westwood 
with great acclaim, regarded as the Bruins’ 
top recruit in nearly a decade. Even if Hundley 
does not end up starting, his mere presence 
will push Richard Brehaut and Kevin Prince. 


FAMOUS BLOODLINES Jerry Rice Jr, son of, 
well, you know, is a walk-on sophomore wide 
receiver for the Bruins. With the group thinned 
by injuries, he saw decent time during the 
team’s spring. 

QUITE FRANKLIN Coming off a 1,127-yard 
season as a sophomore, running back 
Johnathan Franklin has the most to gain this 
year. The Bruins brought in Nevada assistant 
Jim Mastro to help refine the Pistol offense, 
and Franklin has shown a noticeable kick from 
last year. 


SEAN WESTATE 
RISING STAR 


Running back Jordon 
James might not be 
the man of the 
house now — not 
with 1,100-yard 
tusher Johnathan 
Franklin still just a 
junior — but the red- 
shirt freshman from 
nearby Corona 
showed some dan- 
gerous moves in 
spring camp. He'll find his way onto the field 
somehow. 


Westgate: Peter Brouillet 


¥% 2011 ucLA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
11 Bell, Darius 511/230 Ir. San Francisco, CA 53. Amajoyi, Uche 6-1/265  -F._~—- San Bernardino, CA 
12 Brehaut, Richard 62/225 Ir Alta Loma, CA 49. Bryant, Derrick 6-3/249 Fr. Columbus, OH 
18 Crissman, Nick 63/226 jt. Surfside, CA 90 Carter, Donovan 61/305 ff. North Hills, CA 
15 Posthuma, Justin 61/182 Ft. Pasadena, CA 89 Chandler, Nate 65/298 Sr San Diego, CA 
4 Prince, Kevin 62/230 ff. Los Angeles, CA 99. Edison, Justin 6-4/292 St Inglewood, CA 
19 Schuh, Maxwell 6-4/202 Ft. Fresno, (A 98 Epenesa, Seali’i 62/323 So Walpahu, HI 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT (al HOMETOWN 57 Flowers, Wesley 6-4/264 Fr Fresno, CA 
33 Coleman, Derrick 6-0/233 St. Fullerton, CA 59 Graham, Keenan 62/250 So. las Vegas, NV 
23 Franklin, Johnathan 510/198 Jr. Los Angeles, (A 93 Hale, Tre 62/308 Fr, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6 James, Jordon 511/193 Corona, CA 97 Holmes, Damien 63/265 ff. Grand Terrace, CA 
28 Jones, Malcolm 6-0/227 So. Agoura Hills, CA 56 Jones, Datone 6-4/272 ff. Compton, CA 
71 Marsh, Cassius 6-4/295 So, Simi Valley, CA 
RECEIVERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN sy y 
1 Carroll, Randall 510/186 jr. Inglewood, cA 47 Medina, Ryan 63/235 It Oxnard, CA 
82 Embree, Taylor 63/205 St, Overland Park, KS. 94 Odighizuwa, Owamagbe 6-4/264 So Portland, OR 
19 Evans, Shaquelle 61/199 So. Inglewood, cA 96 ‘Tepa, luta 61/259 So Long Beach, CA 
9 Johnson, Jerry 6-4/213 J. Venice, CA LINEBACKERS HI/WT ic HOMETOWN 
29 Levy, Alex. 61/167 So. _ Ripon, (A 17 Allen, David 62/224 Jr. South Pasadena, CA 
10 Marvray, Ricky 511/190 So. Victorville, CA 58 Bowens, Isaiah 61/235 So. la Verne, (A 
88 Rice Jr, Jerry 5-11/186 So. Atherton, CA 55 Golper, Todd 6-0/240 So. Arcadia, CA 
83 Rosario, Nelson 6-5/218. St. Oceanside, (A 25 Hofmeister, Ryan 62/220 So. Riverside, CA 
27 Roth, Andrew 6-0/174 Ft Costa Mesa, CA 30 Kendricks, Eric 61/226 Ft Fresno, CA 
81 Slowey, Kyle 6-4/200 FF. Torrance, CA 48. Koster, jared 61/208 Ft. Norco, CA 
3. Smith, Josh 6-0/209 SF. Moorpark, CA 42. Larimore, Patrick 63/253 It. Santa Clarita, CA 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 20 Love, Glenn 6-4/219 St. Chandler, AZ 
2 Bart, Anthony 6-5/238 So, San Pedro, CA — 88 Olaniyan, Aramide 6-2/208 Fr. Bowie, MD 
89. Barrett, Jordan 62/257 So. ak Park, CA 52 Ruhl, Phillip 60/225 Ft. Stockton, CA 
8 Fauria, Joseph 67/258 Jt. Encino, CA 11. Westgate, Sean 511/223 Sr. Oak Park, CA 
32 Franco, Robert 6-0/230 So. __ San Pedro, CA 35 Zumwalt, Jordan 6-4/230 So. Huntington Beach, CA 
97 Gane, Luke 61/246 Fi. Huntington Beach, (A DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/Wr tt HOMETOWN 
87 Harkey, Cory 6-5/273 Sf. Chino Hills, CA 26 Abbott, Andre 
; , ; ¢ W 510/181 fr. Long Beach, CA 
90 Hill, Austin 6-5/252 je Los Alamitos, CA voir 
F ; 31 Baracio, Librado 58/175 Ft. Los Angeles, CA 
48 McDermott, Kevin 6-5/250 Jr. Nashville, TN 
¢ 32 Barut, Josh 6-0/188 FF. Seal Beach, CA 
7 Presley, Morrell 6-4/245 fr. Carson, CA 24. Dickmann, jeff 5-9/190 Woodland Kills, CA 
25 Thigpen, Damien 58/183 ff. Gainesville, VA ve 2) Seefite E co * ae A 
99 Yelich, Andrew 63/230 So, Newport each, Af De, [ONY y je ; thon fe 
5 Young, Joh 6-3/265 Fr. Redondo Beach, CA thy : i 
$5 fans. en ae rn text 19 Hilliard, Dalton 60/189. Mililani, HI 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL _ HOMETOWN Jefferson, Anthony 61/183 FF Los Angeles, CA 
60 Baca, Jeff 64/304 Jt,_——Mission Viejo, CA 45, Mascarenas, Alex 510/188 So. Mission Viejo, CA 
68 Barlow, Jay 62/303 Ft. San Diego, CA 42 Mcdonald, Tevin 60/194 Fr Fresno, (A 
69 Bentz, Blake 6-2/300 Fr. Bellewwe, WA g McKay, Stan 61/198 So, Long Beach, CA 
70 Bradford, Connor 65/278 i. Palmdale, CA ‘ iccion Vici 
Jee 40 Price, Dylan 5-9/206 FF. Mission Viejo, CA 
64 Capella, Greg 6-4/310 So. Visalia, CA ‘ ‘ ‘an Hi 
: 22 Price, Sheldon 62/178 Jf. Chino Hills, CA 
78 Downey, Brett 6-7/305 Ir. Altaville, CA 1 Riley, Dietrich 6-0/205 So Pasadena, CA 
67 Griffiths, Casey 6-4/292 So. Roseville, CA 4 : ‘ 
cute t 2 Sermons, Brandon 511/185 So Diamond Bar, CA 
65. Harris, Mike 6-5/334 St. Duarte, (A 
, ’ 10 Sublet, Ryan 6-3/196 Ir. Goleta, CA 
74 Hasiak, Stan» 6-5/301 So. Kapolei, HI 
23 Thompson, Anthony 6-1/208 Fr Montreal, QC 
63 Innes, Kody 6-4/285 Fr Scottsdale, AZ 7 Viney, Courtn 58/167 5 Fresno, CA 
51 Maiava, Kai 61/318 St. Wailuku, HI ney, ey 
58 Saultz, Sam 6-2/322 Ff. Huntington Beach, CA SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
72 Shelles, Sean 6-5/315 St. Walnut, CA 18 Locke, Jeff (P/K) 6-1/210 Jr Glendale, AZ 
75 Ward, Chris 6-4/325 So, Huntington Beach, CA 21 Roberts, Joe (K) 61/212 FF. Irvine, CA 
71 Yandall, Wade 6-4/329 Fr. Carson, CA 17. Smith, Kip (K) 6-0/218 Fr Broomfield, CO 
Jacob Brendel C 6-5 265 Plano, TX —_ Jerry Neuheisel QB 6-1 185 Los Angeles, CA 
Ryan Hofmeister LB 6-2 220 Riverside, CA Will Oliver OL 6-8 295 Brentwood, CA 
Brett Hundley QB 6-4 225 Chandler, AZ Mike Orloff 1B 6-2 205 Danvers, MA 
Kyle Lewis ATH 6-1 185 Downey, CA Sam Tai DE 6-4 264 Henderson, NV 
Devin Lucien WR 6-1 190 Encino, CA Brandon Tuliaupupu §=DT ~=6-1 296 Claremont, CA 
Steven Manfro RB 5-10 187 Castaic, CA Aaron Wallace 1B 6-4 230 San Diego, CA 
Conor McDermott OL 6-8 245 Nashville, TN Torian White T 6-6 280 Lakewood, CA 
Kevin McReynolds OT 6-2 281 Washington, DC Ben Wysocki G 65 280 Los Alamitos, CA 


Raymond Nelson TE 6-5 215 Modesto, CA 


After three consecutive classes rated among the best in the country, UCLA’s 2011 haul, which has only 17 signees, was ranked 
in the mid-40s by the recruiting services. The only saving grace? The one Bruins fans dubbed “The Savior” mere days after he 
verbally committed — quarterback Brett Hundley. Rated the No. 2 quarterback in the country by Scout.com, Hundley and his 
multi-dimensional talents were on display in the spring. Unlike 2010, when UCLA pulled in several players ranked in the top 
10 at their respective positions, there is a major drop-off after Hundley. Wide receiver Devin Lucien and defensive tackle Kevin 
McReynolds could blossom into early starters. Overall, the class has neither the quality nor depth that UCLA fans had become 
accustomed to from Rick Neuheisel. The Bruins’ class also includes Jerry Neuheisel, a quarterback and the son of the head coach. 
The younger Neuheisel was ranked a 3-star by Rivals.com and a 2-star by Scout.com. 


2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-8, 2-7 (PAC-10) 
Sept. 4 at Kansas State 
Sept. 11 Stanford 

Sept. 18 Houston 

Sept. 25 at Texas 

Oct. 2 Washington State 
Oct. 9 at California 
Oct. 21 at Oregon 

Oct. 30 Arizona 

Nov. 6 Oregon State 
Nov. 18 at Washington 
Nov. 26 at Arizona State 
Dec. 4 USC 
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2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame Pac-10 National 
Scoring 20.2 ppg «9 ~—104 
Rushing  175.6ypg 4 32 
Passing 141.1 ypg 10 116 


Total 316.7 ypg 10 100 
Defense PerGame Pac-10 National 
Scoring 30.3 ppg 9 86 
Rushing 205.5 ypg 9 108 
Passing 214.6 ypg 5 53 
Total 420.1 ypg = 9 94 

TO Margin Per Game Pat-10 National 
ai “O92 10.5 a2 

2010 

INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Richard Brehaut 212 119 1,296 6 7 
Kevin Prince 940 42384 3S 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Johnathan Franklin 214 1,127 5.3 8 
Derrick Coleman 82 487 5.9 5 
MalcolmJones 55 200 3.6 0 
Kevin Prince AS, 190602303 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
TaylorEmbree 32 409 12.8 0 
Nelson Rosario 29 309 10.7 1 
Ricky Marvray 20 188 9.4 2 
Randall Carroll 15 242 16.1 2 
KICKING: Kai Forbath, 13-18 FGs, 27-27 XPs, 
66 points 

TACKLES: Tony Dye, 96; Sean Westgate, 90 
SACKS: Two players tied with 4 
INTERCEPTIONS: Aaron Hester, 3; 


Akeem Ayers, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Johnathan Franklin, RB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Brett Hundley, QB 

TOP TARGET 

Taylor Embree, WR 
BULK CARRIER 
Johnathan Franklin, RB 
STOCK RISING 
Anthony Barr, TE 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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ia tcant really go that quickly, can it? One minute USC was sitting there, proudly bask- 

ing in the glow of a college football program widely considered the finest in the na- 
\ § tion. And the next minute, there the Trojans were, beaten down by NCAA penalties, 
m™ the departure ofa legendary coach and a roster that suddenly was as thin as some Hol- 
lywood starlets. 

After Pete Carroll’s remarkable 97-19 nine-year run, new Trojans coach Lane Kiffin had 
to scramble to squeeze out an 8-5 first season that bordered dangerously on the edge of 
mediocrity. In many ways, 2011 can be viewed as a bridge season, but the question is, 
where will that bridge lead? Back to the lofty confines of an 11-plus-victory, top-five-in-the- 
country finish? Or a plunge into the dark underbelly of the new Pac-12 Conference, strug- 
gling to even repeat last year’s disappointing third-place 5—4 finish? 

“We're anxious to return USC football to the level we think it belongs,” Kiffin says. In 
order to do that, he first will have to improve a defense that produced more than its share 
of horrific performances a year ago, allowing 400.1 yards per game, the most in recent 


school history. Three times, opponents piled up a staggering 500 or more yards against a 
unit directed by Monte Kiffin, Lane's 71-year-old father and one of the more distinguished 
defensive coordinators in America. Sure, family ties are one thing, but business is business. 
So maybe it wasn’t surprising that when the head coach was asked in the spring whether 
his defense would improve, he snapped: “It better. It can't get much worse.” 

A year ago, the Trojans had 53 lettermen returning. This year that total has dwindled 
to 36, only 25 of whom were on the season-ending two-deep chart. But that’s not to say 
there won't be any talent on the roster this fall. The Trojans still have plenty of athletes, 
buoyed by 14 returning starters, including ever-improving quarterback Matt Barkley, 
exciting wide receiver Robert Woods, a potential all-conference safety in T.J. McDon- 
ald, as well as a recruiting class once again ranked among the finest in the country. 

But besides the questionable defense, a young, raw offensive line remains a major 
problem. An imposing schedule doesn’t help, either, with two of the most difficult 
games, against Oregon and Notre Dame, on the road. But Kiffin, who doesn’t lack for 
confidence, sounds excited. “It’s the first year of the Pac-12 and it should be a very in- 
triguing season with Utah and Colorado coming in,” he says. “We have all BCS teams 
on our schedule. It should be very unique and challenging.” To say the least. 


OU; ACKS In his third year as a starter, Barkley is a junior capable of joining the 
elite passers in the nation. He completed 62.6 percent of his passes a year ago, and his touch- 
down to interception ratio (26-to-12) was dramatically better, although he still hasn‘t fully 
shaken his penchant for throwing footballs into a crowd. His arm and leadership qualities 
remain-unquestioned, however, and although some of his receivers won't be as experienced, 
he could be throwing to a group with the highest skill set he has seen yet. If his new, still- 
learning blockers can give him time, Barkley could have a big season. His backups include 
redshirt freshman Jesse Scroggins and a couple of highly regarded freshmen, Cody Kessler 
and Max Wittek. 


RUNNING BACKS The era of the bottomless tailback depth seems over at USC. But there 
are still plenty of good-looking backs capable of breaking a game open. Gifted senior Marc 
Tyler, who rushed for 913 yards on a 5.3 average and nine TDs, is the likely starter. Dil- 
lon Baxter, a sophomore who never quite lived up to his extensive hype a year ago, and Cur- 
tis McNeal, a stubby junior who was ineligible last year, will provide versatility off the 
bench. The one to watch, though, is D.J. Morgan, a flashy redshirt freshman and the fastest 
of the group. He shined in the spring. Fullback is a mystery position, with freshman Soma 
Vainuku the only non-walk-on listed on the roster. 


RECEIVERS Woods, who was a Freshman All-American and the Pac-10 Offensive Fresh- 
man of the Year, quickly established himself as the team’s most exciting player a year ago, 
when he caught 65 passes for 792 yards and six TDs and was a consistent threat returning 
kicks. He is likely to take over as Barkley’s go-to guy this season. Senior Brandon Carswell 
and sophomores Markeith Ambles and De’Von Flournoy will compete for the other spot, 
although the buzz is that wo newcomers, George Farmer and Kyle Prater, will leap im- 
mediately into the mix. Farmer, a bigger, faster freshman clone of Woods from the same 
high school, should make a quick impact, while the 6'5" Prater only needs to stay healthy 


ATHLON SPORTS 


| 2011 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Minnesota 
Sept. 10 Utah 

Sept. 17 Syracuse 
Sept. 24 at Arizona State 
Oct. 1 Arizona 

Oct. 13 at California 
Oct. 22 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 29 Stanford 
Nov. 4 at Colorado 
Nov. 12 Washington 
Nov. 19 at Oregon 
Nov. 26 UCLA 


Matt Barkley, QB If he eae improving, 
Barkley can be one of the best quarterbacks 
in the country. 

Robert Woods, WR Mr. Excitement as a 
Freshman All-America receiver, and he fig- 
ures to only get better. 

TJ. McDonald, FS He's the leader and best 
tackler on a defense that needs to improve 
ipa 


Ronald johetea,y WR He was Barkley’s go-to 
guy and a nationally ranked punt returner. 
Stanley Havili, FB Was considered the team’s 
best all-around player in 2010. 

Jurrell Casey DT An All-Pac-10 tackle, he was 
easily the best player on defense last fall. 


2007 2009 2010 


2006 


2008 


Barkley, Woods: Peter Brouillet 


21 Kyle Prater (Fr) 
80 Brandon Carswell (Sr) 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 2 Robert Woods (So.) 


WR 88 George Farmer (Fr.) 


0 75 Matt Kalil (jr.) 70 Aundrey Walker (Ft) 


ig 59 John M Martinez (So.) 

C 78 Khaled Holmes (j.)_ 
RG 72 Martin Coleman (St) 
RT 77 Kevin Graf (So.) 


TE 40 Rhett Ellison (St.) 
QB 7 Matt Barkley (Jr.)_ 


74 Jeremy Galten (Jr.) 


50 Abe Markowitz (Ie) 


69 Cyrus Hobbi (Fr) 


BB David Garness (jr) 


15 Jess Scroggins (Ft.) 


89 Christian Thomas (S0.) 


FB O31 “Soma Vainuku (Fr.) 


1 26 - Marc Tyler 6) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 8 Nick Perry (Jr.) 

DT 90 George Uko (Fr.) 
or 44 christian Tupou (St) 
DE 96 Wes Horton (Jr) 
OB 54 Chris Galippo (Sr.) 
MLB 42 Devon Kennard (Jr.)_ 


34 Dj. Morgan (Ft) 


81 Kevin Greene (So.) 
4 Armond ‘Armstead (51) 
98 Dajohn | Harris (St) 

93 Greg Townsend, Jr (Ff) 


10 Hayes Pullard (F.) 


55 Lamar Dawson (Fr.) 


48 Hunter Simmons (So.) 


23 Shane Horton (St.)_ 
30 Brian Baucham (jr.) 
4 Torin Harris (So.) 
uM Demetrius Wright (So.) 
29 Jawanza Starling (jr) 


OLB 53 Marquis Simmons (So. je 
(B21 Nickell Robey (So.) 


(B 34 Tony Burnett (Jr.) 


SS 27 Marshall Jones (St.) _ 


FS 7 TJ. McDonald (r.)_ 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 48 Andre Heidari (Fr.)_ 


KR 2 Robert Woods (So.) 


P35 Kris s Albarado (Fr.) 


PR 22 Cutis McNeal ie) 


to become a quality possession receiver. Rhett 
Ellison is the clear-cut leader at tight end, fol- 
lowed by three young candidates, sophomore 
Christian Thomas and redshirt freshmen Xavier 
Grimble and Randall Telfer. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN You might as well hold 
up a cardinal and gold danger sign here. No 
fewer than five players with starting experience 
are gone, including All-Pac-10 tackle Tyron 
Smith and three-year starters Kristofer O’ Dowd 
at center and Butch Lewis at guard. Only left 
tackle Matt Kalil and Khaled Holmes, switching 
from guard to center, have had substantial play- 
ing time. Senior Martin Coleman is the likely 
starter at right guard, talented sophomore John 
Martinez is the frontrunner at left guard and 
sophomore Kevin Graf, recovering from shoul- 
der surgery, is penciled in at right tackle. Abe 
Markowitz and Giovanni Di Poalo should pro- 
vide depth, along with junior college transfers 
David Garness and Jeremy Galten. The fresh- 
man to keep an eye on is guard Cyrus Hobbi. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN If there is a 
strength in the defense, it’s on the line. 
There are five players with starting ex- 
perience, although Armond Armstead, 
with the ability to be the best of them, is ques- 
tionable after suffering apparent heart problems 
in the spring. Nick Perry and Wes Horton are 


a couple of solid, pass-rushing ends. Christian Tupou, George Uko and Armstead, if he makes it back, 
will provide a good rotation at defensive tackle. DaJohn Harris and Kevin Greene are the likely back- 
ups, with Greg Townsend Jr. and Antwaun Woods among four prep All-Americans waiting their turn. 


LINEBACKERS ‘Two starters are back, but is that good news or bad, considering the way opposing of- 
fenses rummaged through the Trojans for gobs of yardage a year ago? Chris Galippo and Devon Ken- 
nard, who shared starts at middle linebacker, both return. Kennard will start in the middle, while 

Galippo slides outside. Marquis Simmons is the frontrun- 


HEAD COACH: Lane Kiffin 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-5 (1 year) 

CAREER RECORD: 15-11 (2 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lane Kiffin 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Monte Kiffin 
LOCATION: Los Angeles, Calif. 

STADIUM: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum (93,607) 


ner to be the other starter, although he'll be pressed by Shane 
Horton, Hayes Pullard, Ross Cumming and junior college 
transfer Dallas Kelley. Lamar Dawson, a highly regarded 
freshman who was a prep All-American in Kentucky, could 
also play his way into the rotation. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Can anybody here make an open field 
tackle? It didn’t seem like it a year ago, so it’s no surprise 
tackling was stressed in the spring. The result is that Nick- 


ell Robey, a pesky sophomore who started last year, is likely 


to be joined at cornerback by junior Tony Burnett, a former walk-on who was one of the spring's surest 
tacklers. T.J. Bryant, Brian Baucham and Torin Harris are all athletic and figure in the mix. McDonald 
should be a star and one of the defense’s leaders at free safety, with Marshall Jones, Jawanza Starling 
and Demetrius Wright competing at strong safety. 


SPECIALISTS Assistant John Baxter made startling improvements in this unit in his first season. 


Now he begins with a strong-legged freshman, Andre Heidari, as his likely placekicker and Kris Al- 
barado, another freshman, as his punter. Heidari will kick off. The return game will feature Woods, 


McNeal and, in all probability, the freshman Farmer, among others. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP USC “They're still loaded. They still have the best talent, top to bottom. They have 
the horses. They have the ability talent-wise to win every game. It’s one guy after another. And you have to 
think with their second year in the system with (Lane) Kiffin and Monte Kiffin that they'll be that much more 
acclimated to what they are doing. ... | was interested to see how they would respond mentally throughout 
the season to last year’s bowl ban. Now having to go through that for a second consecutive year, | just wonder 
if that wears on them, especially after a loss. ... What really surprised me most about them was the porous 
defense under Monte Kiffin. He’s forgotten more than what a lot of us have ever known, but they really, really 
struggled on defense. They were among the worst defenses in the league. ... They return a pretty good nu- 
cleus, especially on offense with quarterback Matt Barkley. He is an outstanding player and leader. He'll also 
benefit from having wide receiver Robert Woods and tailback Marc Tyler back as well.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


STILL BOWL INELIGIBLE Lane Kiffin enters 
his second season unable to go to a bowl 
game because of an NCAA penalty for viola- 
tions dating to previous coaching staff. “It’s 
difficult, but we're trying to make the best of 
the situation,” Kiffin says. 


LUCKY SEVEN USC’s 2011 schedule includes 
seven teams that played in bowls a year ago. 
But for the first time since 2000, the Trojans 
will play seven home games, including their 
first three of the season. 

GILMORE GUY The newest addition to Kiffin’s 
staff is wide receivers coach Ted Gilmore, who 
arrives after coaching wide receivers and serv- 
ing as the recruiting coordinator at Nebraska. 


HEISMAN HOPEFUL? Matt Barkley could cer- 


tainly move into the Heisman mix if the Tro- 
jans begin winning consistently. He finished 
with 26 TD passes a year ago and had two 
games in which he threw for five scores each. 


SPECIAL PLAYS In assistant coach John Bax- 
ter’s first season, the Trojans’ special teams 
improved immeasurably, blocking seven kicks 
and punts and returning both a kickoff and a 
punt for a touchdown. 


1. McDONALD 
RISING STAR 


Wide receiver 
George Farmer is in 
the electrifying mold 
of Robert Woods and 
a graduate of the 
same high school. At 
6'2" and 200 
pounds, the true 
freshman’s height, 
weight and speed 
ratio “is off the 
charts,” according to 
coach Lane Kiffin. No one will be surprised if 
Farmer starts opposite Woods. 


—— 


McDonald: Peter Brouillet; Farmer: Scout.com 


pe 2011 USC ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

7 Barkley, Matt 
14 Kan, Brett 

18 Manoogian, John 
16 Neyer, Anthony 
17 Saee, Emon 

15 Scroggins, Jesse 


RUNNING BACKS 

28 Baxter, Dillon 

22 McNeal, Curtis 
34 Morgan, DJ. 

48 Simmons, Hunter 
26 Tyler, Marc 


RECEIVERS 

84 Ambles, Markeith 
49 Boyer, Robbie 
80 Carswell, Brandon 
25 Curry, Nic 

10 Flournoy, De‘Von 
37 McGuigan, Tim 
41 Noble, Kevin 

21 Prater, Kyle 

2 Woods, Robert 
39 Wright, James 


TIGHT ENDS 

87 Childs, Eric 

40 Ellison, Rhett 

86 Grimble, Xavier 
82 Telfer, Randall 
89 Thomas, Christian 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
72 Coleman, Martin 
63 Di Poalo, Giovanni 
77 Graf, Kevin 

76 Guertler, Nathan 
78 Holmes, Khaled 
75. Kalil, Matt 

68 Kim, Patrick 

50 Markowitz, Abe 
59 Martinez, John 
79 Yobo, Peter 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
94 Armstead, Armond 
67 Grady, Tyler 


HI/WT 

62/220 
62/205 
6-0/215 
6-2/200 
6-2/200 
63/205 

HT/WT 
6-0/195 
5-1/185 
6-0/175 
6-1/245 
511/230 


HI/WT 
62/215 
6-0/180 
61/195 
511/190 
6-0/185 
6-0/165 
62/185 
6-5/210 
61/185 
540/175 


HI/WT 
6-4/230 
6-5/245 
6-6/245 
6-4/230 
6-3/240 
HT/WT 
6-5/335 
6-6/295 
6-6/300 
6-5/265 
6-4/300 
67/295 
6-3/305 
6-1/285 
6-2/290 
6-5/235 
HT/WT 
6-5/295 
61/250 


2011 SIGNEES 


Kris Albarado 
Javorious Allen 
Victor Blackwell 
Charles Burks 
Amir Carlisle 
Lamar Dawson 
Steve Dillon 
George Farmer 
Jeremy Galten 
David Garness 
Andre Heidari 
Ryan Henderson 
Christian Heyward 
Cyrus Hobbi 
Dallas Kelley 
Cody Kessler 


Considering the current NCAA sanctions the team is working under, this might be the Trojans’ most remarkable recruiting 
class. Most scouting services ranked it among the top five in the nation. It is led by such prep All-Americans as George Farmer 
at wide receiver, Cyrus Hobbi at guard, Lamar Dawson at linebacker, placekicker Andre Heidari and quarterbacks Max Wittek 
and Cody Kessler. As usual, it has a strong core of California-based athletes, but coach Lane Kiffin, recruiting coordinator Ed | 
Orgeron and the staff also landed such top-ranked players as Hobbi, Dawson, offensive tackle Aundrey Walker, linebacker An- 
thony Sarao, tailback Javorious Allen and punter Kris Albarado from out of state. Freshmen rarely get a shot to make an im- | 
mediate impact, but because of the Trojans’ current roster shortage, Farmer, Hobbi, Heidari and Albarado all appear to have 


P 
RB 
WR 
LB 
RB 
LB 
DE 
WR 
OL 
ol 


LB 
QB 


5-11 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 
5-10 
6-2 
63 
6-1 
6-4 
6-5 
5-11 
5-10 
62 
6-3 
6-0 
62 


200 
205 
185 
220 
180 
235 
265 
205 
285 
290 
190 
170 
275 
275 
230 
220 


an excellent chance to start. 


cL HOMETOWN 81 Greene, Kevin 63/250 So. Oakland, CA 
Ji Newport Beach, CA 98 Harris, Dajohn 674/305 Sr. Inglewood, CA 
St. Honolulu, Hl 96 Horton, Wes 6-5/260 fr. Chatsworth, CA 
Jt Los Angeles, (A 92. Kusnir, Zack 65/255 ‘Sr, La Jolla, CA 
Fr. Palm Desert, CA Perry, Nick 63/250 fr. Detroit, MI 
J. Calabasas, CA 44 Tupou, Christian 62/290 St. Sacramento, CA 
A Lakewood, CA 99 ko, George 6-4/300 Fr. chino, CA 
a HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HI/WE CL HOMETOWN 
So. ee eae 57 Alonso, Augusto 62/2200 fr Omaha, NE 
3 gneae cq 51 Andrew, Will 6-2/225 So. Huntington Beach, CA 
Hs bas vals cq 18 Bailey, Dion 61/195 Fi Lakewood, (A 
ei aaese ca 46 cumming, Ross 61/230 Sr. Laguna Niguel, (A | 
: 28 Freeman, Luke 5-10/200 So. Westlake Village, CA 
cL HOMETOWN 54. Galippo, Chris 62/250 Sr. Corona, (A 
So. McDonough, GA 23 Horton, Shane 6-0/220 Sr. Chatsworth, (A | 
jt. Newport Beach, CA 47 Kennard, Devon 63/250 Phoenix, AZ | 
Sf. Milpitas, CA 49 pullard, Hayes 62/225 Ft, Inglewood, CA 
Es ren ae 50 Rittenour, Austin 6-0/190 fr Concord, CA 
s Obici ny 53. Simmons, Marquis 61/215 So, Compton, (A | 
¥ si 36. Vehikite, Simione 6-0/220 So, Kapolei, HI 
Fr. Maywood, iL DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 
50. Carson, CA 9 Ashton, Taylor 58/175 Sr. Mission Viejo, CA 
fe Culver City, CA 30 Baucham, Brian 511/175 jp. Torrance, CA 
16 Brown, Anthony 6-0/185 FF. Rialto, (A 
a HOMETOWN ‘ ‘ 
It Cypress, CA 38 Bryant, T,. 6-0/180 Sr. Tallahassee, FL 
St Portola Valley, ca 34 Burnett, Tony 61/195 ft. Watts, CA 
Fr. Las Vegas, NV 25 Hall, Patrick 6-0/190 FF. Oxnard, CA 
Fr. Rancho Cucamonga, cA 47. Harbin, James 510/175 St. Los Angeles, CA 
$0. Palmdale, CA J Hae sad ; Shs me las ree 
jones, Marsha! 1/1 f, Agoura Hills, 
e fata boca 19 McAllister, Drew 61/195 It Danville, CA 
Fi, Ventura) a? McDonald, T,. 63/205 jr. Fresno, CA 
60. Agoura Hills, a 4 Noble, Allen 6-0/185 St. Denver, (0 | 
Fr Norco, a 21. Robey, Nickell 5-8/165 So. Frostproof, FL | 
It santa Ana, cA 26 Roepke, Boomer 58/185 St. Reno, NV 
Jr Corona, CA 49 Rojas, William 510/175 Sr. Granada Hills, CA 
Fr. Chino Hills, CA 22 Romness, Cody 511/175 ft. Palm Desert, CA 
Ir Hawaii Kai, HI 29 Starling, Jawanza 61/195 fp. Tallahassee, FL 
$0. Murray, Ut 24 Wright, Demetrius 61/205 So. Corona, CA 
St. New Brunswick, NJ} speciauists HI/WE CL HOMETOWN 
cL HOMETOWN 46 McMahon, Craig (K) 62/180 Fr. Bakersfield, CA 
St. Sacramento, CA 35 Negrete, Kyle (P) 6-0/210 fr. Fresno, CA 
St. Beverly Hills, CA 62. Pousson, Chris (LS) 6-4/240 Sr. San Diego, CA 
Lake Charles, LA Marqise Lee WR 6-0 190 Gardena, (A 
Tallahassee, FL Tre Madden (8 6-0 220 Mission Viejo, (A | 
__ Santa Ana, CA Marcus Martin OL 63 340 Los Angeles, CA 
Huntington Beach, CA peter McBride 1S 62 210 Paradise Valley, AZ | 
Sunnyvale, CA junior Pomee TE 6-3 235 Moreno Valley, CA 
Rls A Anthony Sarao 1B 6-0 210 Absecon, NJ 
pet cq, Tava DL 6-2 270 Manhattan Beach, CA 
san Mateo, CA Cody Temple OL 62 280 Bakersfield, CA 
Anchorag si ax Steg Townsend Jr. DL 6-3 275 Beverly Hills, CA 
Bakersfield. ca Soma Vainuku FB 6-2 255 Eureka, CA 
Moreno Valley, CA Aundrey Walker OL 6-6 375 Cleveland, OH 
San Diego, (A —_DeVante Wilson DL 6-4 235 Corona, CA 
Scottsdale, AZ Max Wittek QB 6-4 205 Santa Ana, CA 
Norco, CA Antwaun Woods OL 6-1 325 Woodland Hills, CA 
Bakersfield, CA _ Isiah Wiley DB 6-1 185 West Monroe, LA | 


2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 8-5, 5-4 (PAC-10) 
Sept. 2 at Hawaii W 49-36 
Sept. 11- Virginia Wo 17-14 
Sept. 18 at Minnesota W 32-21 
Sept. 25 at Washington State W 50-16 
Oct. 2 Washington es 32 
Oct. 9 at Stanford L 3537 
Oct. 16 California Wo 48-14 
Oct. 30 Oregon tL 3253 
Nov. 6 Arizona State W 34-33 
Nov. 13 at Arizona W 24-21 
Nov. 20 at Oregon State L 7-36 
Nov. 27 Notre Dame L 16-20 
Dec. 4 at UCLA W 28-14 
2010 RANKINGS 
Scoring 31.0 ppg 4 37 
Rushing 189.3 ypg 3 25 
Passing 242.2 ypg 5 41 
Total 431.5 ypg 4 26 
Scoring 26.7ppg 6 63 
Rushing 140.5 ypg 6 49 
Passing 259.5 ypg 10 109 
Total 400.1 ypg 7 84 
+4 +031 4 36 

2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Matt Barkley 377 236 2,791 26 12 
Mitch Mustain 73 41 348 1 1 
RUSHING AlT YDS AVG TD 
Marc Tyler ATA 1 91305,32 9 
Allen Bradford 110 794 7.2 5 
CJ. Gable 53 253 48 1 
DillonBaxter 59 252 43 1 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Robert Woods 65 792 12.2 6 
Ronald Johnson 64 692 108 8 
Stanley Havili 32 396 124 2 
Rhett Ellison ralmeres TA teed 


KICKING: Joe Houston, 10-16 FGs, 43-43 
XPs, 73 points 

TACKLES: TJ. McDonald, 89; Malcolm Smith, 78 
SACKS: Jurtell Casey, 4.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Nickell Robey, 4; 


TJ. McDonald, 3 é : 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Matt Barkley, QB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
George Farmer, WR 
TOP TARGET 

Robert Woods, WR 
BULK CARRIER 

Marc Tyler, RB 
MEDICAL RISK 

Kyle Prater, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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PAC-12 SOUTH 
PREDICTION 


ne glance at Utah's schedule drives home the point that this season will be unlike €£ULL DUPE 
any in the Utes’ history. Longtime rival BYU is booked for the third game of the 


season and Colorado, an opponent the Utes have not faced in nearly 50 years, oc- Sept. 1 Montana State 
cupies BYU’s traditional slot on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Sept. 10 at USC 
That’s because Utah is joining Colorado as the newest members of the Pac-12 Confer- Sept. 17 at BYU 
ence, increasing the level of competition and creating new rivalries. “The bar has been Oct. 1 Washington 
raised,” says Utes coach Kyle Whittingham, citing the challenge of competing with those Oct. 8 Arizona State 
schools in facility improvements and recruiting. = ' Oct. 15 at Pittsburgh 
The Utes have performed well in recent years with intermittent games against teams in Oct. 22 at Californi 
their new league, bue Whittingham says the week-after-week intensity of Pac-12 play is so at California 
another issue. It helps that Whittingham has hired veteran offensive coordinator Norm Oct. 29 Oregon State 
Chow, who's familiar with Utah’s new opponents after spending seven of the past 10 sea- Nov. 5 at Arizona 
sons at USC and UCLA. Nov. 12 UCLA 
THE VERDICT . ° # Washington State 
Nov. 26 Colorado 


2011 PROJECTION: 7-5, 6-3 PAC-12 


With no standout team in the South, the Utes could make some noise. Quarterback Jordan Wynn 
needs to return to full health following shoulder surgery, and the Utes need to find someone to run 
the ball effectively. Although the secondary is a concern, the front seven should be solid. Utah also 
catches a break on the schedule, avoiding Stanford and Oregon. Depth is a big concern for the 
Utes, especially playing in a tougher conference. While the Utes may not win the South this year, a 
winning season is likely. POSTSEASON: KRAFT FIGHT HUNGER BOWL VS. ARMY 


QUARTERBACKS Chow was ata disadvantage in installing his offense during spring drills, 
because shoulder surgery in December kept quarterback Jordan Wynn from full-scale 
throwing. Wynn impressed Chow with his ability to learn the scheme, however. “What 
you see is he’s sitting in a meeting and he’s almost bored, because we're not going fast 
enough,” Chow says. “You say it one time and he gets it.” Wynn is 11-4 over parts of two 
seasons as the starter, but struggled in November losses to TCU and Notre Dame, was 
benched in the third quarter before salvaging a 17—16 win against BYU and missed the 
loss to Boise State in the Maaco Bowl Las Vegas with his shoulder injury. His comeback 
is vital, because the Ute running backs are unproven and his backups lack experience. 
Wynn should be fully healthy when practice resumes in August, and he expects to thrive 
in Chow's West Coast offense, a departure from the Utes’ spread attack. “It definitely is 

a whole new offense,” Wynn says. “There's nothing that’s the same. But it’s not that dif- 
ficult to pick up.” 


RUNNING BACKS Eddie Wide and Matt Asiata combined for 1,412 rushing yards as 
seniors sharing the job in a one-back scheme. They're gone, and so is every other player 
who carried the ball as a running back last season, The irony is that Chow intends to 
emphasize rushing more than before. “IF we're going to play in this league, we have to 

be able to run the ball,” he says. The bulk of the carries should go to two players who en- 
rolled in January, junior college transfer John White IV and Salt Lake Valley prep star Har- 
vey Langi. White rushed for 1,491 yards at Los Angeles Harbor College last season, and 
Langi posted 1,399 yards for Bingham High School’s unbeaten team. Former rugby star 
Thretton Palamo was Utah’s leading rusher in the first spring scrimmage. Chow's scheme 
will employ a fullback, which was not part of the spread offense. Karl Williams and Jake 
Murphy will compete for time at that position. 


DEVONTE CHRISTOPHER 


Tony Bergstrom, OL Did not allow a sack in 
12 regular-season games. 

Brian Blechen, LB Signed as a quarterback, 
led Utes with four interceptions as a fresh- 
man safety. 

Jordan Wynn, QB Threw 17 TD passes as a 


RECEIVERS DeVonte Christopher, originally a quarterback, emerged as a big-play receiver sophomore, despite missing three games. 


last season with 39 catches for a 16.9-yard average and six touchdowns. Aside from him, 
Utah returns no wide receiver who caught more than four passes. So while there's some tal- 
ent in the program, it is unproven. Dres Anderson is a redshirt freshman who had a strong 
spring, and Reggie Dunn showed his ability by rushing for two touchdowns on reverses and 
returning a kickoff 100 yards for another score. Tight end is a staple of Chow’s passing 
game, and Kendrick Moeai should have a much bigger role after 11 catches last season as 
a sophomore. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 1n their first season as Pac-12 members, the Utes should have one 
of the league's top offensive tackle tandems. Right tackle Tony Bergstrom did not allow a 
sack in 12 regular-season games as a junior and is an intelligent, dependable player. Left 
tackle John Cullen’s absence was noticeable in a bowl game loss to Boise State, as the Utes 
were held to three points and 200 total yards when he was sidelined with an arm injury. 
He's an aggressive player who stepped in immediately as a junior college transfer. Three-year 
starter Zane Taylor will be missed at center, where two-year starting guard Tevita Stevens 
has moved to replace him. Sam Brenner, who struggled while filling in for Cullen in the 
bowl game, will play left guard, his natural position, while Percy Taumoelau replaces Stevens 
at right guard. The Utes’ offensive consistency will be tested by Pac-12 defenses. The Utes 
ranked 52nd in total offense with 389.0 yards per game, and were inept against quality de- 
fenses. In three defeats, Utah averaged 221.3 yards. 


Shaky Smithson, WR/RS Valuable weapon in 
the return game will be missed on special 
teams. 

Brandon Burton, CB Dependable in the sec- 
ondary; blocked a field goal to preserve a 
win vs. BYU. 

Jereme Brooks, WR Led team with 51 recep- 
tions, including seven vs. Colorado State. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Pea 
S 
= 
=) 
= 
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POINSETTIA 
Wynn, Christopher; Peter Brouillet 


ATHLON SPORTS 


DEPTH CHART 


Anthony Denham (Jr.) 
14 Reggie Dunn (Jr) 
56 Kapua Sai (So.) 


76 Jeremiah Tofaeono (So.)_ 
64 Vyncent Jones (50.) 

57 Isaac Asa (Ft) 
78 Daniel Nielson (Fr.) 
80 Westlee Tonga (So.) 
8 Tyler Shreve (Fr) 
82 Jake Murphy (Fr) _ 


15 John White (jr.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Utah's defensive line ro- 
tation is so deep that standing out is difficult. 
Nose tackle Star Lotulelei’s name can only help 
him in that regard. He emerged late last season, 
starting the final three games and establishing 
himself as a disruptive force. The Utes again 
will use 10 or more linemen at the four posi- 
tions. Right end Derrick Shelby is another pro- 
ductive player, having made 39 tackles 
(including 6.5 for a loss) as a junior. Two other 
seniors, end Tevita Finau and tackle James 
Aiono, are expected to make an impact as for- 
mer junior college transfers who now have 
learned the system. The line helped Utah rank 
11th nationally in rushing defense, allowing 
only 111.7 yards. 


LINEBACKERS Brian Blechen outgrew his 
safety position after making a big impact as a 
freshman. He moves to linebacker, where his 
roaming, hard-hitting style should suit him just 
as well. “He’s really tough and he’s really smart, 
so he’s actually learned all three (linebacker) po- 
sitions,” says defensive coordinator Kalani 
Sitake. Even though he’s a sophomore playing 
a new position, Utah considers Blechen an All- 
America candidate. That move makes Utah 
even more loaded at linebacker. Chaz Walker 
and Matt Martinez return after combining for 
12.5 tackles for a loss and ranking 1-2 on the 
team in total tackles. The coaches view J.J. Williams as a starter, even though he missed most of last 
season with an injury. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary is an obvious area of concern, with junior cornerback Brandon Bur- 
ton’s departure to the NFL meaning that Utah lost all four starters. Sitake has confidence in corner- 
backs Conroy Black and Ryan Lacy, who have played a lot, particularly in packages involving extra 
defensive backs. The corners are vital to Utah’s defense, which relies on man-to-man coverage outside. 
Safety is another issue. Junior college transfer Keith McGill is likely to take.one starting position dur- 
ing practice in August, while sophomore Michael Walker 
TEAM INFORMATION ics to grab the other spot. The Utes must face USC's Matt 
HEAD COACH: Kyle Whittingham, Barkley and BYU’s Jake Heaps in the first three weeks of the 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 57-20 (6 years) season, so the secondary’s maturation is critical. Partly be- 
CAREER RECORD: 57-20 (6 years) cause Utah's run defense was so stout, opponents passed for 
CRE SNE ARENAS: NOC SION, 225.2 yards per game last season, when the Utes gave up 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kalani Sitake ? re 
LOCATION: Salt Lake City, Utah more big plays than they traditionally have. Overall, the 
STADIUM: Rice-Eccles Stadium (45,017) Utes ranked 27th in total defense, allowing 336.9 yards. 
“Coach Whittingham is a defensive guy, so the expectations 
have always been high,” Sitake says. 


SPECIALISTS Joc Phillips was a dependable field goal kicker who also took over the punting duties 
late last season, so he will be missed. Nick Marsh will continue to handle kickoffs, while Coleman 
Petersen earned the field goal job in the spring. Sean Sellwood returns as the punter after averaging 
41.0 yards, but he was replaced last year after getting three punts blocked. The Utes must replace 
Shaky Smithson, who led the country in punt returns with a 19.1-yard average and scored two 

touchdowns. Dunn proved himself as a kickoff returner with a 100-yard runback at Iowa State. An- 

derson will be tried as a punt returner. 


SCOUTING THE UTES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UTAH “Kyle Whittingham has already proven to have success (against teams from 
the Pac-12), so | don’t think that is a big step for the Utah program. | think the Mountain West Conference has 
been playing at a BCS level for a number of years now, so | don’t think Utah will be overwhelmed moving into 
the Pac-12. ... The thing with Utah is they recruit good quarterbacks. They always have guys that fit what they 
do. ... | think the key to their defense is they have athletic corners who free up their safeties to drop down 
into run defense. | think it'll be important that they replace (Brandon) Burton, who declared for the NFL a year 
early. You've got to be able to throw deep on them to soften their safeties if you want to be able to run the 
ball. ... Utah prides itself on being a very physical football team that runs the football. ... | think the formula 
they have works, They have very good skill guys. Their receivers and defensive backs the last few years have 
all been very good.” 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 10 DeVonte Christopher (jr.) 
WR 87 Dres Anderson (Fr) 
{77 John Cullen (Sr.)_ 

1G 74 Sam Brenner (Jr.) 

C 454 Tevita Stevens (jr.) 
RG 79 Percy Taumoelau (S0.) 
RT 70 Tony Bergstrom (Sr.) 

TE 81 Kendrick Moeai ({r.) 

QB 3 Jordan Wynn (Jr.) 

FB 37 Karl Williams (So.) 

RB 21 Harvey Langi (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE _ 97 Tevita Finau (Sr.) 

DT 91 James Aiono (St.) 
NT 92 Star Lotulelei (jr.) 
DE 90 Derrick Shelby (Sr) 
RLB 52 Matt Martinez (Sr.) 
MLB 32 Chaz Walker (Sr.) 
SLB 4 Brian Blechen (So.) 
(B 26 Ryan Lacy (Jr.)_ 

(B 9 Conroy Black (Sr.) 
SS 15 Michael Walker (So.) 
FS _ Keith McGill (jt. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 92 Coleman Petersen (Jr) 


P —_86 Sean Sellwood (Jr.) 


44 Dave Kruger (Jt) 
44 Dave Kruger (Jr.) 
58 LT Tuipulotu (So.) Ted 
99 Joe Kruger (So) 
40 Jacoby Hale (Fr.) 
13 J. Williams (St) 
49 Trevor Reilly (So.) 
__23 Wykie Freeman (So.) _ 
28 Reggie Topps (j.) 
35 Greg Bird (Sr.) 
Eric Rowe (Fr.) 


KR 14 Reggie Dunn (jr) 


PR 87 Dres Anderson (So.) 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


CHANGING THE CALLS Offensive coordinator 
Norm Chow is Utah’s third playcaller in three 
seasons, following Dave Schramm and Aaron 
Roderick, who remain on the staff but were 
demoted from their co-coordinator positions. 


FAMILIAR FOE Utah has played only four 
schools more often than Colorado, even though 
the Utes and Buffaloes have not met since 
1962. Colorado owns a 30-24-3 lead in the se- 
ties, which resumes Nov. 26 in Salt Lake City. 


PAC-12 SUCCESS Since former coach Urban 
Meyer took over the program in 2003, the Utes 
have gone 7-3 against members of their new 
league. 


STRONG FINISH Beginning in October 2007, 
the Utes won 26 of their last 29 league games 
as members of the Mountain West Conference, 
losing only to TCU (twice) and BYU. 


BOWL STREAK BROKEN Utah had won nine 
consecutive bowl games under three different 
coaches before falling 26-3 to Boise State in 
the Maaco Bowl Las Vegas. 


FAMILY TIES Utah defensive linemen David 
and Joe Kruger are younger brothers of former 
Ute star Paul Kruger, now with the Baltimore 
Ravens. The Krugers’ sister Jessica is married to 
Ute offensive lineman Tony Bergstrom. 


CHAZ WALKER 


RISING STAR 


After rushing for 
1,399 yards and 17 
touchdowns as a 
senior for Bingham 
High School's un- 
beaten team in the 
Salt Lake Valley, 
Harvey Langi en- 
rolled at Utah in Jan- 
uary and is expected 
to earn a healthy 
share of the Utes’ 
Caffies as a true freshmen. 


& 


Walker: Peter Brouillet 


AV) 2011 UTAH ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
12 Robles, Griff 
8 Shreve, Tyler 
3 Wynn, Jordan 


RUNNING BACKS 

38 Burton, Beau 

27 Cook, Jake 

11 Matthews, Luke 
47 Moala, Max 

82 Murphy, Jake 

22 Palamo, Thretton 
44 Radley, Lucky 
29 Robinson, Mychal 
37 Williams, Karl 


RECEIVERS 

87 Anderson, Ores 

10 Christopher, DeVonte 
14 Dunn, Reggie 

83 Fitzgerald, Sean 

30 Johnson, Chandler 
17 Lee, Mo 

16 McNabb, Griff 

88 Ransom, Dexter 

2 Scott, Kenneth 


TIGHT ENDS 

81 Moeai, Kendrick 
89 Rogers, Dallin 
80 Tonga, Westlee 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
70 Bergstrom, Tony 
75 Bolton, Zach 

74 Brenner, Sam 

77 Cullen, John 

67. Gardner, Jason 
64 Jones, Vyncent 
56 Sai, Kapua 

54 Stevens, Tevita 
79. Taumoelau, Percy 
76 Tofaeono, Jeremiah 
59 Tongaonevai, Ron 
49 Toth, David 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
91 Aiono, James 
53. Dago, Eric 

97 Finau, Tevita 
68 Heimuli, Latu 


HT/WT 

6-4/230 
63/213 
61/195 
HT/WT 

5-9/206 
510/192 
6-1/206 
511/243 
6-4/256 
62/237 
5-9/182 
5-8/197 
6-0/230 


HT/WT 


_ 64/170 


61/195 
6-0/170 
63/205 
541/174 
61/193 
58/166 
63/218 
63/204 
HT/WT 
6-5/245 
6-4/240 
6-4/243 
HT/WT 
6-6/315 
62/290 
6-3/300 
6-5/295 
6-3/284 
63/295 
6-5/307 
6-1/298 
6-4/312 
63/312 
63/309 
6-4/267 
HI/WT 
6-4/290 
62/243 
6-5/288 
63/310 


a 


2011 SIGNEES 


Siaosi Aiono 

Isaac Asiata 

Tevita Bloomfield 
Joseph Bryant 
Anthony Denham 
Nate Fakahafua 
Seni Fauonuku 
Charles Henderson 
Daniel Kristensen 
Harvey Langi 


Caught in an unusual position of having no running back who carried the ball last season returning in 2011, Utah coach Kyle 
Whittingham was understating things when he described running back as “our most pressing need.” His staff responded, sign- 
ing three players who will share the tailback job — junior college transfer John White IV and prep stars Harvey Langi and Jar- 
tell Oliver. White and Langi enrolled in January and participated in spring drills. Nine of Utah’s 19 signees are in-state players. 
The Utes took advantage of their Pac-12 affiliation by signing six players from California, a traditional recruiting area. They also 
maintained a presence in Texas with three signees, even though they no longer will play TCU annually. The Utes did not add a 


OL 
OL 
LB 
DB 
WR 
OL 
OL 
WR 
OL 
RB 


6-2 
63 
6-0 
6-4 
6-4 
6-3 
6-0 
5-9 
6-5 
6-1 


290 
313 
230 
194 
231 
196 
290 
172 
257 
221 


HOMETOWN 
Spanish Fork, UT 
Highland, CA 
Oceanside, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Phoenix, AZ 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Alpine, UT 
Sacramento, CA 
Inglewood, CA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Layton, UT 


HOMETOWN 
Riverside, CA 

Las Vegas, NV 
Compton, CA 
Mission Viejo, CA 
South Jordan, UT 
Miami, FL 
Pocatello, ID 
Seguin, TX 
Fontana, CA 
HOMETOWN 
West Jordan, UT 
Placerville, CA 
Spring, TX 
HOMETOWN 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Houston, TX 
Oceanside, CA 

La Mirada, CA 
Ada, MI 

Sandy, UT 
Kahalu'u, HI 
Hemet, CA 
Glendale, UT 

Las Vegas, NV 
West Valley City, UT 
Clifton, VA 


HOMETOWN 

West Valley City, UT 
Houston, 1X 
Lahaina, HI 

Salt Lake City, UT 


West Covina, CA 
Spanish Fork, UT 
West Valley City, UT 
Bryan, TX 
Monterey Park, CA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
West Jordan, UT 
New Orleans, LA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
South Jordan, UT 


44 Kruger, Dave 
99 Kruger, joe 

92 Lotulelei, Star 
63 Pela, Joape 
47 Rolf, David 

90 Shelby, Derrick 
43 Talamaivao, Lei 
58 Tuipulotu, UT 


LINEBACKERS 

39 Adams, Kalen 
45 Andersen, Boo 
4 Blechen, Brian 
51 Fagergren, Dave 
7 Fehoko, Vj. 
40 Hale, Jacoby 
52. Martinez, Matt 
49 Reilly, Trevor 
31 Spikes, Victor 
55. Strong, J. 
50 Taylor, Austin 
32 Walker, Chaz 
13 Williams, J.J. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

35 Bird, Greg 

9 Black, Conroy 

19 Chappuis, Quade 
14 Diansongi, Olivier 
23 Freeman, Wykie 
25 Honeycutt, Mike 
26 Lacy, Ryan 

12 Mickles, Devin 

18 Morris-Edwards, Tyron 
5 Payne, Damian 

33 Reese, Terrell 

24 Smith, Jamal 

20 Smith, Joseph 

1 Soliven, Ben 

28 Topps, Reggie 

15 Walker, Michael 

37 Washington, Chris 
SPECIALISTS 

6 Golladay, Kenneth (kK) 
62. Greene, Patrick (LS) 
30. Marsh, Nick (K/P) 


6-5/280 
67/264 
6-4/310 
6-2/285 
63/241 
63/263 
62/265 
6-1/300 
HI/WT 
6-0/220 
6-1/235 
62/222 
6-0/219 
6-0/220 
6-0/219 
6-0/224 
6-5/230 
6-0/219 
6-0/226 
6-0/220 
6-0/216 
6-0/220 


HT/WT 
62/213 
6-0/184 
511/196 
511/181 
511/172 
510/179 
510/185 
5-9/170 
6-1/198 
6-0/200 
6-0/209 
62/190 
5-9/187 
5-9/185 
5-11/187 
5-9/186 
6-0/205 

HI/WT 
5-9/183 
62/227 
511/190 


92 Petersen, Coleman (K/P) 6-2/191 


86 Sellwood, Sean (P) 


Keith McGill 
Daniel Nielson 
Jared Norris 
Jarrell Oliver 
Quinton Pedroza 
Jordan Robles 
Eric Rowe 

Travis Still 

John White IV 


0B 
OL 
LB 
RB 
ATH 
OL 
OB 
WR 
RB 


63/200 


63 
6-6 
6-1 
5-9 
62 
6-5 
6-1 
6-1 
5-9 


quarterback in this class, although 2010 signee Tyler Shreve joined the program in January. 


211 
257 
77 
194 
190 


Orem, UT 

Orem, UT 

South Jordan, UT 

East Palo Alto, CA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Houston, TX 


. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 


Euless, IX 


HOMETOWN 
Kaysville, UT 
Sandy, UT 
Moorpark, CA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Honolulu, HI 
Beaumont, IX 
Murray, UT 
Valley Center, CA 
Beaumont, IX 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Kaysville, UT 
Farmington, UT 
Aurora, CO 


HOMETOWN 
Mesa, AZ 
Miramar, FL 
Alpine, UT 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Pasadena, TX 
Cedar Hills, UT 
Antelope, CA 
Ogden, UT 
Draper, UT 
Houston, TX 
Chappell Hill, TX 
Oxnard, CA 
Corona, CA 
Waipahu, HI 
Prunedale, CA 
Brenham, TX 
Layton, UT 
HOMETOWN 
Mesa, AZ 
Monrovia, CA 
Petaluma, CA 
Sandy, UT 

Salt Lake City, UT 


La Mirada, CA 
Hurricane, UT 
Bakersfield, CA 
Sugar Land, TX 
Chino, CA 
Woodland Hills, UT 
Spring, IX 

Spanish Fork, UT 
Torrance, CA 


2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 10-3, 7-1 (MWC) 
Sept. 2 Pittsburgh W (ot) 27-24 
Sept. 11 UNLV W =. 38-10 
Sept. 18 at New Mexico W 56-14 
Sept. 25 San Jose State We S623. 
Oct. 9 at lowa State W 68-27 
Oct. 16 at Wyoming W 30-6 
Oct. 23 Colorado State W 59-6 
Oct. 30 at Air Force W 28-23 
Nov. 6 ICU L 7-47 
Nov. 13 at Notre Dame L 3-28 
Nov. 20 atSan Diego State W 38-34 
Nov. 27 BYU W 17-16 
Dec. 22 #Boise State L 3-26 
4MAACO Bowl Las Vegas 
2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame MWC National 


Scoring 33.1 ppg 3 23 
Rushing 152.9 ypg 5 62 
Passing 236.1 ypg 2 47 
Total 389.0 ypg 4 52 
Defense PerGame MWC National 
Scoring 20.3 ppg 2 24 
Rushing 111.7 ypg 2 11 
Passing 225.2 ypg 7 B 
Total 336.9 ypg 3 27 
TO Margin PerGame MWC National 
| 0.08 = 4 63 


2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
JordanWynn 299 186 2,334 17 10 
Terrance Cain 96 =| 61 7038 6 2 


RUSHING Alt YDS AVG TD 
Eddie Wide 149 717) 48 11 
MattAsiata 155 695 45 8 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Jereme Brooks 51 633 12.4 4 
DeVonte Christopher 39 660 16.9 6 
Eddie Wide 34 «2718.0 2 
Matt Asiata 32) 195) 16:11 
Shaky Smithson 25 383 15.3 3 
luke Matthews 18 289 16.1 
KICKING: Joe Phillips, 13-17 FGs, 55-56 XPs, 
94 points 

TACKLES: Chaz Walker, 113; Matt Martinez, 91 
SACKS: Lamar Chapman, 6.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Brian Blechen, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


TOP TARGET 

DeVonte Christopher, WR 

MEDICAL RISK 

Jordan Wynn, QB 

STOCK RISING 

Thretton Palamo, RB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Harvey Langi, RB 

COORDINATOR EFFECT 
Norm Chow hired from UCLA 
For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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he 2011 season will make it a full decade for Jeff Tedford in Berkeley, but it doesn’t 
feel like a celebration. Tedford is feeling more heat than ever from a growing faction 
of fans who don't believe they are seeing enough return on the $2.8 million per year 
investment the school has made in him. The Bears are coming off their first losing 
season under Tedford’s stewardship, and with a $321 million renovation of Memorial Sta- 
dium in the works, the pressure is on to maximize interest in the program for the re-open- 
ing of the facility in 2012. 

Cal will play its home games this season at AT&T Park, the home of the San Francisco 
Giants. Whether the product is any better than last year’s 5—7 team remains to be seen. Cal 
has significant questions to answer, mostly on offense. 

There is no quarterback with any real measure of experience, and there are questions 
about the talent level of the running backs, a lack of depth at wide receiver and an incon- 
sistent offensive line. It’s been a long time since Tedford faced this much uncertainty. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


04 


2011 PROJECTION: 5-7, 3-6 PAC-12 
The pressure is beginning to build on Jeff Tedford. California’s win total has decreased over the last 
three seasons, and 2010 was the first season without a bowl for the Golden Bears since 2002. Al- 
though Tedford has recruited well, this team has several glaring issues. The quarterback situation is 
uncertain, and none of the candidates stood out in the spring. Cal usually reloads at running back, 
but losing Shane Vereen will be tough to overcome. Five starters return on defense, but three all- 
conference performers are among those not coming back. The Bears will have to battle to avoid 
missing a bowl game for the second straight season. 


PAC-12 NORTH 
PREDICTION 


In recent years, when his quarterback play was uneven, he could at least fall back on ex- 
plosive running backs like Jahvid Best and Shane Vereen. He doesn’t have that luxury any- 
more. After Vereen’s early departure for the NFL Draft, junior Isi Sofele is the tailback 
with the most experience left on the roster. He has 81 carries in his career. 

The good news for the Bears is they return five starters from the Pac-10’s top-ranked 
defense last season. That being said, the three best players from that defense — defensive 
end Cameron Jordan, inside linebacker Mike Mohamed and safety Chris Conte — have 
all moved on. Still, the Bears have recruited quite well on the defensive side of the ball in 
recent years and look poised to have another strong unit. 

There is still a lot of good will for Tedford for taking over a program in shambles in 2002 
and putting it on the national map in three years. But since sharing the Pac-10 tide in 
2006, it’s been a downward arc for the Bears. Tedford isn’t quite on the hot seat yet, but 
another losing season could make for an interesting offseason. 


QUARTERBACKS Tedford has built a reputation as a quarterback guru over the years. 
He has no better chance to demonstrate that than this season. Three-year starter Kevin 
Riley has moved on, and Tedford is faced with the task of evaluating the six scholarship 
quarterbacks on the roster and choosing the right one. The player Tedford chooses and 
how effective that player is will go a long way in either validating his reputation or helping 
to dispel it. During spring practice, Tedford narrowed the quarterback competition down 
to three — senior Brock Mansion, junior Zach Maynard and sophomore Allan Bridgford. 
But he did allow that another quarterback could get in that mix if someone falters. Man- 
sion started the final four games of last season after a season-ending injury to Riley, but he 
wasnt very effective. He looked better in the spring. Tedford is very high on Maynard, a 
transfer from Buffalo and the Bears’ only real dual-threat quarterback. He’s also the half 
brother of Cal receiver Keenan Allen. 


RUNNING BACKS Tedford has been spoiled in recent years to have tailbacks with world- 
class speed. But there are no Bests or Vereens around anymore, and Tedford is concerned. 
Sofele entered the spring as the leading candidate to replace Vereen, and while explosive, 
he doesn’t have the top-end speed of his predecessors. Cal has recruited some supposed top 
prospects at running back in recent seasons, but the Bears have been hit hard by the injury 
bug, and Tedford is skeptical what kind of impact they can make, other than Sofele. Ted- 
ford is hopeful that incoming freshman Brendan Bigelow, who is in the Best mold, can con- 
tribute immediately. But Bigelow is coming off a pair of ACL injuries. Cal is set at fullback, 
where Eric Stevens and Will Kapp return. 


RECEIVERS Allen and senior Marvin Jones give Cal one of the top starting tandems in the 
Pac-12, but the Bears are pretty thin after that. And as dependable as Jones is — he’s aver- 
aged 46.5 catches for 708 yards and five touchdowns over the past two seasons — he’s not 
the breakaway threat that keeps defensive coordinators up at night. Allen, one of the top 
recruits in the country in 2010, caught 46 passes for 490 yards and five touchdowns as a 
true freshman and appears to be a star in the making. Cal needs a No. 3 receiver to step up 
and stretch the field, and speedy redshirt freshman Kaelin Clay could be the answer. Cal 
is loaded at tight end with Anthony Miller and Spencer Ladner leading the way. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


eee ee eal Nov. 26 


Sept. 3 Fresno State 
Sept. 10 at Colorado 
Sept. 17 Presbyterian 
Sept. 24 at Washington 
Oct. 6 at Oregon 
Oct. 13 USC 

Oct. 22 Utah 

Oct. 29 atUCLA 

Nov. 5 Washington State 
Nov. 12 Oregon State 
Nov. 19 at Stanford 


at Arizona State 
All homes games at AT&T Park 


l TTT KEENAN ALLEN 


KEY GOLDEN BEARS 


Keenan Allen, WR Budding star caught 46 
passes as a true freshman. 

Mychal Kendricks, LB Versatile linebacker 
named second-team All-Pac-10 last year. 
Sean Cattouse, S Emotional leader delivers 
crunching hits. 


KEY LOSSES 


Shane Vereen, RB Declared early for NFL 
Draft after rushing for 1,167 yards and 13 
touchdowns. 

Cameron Jordan, DE First-round NFL Draft 
pick had 5.5 sacks last season. 

Mike Mohamed, ILB Led the team in tackles 
each of the last two seasons. 


2008 2009 


Jones: Dave Stephenson/Icon SMI; Allen: Peter Brouillet 


orn, M ARVIN 


| JONES 
LA “ORN 1 ¢ 


11 Michael Calvin (Sr.) 

4 Kaelin Clay (Fr) 
_T7 Tyler Rigsbee (jr.) 
75 Matt Summers-Gavin (Jr.) 
68 Mark Brazinski (So.) 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 1 Marvin Jones (Sr) 
WR 21 Keenan Allen (So.) _ 
IT 72 Mitchell Schwartz (Sr.) 


LG 57 Brian Schwenke (Jr.) 
C 65 Dominic Galas (jr) 
RG _ 61 Justin Cheadle (Sr) __ 


RI 75 Matt Summers-Gavin () 
TE 80 Anthony Miller (Sr.) 

QB 15 Zach Maynard (jr.) 

FB 48 Eric Stevens (Jr) 


RB 20 Isi Sofele (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 95 Ernest Owusu (Sr.) 

NT 96 Kendrick Payne (Jr.) 
DE 92 Trevor Guyton (Sr.) 
OLB 44 Dave Wilkerson (Fr) 
118 3 DJ, Holt (sr.) 

1L8 30 Mychal Kendricks (Sr.) 
OLB 22 Ryan Davis (St.) 
(B82 Marc Anthony (J) 
(B 1 Steve Williams (So.) 

$ 11 Sean Cattouse (Sr.) 

s 7 DJ. Campbell (Sr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 40 Giorgio Tavecchio (Sr.) 


P19 Bryan Anger (Sr) 


79 Bill Tyndall (So) 

45 Spencer Ladner (Jr.) 

10 Brock Mansion (St. 
22 Will Kapp (Sr.) 


Brendan Bigelow (Fr.) 


91 Deandre Coleman (So.) 


50 Aaron Tipoti (jr) 
10 Lucas King (Fr.) 
34 J.P. Hurrell (Jr) 


37 Robert Mullins (jr.) 


23 Josh Hill (Jr) 


Stefan McClure (Fr) 
6 Alex Logan (So.)_ 


KR 2 Coleman Edmond (Sr) 


PR 21 Keenan Allen (So.) 


75 Matt Summers-Gavin (Jr.) 


99 Gabe King (Fr.) 


14 Cecil Whiteside (Fr) 


8 CJ. Moncrease (St) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Year after year, the 
Bears bring in top offensive line classes. But 
they haven't reaped the benefits recently. Ever 
since the 2007 line, which included NFL Draft 
picks Alex Mack and Mike Gibson, the unit has 
been up and down. The good news for Cal is 
that Tedford brought back respected offensive 
line coach Jim Michalczik, who was on staff 
from 2002-08 before trying out the NFL with 
the Oakland Raiders the past two seasons. 
Michalczik returns as offensive line coach and 
offensive coordinator. He has a three-year 
starter to build around in left tackle Mitchell 
Schwartz. Junior Brian Schwenke showed 
promise last year at guard. Junior Matt Sum- 
mers-Gavin was an enigma last season after ex- 
celling as a redshirt freshman. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Bears have pro- 
duced first-round draft picks at defensive end 
in each of the past two seasons, but there doesn’t 
appear to be that type of talent this year. Still, 
Cal is solid up front with seniors Trevor Guyton 
and Ernest Owusu, with talented sophomore 
Deandre Coleman and redshirt freshman Gabe 
King providing depth. Kendrick Payne and 
Aaron Tipoti are experienced at nose tackle, but 
each will be pushed by incoming freshman Vil- 
iami Moala, a 5-star recruit from Sacramento. 


LINEBACKERS Mohamed’s departure is a huge 


loss, not only for his talents but also for his leadership and smarts. But as far as depth and talent go, 
this unit may be the Bears’ deepest position on the field. Mychal Kendricks, an All-Pac-10 second- 
team pick last season, is moving from outside to inside linebacker and should team up with D.J. Holt 
to give Cal a terrific tandem in the middle. Redshirt freshman Dave Wilkerson has huge potential as 
an outside linebacker. Senior Ryan Davis, along with freshmen Cecil Whiteside and Chris McCain, 


should also be part of the playing rotation. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Bears feel good at cornerback, 


HEAD COACH: Jeff Tedford 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 72-42 (9 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 72-42 (9 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Michalczik 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Clancy Pendergast 
LOCATION: Berkeley, Calif. 

STADIUM: AT&T Park (45,000) 


where Marc Anthony and Steve Williams return. Williams 
didn’t earn a starting role until the end of last season but is 
considered Cal’s most talented defensive back. The Bears 
will cross their fingers that neither gets hurt, because there 
isnt much depth behind them, although incoming fresh- 
man Stefan McClure could play right away. Steady Sean 
Cattouse, who many feel has the measurables to become a 
high NFL Draft pick, needs to stay healthy and anchor the 
defense. He should be joined by D.J. Campbell or Josh 


Hill, who will also play corner, on the back end. 


SPECIALISTS Punter Bryan Anger has been a Ray Guy semifinalist in two of the past three seasons 
and should be a leading candidate to win the award this season. Senior kicker Giorgio Tavecchio is 
inconsistent, especially in the clutch, and will compete with junior Vince D'Amato for the job. Allen 
was solid but not spectacular returning kickoffs last season and may give the duties away to Clay or 
someone else. Cal has to find a replacement at punt returner for Jeremy Ross, who excelled in that role 


last season. Allen is a candidate. 


SCOUTING THE GOLDEN BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP CAL “Who is going to play quarterback? As soon as you find out, please let me 
know. Kevin Riley is gone and from what I'm hearing they have anywhere from three to five players compet- 
ing for the starting position. Brock Mansion appears the leader after starting the final four games of last year, 
but I'll be interested to see if he starts the season opener. (Jeff) Tedford has the reputation of a quarterback 
coach guru. Well, he'll earn his paycheck this year. If they don’t have a starter firmly in place by fall drills it 
could be another disappointing season like last year when they were sitting at 4-3 only to lose four of their 
last five. ... You have to wonder how much playing the entire year off campus will affect them. | can’t imagine 
playing at the San Francisco Giants’ ballpark (while their stadium is being renovated) will be much of a home- 
field advantage. ... They have a bunch of guys returning so they should be improved. How much | don’t know. 
They have some good players — like wide receiver Marvin Jones and linebacker Mychal Kendricks, and also 
their punter Bryan Anger is one of the nation’s best — but overall they don’t really scare you talent-wise.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


GOING PRO Cal had 31 former players on 
NFL rosters at the beginning of last season, 
ninth-most in the country. USC, with 36, was 
the only Pac-10 team to have more. 


HOME AWAY FROM HOME (al will play its 
home games this season at AT&T Park, home 
of the San Francisco Giants. Memorial Stadium 
is being renovated and will re-open in 2012. 


ALL IN THE FAMILY Buffalo transfer quarter- 
back Zach Maynard is the half-brother of wide 
receiver Keenan Allen. Incoming freshman 
wide receiver Maurice Harris is Maynard's and 
Allen’s cousin. 


BACK TO THE FUTURE New offensive coordi- 
nator/offensive line coach Jim Michalczik is in 
his second tour of duty at Cal. He was on the 
Bears’ staff from 2002-08 before spending the 
past two seasons with the Raiders. 

BLOOD LINES Reserve quarterback Austin 
Hinder is the grandson of former Cal tight end 
and NFL coach Jim Hanifan. 

WORLD TRAVELER Offensive lineman Matt 
Williams is from Liverpool, England. He didn’t 
start playing football until age 15. 


MYCHAL KENDRICKS 


RISING STAR 


Linebacker Dave 
Wilkerson was mak- 
ing a pitch to make 
an impact as a true 
freshman last season 
before suffering a 
concussion that led 
to a redshirt. Wilker- 
son has enormous 
potential as a pass- 
rusher. He was prac- 
ticing with the first 
unit during the spring before going down 
with a hip flexor. 


Kendricks: Peter Brouillet 


Gf 2011 CALIFORNIA ROSTER 


bieahni a lt cL HOMETOWN 74 Williams, Matt 67/286 ft. Liverpool, England 
16 Bridgford, Allan 6-3/208 So. Mission Viejo, CA 
7 Hinder, Austin 6-4/191 Fr. Steamboat Springs, CO Pi Pay ae tl © Bane 
10 Mansion, Brock 65/234 St. Dallas, 1X 94 rah Scott 6-6/230 ; i cae A 
15 Maynard, Zach 63/181 Jr. Greensboro, NC 57 Clark Austi 6-0/265 ls es z F 
14 Wertenberger, Ryan 62/215 I Mission Viejo, CA 9 un / , amar Ft 
1 Coleman, Deandre 6-6/319 So. Seattle, WA 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 92 Guyton, Trevor 63/289 St. Woodinville, WA 
32 Aknin, David 6-0/221 jt San Carlos, CA 56 Kaufusi, Keni 62/287 So, _Salt Lake City, UT 
27 Bartolo, Mitchel 5-8/183 Ft. San Diego, (A 99 King, Gabe 65/269 Ft. Burlington, NC 
24 Briggs, Trejuan 511/229 Fr. Pacoima, CA 95 Owusu, Emest 6-4/267 St, Nashville, TN 
33 DeBoskie-Johnson, Covaughn 5-11/225 Jf. Chandler, AZ 96 Payne, Kendrick 62/290 ff. Houston, TX 
4 Pelagia SpA > Pinte 50 Tipoti, Aaron 62/311 fr Honolulu, HI 
, 5 P 05, 
35 Manuel, Mike 510/195 Carson, cA LINEBACKERS HI/WE HOMETOWN 
20 Sofele, Isi 57/188 It salt Lake City, UT 43 Camporeale, Dan 63/243 So. Lafayette, (A 
48. Stevens, Eric 6-0/230 Jr. San Pedro, cA 22 Davis, Ryan 6-4/256 St. Los Angeles, CA 
31. Tyndall, john 63/231 St. —_—~Pacific Grove, CA 42 Fanua, Steven 61/221 So. Milpitas, CA 
23 Yarnway, Dasarte 6-0/217 So. San Francisco, CA 33. Forbes, Nick 61/227 So. Frederick, MO 
RECEIVERS wt/wt tt HOMETOWN 3 Holt, DJ. 61/252 St. Santa Clarita, CA 
21 Allen, Keenan 63/202 So, Greensboro, NC 3} re hal ey Ht ‘ =) bs ie 
81 Bostock, Ross 62/197 Je Sebastopol, A 49 king lungs es “s TE SAN 
28 Bouza, Jackson 6-0/181 So, Lafayette, CA 51 K : r 4/232 : i 
11 Calvin, Michael 62/212 St. San Lorenzo, CA 53 i 5 eh eh oe t sate i 
6 Carter, Tevin 6-3/209 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 40 ica, Git P / 3 f va 
4 Clay, Kaelin 59/185 Ft Long Beach, CA Cai, Cis 6/213 Greensboro, NC 
2 Edmond, Coleman 61/203 Sr, Kingston, NY 2 Malin, Robert 61/227, Los Angeles, CA 
87 Hagan, Spencer 6-4/199 So, Sacramento, CA 14 Whiteside, Cecil 673/229 Fr. Newport Beach, (A 
1 Jones, Marvin 62/200 SF Fontana, CA 44 Wilkerson, David 63/234 Fi. Danville, CA 
88 Krebs, Kaulin 6-1/193 Ir. Sunset Beach, Hl DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
8 Montgomery, Terrance 5-11/189 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 2 Anthony, Marc 6-0/195 fr. Chandler, AZ 
17 Tedford, Quinn 6-0/168 Ir. Danville, CA 7 Campbell, 0. 6-0/201 St. North Las Vegas, NV 
TIGHT ENDS HT ral Homerown |! Cattouse, Sean 6-2/213 St. chicago, IL 
83 Ferrario, Anthony elt 50. Saratoga, CA 5 Coley, Michael 62/214 Fr Hyattsville, MO 
45 Ladner, Spencer 67/258 It Kansas city, mo 31 Ellison, Tyré 62/193 ft._———_San Francisco, CA 
80 Milles, Anthony 63/262 St. San jose, cA 23 Kill, Josh 511/183 Jf Houston, TX 
19 Sparks, Jarrett 62/232 It Merced, CA 20 Lapite, Isaac 510/183 Fr Eugene, OR 
84 Wark, Jacob 65/240 Fr, Portland, OR : lee, by hk ae Ft Dallas, 1X 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WE HOMETOWN rig Ho a sarge 
5B Adcock, Chiis 63/301 Ft Rowlett, K 25. oliver Dash a 5-10/176 ft Castro Valley, ie) 
68 Brazinski, Mark 62/280 So. Basking Ridge, Nl 54 Samuels Vachel 6-0/195 50. Compan! Ck 
61 Cheadle, Justin 62/275 St. Bakersfield, CA 1 Williams, cite 510/183 50. Hr 1K 
78 Crosthwaite, Alejandro -6-3/284 ~—_—«*Fr.- Rosarito Beach, Mexico : : f 
71 DeMartinis, Sam 65/301 St. Sun Valley, CA SPECIALISTS HT/WE HOMETOWN 
65. Galas, Dominic 61/285 fi. Modesto, CA 19. Anger, Bryan (P) 6-4/203 St. Camarillo, CA 
52 Gates, Justin 63/280 St. Reno, NV 45 Barnett, Jed (K/P) 62/218 Fr. Camas, WA 
70 Gibson, Geoffrey 6-4/339 FF. Las Vegas, NV 16 D'Amato, Vincenzo (K) — 6-1/201 ia Lake Forest, CA 
77 Rigsbee, Tyler 6-4/284 It Chico, CA 83 Kriegsman, Cary (LS) 5-11/189 Fr. Pacific Palisades, CA 
72 Schwartz, Mitchell 6-5/325 Sr. _—_—Pacific Palisades, CA 86 Madueno, Brandon (LS) 62/241 So. West Covina, CA 
57 Schwenke, Brian 6-2/311 Jr. Oceanside, CA 39 Porter, Clark (LS) 63/228  Sr._—_—Pacific Palisades, CA 
75 Summers-Gavin, Matt 6-3/290 Ir San Francisco, CA 50. Rios, Matt (LS) 6-1/241 Ir Phoenix, AZ 
79. Tyndall, Bill 6-5/267 So. Pacific Grove, CA 40. Tavecchio, Giorgio (K) 5-8/174 St. Moraga, (A 
CJ. Anderson RB 5-11 215 Oakland, CA Daniel Lasco RB 6-2 190 The Woodlands, TX 
Todd Barr DE 63 260 lakewood, CA Puka Lopa DE 63 255 Sacramento, CA 
Brendan Bigelow RB 5-10 180 Fresno, CA Stefan McClure OB 5-11 180 Vista, CA 
Kyle Boehm QB 63 220 San Jose, CA Viliami Moala OT 63 350 Sacramento, CA 
Nathan Broussard 1B 6-4 240 Plano, TX Jordan Morgan DB 6-0 193 Lakeside, AZ 
Darren Ervin RB 5-11 202 Houston, TX Jordan Rigsbee OL 6-5 300 Chico, CA 
Jason Gibson 1B 6-3 (215 Gardena, CA Richard Rodgers TE 6-4 240 Worcester, MA 
Maurice Harris WR 63 200 Greensboro, NC Brennan Scarlett DE 6-4 255 Portland, OR 
Kameron Jackson (B 5-10 175 Long Beach, CA Avery Walls S 5-11 188 McDonough, GA 
Mustafa Jalil OT 6-4 310 San Diego, CA Matt Williams OL 67 290 Liverpool, England 
Jalen Jefferson 1B 63 =215 Ventura, CA Joel Willis (B 5-10 185 Garden Grove, CA 


Despite coming off a losing season, Cal recruited a consensus top-20 class, highlighted by one of the top defensive line groups 
in the country. Nose tackle Viliami Moala was considered one of the best in the nation at his position, while defensive ends 
Brennan Scarlett and Todd Barr could provide bookends of the future. The Bears also brought in a top-five running back class, 
highlighted by explosive Brendan Bigelow, who is recovering from a torn ACL. Fellow tailback Daniel Lasco could compete for 
playing time right away. The Bears did well at cornerback, where they could use immediate help to bolster depth. Stefan 
McClure, Kameron Jackson and Joel Willis could all be in the playing rotation this fall. Same goes for safety Avery Walls, who 
graduated from high school early and joined the team for spring practice. Other highlights include linebacker Jason Gibson and 
strong-armed quarterback Kyle Boehm. 


2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-7, 3-6 (PAC-10) 


Sept. 4 UC Davis 
Sept. 11 Colorado 
Sept. 17 at Nevada 
Sept. 25 at Arizona 
Oct. 9 UCLA 
Oct. 16 at USC 


Oct. 23 Arizona State 
Oct. 30 at Oregon State 


Nov. 6 at Washington State 


Nov. 13 Oregon 
Nov. 20 Stanford 
Nov. 27 Washington 


-ereereearesezere=z= 
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2010 RANKINGS 


Scoring 25.8 ppg 
Rushing 158.9 ypg 
Passing 175.1 ypg 
Total 334.0 ypg 


. Scoring 22.6 ppg 


Rushing —-132.1 ypg 
Passing 187.0 ypg 
Total 319.1 ypg 


+2 +0.17 


2010 


—-S iw 
we 
a 


4 45 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP 


Kevin Riley 185 
Brock Mansion 137 


RUSHING ATT 
Shane Vereen 231 
Isi Sofele 69 
Keenan Allen 18 


RECEIVING REC 
Marvin Jones 50 
Keenan Allen 46 
Shane Vereen 22 
Jeremy Ross 18 
Anthony Miller 13 


111 
67 


yOs 
1,167 
338 
136 


YDS 
765 
490 
209 
210 
152 


YDS TD INT 
1,409 13 6 
646 2 5 


AVG TD 
Wm Lat 3 
49 0 
76 1 


AVG 1D 
15.3 4 
10.7 5 

353 
17 ~«0 
17~41 


KICKING: Giorgio Tavecchio, 11-16 FGs, 37-39 


XPs, 70 points 


TACKLES: Mike Mohamed, 95; D.J. Holt, 85 
SACKS: Mychal Kendricks, 8.5; 


Cameron Jordan, 5.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Marc Anthony, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


TOP TARGET 

Marvin Jones, WR 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Brendan Bigelow, RB 
BULK CARRIER 

\si Sofele, RB 

STOCK RISING 

Keenan Allen, WR 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 


Brock Mansion vs. Zach Maynard 
For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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NATIONAL hen the final gun sounded to signal Oregon's loss to Auburn in the BCS Na- 
FORECAST tional Championship Game, confetti exploded from the rafters of University 
of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. It barely had time to flutter to the Sept. 3  #LSU 

ground before Chip Kelly made a bold proclamation. “We'll be back,” the Sept. 10 Nevada 


Ducks’ second-year head coach said that January evening. Sept. 17 Missouri State 
Oregon may have been a relative newcomer to the national title race in 2010, but after Sept. 24 at Arizona 

reaching the championship game and then losing on a field goal at the final gun, the Ducks Oct. 6 California 

want another taste. And they're making no secret of their goals. During spring practice, the Oct. 15 Arizona State 


athletic department kicked off a local radio advertising campaign focused on the football 
team’s effort to not just reach but win the 2011 national title game. 
The Ducks have won two conference crowns in Kelly’s two seasons as the head coach, 


Oct. 22 at Colorado 
Oct. 29 Washington State 


so there’s little reason to doubt that the program is built for sustained success. That said, Nov. 5 at Washington 
serious questions must be answered by a team that has no time to sort things out once the Nov. 12 at Stanford 
season starts — the Ducks open 2011 against another projected powerhouse, LSU, at Cow- Nov. 19 USC 

boys Stadium. Prior to that, Oregon must replace key contributors on each line as well as Nov. 26 Oregon State 
at receiver and linebacker. #Aslington, TX 


PAC-12 NORTH 


icaebtiea §=— 2011 PROJECTION: 12-1, 9-0 PAC-12 = 


Despite the departure of some key players, the Ducks should have a chance to make another run 
at the national title. The offense is among the best in the nation, with the return of quarterback 
Darron Thomas and running back LaMichael James. The biggest losses were suffered on defense, 
where the linebacking corps must be revamped and three key players are lost from the line. The 
Ducks need to take care of business in the Pac-12, but the key game on the schedule is the 
opener against LSU at Cowboys Stadium. POSTSEASON: ROSE BOWL VS. OHIO STATE 


Kelly’s teams are known for their skill, and this team has plenty, starting with the talented 
LaMichael James, a running back who was a finalist for the Heisman Trophy in 2010, and 
Cliff Harris, a top cover corner and All-America punt returner. But the offensive line 
needs to provide some protection for James and junior quarterback Darron Thomas, no 
sure thing for a unit thinned considerably by graduation and injuries. 

Of course, that won't stop the Ducks from thinking big entering this fall. Not after flirt- 
ing with a national championship in 2010 before coming up just short. 

“This time,” Thomas says, “we want to win.” 


QUARTERBACKS Few were sure of what Oregon had on its hands last fall when 
Thomas beat out senior Nate Costa for the starting job. Then, the Houston native went 
out and directed the first undefeated regular season in UO’s modern history, though his 
performance against Auburn left some things to be desired, as nerves resulted in several 

poor decisions early in the game. This season Thomas will be expected to limit his 

turnovers while developing into a more fluid option quarterback. His footwork some- DARRON THOMAS 
times leads to errant throws, and his motion can get long, two issues the staff continues to 

address. He isn’t the breakaway threat as a runner that Dennis Dixon was, but Thomas has KEY DUCKS 

the strength to make hard yards on the ground and absorb punishment in the pocket. Red- Darron Thomas, QB This offense is only as 
shirt freshman Bryan Bennett, a former 4-star recruit, is the No. 2 quarterback. good as the quarterback operating it, and 


RUNNING BACKS Redshirt freshman Dontae Williams elected to transfer rather Thomas should be All-Pac-12 caliber in 11. 
than return for 2011, and yet the Ducks still have an embarrassment of riches at eee ie & ae for pen 
running back this year. James could be the best back in the country, combining blaz- man Trophy 2s a sophomore, James figures 
eS. Sh ena himself in positi : , to set the school rushing record as a junior. 
ing speed with deceptive power to put himself in position to smash school rushing : ; = 
; matt Ae BS. : “ Cliff Harris, CB An electrifying cover corner 
records this season. His friend and position mate, Kenjon Barner, is a key to the offense as 
: . y , : who doubles as a punt returner. 
well. Barner is a talented receiver who figures to play quite a bit when James is also on the 
field, presenting a horrific matchup problem for opposing linebackers and safeties. Also on KEY LOSSES 
the roster is redshirt freshman Lache Seastrunk, a former 5-star recruit from Texas who Jordan Holmes, C A steady presence for two 
demonstrated in the spring that he could be ready to help the team as soon as this season. seasons from the all-important center spot. 


RECEIVERS This is one of the team’s biggest question marks, and a position where the estas pais ne) SH 


Ducks may need to depend on a couple of incoming recruits to have an impact. They lost Kenny Rowe, DE Had the ability to play both 
two of their three starters, including leading receiver Jeff Maehl along with D.J. Davis, end and outside linebacker as the Ducks ro- 
whose blocking in space was a crucial element of success in the spread offense. The third tated between a 3-4 and 4-3. 

starter, senior Lavasier Tuinei, is back, and the expectations are clear. “LT’s gotta step up,” 

Oregon receivers coach Scott Frost says. Tuinei isa tall, lanky target whose slight build be- 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
lies a toughness over the middle, though his hands need to be more consistent. Beyond Tu- 
inei, the Ducks boast sophomore Josh Huff, a versatile athlete still honing his Fundamentals 
as a wideout, and Justin Hoffman, a former walk-on who does all the little things right but 
will need to prove himself as an impact college player. The stage could be set for junior col- 
lege transfer Rahsaan Vaughn or an incoming freshman like Devon Blackmon to break 
into the lineup by late September. At tight end, senior David Paulson is as sure-handed as 
they come. Senior Brandon Williams is good enough — and the receivers are thin enough 
— that Oregon could play multiple tight ends frequently. 


James: Stephen Brashear; Thomas: Chris Covatta 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 1 Josh Huff (So.) _ 


WR _ 80 Lavasier Tuinei (Sr.) 


WR 81 Justin Hoffman (Jr.) 


lt 74 Darrion Weems (Sr.) 


LG 77 Carson York (Jt.) 


C 78 Karrington Armstrong (S0.) 
RG 70 Ramsen Golpashin (Sr.) 


RT 79 Mark Asper (Sr.) 
TE__ 42 David Paulson (St. 


QB 


RB 21 LaMichael James (.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 96 Dion Jordan (Jr.)_ 


OT 66 Taylor Hart (So.) 
DT __90 Ricky Heimuli (S0.) 


DE 45 Terrell Turner (Sr.) 
WLB 46 Michael Clay (Jr.) 


MIB 52 Dewitt Stuckey (Sr) 


$18 56 Josh Kaddu (Sr.) 
(8 13 Cliff Harris (Jr.) 


5 Darron Thomas (Jr.) 


30 Nick Cole (So.) 
9 Blake Cantu (So.) 


90 Will Murphy (jr) 


73. Brenton Spickerman (S0.) 


60 Ryan Clanton (jr.) 

55 Hroniss Grasu (Fr.) 

61 Nick Cody (Jr.) 

71 Everett Benyard (So.) , 


87 Brandon Williams (Sr) 


3 Bryan Bennett (Fr.) 


24 Kenjon Barner (Jr.) 


44 Brandon Hanna (Sf.)_ 
65 Isaac Remington (j) 

92 Wade Kelikipi (S0.) _ 
91 Tony Washington (Ft) 
22 Dertick Malone (Fr.). 

__ Anthony Wallace (Fr.) 
25 Bo Lokombo (So.) 


27 Terrance Mitchell (Fr) 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN None of the 2010 sen- 
iors — center Jordan Holmes, left tackle Bo 
Thran and right guard C.E. Kaiser — was con- 
sidered much ofa pro prospect, but their losses 
will be felt by the 2011 Ducks. Senior Darrion 
Weems gives UO a replacement at left tackle 
who boasts nearly a full season of starting ex- 
perience in his career, but the new center will be 
an underclassman, and the right guard will also 
be a relatively new face, potentially walk-on 
Ramsen Golpashin. The options at center are 
sophomore Karrington Armstrong and redshirt 
freshman Hroniss Grasu, but neither is a sure 
thing. The last time Oregon rebuilt its offen- 
sive line this extensively was 2009, when the 
new faces up front took a large share of the 


. blame for the Ducks’ ineptitude in a season- 


opening loss at Boise State. The presence of re- 
turning starters Carson York and Mark Asper 
makes this unit not nearly as green as that one, 
but it will be tested significantly against LSU. 


2 Troy Hill (Ft) 
12 Brian Jackson (So.) 
31 Avery Patterson (S0.) 


(B 18 Anthony Gildon (Sr) 
S20 John Boyett (.) 


S 11 Eddie Pleasant (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 93 Rob Beard (J) 
P 49 Jackson Rice (Jr.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Because Oregon plays 
so fast on offense, the Ducks relied on a deep 
rotation of defensive players in 2010 to stave 
off fatigue. And because of that, the loss of sev- 
eral veterans on the defensive line isn’t expected 
to be nearly as problematic as the situation on 
the offensive line. Gone are tackles Brandon 
Bair and Zac Clark plus hybrid end/linebacker 
Kenny Rowe, but in their places step the likes of Dion Jordan, Taylor Hart, Ricky Heimuli and Wade 
Keliikipi, all of whom played extensively in reserve last season. 


KR_1 Josh Huff (S0.) 


PR 13 Cliff Harris (Jr.) 


LINEBACKERS Like the receivers on offense, Oregon's losses at linebacker could end up being an even 
bigger issue than those on the line. Casey Matthews lived up to his family’s considerable reputation as a 
senior in 2010, and Spencer Paysinger was an underrated performer next to him. Junior Michael Clay 
is more than ready to replace Paysinger, but the new middle linebacker will have little experience. The 
most likely choice would have been Kiko Alonso, a junior 
TEAM INFORMATION who had already been suspended for the 2010 season in the 
HEAD COACH: Chip Kelly wake ofa DUI arrest when he blew out his ACL that spring. 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-4 (2 years) A year later he looked ready to fulfill the potential he dis- 
CAREER RECORD: 22-4 (2 years) played as a redshirt freshman, but another arrest following 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Helfrich Oregon's spring game clouded his future. The job may fall to 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Nick Aliotti Dewitt Stuckey, a senior whose experience mostly has come 
LOCATION: Eugene, Ore: on special teams.. The picture is much clearer at outside line- 
STADIUM: Autzen Stadium (54,000) backer, where Oregon has two athletic, physical options in 
- Josh Kaddu and Bo Lokombo. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary isn’t a concern for Oregon, not with the return of Harris 

along with safeties Eddie Pleasant and John Boyett. Harris is a candidate for All-America hon- 

ors as both a cornerback and return specialist. The lone new starter is Anthony Gildon, but 

the senior has opened several games in his career, including the 2010 Rose Bowl. This should 
be one of the better secondaries in the nation. 


SPECIALISTS The Ducks are in good shape in the kicking game. Punter Jackson Rice and place- 
kicker Rob Beard are back, as is long snapper Drew Howell and short snapper Jeff Palmer. And the sta- 
ble of returners include Harris, Barner and Huff, all threats to go the distance. 


SCOUTING THE DUCKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON “Well, Auburn finally showed all of us in the Pac-10 how to slow down 
Oregon — control the line of scrimmage and play them on a slippery field. | am very anxious to see how they 
do in the season opener against LSU (at Cowboys Stadium). ... With Darron Thomas and LaMichael James back, 
these guys won't miss a beat. To have any chance against them, you have to force Thomas to throw. But he’s 
really improved in that area, so that’s not such a good option any more. ... Oregon's the obvious favorite to 
win the league, but if the Ducks have a chink in their armor, it’s up front. They must replace three starters on 
both the offensive and defensive lines. However, as many guys as they play, I’m sure they'll have some capa- 
ble replacements ready to go. ... They lost their No. 1 receiver (Jeff Maehl) but to me that guy was just aver- 
age anyway. But he made some plays. ... | know Oregon's offense grabs all the headlines, but Nick Aliotti does 
not get enough credit for what he does as defensive coordinator. That guy can flat out coach.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


CONTINUITY, BUT BARELY Oregon's coach- 
ing staff is one of just six nationally set to re- 
turn intact in 2011, but that almost wasn’t the 
case. Receivers coach Scott Frost was pursued 
by his alma mater, Nebraska, before electing 
to stay with the Ducks, where he has devel- 
oped close friendships with head coach Chip 
Kelly and defensive backs coach John Neal. 


THIN ON THE LINE Two young offensive 
linemen retired from football over the offsea- 
son due to chronic medical conditions. Guard 
Nick Rowland, a top-rated recruit in 2010, left 
the team due to a leg problem, and tackle Ja- 
maal Burrell, a sleeper who progressed slowly 
during two seasons in Eugene, retired due to 
a heart condition. 


STREET-AGENT SCANDAL Oregon came 
under the NCAA microscope over the winter 
due to the organization’s interest in improved 
monitoring of 7-on-7 camps and so-called 
“street agents,” such as Willie Lyles, a Hous- 
ton man with ties to two UO running backs, 
Lache Seastrunk and LaMichael James. The 
Ducks were asked to supply documentation 
related to a $25,000 payment made to Lyles 
after Seastrunk signed in 2010, which was 
said to be for legitimate scouting services. 


CLIFF HARRIS 


RISING STAR 


A junior, Dion Jordan 
isn’t a new face, but 
he’s only in his sec- 
ond year playing de- 
fense after beginning 
his career at Oregon 
as a receiver and 
tight end. With a year 
of experience under 
his belt, Jordan has 
the potential to be 
the Ducks’ best pass- 
tusher from his defensive end spot. 
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2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 12-1, 9-0 (PAC-10) 


Q) 2011 oREGON ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 60 Hagen, Ryan 63/284 So. Brea, (A Sept. 4 New Mexico Wie 
3 Bennett, Bryan 62/193 Fr. Encino, CA 44 Hanna, Brandon 62/240 Sr. Coeur d'Alene, ID Sept. 11 at Tennessee W 48-13 
14 Haines, Dustin 63/204 So. Eugene, OR 66 Hart, Taylor 6-6/275 So. Tualatin, OR Sept. 18 Portland State W 69- 0 
16 Hawkins, Daryle 6-4/197 So. Omaha, NE 90 Heimuli, Ricky 6-4/321 So. Glendale, UT Sept. 25 at Arizona State W 42-31 
5 Thomas, Darron 63/215 Houston, TX 96 Jordan, Dion 67/230 ft. Chandler, AZ Oct. 2 Stanford W 52-31 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT at HOMETOWN 92. Keliikipi, Wade 6-2/289 So. Waianae, HI Oct. 9 at Washinaton State W 43-23 
24 Barnes, Kenjon 511/180 jf. Riverside, CA 94 McQuaw, Axel 66/275 So. Yachats, OR Oct. 21 UCLA s We 60-13 
31 Bassett, Kenny 59/175 Ft. Beverly Hills, CA 62 Musgrove, Nick 61/230 St. Eugene, OR : 
37 Blake, Anthony 510/190 So. Portland, OR 65 Remington, Isaac 6-6/286 Jf. Queen Creek, AZ Oct. 30 at USC W 53-32 
33 Forde, Ayele 57/179 Ft. Victorville, CA 45. Turner, Terrell 63/273 St. Los Angeles, CA Nov. 6 Washington W 53-16 
21 James, LaMichael 5-9/185 Jr Texarkana, TX 91 Washington, Tony 673/255 Fr. Rancho Cucamonga, CA Nov. 13. at California W 15-13 
15 Seastrunk, Lache 59/190 Fr. Temple, Xt egackers AI/Wt ra HOMETOWN Nov, 26 Arizona W 48-29 
RECEIVERS | HT/WT cL HOMETOWN — 47 Alonso, Kiko 6-4/237 ft. Los Gatos, (A Dec. 4 at Oregon State W 37-20 
92 Butterfield, Ben 6-0/186 So. Sherwood, OR 51 Ava, Isaac 510/238 Ewa Beach, HI Jan. 10 #Aubumn L 19-22 
9 Cantu, Blake 6-0/203 So. Southlake, Tk 46 Clay, Michael 511/220 Jr San Jose, (A 485 Championship 
Be isis ; she ie ey bs 38. Garrity, Mike 61/221 Ft. San Carlos, CA 2010 ING 
elaney, Cha x 0. imifa, 56 Kaddu, Josh 63/230 St. Vacaville, CA RAN 
19 Dungy, Eric 64/171 Ft Tampa, FL 43. Kamalani, Keloni 511/216 So. Kihei, HI Ki s 
s sna ie ref srtebio ‘a 25 Lokombo, Boseko 63/223 So, Abbotsford, BC Offense Per Game Pat-10 National 
t : k ij 22 Malone, Dertick 2/20 : , Scorin 47.0 1 1 
1 Huff, Josh 511/207 So. Houston, TX ths a bis Fe Sek ng ppg 
53 Stewart, Jennings 63/217 Jr. Grants Pass, OR Rushing 286.2 ypg 1 4 
lowe rene 23/3. Fe Portland, OR > stuckey, Dewitt 511/221 5 Stockton, (A Passing «244.5 #1 38 
90. Murphy, Will 62/183 Je Albany, OR ( : d 9 ~? Ypg 
40 Thompson, Blake 5-11/230 Sr. Cottage Grove, OR Total 530.7 ypg 1 1 
41 Stanton, Blake 511/202 At Los Angeles, CA 59 Thompson, Grant 5-11/213 Fr. Cottage Grove, OR 
80 Tuinei, Lavasier 65/216 Sr. Arcadia, IN i ; 9 4 Defense PerGame Pat-10 National 
TIGHT ENDS HI/wE nomerown DEFENSE eaels nat Ret ~~ Scoring = 187 ppg 22 
42 Paulson, David 64/241 St Auburn, wa 72 Bove spe y198 I Bi nes Rushing 1281 ypg «327 
86 Teague, Brian 63/258 So. Portland, on 4 Dargan, Eric 511/206 Ft. Pittsburg, (A Passing 217.9 ypg 6 SCS 
98 Voeller, Dallen 63/210 Ft. West Linn, OR > Dixon, Issac 511/185 Ft, Miami Gardens, FL Total 346.0 ypq 4 34 
83 White, Curtis 6-4/250 Fr. Eugene, OR 18 Gildon, Anthony 6-1/180 St. Simi Valley, CA 3 : 
87 Williams, Brandon 6-4/237 St. Merrionette Park, IL 3 oe 2 511/180 J. Tigard, OR . — Per on Pac-10 eae 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WE CL HOMETOWN ahs Ste Oe rome : a , 
78 Armstrong, Kartington  6-2/260 —So. Reno, NV + Ske Sane Hs aes Fs 2010 
a" Aspe Math eens SS Idaho Falls, 1D 37 Maffe, LR 511/197 So. Diamond Bar, CA 
ee eeapeeeer. in Sein) INDIVIDUAL STATS 
r “ : ay 27 Mitchell, Terrance 6-0/183 Fr. Sacramento, CA PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
61 Cody, Nick 6-5/296 ft. Brush Prairie, WA ‘ 
57 Fox, Trevor 65/280 So. Temecula, cA 3! Patterson, Avery 510/175 So. Pittsburg, CA Darron thomas 361 222 2,881 30 9 
70 Golpashin, Ramsen 6-4/275 St Saugus, CA 11 Pleasant, Eddie 511/213 St. la Palma, CA Nate Costa 33 25 286 1 0 
55. Grasu, Hroniss 63/278 fr. Encino, cA 17 Scales, James 510/185 Fr. Greensboro, NC 
63 Greig, Mana 511/291 So. Kailua, Hl SPECIALISTS H/T HOMETOWN RUSHING = ATT.--YDS_ AVG TD 
67 Sanford, Josh 6-2/276 St. St. Helens, OR 93 Beard, Rob (k) 6-0/225 Jr. Fullerton, CA laMichael James 294 1,731 5.9 21 
73. Spickerman, Brenton he So. West pages 50 Howell, Drew (LS) 62/220 So. Tehachapi, CA KenjonBarner 91 551 6.1 6 
74 Weems, Dartion 65/292 St. Winnetka, 90 Johanson, Neil (P) 6-0/185 fr. Camarillo, CA Darron thomas 93 486 52 5 
71 York, Carson 65/286 ff. Coeur d’Alene, 1044 Maldonado, Alejandro (K) 5-10/198 So. Colton, CA Bienes Abin Gi) cee ET. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN H/WE CL HOMETOWN 59 Palmer, Jeff (LS) 510/195 jf. Dana Point, CA : 
85 Anderson, Anthony 65/210 So. Spring Valley, CA 49. Rice, Jackson (P) 63/225 Ji. Moraga, CA RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
93 Ebert, jared 6-5/285 J. lowa City, IA 48 Solis, Eric (K) 5-10/182 So. Sherman Oaks, CA Jeff Maehl 77 1,076 14.0 12 
DJ. Davis 42 470 11.2 3 
lavasierTuinei 36 396 11.0 2 
David Paulson 24 418 17.4 4 
2011 SIGNEES KICKING: Rob Beard, 10-13 FGs, 63-64 XPs, 
‘ 97 points 
Devon Blackmon WR 6-1 177 Fontana, CA Lake Koa-Ka’ai DL 6-4 245 Honolulu, Hi TACKLES: Casey Matthews, 79; 
Tra Carson RB 6-0 227 Texarkana, TX Sam Kamp DL 6-4 247 Mesa, AZ John Boyett, 78 
Rahim Cassell LB 6-0 205 Lakewood, CAB). Kelley WR 6-2 175 Fresno, CA ; 
‘ . (A SACKS: Kenny Rowe, 7; Zac Clark, 4 
Tyson Coleman LB 6-1 203 Lake Oswego, OR Colt Lyerla WR 6-5 225 Hillsboro, OR sseanachho Cliff Harris, 6 
Jared Ebert DL 6-5 285 lowa City, 1A Marcus Mariota QB 6-4 194 Honolulu, HI te a ait omer 
Ifo Ekpre-Olomu (B 5-10 182 Chino Hills, CA Jamal Prater OL 6-4 290 Etiwanda, CA pn ore, Returning Players in Bold 
James Euscher OL 67 275 Beaverton, OR Tacoi Sumler WR 5-9 166 Miami, FL 
Jake Fisher OL 6-6 270 Traverse City, MI De’Anthony Thomas RB 5-9 160 Los Angeles, CA FANTASY FLASH 
Christian French TE 6-5 236 Cedar Rapids, IA Rahsaan Vaughn WR 6-2 192 Fremont, CA BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Carlyle Garrick 1B 6-2 204 Castro Valley, CA Anthony Wallace 18 6-0 221 Dallas, TX LaMichael James, RB 
Rodney Hardrick 1B 6-1 225 Colton, CA Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6-5 260 Scottsdale, AZ FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Tyler Johnstone OL 6-6 250 Chandler, AZ Lache Seastrunk, R8 
For the first time, National Signing Day ended with Oregon ranked in the top 10 nationally according to all of the major serv- TOP TARGET 
ices, largely due to the decision by 5-star athlete De’Anthony Thomas to sign with the Ducks instead of local favorite USC. He's Lavasier Tuinei, WR 
expected to enter the offensive rotation this fall. The Ducks signed big classes at receiver, where an immediate impact may be STOCK RISING 
necessary, and on the offensive line, where redshirts would be preferable. Three recruits arrived for spring drills — Colt Lyerla, David Paulson, TE 
Tyson Coleman and Jared Ebert — and all three looked ready to help in 2011, on special teams if nothing else. If the Ducks missed STOCK FALLING 


in this class, it was on the defensive line; they coveted Christian Heyward, who signed at USC, Delvon Simmons, who went to 
North Carolina before moving on to Texas Tech, and Roderick Byers, who stayed in-state at Clemson. 
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a ing out of the spring, but McCants looks like the best bet to be the starter. Still, Jenkins 


he offseason was like an ice-cold Gatorade bath to Oregon State coach Mike Riley. 
Only nobody was celebrating. As many feared, star tailback Jacquizz Rodgers an- 
nounced he would skip his senior year and bolt for the NFL. The fanbase they call 
“Beaver Nation” in Corvallis went looking for the nearest bridge. 

“Tr’s the nature of football,” says Riley, a calming voice amid the panic. “People were ask- 
ing me the same question when we lost Ken Simonton and when we lost Steven Jackson. 
What are we going to do? Well, we did just fine. How did Stanford do (in 2010) without 
Toby Gerhart? Stanford was actually better. ... Life goes on.” 

While the Quizz Question started to sort itself out in the spring with the emergence of 
star-crossed senior Ryan McCants, the status of star wide receiver/kick returner James 
Rodgers remained a major concern after Rodgers went through two knee operations (he 
was injured last Oct. 9 at Arizona) and began a slow rehab process that will carry through 
the summer. 


Sept. 3 Sacramento State 
Sept. 10 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 24 UCLA 

Oct. 1 at Arizona State 
Oct. 8 Arizona 

Oct. 15 BYU 

Oct. 22  #Washington State 
Oct. 29 at Utah 

Nov. 5 Stanford 

Nov. 12 California 

Nov. 19 Washington 


Oe eS Nov. 26 at Oregon 


Riley, always relentlessly upbeat, has a reputation for working miracles with lesser talent, 
but he does not want to contemplate the 2011 season without James Rodgers, who was 
granted a fifth year of eligibility. Rodgers — who will wear his brother's No. 1 jersey — is 
clearly the Beavers’ game-changer. At least, he was when he was 100 percent healthy. 

“We have a Plan A for carrying on with James, and a Plan B for going without him,” 
says Riley. No one wants to think about Plan B. 


With Arkansas’ Ryan Mallett now in the NFL, OSU junior Ryan Katz 
might have the strongest arm in college football. Katz threw for 2,401 yards and 18 
touchdowns last season, but he also got picked off 11 times and occasionally showed 
poor judgment. Riley says that the Beavers — known for high-octane, pro-style passing 
attacks — barely scratched the surface with their passing game in 2010. Katz is capable 
of head-turning performances — he was Pac-10 Player of the Week after torching No. 9 
Arizona for 393 yards and two TDs — but Riley wants to see more maturity and better 
decision-making. It bothered the coach that Katz, who broke a bone in his right wrist 
in the Civil War loss to Oregon, wasn't healed enough to fully participate in spring ball. 
“There's no way to put a positive spin on that,” says Riley, “but there was a silver lin- 
ing.” The silver lining was extra reps for No. 2 quarterback Cody Vaz and heir-appar- 
ent Sean Mannion, the 6'5" redshirt freshman who evokes memories of Derek Anderson 
and Sean Canfield. 


Jacquizz Rodgers didn’t take many plays off last season — he had 256 
carries — while back-ups McCants (four carries) and Jordan Jenkins (two carries) mostly 
stood on the sidelines and watched. McCants is 6'1", 237 pounds, and certainly looks the 
part of a Pac-12 tailback, but he’s had ball-control issues in the past, and he doesn't catch 
the ball or block as well as the coaches would like. There was no sure-fire frontrunner com- 


}) and sophomore Jovan Stevenson will get their share of the carries, as well. Freshman Ter- 


3 


ron Ward is a candidate to be used on third down. “I think we're going to have a good tail- 
back situation,” says Riley. “I’m not worried about it.” The scary. stat to consider is that 
OSU, with Quizz, was ninth in the Pac-10 and 97th in the nation in rushing at 119.6 
yards per game. 


OSU's top returnee statistically is wideout/fly sweeper Markus Wheaton, a 
junior jitterbug at 6'0", 181 who has next-level quickness and the ability — much like 
James Rodgers — to break open games. The cousin of noted ex-Oregon defensive back 
Kenny Wheaton had his breakout game against the Ducks in the Civil War with 10 catches 
for 137 yards and a touchdown. He followed up with a dominating spring. If Rodgers can 
fully recover and Jordan Bishop (out with a broken foot in the spring) returns to form, 
OSU should feature an explosive receiving corps. The staff is also excited about 6'5" red- 
shirt freshman Obum Gwacham, an intriguing red zone target who was known more for 
his high jumping on the track team until he learned to run routes and fend off defensive 
backs. Tight ends Joe Halahuni and Colby Prince are also inviting targets. Prince is 6'3", 
266 pounds, and runs well. “We need to find ways to take advantage of that,” says Riley. 


Major improvement is needed here. No telling how many yards 
Jacquizz Rodgers would have rushed for if he'd had more blocking up front. There were 
major changes in the offseason, with veteran Mike Remmers taking over at left tackle to 
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KEY BEAVERS 


Ryan Katz, QB The guy they call (Nolan) 
Ryan may be headed for a monster season. 
James Rodgers, WR His healthy return from 
two knee operations would provide a big 
boost to the Beaver attack. 

Lance Mitchell, 5 Athletic, explosive player is 
tingleader of 2 ball-hawking secondary. 


KEY LOSSES 


Jacquizz Rodgers, RB Left for the NFL ranked 
No. 2 on school’s all-time rushing list (3,877 
yards) and No. 6 in Pac-10 history. 

Stephen Paea, DT Routinely commanded 
double- and triple-teams. Leaves a big hole 
up front in the middle. 

James Dockery, CB Leader of the secondary, 
good cover guy, heart-and-soul player. 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


Katz, Wheaton: Stephen Brashear 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 2 Markus Wheaton (Jr.) 
WR _1 James Rodgers (St.) 
WR 23 Jordan Bishop (Jr.) 

tT 50 Mike Remmers (Sr) 
LG 69 Josh Andrews (So.) 

C 70 Grant Johnson (Sr.) 


86 Obum Gwacham (Fr.) 
15 Darrell Catchings (Sr.) 


84 Kevin Cummings (So.) 


62 Geoff Garner (So.) 
71 Grant Enger (S0.) 
‘65 Roman Sapolu (Ft) 


RG 74 Burke Ellis (Sr. 


61 Michael Lamb (St) 


RT__77 Michael Philipp (jr) 


TE _ 87 Joe Halahuni (Sr.) _ 


64 Colin Kelly (jr) 


82 Colby Prince (Jr) 


QB 12 Ryan Katz (jr.) 


14 Cody Vaz (So) 


RB 24 Ryan McCants (st) 
DEFENSE (3) 

DE 56 Rusty Fernando (Jr) 
DT 74 Kevin Frahm (Sr.) 
DT 96 Dominic Glover (St.) 
DE _91 Taylor Henry (jc) 


19 Jovan Stevenson (So.) 


95 Scott Crichton (Fr) _ 
98 Castro Masaniai (Jr.) 
66 Ben Motter (Sr.) 


99 Blake Harrah (jt) ; = 


OLB 5 Cameron Collins (Sr.) 


46 Shiloah Te’o (jr) 


MLB 43 Tony Wilson (Jt.) _ 


41 Feti Unga (jr) 


OLB 40 Michael Doctor (So.) 


39 Donell Welch (Fr.). 


(B17 Brandon Hardin (1) 


6 Sean Martin (So.) 


(B14 Jordan Poyer (Jr.) 


$10 Lance Mitchell (St) 


16 Rashaad Reynolds (So.) 


2 Josh LaGrone (Jr) 


S 3 Anthony Watkins (Jr.) 


12 Dax Dilbeck (50.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K __27 Trevor Romaine (Fr.) 
P 7 Johnny Hekker (Sr.) 


KR 14 Jordan Poyer (Jr.) 


PR 2 Markus Wheaton (jc) _ 


protect Katz's blind side. That bumped touted 
junior Michael Philipp, who had a very poor 
sophomore season, to right tackle. Sophomore 
Josh Andrews went from center to left guard, 
and left guard Grant Johnson moved to center. 
Some suggested this was simply a Pac-12 ver- 
sion of re-arranging the deck chairs on the Ti- 
tanic, but noted position coach Mike 
Cavanaugh talked about a “Fight Back” mantra 
for 2011 and a new-look offensive line that will 
add some “mean and nasty” to its game. Mean 
and nasty would be a very good thing, because 
McCants and Co. are going to need all of the 
help they can get. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Three starters used up 
their eligibility, including All-America defen- 
sive tackle Stephen Paea, which makes this a 
fingers-crossed area for Riley and his coaching 
staff. Starting end Dominic Glover moves to 
the inside along with veteran Kevin Frahm. 
Junior college transfer Rusty Fernando has 
taken over one of the defensive end spots op- 
posite veteran Taylor Henry. The Beavers aren't 
very big, and they don’t have a classic run- 
stuffer in the Paea mold, but they are exceed- 
ingly quick, and position coach Joe Seumalo 
believes OSU will have good enough depth to 
rotate eight or nine players and be fresh in the 
fourth quarter. The biggest improvement needs 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


RUNNING MEN OSU has had a player rush 
for 1,000 or more yards every season since 
2005. Since Ken Simonton's 1,028 yards in 
1998, the only years OSU failed to produce a 
1,000-yard rusher were 2001 and 2004. Since 
‘98, the Beavers have had a 1,000-yard rusher 
a Pac-12-leading 11 times. 


SCHEDULE TALK The Beavers’ September 
schedule looks slightly less imposing than last 
season's gauntlet of TCU, Louisville and Boise 
State. OSU had the most difficult schedule in 
the country last season, according to the 
Sagarin ratings. OSU did manage to beat two 
top 20 teams last season, No. 9 Arizona in 
Tucson and No. 20 USC in Corvallis. 


HEISMAN FOES OSU played against three of 
the four Heisman Trophy finalists last season 
— Stanford’s Andrew Luck, Oregon's LaMichael 
James and Boise State’s Kellen Moore. The 
Beavers went 0-for-3. 


STAFF SHAKEUP Mike Riley shook up his 
staff in the offseason, saying goodbye to 15- 
year veteran position coach Greg Newhouse 
and adding wide receivers coach Brent Bren- 
nan and running backs coach Chris Brasfield. 
Brasfield replaced Reggie Davis, who left to 
join Jim Harbaugh’s staff with the 49ers. 


to come in stopping the run. Even with Paea in the middle last season, the Beavers were seventh in the 
Pac-10 and 89th nationally in run defense, allowing 179.5 yards per game. 


LINEBACKERS A trouble area last season might be a strength this season, provided the Beavers can get 
solid play from the middle linebacker position, where junior Tony Wilson looks like the starter. OSU 
believes its outside linebackers — converted safety Cameron Collins and Michael Doctor — could be 
outstanding, Collins is 6'2", 244, and hits like a ton of bricks, while Doctor has the wheels to go side- 


line to sideline. Riley used to call his program, “Linebacker 
TEAM INFORMATION 


U, West Coast Branch,’ but he hasn’t been able to make that 
HEAD COACH: Mike Riley 


boast in recent years. 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 69-54 (10 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 69-54 (10 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Danny Langsdort 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Banker 
LOCATION: Corvallis, Ore. 
STADIUM: Reser Stadium (45,674) 


DEFENSIVE BACKS There were games — Boise State comes 
to mind — where wide receivers ran wild in the Beavers’ 
secondary. Riley isn’t making any bold predictions about 
this year’s group, but he likes the look of Brandon Hardin 
and Jordan Poyer at the corners with Lance Mitchell and 


Anthony Watkins at safety. Hardin has lost some weight 

and seems better equipped to be an adequate cover guy. 
Poyer is one of the team’s top all-around athletes. and he’s a dangerous kick returner. Mitchell is one 
of the team’s top defensive playmakers with 157 career tackles. He's made 21 straight starts. 


SPECIALISTS It’s death, taxes, and dependable senior Marcus Perry at long snapper for OSU. For- 
mer high school quarterback Johnny Hekker might have the strongest arm of any punter in college 
football. He’s got a good leg, too. The new face in the mix is freshman placekicker Trevor Romaine, 
a confident sort who wears a big diamond earring. Special teams coach Bruce Read — the former N.Y. 
Giants and Dallas Cowboys’ special teams coach — believes the Beavers won't miss a beat from previ- 


ous kickers Alexis Serna and Justin Kahut. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON STATE “Wow, they‘ve lost some good ones — (running back) Jacquizz Rodgers 
and (defensive tackle) Stephen Paea. Paea was a beast on the defensive line. | don’t know how Oregon State is 
going to replace those guys. I'm not so sure Oregon State knows how either. Then there is the uncertainty surround- 
ing James Rodgers. Will he be able to return? | certainly hope so, | feel for the kid. But I’m sure that won't be easy. 
... Quizz is what made that offense go. They do a real nice job in the passing game but Quizz just made so many 
plays. ... Last year, the Beavers had an up and down season. If they’te going to get back to a bowl game, they'll 
need better production from quarterback Ryan Katz. He has a cannon for an arm, but sometimes you're not sure 
where what target he’s aiming at. He should be improved. ... Like the offense, the defense was consistently incon- 
sistent last season. They should probably be about the same next year — good for five or six wins. ... One thing 
you're going to get every year is they play very hard. They‘te very well-coached and solid defensively,” 
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BRANDON HARDIN 
RISING STAR 


Linebacker Michael 
Doctor is a sopho- 
more who patiently 
waited his turn and 
then slipped seam- 
lessly into the weak- 
side linebacker spot 
in the spring. Doctor 
is fast, fearless, and 
a big hitter. In the 
spring scrimmages, 
Doctor displayed a 
propensity for trash-talking, which he says he 
picked up from listening to Jacquizz Rodgers. 


Hardin: Stephen Brashear 


Mer 2011 OREGON STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
12 Katz, Ryan 

17 Lomax, Jack 
4 Mannion, Sean 
14 Vaz, Cody 


RUNNING BACKS 

33 Darkins, Will 

34 Jenkins, Jordan 
22. Marable, Malcolm 
24 McCants, Ryan 
32 Meng, Westly 

36 Parsons, Dylan 
19 Stevenson, Jovan 
28 Ward, Terron 

42 York, Clayton 


RECEIVERS 

85 Ackerman, Brett 
37 Bedbury, Jeff 

23 Bishop, Jordan 
15 Catchings, Darrell 
84 Cummings, Kevin 
29 Evans, Danny 
86 Gwacham, Obum 
40 Hall, Garett 

81 Hatfield, Micah 
18 Munoz, Geno 
Rodgers, James 
21 Singles, Mitch 
80 Storey, Will 

2 Wheaton, Markus 


TIGHT ENDS 

87 Halahuni, Joe 
89 Hamlett, Connor 
88. Perry, Tyler 

82 Prince, Colby 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
69 Andrews, Joshua 
51 Beaton, Michael 
74 Ellis, Burke 

71 Enger, Grant 

62 Garner, Geoff 
70 Johnson, Grant 
64 Kelly, Colin 

61 Lamb, Michael 
53 Lyons, Colin 
Magnuson, Aaron 
75 Nielson, Derek 
77 Philipp, Michael 
50 Remmers, Mike 
67 Ross, Rory 

65 Sapolu, Roman 
73 Vieru, David 


— 


HT/WT 
61/209 
62/175 
6-5/204 
6-0/200 
HT/WT 
6-1/230 
64/211 
51/157 
6-1/237 
6-0/208 
5-9/210 
511/183 
57/187 
6-0/225 
HI/WT 
62/195 
510/187 
63/199 
511/164 
6-0/168 
63/179 
6-5/218 
5-9/190 
6-0/162 
6-0/193 
57/188 
62/196 
6-1/208 
6-0/181 
HI/WT 
62/252 
67/253 
6-4/239 
63/266 
HT/WT 
6-2/278 
63/298 
6-4/285 
6-5/260 
6-5/301 
63/285 
6-4/290 
63/287 
63/275 
6-3/308 
6-3/293 
63/307 
6-4/305 
63/278 
6-0/260 
6-2/308 


2011 SIGNEES 


Justin Addie 
Malcolm Agnew 
Flisinoa Aluesi 
Peter Ashton 
Lavonte Barnett 
Brandon Bennett 
Kellen Clute 
Desmond Collins 
Brandin Cooks 
Mishawn Cummings 
Rusty Fernando 
Rudolf Fifita 
Akeem Gonzales 


OL 
RB 
ATH 
QB 
ATH 
oT 
TE 
DE 
WR 
(8 
DE 
DE 
OL 


63 
5-10 
6-6 
63 
6-2 
63 
6-5 
63 
5-11 
5-11 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 


285 
180 
243 
185 
235 
278 
226 
240 
165 
190 
200 
240 
240 


HOMETOWN 
Santa Monica, CA 
Lake Oswego, OR 

Pleasanton, CA 
Lodi, CA 


HOMETOWN 

Lake Oswego, OR 
Salem, OR 
Pasadena, CA 
Corona, CA 
Gresham, OR 
Olympia, WA 
Tucson, AZ 
Antioch, CA 
Redmond, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Venice, CA 
Eugene, OR 

West Salem, OR 
Escondido, CA 
Culver City, CA 
Pine Bluff, AR 
Chino Hills, CA 
Olympia, WA 
Lake Oswego, OR 
Tacoma, WA 
Richmond, TX 
Medford, OR 
Lake Oswego, OR 
Chandler, AZ 


HOMETOWN 
Graham, WA 
Edmonds, WA 
Ventura, CA 
Albany, OR 
HOMETOWN 
Fontana, CA 
Dallas, OR 
Canby, OR 
Bothell, WA 
Mesa, AZ 
Baker City, OR 
Kelso, WA 
Portland, OR 
Carmichael, CA 
Albany, OR 
Eugene, OR 
San Bernardino, CA 
West Linn, OR 
Phoenix, AZ 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Portland, OR 


Mesa, AZ 

St. Louis, MO 
Portland, OR 
Keller, TX 
Lancaster, CA 
Spring, TX 

Mead, WA 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Stockton, CA 

San Jose, CA 
Apache Junction, AZ 
Eueless, TX 
Mission Hills, CA 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
76 Braun, John 

95 Crichton, Scott 
74 Frahm, Kevin 
96 Glover, Dominic 
91 Henry, Taylor 
94 Kell, Devon 

79 Lopez, Joe 

98 Masaniai, Castro 
66 Motter, Ben 

66 Rosa, Mana 

49 Seumalo, Andrew 
52 Thompson, Fred 
97 Tuivailala, Mana 


LINEBACKERS 

55 Akuna, Shaydon 
45 Bibbee, Michael 
5 Collins, Cameron 
40 Doctor, Michael 
51 Gilmur, Charlie 
36 Parish, Joshua 
13 Robinson, Rueben 
46 Te’o, Shiloah 

41 Unga, Feti 

39 Welch, Donell 
43. Wilson, Tony 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
47 Anderson, Tyler 
12 Dilbeck, Dax 

21 Handford, Ryan 
17 Hardin, Brandon 
2 LaGrone, Josh 
15 Levasa, Levi 

6 Martin, Sean 

10 Mitchell, Lance 
25 Murphy, Ryan 
20 Parker, Keynan 
14 Poyer, Jordan 

16 Reynolds, Rashaad 
30 Sanders, Zeke 

3 Watkins, Anthony 
38 Watkins, Brian 


SPECIALISTS 

7 Hekker, Johnny (P) 
18 Johnson, Max (kK) 
48 Kostol, Keith (P) 


58 Morovick, Michael (LS) 


57 Perry, Marcus (LS) 
27 Romaine, Trevor (K) 
52 Whalen, Troy (LS) 


Blake Harrah 
d'Vante Henry 
Darryl Jackson 
Jaswha James 
Jabral Johnson 
Richard Mullaney 
Na’Alii Robins 
Larry Scott 
Tyler Trosin 
Josh Williams 
Storm Woods 
Dylan Wynn 


DE 
OL 
T 
DE 
LB 
WR 


OE 


Tyrequek Zimmerman WR 


6-5/288 
63/250 
63/262 
6-4/316 
63/296 
HT/WT 
6-0/213 
62/237 
6-2/244 
511/221 
61/227 
541/225 
63/225 
5-10/204 
6-2/230 
6-1/205 
61/231 
HI/WT 
5-9/197 
6-1/203 
5-9/198 
62/215 
6-1/200 
511/206 
511/170 
62/207 
63/212 
511/177 
511/189 
510/180 
61/212 
61/215 
5-9/179 
HI/WT 
6-5/223 
510/173 
63/168 
6-0/206 
511/239 
510/188 
6-1/192 


6-1 
6-5 
6-6 
62 
6-2 
6-3 
63 
6-1 
5-11 
6-0 
5-11 
63 
6-0 


236 
193 
334 
220 
218 
185 
245 
170 
185 
218 
205 
234 
186 


HOMETOWN 
Lebanon, OR 
Tacoma, WA 
Portland, OR 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Altadena, CA 
Hilo, HI 
Portland, OR 
Waipahu, HI 
Philomath, OR 
Haiku, HI 
Corvallis, OR 
Richmond, CA 
Seaside, (A 


HOMETOWN 
Nanakuli, Hl 
Eugene, OR 
Santa Monica, CA 
Tulsa, OK 
University Place, WA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Chandler, AZ 
Laie, HI 
Rochester, CA 
Palm Desert, CA 
Salem, OR 


HOMETOWN 
Walnut Creek, CA 
Edmond, OK 

New Brunswick, Nj 
Honolulu, HI 

San Diego, CA 
Tualatin, OR 
Corona, CA 
Pasadena, CA 
Oakland, CA 

New Westminster, BC 
Astoria, OR 

Los Angeles, CA 
Santa Cruz, CA 
Burien, WA 

Burien, WA 


HOMETOWN 
Bothell, WA 
Astoria, OR 
Tigard, OR 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Eastlake, CA 
Corona, CA 
Concord, CA 


Temecula, CA 
Moore, OK 
Lakewood, CA 
Inglewood, CA 
Lawton, OK 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
Honolulu, HI 
Corona, CA 
Folsom, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 
Pflugerville, TX 
Concord, CA 
Lawton, OK 


Oregon State never earns high marks from the recruiting services, but Mike Riley was absolutely thrilled with his 2011 signees. 
The Beavers are excited about running backs Malcolm Agnew of St. Louis, Mo., and Storm Woods of little Pflugerville, Texas. 
Agnew is the son of former NFL player Ray Agnew (now a scout with the St. Louis Rams), and he’s grown up around the game. 
Woods says he was disappointed that he won't be able to learn from departed Jacquizz Rodgers, but he’s thrilled at the chance 
to make a quick impact. “He's an All-American. | want to be where he’s at,” says Woods. Oregon State signed an impressive 
group of receivers, led by one-time UCLA commit (and 4-star prospect) Brandin Cooks, and they believe they found a sleeper 
defensive end in Dylan Wynn. The class includes one quarterback, lightly recruited Peter Ashton from Keller, Texas. 
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2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 5-7, 4-5 (PAC-10) 
Sept. 4 vs. TCU (Arlington) L 21-30 
Sept. 18 Louisville W 35-28 
Sept. 25 at Boise State L 24-37 
Oct. 2 Arizona State W 31-28 
Oct. 9 at Arizona W 29-27 
Oct. 16 at Washington L(ol) 34-35 
Oct. 30 California W 35-7 
Nov. 6 at UCLA L 14-17 
Nov. 13 Washington State L 14-31 
Nov. 20 USC W 36-7 
Nov. 27 at Stanford L 0-38 
Dec. 4 Oregon L 20-37 
2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame Pac-10 National 
Scoring 24.4 ppg 7 82 
Rushing 119.6 ypg 9 97 
Passing 206.9 ypg 7 71 
Total 326.5 ypg 9 94 
Defense Per Game Pac-10 National 
Scoring 26.8ppg 7 64 
Rushing 179.5ypg 7 89 
Passing 228.4ypg 7 79 
Total 407.9 ypg 8 86 
10 Margin PerGame Pac-10 National 
+4 +033 3 35 

2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Ryan Katz 355 213 2,401 18 11 
Cody Vaz 17 6 4 0 0 
RUSHING Alt YOS AVG TD 
Jacquizz Rodgers 256 1,184 4.6 14 
Markus Wheaton 27 220 81 2 
JamesRodgets 8 38 48 0 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Markus Wheaton 55 675 12.3 4 
Jacquizz Rodgers 44 287 65 3 
Aaron Nichols 31 336 10.8 1 
Joe Halahuni 30 «390 13.0 6 
Jordan Bishop 22 353 16.0 2 


KICKING: Justin Kahut, 8-12 FGs, 35-37 XPs, 
59 points 

TACKLES: Dwight Roberson, 88; 

Suaesi Tuimaunei, 85 

SACKS: Stephen Paea, 6; Gabe Miller, 5 
INTERCEPTIONS: James Dockery, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Ryan Katz, QB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Terron Ward, RB 
TOP TARGET 

Markus Wheaton, WR 
MEDICAL RISK 
James Rodgers, WR 
STOCK RISING 

Ryan Katz, QB 

For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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gy tanford batted .500 in the offseason. The Cardinal were able to keep star quarter- 

We back Andrew Luck but lost coach Jim Harbaugh to the San Francisco 49ers. Those 

“$) were the principal characters largely responsible for Stanford's ascension to the na- 

~ tional elite last season. The Cardinal went 12-1, destroyed Virginia Tech in the Or- 
ange Bowl and finished the year ranked No. 4 in the final Associated Press poll. 

The question now is whether Stanford can build upon what Harbaugh started. Har- 


| baugh took over in 2007, inheriting a team that went 1-11, and in just four years had the 


program in a BCS bowl game. 

The good news for Stanford is that it was able to maintain some measure of continuity. 
Not only is Luck back in Palo Alto for one more season, but the Cardinal also elevated of- 
fensive coordinator David Shaw to head coach, keeping much of the culture and philoso- 
phy intact. 

Shaw says it’s not a matter of continuing what Harbaugh started. That is ancient history. 
But one of Shaws biggest challenges will be maintaining the toughness in the program 
that Harbaugh instilled. Shaw himself has his sights set on not just maintaining what Har- 
baugh started, but elevating the program even more. 


ARTE ) There's not much evaluation to be done here. The Cardinal have 
the best quarcedtsackct in the country, and their long-range hopes in 2011 are in his 
hands. Luck would have been the No. 1 overall pick in the 2011 NFL Draft but 
elected to return to school and get his degree in architectural design. He was third 
in the nation in passing efficiency last season (170.16) and finished as the runner-up to 
Auburn’s Cam Newton in the Heisman Trophy balloting. There's not much Luck needs 
to improve upon. He spent the spring helping run the quarterback meetings. Sophomore 
Josh Nunes, like Luck a highly recruited quarterback coming out of high school, was 
ag as the a during the spring. 


NIN § With all the attention Luck receives, it’s easy to overlook Stanford’s 
running sie! But the Cardinal have an impressive group of tailbacks who play an 
important role in Stanford’s pro-style offense. Stanford returns its top four rushers from 
last season, including junior Stepfan Taylor, who became only the sixth running back 
in school history to rush for 1,000 yards in a season (1,137). “He's that guy that helps 
me sleep well at night — just knowing when he was in the game, he was going to do it right 
with 100 percent effort,” Shaw says. “He was that steadying force for us.” Anthony Wilk- 
erson and Tyler Gaffney provide depth, and that’s not even including senior Jeremy Stew- 
art, who began last season as Stanford's starter before an ankle injury in the season-opener 
limited him to just 13 carries in the regular season. Stewart had a key 60-yard touchdown 
run in the Orange Bowl. The Cardinal will be hard-pressed to replace Owen Marecic, one 
of the top fullbacks in the country who also started at inside linebacker. Ryan Hewitt 
ate as his heir apparent during the spring. 


E § As good as Luck is, he will be dealing with a fairly inexperienced receiving 
corps s this season. The Cardinal lost starters Doug Baldwin and Ryan Whalen, who com- 
bined for 99 catches for 1,296 yards and 11 touchdowns last year. Senior Chris Owusu, 
who was limited to 25 catches in eight games last season due to injury, is back. He caught 
37 passes and scored five touchdowns as a sophomore. Walk-on Griff Whalen, Ryan's 
younger brother, should step into a starting role alongside Owusu after catching 17 passes 
last season. Talented sophomores Jamal-Rashad Patterson and Drew Terrell are expected to 
take on larger roles. With Coby Fleener, Zach Ertz and Levine Toilolo, the Cardinal may 
have the deepest group of tight ends in the country. Fleener averaged 15.5 yards per re- 
ception last season — an See impressive number for a tight end. 


FENSI ] Luck’s talents are obvious, but he has benefited from an of 
fave line that bas been one the nation’s best the past two seasons. The unit will have 
to be rebuilt a bit after the loss of first-team All-America center Chase Beeler along 

SS with Andrew Phillips and Derek Hall. “We're not just replacing guys that can go out 

there and play,” Shaw says. “We're replacing guys that helped us establish our mentality.” 

Jonathan Martin and David DeCastro, who along with Beeler were named All-Pac-10 first 

team last year, return to play left tackle and right guard, respectively. Sophomore Kevin 

Danser emerged at left guard in the spring, while junior Sam Schwartzstein and sophomore 

Khalil Wilkes will compete to replace Beeler at center. 
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2011 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 San Jose State 
Sept. 10 atDuke 
Sept. 17 at Arizona 
Oct. 1 UCLA 

Oct. 8 Colorado 

Oct. 15 at Washington State 
Oct. 22 Washington 
Oct. 29 at USC 

Nov. 5 at Oregon State 
Nov. 12 Oregon 

Nov. 19 California 
Nov. 26 Notre Dame 


STEPFAN TAYLOR 


Andrew Luck, QB Heisman runner-up’s return 
to campus makes Stanford a conference 
contender again. 

Shayne Skov, LB Strong finish to 2010 makes 
him an All-Pac-12 candidate this season. 
Stepfan Taylor, RB Had seven 100-yard 
games last season, including five straight in 
one midseason stretch. 


Owen Marecic, LB/FB Rare two-way player 
received three first-place Heisman votes. 
Chase Beeler, C First-team All-American an- 
chored a dominant offensive line. 

Ryan Whalen, WR Consistent target had 139 
receptions over the last three years. 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


Luck, Taylor: Brian Ebner 


21 Jamal-Rashad Patterson (Jc) 


4 Drew Terrell (Jr) 
54 David Yankey (Ft.) 
75 ‘Dillon Bonnell (Fr) 


65 Khalil Wilkes (S0.) 

50 Cole Underwood (Fr) 
73 Cameron Fleming (Fr) 
86 Zach Ertz (So.) 

6 Josh Nunes (So.) 

10 Geoff Meinken (So.) 


34 Jeremy Stewart (Sr.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN With nose tackle Sione 
Fua and defensive end Brian Bulcke moving 
on, Shaw is hoping fifth-year senior Matt 
Masifilo takes the next step on and off the 
field. Masifilo was an All-Pac-10 honorable 
= mention selection last season at defensive end 

and will have two new players next to him this 
| season in the Cardinal’s 3-4 alignment. Fua 
will be hard to replace. He was second-team 
All-Pac-10 last season and consistently com- 
manded double-teams up front. Junior Ter- 
rence Stephens, a former 4-star recruit from 
Maryland, is the leading candidate to replace 
him. Josh Mauro and Eddie Plantaric are bat- 
tling for the spot to replace Bulcke. Mauro had 
seven tackles in spot duty last season. 


LINEBACKERS The Cardinal face a huge loss 
here in the departure of Marecic, who was a rar- 
— | ity asa true two-way player. The good news for 
Stanford is that it returns its other inside line- 
backer, Shayne Skov, who looks ready to 
emerge as one of the conference's top defensive 
players. A former 5-star recruit, Skov came on 
at the end of last season, punctuating his play 
down the stretch with 12 tackles and three sacks 
K 19 Jordan Williamson (Ft) _KR_81_ Chris Owusu (St.) in the Orange Bowl. Skov was Stanford’s lead- 
P__38 David Green (Sr, PR 4 Drew Terrell (j.) _ ing tackler last season with 84 stops. The Car- 
- eee! dinal also return their second-leading tackler, 
outside linebacker Chase Thomas. Skov and 
Thomas combined for 15 sacks. Senior Max Bergen is the leading candidate to replace Marecic. Stan- 
ford also has to fill the outside linebacker position vacated by Thomas Keiser, and sophomore Trent 
Murphy is in position to take over there. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Cardinal have the luxury of experience in the secondary, with safeties De- 
lano Howell and Michael Thomas providing playmaking i in the back line. Howell has emerged as 
one of the conference’s top defensive backs after converting from running back two years ago. He was 
an All-Pac-10 second-team pick last year after registering five interceptions. Thomas made the move 
from corner to free safety last year and flourished. Stanford 
TEAM INFORMATION also returns starting cornerback Johnson Bademosi, but suf 
HEAD COACH: David Shaw fers a big loss on the other side with the departure of 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: First Season Richard Sherman, a terrific athlete who had four intercep- 
COGER RECORD = ist Season” tions and 50 tackles last year. Sophomore Barry Browning 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pep Hamilton N 


CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Derek Mason, is the leading candidate to replace Sherman. 


Jason Tarver SPECIALISTS One of the unsung heroes from Stanford's 
LOCATION: Stanford, Calif breakout season was kicker Nate Whitaker, who made 17- 
STADIUM: Stanford Stadium (50,000) of-19 field goals and was an All-Pac-10 first-team selection. 
His departure leaves a big void, but the Cardinal have two 
candidates to replace him, including Whitaker's younger 
brother, Eric. Freshman Jordan Williamson kicked well in the spring. The Cardinal have a spirited 
punting competition between junior Daniel Zychlinski and senior David Green. Zychlinski han- 
dled most of the duties last season, but Green took over for the final two games. Stanford is well set 
in the return game. When healthy, Owusu is one of the most dangerous kick returners in the coun- 
try — he returned three kicks for touchdowns in 2009. Terrell returns as the Cardinal's primary 
punt returner. 


SCOUTING THE CARDINAL 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP STANFORD “Well, the inevitable finally happened with Jim Harbaugh bolting to the 
NFL. | don’t think anyone was surprised. It was just a matter of time. What he did there in such a short time 
was remarkable. But, of course, having a quarterback named Andrew Luck certainly made it easier. ... With 
Luck returning, if Oregon is 1A to win the league, then Stanford is 18. He is just a super, super kid on and off 
the field. While he'll make our lives miserable, I'm glad he returned. ... He lost a few of his linemen along with 
both wideouts (Doug Baldwin and Ryan Whalen). Also they lost Owen Marecic, who was such a leader starting 
at fullback and linebacker. ... I'd say Luck is in the top five of the guys that we've (ever) played, and we've 
played a lot of good ones. He's unbelievably accurate. | watch him in pregame and he doesn’t look pretty, but 
he is accurate. ... The big question is how David Shaw fits in as Harbaugh’s replacement. It should be a smooth 
transition since he was so successful there as offensive coordinator. But, you never know. Also, will they lose 
that hard-nosed, tough-as-nails personality they had last year without Harbaugh?” 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 17 Griff Whalen (sr.) 

WR 81 Chris Owusu (Sr) 
155 Jonathan Martin (jt.) 
LG 76 Kevin Danser (So.) 

C __ 64 Sam Schwartzstein (Jr.) 
RG 52 David DeCastro (jr) 

RT 77 Tyler Mabry (St.) 

E 82 CobyFleener (St) 
QB 12 Andrew Luck (Jr.) 

FB 85 Ryan Hewitt t (S0,) 


B33 Stepfon Taylor) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 90 Josh Mauro (So.) 


NT 99 Tesrence Stephens (i) 
DE 98 Matt Masifilo (Sr.) 
OLB 44 Chase Thomas (jr.) 
IB 11 Shayne Skov(Jr.) 

LB 57 Max Bergen (St) 

OLB 93 Trent Murphy (So.) 
(B 27 Johnson Bademosi (6) 


(B 31 Barty Browning (So.) 


\mt 


96 Eddie Plantaric (Fr.) 


91 Henry Anderson (Fr.) 


SRL = 


96 Eddie Plantaric (Fr.) 


45 Blake | Lueders (So.) 


5 Jarek Lancaster (So.) 
__ James Vaughters (ee 
42 Alex Debniak (Jr.) 

_ 6 Terrence Brown (50) 
5 Devon n Carrington ( (So) 
) td Reynolds (So.) f 


Wayne Lyons (Fr) 


SS 26 Delano Howell (Sr.) 
FS 3 Michael Thomas (Sr.)_ 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


TURNAROUND Last year’s 12-1 season made 
Stanford the first team in FBS history to win 
12 games four years after losing 11. 


MAKING HEADLINES The Cardinal have had 
the Heisman Trophy runner-up in each of the 
past two seasons — running back Toby Gerhart 
in 2009 and quarterback Andrew Luck in 2010. 


HAPPY FEET With every yard he gains on the 
ground this season, quarterback Andrew Luck 
will build on the record he already set last 
season for career rushing yards by a Stanford 
quarterback. He enters the season with 807 
fushing yards. 


COMING BACK HOME David Shaw is the 
first Stanford graduate to become the school’s 
head coach since Paul Wiggin in 1983. 


CONSISTENCY Stanford is looking for its third 
straight winning season, something it hasn’t 
accomplished since posting 11 straight from 
1968-78. 


SHUTOUTS The Cardinal shut out three Pac-10 
foes last season, UCLA (35-0), Washington 
(41-0) and Oregon State (38-0). It was the 
first time since 1969 that Stanford recorded 
three shutouts in the same season. 


DELANO HOWELL 


RISING STAR 


James Vaughters is 
fated as one of na- 
tion’s top linebackers 
entering college 
football this season. 
The Cardinal have 
some holes to fill, 
and Vaughters could 
step right in and 
play right away, ei- 
ther inside or on the 
outside. 


Howell: Brian Ebner 


GS 2011 STANFORD ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 12-1, 8-1 (PAC-10) 


QUARTERBACKS HTL HOMETOWN — 65. Wilkes, Khalil 63/280 50, Teaneck, Nj | Sept. 4 Sacramento State W = 52-17 
12 Luck, Andrew 64/235 ff. Houston, TX 54 Yankey, David 65/305 Fr. Roswell, Ga | Sept. 11 at es Ww 35-0 
7 Nottingham, Brett 64/210 Ft. Alamo, CA | — Sept. 18 Wake Forest W 68-24 
ty DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI, a 
6 Nunes, Josh 6-4/209 So. Upland, CA aiehntersonetien Ul staat | Sept. 25 at Notre Dame W 37-14 
¢ , Henry 6-6/273 Ft. Atlanta, GA | 
10 Olson, David 63/212. Columbia, SC 49 Gardner, B 64/263 So. M jl Oct. 2 at Oregon L 31-52 
13. Picazo, Robbie 63/202 So. _R. Santa Margarita, CA woe Tes! / . ene t. 9 USC 
' eS “56 Gowan, Jacob 63/269 So. Santa Rosa, (A Od. 9 Ue Wo 3F3 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 98 Masifilo, Matthew 63/278 5. Ewa Beach, HI Oct. 23 Washington State W 38-28 
23 Cummings, Jackson 5-9/192 Fr Rocklin, CA 90 Mauro, Josh 6-6/266 So. Hurst, 1X Oct. 30 at Washington Ww 41- 0 
25 Gaffney, Tyler 61/216 jf. San Diego, (A 58 Party, David 62/294 Ft. Marion, 1A Nov. 6 Arizona W 42-17 
85 Hewitt, Ryan 6-4/240 So, Denver, CO 96 Plantaric, Eddie 65/293 Orangevale, (A Nov. 13 atArizonaState W 17-13 
10 Meinken, Geoff 64/255 So. tynwood, WA 99 Stephens, Terrence 62/287 fr. Gaithersburg, MD Nov. 20 at California W 48-14 
30 Seale, Ricky 5-9/200 =F. Escondido, CA LERACERS Nov. 27 0 Stat W 38-0 
4 Spanos, Michael 510/178 So. Stockton, CA HT/WT a HOMETOWN ne Bbulh ae 
34 Stewart, Jeremy 61/218 St Baton Rouge, LA 57 Bergen, Max 62/225 Sr. East Stroudsburg, PA Jan. 3  #Virginia Tech W 40-12 
29 Stutz, Andrew 61/197 So. scottsdale, az 42 Debniak, Alex 62/234 J Hudsonville, ML *0range Bowl 
33 Taylor, Stepfan 541/210 Jt Mansfield, TX 2 ce Bie: a, s = ms saa 
36 Ward, Lee 61/247 Fr. Chesterfield, MO valet Olid : t akewood, 010 RANKINGS 
32 Wilkerson, Anthony 61/215 So, Foothill Ranch, cA 35. Lancaster, Jarek 61/226 So. Helotes, TK & K 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN = a Blake 6:5/255 So. Tionsvile, NEE PerGame Pac-10 National 
: ee urphy, Trent 66/242 So. Phoenix, AZ | — Scoring 40.3 ppg 2 9 
14 Daniel, Darren 6-4/205 FF. Phenix City, AL . | : 
44 Flacco, John 62/187 Fr. Audubon, Nj see stan 63/244 ft Piedmont, CA Rushing 213.8 ypg 2 17 
y : 1) 47 Tatpley, AJ. 62/231 Fr. Plymouth, MN Passing 258.7 ypg 3 29 
2 Gatewood, Corey 511/181 St. Randolph, MA 44 Thomas, Chase 6-4/240 Marietta, GA | | 
9 Gottied, Brandon 65/227. «Orange Beach, AL 3g ee SH a eat | Tota 425ypg 2 14 
80 Knapp, Sam 63/208 So. Menlo Park, CA f : 985, | Defense PerGame Pat-10 National 
20 Nelson, Keanu SAi/177 Ft. Tucson, AZ DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/wT HOMETOWN | Scoring 17.4ppg 10 
81 Owusu, Chris 62/199 St. Westlake Village, CA 15 Amanam, Usua 510/179 So. Fremont,CA | Rushing §=-*120.9ypg. ss 2 19 
21 Patterson, Jamal-Rashad 63/205 Jr. McDonough, GA 27 Bademosi, Johnson 61/197 St. Silver Spring, MD | — Passing = 202.0 ypg 3 35 
84 Roberts, Jemari 63/221 So. tong Beach, (A 28 Bernard, Harold 62/187 jt. Chandler, AZ Total 322.9 ypg 2 21 
4 Terrell, Drew 511/179 J. Chandler, AZ 6 Brown, Terrence 61/171 So. Torrance, CA TO Maraia Sat Game” Pace: National 
18 Trojan, Jeff 63/199 Fr. Huntington Beach, CA 31 Browning, Barry 61/176 So. Everman, TX +B 3 +1.00 = a 
17 Whalen, Griff 61/192 St. Sylvania, OH 5 Carrington, Devon 61/198 So. Chandler, AZ| . 
24 Evans, Quinn 510/179 Jt. Chandler, AZ | 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WE CL HOMETOWN f 
83 Dudchock, Davis 6-4/237  F —_Birmingham, AL. 37 Gaertner, Chris 61/183 Ft Atherton, (A | 2010 
86 Ettz, Zach 66/244 So. Danville, CA is pedaaregt. oe St Pein INDIVIDUAL STATS 
a luagututia, Myles 6: So. an Diego, t 
11 Toilolo, Levine 68/255 So. La Mesa, CA lugoode, Kyte 1/1 if Nn Jose, 
29 Reynold: : Andrew Luck 372 263 3,338 32 «8 
eynolds, Ed 62/201 So. Orange Park, FL 
Md tp M/WT, HOMETOWN +5 seals, Brent 61/193 So. Chino Kills, CA Alextouks 85 2 18 0 0 
66. Bentler, Matt 65/297 Sr. Bettendorf, IA 3 Aare Michael Sai/1es St Housto 4 K 
75 Bonnell, Dillon 6-4/270 Ft. __ Highlands Ranch, CO ! ; é RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
76 Danser, Kevin 66/284 So. Saratoga, CA SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN Stepfan Taylor 223 1,137 5.1 15 
52 DeCastro, David 6-5/307 jf. Bellevue, WA 47 Castellanos, Juan(K) 61/178. Miami, FL Andrewluck 55 453 82 3 
73 Fleming, Cameron 66/299 Ft Houston, TX 2 halal beak Sore z ‘ San Res Anthony Wilkerson 89 408 4.6 3 
77 Mabry, Tyler 67/290 St. San Diego, CA fen, Davi : if ission Viejo, erGaffney 60 255 42 4 
55 Martin, Jonathan 6-6/297 fr. North Hollywood, CA 14 Rhyne, Ben (P) 62/197 FF. Charlotte, NC ™ Y 
61 McFadden, Conor 63/262 Fi. West St. Paul, MN 46 Whitaker, Eric (K) 5-9/177 So. San Diego, CA RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
64 Schwartzstein, Sam 63/278 J. Southlake, TX 19 Williamson, Jordan (K) 5-11/179 Fr. Austin, TX Doug Baldwin 58 857 148 9 
50 Underwood, Cole 6-4/275 Fr. Denton, IX 36 Zychlinski, Daniel (P) 6-3/203 Jr Tampa, FL Ryan Whalen 41 439 10.7 2 


- —— ' Coby Fleener 28 «434 «15.5 «7 
StepfanTaylor 28 266 95 1 


2 0 11 SI GNEES KICKING: Nate Whitaker, 17-19 FGs, 61-66 


XPs, 112 points 


ssh ee 5 es : ee a y ane WR 62 205 ar 1X TACKLES: Shayne Skov, 84; Chase Thomas, 70 
Devon Cajuste WR 6-4 212 Seaford, NY ie z ug erg McDonough GA | SACKS: Shayne Sk, 75; chase thomas, 7. 
d Kevin Reihner OL 6-4 290 Scranton, PA | INTERCEPTIONS: Delano Howell, 5; 
Lance Callihan OT 6-3 295 Baton Rouge, LA : ; 5 ne 
ae Jordan Richards (B 5-11 192 Folsom, CA Richard Sherman, 4 
Evan Crower QB 6-5 205 San Diego, CA Returning Players in Bold 
; < J.B. Salem DL 6-4 260 Newport Beach, CA 
Ronnie Harris (B 5-10 165 Atlanta, GA Patrick sk F ied 
Anthony Hayes DT 63 290 Brooklyn Park, MN. Pattick Skov B/IB 6-1 244 Piedmont, (A | FANTASY FLASH 
Kevin Hogan QB 6-4 205 Mctean, VA James Vaughters LB 6-2 235 Stone Mountain, GA | soc anid 06i Chiakes 
Charles Hopkins DE 6-6 270 Spokane, WA Remound Wright RB 5-9 198 Fort Wayne, IN| Andrew tuck, 08 
Wayne Lyons S 61 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Kelsey Young RB 5-10 190 Norco, CA MEDICAL RISK 
The coaching change from jim Harbaugh to David Shaw didn’t hurt Stanford in recruiting. The Cardinal brought in their third | Chris Owusu, WR 
straight top-25 class, highlighted by two potential stars on defense and strength at running back and wide receiver. Linebacker | —_gULK CARRIER 


James Vaughters and defensive back Wayne Lyons were considered top-10 recruits at their positions and could play immedi- Stepfan Taylor, RB 
ately. Stanford also signed two highly regarded running backs, Remound Wright of Indiana and Kelsey Young of California. But HEALTHY AGAIN 
they will have to wait behind one of the deepest tailback corps in the country. The Cardinal also continued their tradition of Levine Toilolo, TE 
signing top quarterback prospects. Kevin Hogan of Virginia and Evan Crower of San Diego were each ranked in the top-25 na- SLEEPER : 
tionally for quarterbacks. There is also a familiar name in the group. Fullback/linebacker Patrick Skov, the younger brother of Coby Fleener, TE 
current linebacker Shayne Skoy, joins the team in the fall. pihnpecis 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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New 
Coach. 
Same 
Luck. 


The surprising — to some — 
return of All-America quarterback 
Andrew Luck will keep Stanford 
among the elite in the Pac-12 


by Jonathan Okanes 


o wonder Andrew Luck returned to Stan- 
ford. The university needs him. 

While Luck was preparing to do an in- 
terview with a reporter this spring at the on-campus 
Arrillaga Sports Complex, a woman entered the 
foyer and asked him to point her to the ladies room. 

“Te’s over there,” he motioned. “But I think some- 
one might have just gone in to clean it.” 

He was right on both counts. 

While Luck apparently has a handle on the uni- 
versity’s plumbing, he’s even better at the controls of 
Stanford’s offense. And because of the junior’s deci- 
sion to stay in Palo Alto for one more season, that of- 
fense should once again lay waste to any defense it 
lines up against on Saturdays. 

Luck surprised most outsiders — but nobody in- 
side the Cardinal program — when he announced 
he was staying at Stanford for the 2011 season. Luck 
was the consensus projected No. 1 overall pick in the 
2011 NFL Draft, and since he had seemingly mas- 
tered the college game, the conventional wisdom 
held that he would leave for the riches of the NEL. 

Luck answers questions about his decision to stay 
and earn his degree in architectural design in the 
same unassuming fashion that characterizes the rest 
of his personality. 

“T just figured I should finish it if I’m out here,” he 
says with a shrug of refreshing innocence and 
naivete. “I definitely want to improve on last year 
and finish my academics up as well. Everybody is en- 
tied to their own opinion, and I understand that 
some people probably thought I was an idiot. But 1] 
love it here and I still have a lot to learn.” 
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How much Luck can really improve remains to be seen. He finished third nationally 
last year in passing efficiency (170.2) and was the runner-up to Auburn’s Cam Newton in 
the Heisman Trophy voting. Luck’s biggest challenge will be adjusting to changes around 
him, from the coaching staff to his teammates. 


“Everybody is entitled to their own opinion, and I understand 
that some people probably thought I was an idiot. But I love 
it here and I still have a lot to learn.” 


— Andrew Luck 


The biggest change at Stanford this offseason came in January, when head coach Jim 
Harbaugh decided he would go to the NFL — to take the San Francisco 49ers job. The 
Cardinal achieved some measure of continuity by promoting offensive coordinator David 
Shaw to head coach, and while Shaw says he expects there to be a lot of similarities under 
his stewardship, there still is a level of uncertainty that won't be sorted out until Stanford 
takes the field for the 2011 season. 

“T think you'll see a lot of similarities,” Shaw says. “What's been established here is the 
competitive nature of this team. We're going to go out and we're going to compete. We're 
not going to look at the scoreboard. We're not going to worry about stats. We're going to 
go out there and give you a good fight every game. That’s where it starts. That will be the 
same. That's just who we are and how we play.” 

Still, Harbaugh established a certain tone and culture in Stanford’s program, a mental 


Above: Streeter Lecka/Getty Images; Opposite: Don Feria 


Luck, seen here with new head coach David Shaw, 


and physical toughness that was lacking before 
he arrived on The Farm. But Shaw downplays 
what Harbaugh might have taken with him, 
pointing out that every year produces a new 
team anyway. 

“You'll probably see some of my personality 
coming out at different times. That might be a 
little different than the way Jim was,” Shaw 
says. “But those will be subtle. No matter what 
anybody says, there's no such thing as momen- 
tum that gets carried over from one year to an- 
other. We have to come into training camp and 
establish a new identity. This is a new team 
with new guys and we have to establish exactly 
who we are, which is the same thing we did a 
year ago.” 

The transition will clearly be made easier be- 
cause of the presence of Luck, who was re- 
cruited by Shaw out of Houston. They have a 
strong relationship, another reason why the 


“We're going to go out and 
we're going to compete. 
We're not going to look at the 
scoreboard. We're not going to 
worry about stats. We're going 
to go out there and give you a 
good fight every game. 
That’s where it starts.” 

— Stanford coach David Shaw 


has nothing left to prove but plenty left to accomplish. 


coaching change may not have a dramatic ef- 
fect. 

“] wasn't sure if he was coming back, but I 
wasnt surprised because I know how strongly 
he feels about his teammates and how strongly 
he feels about this university,” Shaw says. “He 
came here to get his degree. He loves it here, 
and he and I know each other pretty well.” 

Luck’s season will be sort of like a Major 
League Baseball player on a rehab assignment 
in the minor leagues — you know he’s too 
good to be there, but he has to get his work in. 
Having already proven he can play at a higher 
level than any other quarterback in college 
football, Luck has taken on a new challenge 
this spring — coaching. 

New offensive coordinator Pep Hamilton has 
turned Luck into a pseudo-quarterbacks coach, 
having him ask questions of the team’s other 
signal-callers in positional meetings. 

“Andrew gets to ask the question to the other 
guys in the room,” Shaw says. “He's not just 
the guy who knows all the answers, but he fa- 
cilitates some of the meetings as well.” 

The woman searching for the restroom didn't 
seem to know she was talking to the Biggest 
Man on Campus, even though he was wearing 
his practice gear with the familiar No. 12 on 
his jersey. You get the feeling Luck was OK 
with that. 

He's not exactly an attention-seeker or self- 
promoter. He laughs off a suggestion that Stan- 
ford is now a national power in football, insists 
he has “a lot to work on” and says he's not rec- 
ognized any more than he was before making 
the trip to New York for last year’s Heisman 
ceremony. 

When told that a lot of players in his situa- 
tion would have left school and come back to 
finish their degrees later, Luck quickly agrees 
that that is a perfectly understandable way to 
handle things as well. 

“T don’t think there's anything wrong with 
that,” Luck says. “A lot of people do that. It’s 
not something I’m against.” 

Luck sincerely dismisses the notion that 
Stanford is now among the national elite in 
football, but the Cardinal appear to have the 
pieces in place to make another run at a BCS 
game. If that happens again, it will be hard for 
Luck to deny Stanford’s place among the elite. 
And he says that is another reason he returned 
to campus — to see if the team could do it 
again and leave with an even greater legacy. 

“That's something we'd like to do, establish a 
winning legacy,” Luck says. “That's something 
that the guys I came in with want to do, be the 
winningest program in Stanford history. No- 
body wants to be in a losing program. I 
thought we could be a winning program. I 
thought we could go to a BCS game, and I 


think we can do even better.” 
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teve Sarkisian has done a lot in two seasons as the Huskies coach: He’s recruited 
well, ended a seven-year stretch without a winning record, beaten USC twice and 
directed a rousing Holiday Bowl victory over Nebraska. If he can find a productive 
quarterback, momentum wont slow any time soon. 

Enthusiastic and positive, Sarkisian isn’t satisfied with small steps. He’s clearly impatient 
for this program to return to its past glory and contend for championships again. In his 
mind, a 7-6 season and 19-7 postseason victory over the Cornhuskers were just the be- 
ginning. 

“Our turnover ratio was not there to be an elite team. Our ability to create turnovers has 
got to be a lot better,” the coach says. “Our pass rush on third down needs to get better. 
Our drop-back passing game on third down needs to get better.” 

Jake Locker is gone, but the Huskies are back, and the winning figures to continue. The 
coaching staff is dealing with the details rather than an overhaul, which should make every- 
one else in the Pac-12 uncomfortable. There is a belief system in place again, built on ba- 
sics. More victories and bowl games are coming. 

“Our ability to run the ball and play good defense gives us a chance to win, and our guys 


PAC-12 NORTH understand that,” Sarkisian says. 


PREDICTION THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 7-5, 6-3 PAC-12 
The Huskies seemed to find the right mix at the end of last year, winning their final four games, 
highlighted by a dominating 19-7 win over Nebraska in the Holiday Bowl. Jake Locker must be 
replaced, but the Huskies have enough talent to get back to a bowl game. Running back Chris 
Polk and receiver Jermaine Kearse are two of the top skill players in the leaque. The defense fig- 
ures to be solid, led by what should be one of the Pac-12’s best secondaries. Steve Sarkisian is 
slowly bringing UW back to prominence. POSTSEASON: SUN BOWL VS. NORTH CAROLINA 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


QUARTERBACKS Sarkisian ended a bit of drama in early May when he announced that 
sophomore Keith Price had moved ahead of redshirt Nick Montana in the battle to re- 
place Locker, the No. 8 pick in the NFL Draft. The mobile Price has started once and 
threw touchdown passes against Oregon and USC. Montana, son of Joe, has that classic 
quarterback pedigree. He was a 4-star recruit who had offers from the likes of Alabama, 
Florida State, Notre Dame, Ohio State and Stanford. Sarkisian was pleased with both of 
his quarterbacks in the spring but was eager to temper expectations. “These guys are dif- 
ferent than Jake,” he says. “They're not going to throw it 65 yards down the field. We're 
going to gear our offense to take advantage of their skills. Just play catch.” 


RUNNING BACKS The strength of the Huskies is at tailback. Junior Chris Polk, who 
comes off two 1,000-yard seasons and ranks sixth in school history in rushing with 
2,561 yards, runs over and away from people. He comes off a 284-yard outing against 
Washington State and a 177-yard MVP performance in the Holiday Bowl. “He's going 
to get his carries,” Sarkisian says. “At the end of the year, you saw his big-play poten- 
tial and his ability to make people miss.” Speedy sophomore Jesse Callier backed up Polk 
| and started alongside him four times, and is a highly capable player. He rushed for 107 
—-+ yards against UCLA. If that isn’t enough, even faster redshirt freshman Deontae Cooper 
~~ / Was sensational in practice as a breakaway runner before blowing out his left knee and miss- 
~ “ez _| ing the season. Cooper should be ready to play in the fall. Sophomore Zach Fogerson will 
~ ,.! be first in line at fullback, a position utilized less and less by the Huskies. 


7. + RECEIVERS Seniors Jermaine Kearse and Devin Aguilar will help ease the quarterback 
ae | | transition, providing experienced targets. Kearse was a second-team All-Pac-10 pick last sea- 
_ J son, when he caught 63 passes for 1,005 yards and 12 touchdowns. He isa legitimate deep 

threat. Touted freshman Kasen Williams should play his way into the mix. The Huskies are 

—_! hoping junior James Johnson, who went from 39 catches his first season to one in ‘10, can 
~~ return to form. Tight end was a problem last season — with quality players quitting or get- 
ting dropped from the team — forcing the Huskies to revert to other formations late in the 
season. Yet Sarkisian appears to have ably restocked the position with freshman Austin Se- 
ferian-Jenkins, a top-flight recruit who enrolled early and took part in spring drills, and red- 
shirt freshman Michael Hartvigson, healthy again after a shoulder surgery ended his first 


season early. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The Huskies have a pair of returning full-time starters, and they're 
the two best players from last season's line who operated at the most crucial positions — 
senior left tackle Senio Kelemente and junior center Drew Schaefer. They're mobile, ver- 
satile players, with Kelemente, soon to be a four-year starter, once starting at defensive 
tackle and offensive guard, and Schaefer previously starting at left tackle. Kelemente has 
first-team all-conference potential. Since Sarkisian took over, the Huskies have tried to 
make their blockers more nimble and less bulky. This line could be fairly efficient. Kele- 
mente and Schaefer will be joined by two precocious players who were part-time starters 
last season as true freshmen, right guard Colin Porter and left guard Erik Kohler. Redshirt 
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Sept. 3 Eastern Washington 

Sept. 10 Hawaii 

Sept. 17 at Nebraska 

Sept. 24 California 

Oct. 1  atUtah 

Oct. 15 Colorado 

Oct. 22 at Stanford 

Oct. 29 Arizona 

Nov. 5 Oregon 

Nov. 12 at USC 

Nov. 19 at Oregon State 

Nov. 26  #Washington State 
#Qwest Field 


ee 


DESMOND TRUFANT 


KEY HUSKIES 


Chris Polk, RB Closed the season in style, 
with 284-yard game against Washington 
State and Holiday Bow! MVP honors. 
Desmond Trufant, CB With linebacker corps 
in flux, this lockdown defender will be 
needed more than ever this season. 
Alameda Ta‘amu, DL Has helped turn Wash- 
ington into a physical football team again. 


KEY LOSSES 


Jake Locker, QB He brought the Washington 
program back from the ruins. 
Mason Foster, LB Used his speed to become 


one of the league’s better defensive players. 


Ryan Tolar, G Started 41 games at left 
guard, center and right quard, opening a lot 
of holes for Chris Polk. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


Polk, Trufant: Paul Jasienski 


WASHINGTON RB 


es 


Kasen Williams (Fr). 
__3 James Johnson (fr) 


72 Micah Hatchie (Fr.) 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 15 Jermaine Kearse (St.) 


64 Colin Tanigawa (Fr) _ 

63 Daniel Kanczugowski (Jr.) 
70 James Atoe (Ft.) 

67 Skyler Fancher (Sr.) 


C 73 Drew Schaefer (jr.) 
RG 79 Colin Porter (So.) 
RT 59 Ben Riva (Fr) 
TE _88 Austin Seferian-Jenkins (F.) 84 Michael Hartvigson (Fr.) 
QB 17 Keith Price (So) __5 Nick Montana (Fr.) 

24 Jesse Callier (So.) 


RB 1 Chris Polk (jr) 
FB’ 30 Zach Fogerson (So.) 42 Kimo Makaula(So.) 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE 92 Everrette Thompson (St.) 11 Talia Crichton (Jr.) 


DT 74 Alameda Ta’amu (St.) 


DT 55 sione Potoae (So) 
DE 52 Havioli Jamora (So) 
OLB 37 Princeton Fuimaono (So.) 
MLB 31 Cort Dennison (Sr.) 
OLB 53 Garret Gilliland (So.) 

(B 6 Desmond Trufant (Jr.) 

(B 28 Quinton Richardson (St.) 
SS 1 Sean Parker (So.) 

FS 29 Nate Fellner (jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 17 Erik Folk (St) 
P 94 Kiel Rasp (Sr) 


90 Chris Robinson (So.) 


97. Lawrence Lagafvaina (Ft) 
__22 Josh shirley (Fr) 

43 Cooper Pelluer (So.) 

53 Tim Tucker (So.) 

3 Thomas Tutogi (S0.) _ 

26 Anthony Gobern (jr.) 

27 Adam Long (Jr.) 

14 Taz Stevenson (So.)_ 

13 Will shamburger (S0.) _ 


KR 24 Jesse Callier (So.) 


PR 7 Cody Bruns (Sr) 


freshman Ben Riva should start at right tackle. 
Repetition is the ultimate goal for these guys; 
the Huskies started seven different line combi- 
nations last season in an attempt match up the 
right people. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The defensive line had 
been a serious liability for several seasons, in- 
cluding most of 2010, before it turned physical 
and disruptive, particularly in the Holiday 
Bowl. The Huskies finally have a pass rush and 
a push up front after repeatedly getting man- 
handled. Tackle Alameda Ta'amu and end Ever- 
rette Thompson started to produce as juniors 
in 2010. End Hawoli Jamora and tackle Sione 
Potoa’e made big breakthroughs last season as 
freshmen, with Jamora continually finding his 
way into opposing backfields. Add to the mix 
emerging redshirt freshmen like tackle 
Lawrence Lagafuaina, who has slimmed way 
down from 344 pounds, and end Josh Shirley, 
who has resurrected his career after getting 
dropped by UCLA, and there's reason to be en- 
couraged. “We'll be where I expect our defense 
to be with a front four that can get after people 
— what I’m used to,” defensive coordinator 
Nick Holt says. 


LINEBACKERS The Huskies will have to find 


some playmakers and outside speed, with sen- 
ior middle linebacker Cort Dennison the only 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


APPLE FRITTERS The Huskies have moved 
the Nov. 26 Apple Cup against Washington 
State to Qwest Field to permit a rigid 22- 
month renovation of Husky Stadium to begin. 


JOB SECURITY After swapping coaches like 
trading cards for much of a decade, the UW 
will have the same staff — Steve Sarkisian 
and nine assistants — for the third straight 
season. 


ROAD MAP The Huskies will host seven 
home games, but their season will be deter- 
mined by how they handle a challenging road 
schedule that features trips to Nebraska, Utah, 
Stanford and USC. 


FOURTH AND WHO? Kiel Rasp set a school 
record with a 43.8-yard punting average last 
year, but he’s no lock to be the starter, need- 
ing to fend off 2009 starter Will Mahan, back 
from a knee injury. 


COOPED UP Freshman Deontae Cooper ran 
for 114 yards in the 2010 spring game, scoring 
from 52 and 29 yards, and then blew out a 
knee in the fall and had surgery. He should be 
ready to run again. 

LITTLE LARRY Redshirt freshman defensive 


tackle Lawrence Lagafuaina, pegged for play- 
ing time, dieted noticeably in the offseason, 


full-time starter returning. The situation takes on more urgency ifa switch to a 3-4 defense takes hold. dropping from 344 pounds to 315. 


Either way, this group, composed mostly of younger players, represents the team's biggest defensive 
y; this group, compo y of younger players, represents ggest defens 
question mark. Sophomore Princeton Fuimaono, who drew a start in his first season but was limited 
in the spring following shoulder surgery, and sophomore Garrett Gilliland, who moves over from the 
pring g sho gery, p d, 

middle, could flank Dennison, who relies on toughness more than athleticism to make plays. Others 
8 play: 

to consider are sophomore Cooper Pelluer, son of a former 

TEAM INFORMATION _ Washington State and NFL linebacker (Scott) and nephew 

HEAD COACH: Steve Sarkisian of an ex-Washington and NFL quarterback (Steve), and 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1213 (2 years) Thomas Tutogi, a heralded junior college transfer. 

CAREER RECORD: 12-13 (2 years) 


. DEFENSIVE BACKS The secondary should be something 
cided pecsaksr ee eeichare the Huskies can count on. Three of four starters are back, led 
LOCATION: Seattle, Wath, by junior cornerback Desmond Trufant, a two-year starter 
STADIUM: Husky Stadium (72,500) and an honors candidate. The other regulars are senior cor- 
nerback Quinton Richardson, a three-year starter who 
scored on an interception against UCLA last season, and 
junior free safety Nate Fellner, who led the team with five interceptions. Strong safety could go to 
promising sophomore Sean Parker, who is coming off a stinger injury that ended his first season early, 
with highly regarded freshman James Sample expected to make his presence felt. 


SPECIALISTS Any team in the country would be hard-pressed to promote a kicking crew with bet- 
ter credentials than this one. The Huskies have a reliable placekicker in senior Erik Folk, who con- 
nected on 52- and 54-yard field goals last season, has beaten USC twice with last-second kicks and 
hasn't missed an extra point in 68 tries. Punting is an absolute luxury. Senior Kiel Rasp, who set a 
school record with a 43.8-yard average, is the returning starter. Senior Will Mahan, who is making a 
comeback from a knee injury, was the 2009 starter and averaged 40.6 per kick. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON “The Huskies look like they were headed for another losing season 
under (Steve) Sarkisian but responded strong down the stretch winning their last four games. None was bigger 
than the Holiday Bow! win against Nebraska. That was a big-time win for the program, especially when Ne- 
braska had dominated them earlier in the season (56-21). You could just tell how much more they wanted that 
game than Nebraska by watching it on television. | think that was huge for the morale of the program. Plus, 
their entire coaching staff returns (for a third consecutive year). You can’t discount how big of an impact that 
will have. ... Jermaine Kearse is among the league's top wide receivers so he'll make the transition that much 
easier for Jake Locker’s replacement. ... | thought Jake Locker was bad last year. They stopped throwing the 
ball down the field down the stretch. | don’t think it’s that big of a loss, but he did make some plays with his 
legs.” 


JERMAINE KEARSE 


RISING STAR 


Hau’oli Jamora, an 
undersized yet effec- 
tive defensive end 
from Hawaii, played 
in all 13 games as a 
true freshman, start- 
ing seven, and 
capped off a surpris- 
ingly efficient season 
with three tackles 
for a loss against 
Nebraska in the Holiday Bowl. 


Kearse: Otto Greule jr/Gelty Images 
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€ 2011 WASHINGTON ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 85. Galbraith, Pete 6-1/250 St. Deming, WA 
5 Montana, Nick 6-3/191 Fr. Thousand Oaks, CA +93 Hudson, Andrew 63/231 Fr. Redlands, WA 
17 Price, Keith 6-1/192 So. Compton, CA 52 Jamora, Hav“oli 6-3/238 So. Laie, Hl 
14 Vincent, Thomas 6-0/200 FF. Seattle, WA 97 Lagafuaina, Lawrence —«6-0/315 Ft. Aiea, HI 
16 Wilson, Erik 6-0/178 So. Redondo Beach, CA 55 Potoae, Sione 62/285 So. Fort Lewis, WA 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT it HOMETOWN 92 Robinson, Chris 6-0/258 So. Tustin, CA 
48 Amosa, Jonathan 511/223 I Seattle, WA 77 Schultz, Drew 61/241 Fr, Olympia, WA 
24 Callier, jesse 510/205 So. Downey, CA 22 Shirley, Josh 63/225 Ft. Fontana, CA 
32 Cooper, Deontae 6-0/193 it, Perris, CA 74 Ta'amu, Alameda 63/330 St. Kent, WA 
23 Fogerson, Johri 6-1/207 St. Kent, WA 92 Thompson, Everrette 6-6/244 St. Renton, WA 
30. Fogerson, Zach 6-0/238 So. Kent, WA 98 Tokolahi, Semisi 62/297 ff. Hilo, HI 
42 Makaula, Kimo 62/229 So. Kailua, Hl LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
1 Polk, Chris 511/214 je. Redlands, CA 45 Burnett, Victor 511/232 Ft. Los Angeles, CA 
35 Sager, Cole 510/196 Jf. Burlington, WA 31 Dennison, Cort 641/236 St,_~—_‘Salt Lake City, UT 
29 Wilson, Willis 59/178 Ft lakewood, WA 37 Fuimaono, Princeton 6-0/201 So. Long Beach, CA 
RECEIVERS HT/WT cr HOMETOWN 53 Gilliland, Garret 6-0/215 So. Anaheim, CA 
9 Aguilar, Devin 6-0/188 Sr. Denver, (0 58 Kearse, Jamaal 62/230 FF. Lakewood, WA 
7 Bruns, Cody 541/177 St. Prosser, WA 56 Kimble, Alec 63/211 FF. Sammamish, WA 
19 Campbell, DiAndre 61/182 Ft. Oakland, CA 43: Pelluer, Cooper 63/221 So. Sammamish, WA 
27 Chandler, William 6-0/184 So. Sammamish, WA 10 Timu, John 61/225 Ft. Long Beach, CA 
3 Johnson, James 6-0/201 if Valley Center, CA 54 Tucker, Tim 61/221 So. Harbor City, CA 
15 Kearse, Jermaine 6-2/205 St. lakewood, WA 3. Tutogi, Thomas 61/251 So. Chula Vista, CA 
81 Kuses, Din 6-1/188 So, Edmonds, WA 51 Wallace, Jordan 6-0/225 fr. Sacramento, CA 
83 Leonard, Luther 62/195 jf. Seattle, WA 
89 Lobdill, Reade 5-9/185 St. Arroyo Grande, CA bth or His 3 HOmeToan 
® Sinith, tevin 60/197 So Comoton, CA 36 Beebe, Zach 61/211 Fr. Sultan, WA 
" $ plon, 18 Duce, Gregory 510/170 So. Los Angeles, CA 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 42 Equ, Ken 510/181 Fr. San Francisco, CA 
81 Barnett, Marlion 62/215 So. Corona, CA 29 Fellner, Nate 61/201. Fresno, CA 
85 Domanski, Martek 65/248 It Seattle, WA 35. Fletcher, Sampson 6-0/197 So, Tacoma, WA 
84 Hartvigson, Michael 66/246 FF. Bothell, WA 20 Glenn, Justin 511/203 ft. Mukilteo, WA 
80 Hudson, Evan 66/251 Ft. Bothell, WA 26 Gobern, Anthony 511/189 fr. Fair Oaks, CA 
87 Salley, Cameron 6-4/235 So. Silverdale, WA 34 Herren, K.C. 6-0/207 Ft. Auburn, WA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT ral HOMETOWN 27. Long, Adam 510/168 = Jr. Los Angeles, CA 
70 Atoe, James 6-6/355 Ff. The Dalles, oR _1 Parker, Sean 510/200 So. Los Angeles, CA 
78. Criste, Mike 65/280 Fr. —_—Mission Viejo, (A 38 Persley, Marquis 6-0/188 Sr. Redlands, CA 
67 Fancher, Skyler 65/303 St Costa Mesa, (A 28 Richardson, Quinton 60/200 St. Renton, WA 
72 Hatchie, Micah 65/274 Ft. Haleiwa, Hi 13. Shamburger, Will 6-0/190 So. Compton, CA 
63 Kanczugowski, Daniel  6-4/327 sf. Edmonds, WA 14 Stevenson, Taz 6-0/198 So. Mililani, HI 
56 Kelemente, Senio 6-4/289 Sr. Seattle, WA 6 Trufant, Desmond 60/177 ft. Tacoma, WA 
75 Kohler, Erik 6-5/306 So. Camarillo, CA 39 Walker, Greg 510/194 Jf. Bellflower, CA 
79 Porter, Colin 6-4/307 So. Bothell, WA SPECIALISTS HI/WT fat HOMETOWN 
59 Riva, Ben 66/275 Seattle, WA 36 Becker, Peter (LS) 65/228 J. Issaquah, WA 
73 Schaefer, Drew 6-4/281 jt. Sammamish, WA 47 Folk, Erik (Kk) 511/197 St. Woodland Hills, CA 
64 Tanigawa, Colin 6-3/310 Fr Pasadena, CA 16 Guttorp, Eric (K) 57/170 Sf. Seattle, WA 
68 Weston, Derek 63/263 fr. Maple Valley, WA Lopez, Brendan (ls) 6-0/226 Sr. Bellevue, WA 
52 Wood, Nick 63/287 St. Poway, CA 46 Mahan, Will (P) 511/200 Sr, Bakersfield, CA 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 94. Rasp, Kiel (P) 63/215 St. Seattle, WA 
11 Crichton, Talia 63/246 ft. Lakewood, CA 96. Ryals, Nate (K) 5-10/180 Fr. Mountlake Terrace, WA 


2011 SIGNEES 


Derrick Brown QB 6-3 239 Winchester, CA James Sample S 62 191 Sacramento, CA 
Dexter Charles OL 6-5 280 Camano Island, WA Bishop Sankey TB 5-10194 Spokane, WA 
Connor Cree DE 6-5 225 Sammamish, WA Austin Seferian-Jenkins TE 6-6 250 Fox Island, WA 
Travis Feeney 1B/S 6-4 201 Richmond, CA anny Shelton DT 6-3 300 Auburn, WA 
Jat Eies 18/TE 6-3. 235 Kirkland, WA siosita Tufunga OL 6-1 297 Long Beach, CA 
Mesventtal ade Los Angeles, CA antavius sims ATH 6-2 200 Americus, GA 
Jamaal Jones WR 6-2 180 Spanaway, WA F : 

Scott Lawyer 1B 6-2 197 San Jose, CA Taniela Tupou DL 62 265 Marysville, WA 
Matthew Lyons 1B 6-2 188 Los Angeles, CA Thomas Tutogi 1B 6-0 251 Chula Vista, CA 
Joshua Perkins WR 6-4 198 Cerritos, CA Corey Waller 1B 62 210 Long Beach, CA 
Marcus Peters (B 6-0 179 Oakland, CA Kasen Williams WR 6-2 210 Sammamish, WA 
Dezden Petty RB 6-0 213 Carson, CA —_ Evan Zeger S 62 200 Henderson, NV 


Steve Sarkisian’s second class was notable for landing every top player in the talent-rich state. In putting together a top-25 group, 
the Huskies’ coach went more for skill players this time after building his first haul around linemen. Receivers were a desig- 
nated target. The biggest catches were tight end Austin Seferian-Jenkins and wide receiver Kasen Williams. Both should play a 
lot right away. Sensing opportunity, Seferian-Jenkins graduated from high school early and showed up for spring practice. 
Williams is the son of a former UW receiver. Sarkisian recruits for immediate help; he played 14 true freshmen last season. Other 
locals who could get on the field right away are wide receiver Jamaal Jones and defensive linemen Danny Shelton. Seferian- 
Jenkins and Shelton have ready-made size to step in. The Huskies also are counting on a couple of Californians, safety James 
Sample and wide receiver/kick returner Marvin Hall, to bid for early playing time. 


2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-6, 5-4 (PAC-10) 


Sept. 4 at BYU L 17-23 
Sept. 11 Syracuse W 41-20 
Sept. 18 Nebraska L 21-56 
Oct. 2 at USC W 32-31 
Oct. 9 Arizona State L 14-24 
Oct. 16 Oregon State W (ot) 35-34 
Oct. 23 at Arizona L 14-44 
Oct. 30 Stanford L 0-41 
Nov. 6 at Oregon L 16-53 
Nov. 18 UCLA W 24-7 
Nov. 27. at California W 16-13 
Dec. 4 atWashington State W 35-28 
Dec. 30 #Nebraska W 19-7 
#Holiday Bowl 
2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame Pat-10 National 


Scoring 21.9 ppg 8 96 
Rushing  172.2ypg 5 38 
Passing  1904ypg 8 84 
Total 3625 ypg 6 76 
Defense PerGame Pat-10 National 
Scoring 29.3 ppg 8 80 
Rushing 190.5ypg 8 97 
Passing  1944ypg 2 27 
Total 384.9 ypg 6 70 
10 Margin PerGame Pat-10 National 
+2 +0.15 6 47 


2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Jake Locker 332 © 184 2,265 17 9 
Keith Price 37 19 1644 2 O 


RUSHING ATT YOS AVG 1D 
Chris Polk 260 1415 54 9 
Jesse Callier 77 «6433 «5.6 (0 
Jake Locker 114 385 3.4 6 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 10 
Jermaine Kearse 63 1,005 16.0 12 
D'Andre Goodwin 44 530 12.0 4 
Devin Aguilar 28 352 126 2 
Chris Polk 22. «180 «482 0 
Jesse Callier 18 «698 «(5.4 0 
KICKING: Erik Folk, 13-20 FGs, 33-33 XPs, 
72 points 
TACKLES: Mason Foster, 161; 
Nate Williams, 105 
SACKS: Mason Foster, 6.5; Victor Aiyewa, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Nate Fellner, 5 

Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Chris Polk, RB 

FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Austin Seferian-Jenkins, TE 
TOP TARGET 

Jermaine Kearse, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Deonte Cooper, RB 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Keith Price vs. Nick Montana 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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FORECAST 


PAC-12 NORTH 
PREDICTION 


TON STATE © 


S 


uff 


o be honest, if he were almost anywhere else, Paul Wulff would have been fired by 
now. Coaches who are 5-32 in three seasons, regardless of the extenuating circum- 


stances, dont survive. If he were coaching in the SEC, he would have been a goner Sept. 3 \daho State 
a long time ago. Sept. 10 UNLV 
But Wulff returns for a fourth season at Washington State because athletic director Bill Sept. 17 at San Diego State 
Moos believes that his head coach deserves another year based on progress made by the team | Oct. 1 at Colorado 
in 2010. Yes, the Cougars were 2-10, and record-wise, that doesn't seem like the definition | 
: . if ; i Oct. 8 atUCLA 
of progress. But the team showed several signs of life late in the season, smacking Oregon Oct, 15. Stanford 
State in Corvallis and nearly taking archrival Washington to overtime before losing in the ot 
Apple Cup. | Oct. 22  #0regon State 
For the most part, the team was competitive last year. At least Washington State looked _| Oct. 29 at Oregon 
like it belonged on a Pac-10 football field — that could not have been said in Wulff’s firse | Nov. 5 at California - 
two years when the Cougars were comically bad, blown out week after week. | Nov. 12 Arizona State | 
Washington State has speed, size and athleticism now. It also has a schedule that should —_| Nov. 19 Utah | 
keep the momentum going, The Cougars open with home games against Idaho State and | Nov. 26  #at Washinaton 
UNLV followed by road games at San Diego State, Colorado and UCLA. : Qwest Field q 


Wulff believes his team should be good enough to go to a bowl game this year. Anything 

short of that will not be acceptable to Cougar fans anymore. 
THE VERDICT 

2011 PROJECTION: 3-9, 1-8 PAC-12 
Progress has been slow under Paul Wulff, but the Cougars showed some promise by beating Ore- 
gon State and losing two conference games by a touchdown last season. Wulff can’t afford another 
lackluster season. Although the Cougars will be better in 2011, it’s hard to see much progress in 
the win column. The passing attack showed big improvement last year, and with a suspect de- 


fense, Wazzu could be in plenty of shootouts this year. The Cougars should start 2-0 but likely will 
need to win a couple of games in conference play to ensure Wulff’s return for 2012. 


QUARTERBACKS You maybe haven't heard of him, but Jeff Tuel should be one of the top 
quarterbacks in the Pac-12 this year. The 6'3" junior completed 60.0 percent of his passes 
playing behind an offensive line that allowed 51 sacks. He was dropped and harassed 
and still managed to find receivers downfield. How good is this guy? Tuel compares fa- 
vorably to former Cougar greats Ryan Leaf and Drew Bledsoe. During his sophomore 
season, Tuel’s completion rate of 60.0 percent was better than Bledsoe’s 55.6 percent 
and Leaf’s 52.0 percent during their sophomore years. Tuel also threw for 2,780 yards 
and 18 touchdowns while Leaf threw for 2,811 and 21, and Bledsoe threw for 2,741 
and 17. Senior Marshall Lobbestael likely will be the backup, giving the Cougs a vet- 
eran with starting experience on the sidelines should Tuel get hurt. But Connor Halli- 
day, a 6'4" redshirt freshman with a rifle ofa right arm, should push Lobbestael in the 
battle for the No. 2 job. 


RUNNING BACKS Logwone Mitz, a bruising, north-south, 6'1", 230-pound senior, will 
probably get the starting nod. Mitz ran for 106 yards on 13 carries in Washington State's 
spring game and was one of the Cougars’ biggest forces on the ground last year. But make 
no mistake — WSU’s running game was mostly feeble, averaging 91.0 yards per game. 
Mitz, who rushed for 263 yards on 74 attempts in 2010, will get his share of the carries 
again, but look for Rickey Galvin to give the Cougs a huge spark this year. Galvin, a 5'8", 
162-pound redshirt freshman, broke his arm and was lost for the season on his first career 
carry against Oklahoma State last year. Galvin is an explosive back who will give the Cougs 
big-play capabilities unseen on the Palouse in years. 


RECEIVERS With 55 catches for 1,006 yards, Marquess Wilson had more receiving yards 
than any other freshman in the country last year. Wilson averaged 18.3 yards per catch; he 
is clearly a huge-play threat for the Cougs and will continue to be the primary target for 
Tuel this year. He had five 100-yard games last season, including 131 vs. Arizona and 150 
vs. Stanford. Wilson leads a group of receivers who represent the deepest and most talented 
position on the team. Senior Jared Karstetter, a Pac-10 honorable mention selection last 
year, is a sure-handed, move-the-chains receiver, and WSU also has experience returning 
with senior Isiah Barton and junior Gino Simone. Kristoff Williams and Bobby Ratliff are 
a pair of highly touted redshirt freshmen who add to the speed and athleticism of this unit. 
Tight end Andrei Lintz, a converted linebacker, could give Tuel another option downfield. 
Lintz flashed his potential with a diving touchdown reception in the Cougars’ spring game. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Given the lack of a potent running attack and the number of sacks 
it allowed last year, WSU’s O-line needs to show dramatic improvement to allow the nu- 
merous skill guys to shine. There are reasons to believe strides will be made because the 
Cougars return four players who started at least seven games last season in guards John 
Fullington and B.J. Guerra and tackles David Gonzalez and Wade Jacobson. Andrew Roxas 
will take over at center. Tyson Pencer, Elliott Bosch, and Alex Reitnouer are returning play- 
ers who will provide necessary depth for inevitable injuries. A former center at WSU him- 


a at og JEFF TUEL 
| KEY COUGARS 


| Marquess Wilson, WR Emerged as one of the 
elite freshmen in the nation last year with 
1,006 yards receiving. 
Jeff Tuel, QB There's always hope when you 
have the right quarterback in place — and 

| Tuel is the right quarterback. 

Travis Long, DE Cougars’ best defensive line- 

man needs to have a big year rushing the 

passer and stopping ball-carriers. 


KEY LOSSES 


Reid Forrest, P It will be difficult for the 
Cougars to replace one of the country’s top 
punters. 

Zack Williams, OL Williams will be missed, 
but the hope is the Cougs have enough ex- 
perience up front. 

James Montgomery, RB WSU’s best running 
back a year ago, he rushed for 483 yards. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Wilson, Tuel: Peter Brouillet 
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DEPTH CHART self, Wulff sees great potential with his offen- | OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


OFFENSE (7) sive line and hopes to see a more cohesive unit | ; : 

WR — 86 Marquess Wilson (So,) 82 Bobby Ratliff (Fr.) B this season: NEW LOOK The Cougars will have new uni- 

WR 81 Isiah Barton (Sr) ——'1 Gino Simone (Jt) _ _ forms this season, including a unique design of | 
WR 84 Jared Karstetter (Sr) 80 Kristoff Wiliams (ft) | DEFENSIVE LINEMEN This might be the all gray from head to toe — helmet, jersey and 

IT 79 David Gonzales (sr.) 76 Rico Forbes (jt) biggest concern for the Cougars, who allowed pants. 

LG __77 John Fullington (S0.) __75 Tyson Pencer () 220.3 rushing yards per game last year, in large FAMILY TIES. Safety Casey Locker has a pretty 

C 73 Andrew Roxas (St) __—_63 Taylor Meighen (Jr) part because their defensive line was getting | famous cousin in Jake Locker, the Washington 

RG 72.B,.Guerra(St) —_60 Elliott Bosch (So.) ; shoved around all too frequently. Hoping to | quarterback and first-tound NFL Draft choice. In- 
RT__55 Wade Jacobson (St.) 70 Jake Rodgers (Fr) help matters, Wulff replaced position coach | coming recruit Logan Mayes is the son of for- 

Te 87 Andrei Lintz (jr) _—_—88 Aaron Dunn (Fr) | Malik Roberson with Todd Howard from | mer Cougar running back great Rueben Mayes 

QB 10 Jefftuel (ir) == Marshall Lobbestael (St) | + UCLA. Defensive end Travis Long is the stand- | - , 
RB 34 Logwone Mitz (Sx) 5 Rickey Galvin(Ft) | our of this group, giving the Cougs a consistent NEW COACHES Todd Howard isthe new de- 
DEFENSE (6) | pass rush. Long missed spring practice recover- fensive Me sels Hae Gee 
DE 89 Travis Long (Jr.) 85 Jordan Pu'u Robinson (So) | ing from ashoulder injury but is expected tobe | ee vpgEN cb tae au ; , ti 
DT 61 Anthony Laurenzi (Jr.) 98 Toni Pole (Fr) | good to go in the fall. Senior defensive tackle ton, takes over as linebackers coach a | 
DT 5 Brandon Rankin (Sr) 94 Steven Hoffart (1) | Brandon Rankin is the best run-stuffer inside. MARQUEE PLAYER Marquess Wilson became 
DE 90 lan Knight (J) 96 Xavier Cooper (Fr.) | The rest of the group is largely untested, not to only the ninth Cougar and first freshman to 


OLB 59 Sekope Kaufusi(So.) 


MIB 12 CJ. Mizell (So) 44 Mike Ledgerwood (St) 
OLB 17 Alex Hoffman-Ellis (Sr.) 54 Darren Markle (So.) 


__ 38 Eric Oertel (S0.) mention unknown. record a season with 1,000 receiving yards. 


LINEBACKERS Anyone po eeeat ore Cougar | With 1,006, he ranked third in the Pac-10. 
football saw a huge upgrade at this position last FLORIDA CONNECTION The Cougars had 


i | 
= eas Seas = ¥ ee = year and expects to see more of the same in | three early enrollees from Florida — feceivers 
$5 10 Deone Bucannon(so,) 4 Anthony Carpenter (So) | 2011 with three returning regulars in senior Henry Eaddy and Isiah Myers and linebacker 
FS 15 Tyree Toomer (Jr. 47 Casey Locker (So) Alex Hoffman-Ellis and sophomores C.J. Darryl Monroe. All could contribute this season. 
SPECIAL TEAMS Mizell and Sekope Kaufusi. One of the QWEST FIELD The Cougars will play two 


K 49 Andrew Furney (So.) KR 81 Isiah Barton (Fr.) Couga BS SEP, tacklers last season, Hoffman-Ellis games in Seattle at the Seahawks’ home sta- 
os ara can be found everywhere on the field. Mizell | dium this season, against Oregon State on Oct. 
P _6 Dan Wagner (Sr.) PR 5Rickey Galvin (Fr.) : sf r : 3 

= - -——s flies around too, giving the Cougars a nastiness 22 and against Washington on Nov. 26. WSU 

— eee n= they have lacked in the past. Mizell hangs itout —_|_ plans to play either Oregon State or Oregon 
on the edge. Early in last year’s game at Oregon every year at Qwest Field. 

State, he drove Jacquizz Rodgers way out of bounds, drawing an unnecessary roughness penalty, but it 
set the tone for the rest of the day. Kaufusi is another player who is impossible to miss — he’s the 
Cougars’ version of Troy Polamalu, hair streaming out of the back of his helmet, obscuring his num- 
ber, 59. Like Polamalu, he plays with an abundance of passion. 


TEAM INFORMATION DEFENSIVE BACKS This group returns three starters — 


cornerback Nolan Washington and safeties Deone Bucan- 
fe ee a (3 years) | non and Tyree Toomer. Another returner starter, cornerback 
CAREER RECORD: 58-72 (11 years) | Aire Justin, has been suspended for the 2011 season for vi- 
f 
| 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Sturdy olating the NCAA's banned substance policy. Sophomore 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chris Ball Damante Horton will have an opportunity to take over 
LOCATION: Pullman, Wash. Justin’s spot at cornerback. Bucannon led WSU in tackles 
STADIUM: Martin Stadium (35,117) and received Freshman All-America honors last season. Dur- 
ing the first two years of the Wulff era, the secondary was 
woefully inept, lacking speed and cover skills. Now it should 
be more difficult to beat the Cougars deep. But the defensive backs, though talented and experienced, 
will only be as good as the D-line allows them to be. Generating a pass rush will be a key to this unit's 
success. Another sign that will tell you if the Cougs are making progress will be if Bucannon doesn’t 
lead the team in tackles this season. It’s never a good thing when your leading tackler is your strong 
safety. 


SPECIALISTS Sophomore Andrew Furney won the kicking job over Nico Grasu last year and returns 
to handle the duties. Furney has a big leg. Field goals of 50 yards and beyond have been a scarcity TRAVIS LONG 
in Pullman fora long time, since the days of Jason Hanson, but Furney might bring them back. Punter RISING STAR 


Reid Forrest graduated, leaving the job to Dan Wagner, a converted quarterback. 


Running back 


. fe ————_—_—— : Rickey Galvin is 
SCOUTING THE COUG sai Parente: 


Long: Peter Brouillet 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON STATE “Last year they were improved but that didn’t necessarily trans- pounds, but this red- 

late into more wins. They weren't the pushovers they were in 2008 or 2009. Last season, they played UCLA, shirt freshman is 

Stanford, Cal and Washington tough late into those games and even knocked off Oregon State in Corvallis — no touted as being an 

easy task, by any means. This year they should be even stronger as they return nearly their entire team. ... | explosive playmaker 

think their quarterback could play for anyone. | think he’s a great player. He’s tough as hell. He throws it on who should be a ter- 

time, he knows where he is going with the football and he makes plays running the ball. | think offensively tific complement to 

they’e very dangerous because of him and those receivers. Their run game doesn’t really help them much, but the straight-ahead a 
he just keeps moving the chains and he competes. That guys is a damn good player. ... They have a number of style of Logwone > | 
veteran players in their secondary, which is key in this league. Cornerback Nolan Washington and safeties Mitz. The Cougs en- 
Deone Bucannon and Tyree Toomer are back for another season. All of these returning players should make vision Galvin as their version of Jacquizz 

this Paul Wulff’s best season in Pullman. And it better be, or I’m afraid it will be his last.” Rodgers. 


148 ATHLON SPORTS 


Sh 2011 WASHINGTON STATE ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-10, 1-8 (PAC-10) 


QUARTERBACKS HWE HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN wy/WT HOMETOWN Sept. 4’ at Okiahoma States L_ 17-65 
19 Anderson, Gordy 63/215 Fr. —_—Port Orchard, WA | 71 Bock, Matthew 62/247 So. Santa Margarita, CA Sept. 11 Montana State W 23-22 
4 Gilbertson, David 61/207 So. Woodinville, WA | 70 Brevick, Zach 6-4/229 So. Snoqualmie, WA Sept. 18 at SMU Uy 2535 
13. Halliday, Connor 6-4/175 Ft. Spokane, WA | 97 Clayton, Justin 63/272 So. Napa, (A Sept. 25 USC L 16-50 
9 Lobbestael, Marshall 63/210 Sr. Oak Harbor, WA | 50 Coerper, Adam 6-4/245 if Hood River, OR Oct. 2 atUCIA L 28-42 
10 Tuel, jeff 6-3/214 fr. Fresno, CA | 96 Cooper, Xavier 6-4/265 Ft. Tacoma, WA ar ; - ; ane 
94 Hoffart, Steven 6-4/269 ff. Davis, CA ct. regon fi 
Prize sel Zs Niapiees 59 Kaufusi, Sekope 63/233 So. Palo Alto, (A Oct. 16 Arizona L 7-24 
26 Buins, Arthur 511/206 50. Corona, CA e uy fs ae = Jt Fle ab p (Oct. 23 at Stanford L 28-38 
37 Byers, jared 60/224 So. Pullman, WA | 6 torn Trove pita ‘ita Oct. 30 atArizona State = L—O-2 
5 Galvin, Rickey 5-8/162 Fr. Berkeley, CA ke Trav 6-4/258 I Spokane, WA | N 6 Californi Ll 13-20 
f : 66 Mann, Justin 63/246 ft. Woodinville, WA OV. alliornia 
43 Laufasa, Corey 6-0/228 Je Seattle, WA le. Kalafitoni At ee 
34. Miz, Logwone 61/230 Sr Redmond, WA Joshi eer “aike ue eae Oe 13m Orelog Sale WSs 
i : | Aelia PF : SIUKU, Dec. 4 Washington L 28-35 
3 Winston, Gat +8/190" wile Harbor City, CA" | " pankin, Brandon 65/281 St Shallotte, NC 9 
ee: vl a A orig 69 Waldner, Jeff 6-2/242 fi. Olympia, WA 
undsen, Justin 510/178 =f. leral Way, WA LINEBACKERS I/Wt a HOMETOWN 
: ee ia ee ese 46. Bland, Louis 510/201 Modesto, CA 2010 RANKINGS 
45 Bontemps Bennett 511/188 a melt WA | 37 Duckett, Tyrone 511/190 Ft. Alameda, (A Offense PerGame Pac-10 National 
eect: ; yallup, WA 40. Guidry, Omari 6-0/209 Sr, Seattle, WA | F 
36 Fleming, Dontavious 511/170 So. Olympia, WA) 6 Hammock Anthony S22 Fi Oakridge, OR Scoring 19.6 ppg 10 106 
84 Karstetter, Jared 6-4/208 St. Spokane, WA “Hl y : Z Rushing 91.0ypg 10 117 
2 | 17 Hoffman-Ellis, Alex 6-1/241 St. Los Angeles, (A : 
82 Ralf Bobby 61/185" A. Etiwanda, CA” | 44 Ledgerwood, Mike 61/231 St Kennewick, WA | ‘Passing «=»-239.2ypg 642 
tral regi ¥ nO IN 54 Markle, Darren 641/224 50. Meridian, ID | ‘Total 330.2 ypg 8 92 
roenitline eS if Antioch, CA | + Mizell, C) ee MME yofonse  PerGame Paci0 National 
86 Wilson, Marquess 63/173 So. Tulare, CA f s : Cc 1ona 
38 Oertel, Eric 61/190 So. Racine, WI Scorin 35.8 10 110 
TIGHT ENDS HWE HOMETOWN | 51 Sealby, Jacob 61/187 Ft Wenatchee, WA |p tee ais PPg he 
88 Dunn, Aaron 65/237 Ft. Spokane, WA | 53 Sealby, Lucas 61/190 Ft. Wenatchee, WA | ae eke 16.8 ypg 9 a 
42. Fennerty, Michael 6-4/237 St. Olympia, WA | DEFENSIVE BACKS H/T HOMETOWN Ai 9 pee ypg eats 
87 Lintz, Andrei 65/247 fp. Bellingham, WA | 49 Bucannon, Deone 61/186 So Fairfield, CA old 0 ypg 
40. Stormo, Skylar 65/250 jf. Everett, WA | 4 Carpenter, Anthony 6-0/190 So. Los Angeles, CA ee Margin Per Game Pac-0 National 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN H/WE CL HOMETOWN | 30 Clark, Tracy 59/181 Ft. Pittsburgh, CA | 0.08 7 63 
68 Anderson, Brent 61/260 Fr. Kennewick, WA | 32 Golden, Brandon 511/184 Ff. Covina, CA 
60 Bosch, Elliott 6-4/258 So. Spokane, WA | 6 Horton, Oamante 5-10/160 So. Oakland, CA 
76 Forbes, Rico 6-6/290 Jr Houston, TX | a Locker, ey ie So. Shane WA 2010 
77 Fullington, John 65/268 So. Belfair, WA | 19 Martinez, Anthony 59/177 St. Riverside, CA | 
79 Gonzales, David 6-6/275 St. Fresno, CA | : ae a li je lake Mascyaes INDIVIDUAL STATS 
72 Guerra, B. 63/315 St, Moses Lake, WA | 39 McCartney, Kyle 6-0/194 It Edmonds, WA 
62 Hodgdon, Timot 63/291 So. Ladera Ranch, CA | 31 Pickering, Trase 5-10/186 So. Redmond, WA | aes lhe ti hh 
gdon, Timothy /: y ff Tuel 366 219 2,780 18 12 
55 Jacobson, Wade 66/304 St. Hollister, CA | 24 Simmons, Daniel 510/187 ft. Ontario, ca =| ~SC«(eff Tue " 
58 Johnson, Zach 6-4/230 Fr. Stanwood, WA | 36 Simmons, Matthew 5-11/187 Fr. Rancho Palos Verdes, CA (Marshall Lobbestael 15 7 6100 
78. Kaleta, joe 6-8/314 Fr, Utica, Ny | 15 Toomer, Tyree 511/194 ff. Bellflower, (A 
15 esd rina if Delta, BC | 29 Washington, Nolan 5-11/180 So. Burien, WA RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
74 Reitnouer, Alex 65/270 So. Pasadena, CA | SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN James Nosmgonery 122. «478 «3.9: 5 
70 Rodgers, jake 66/251 Fr. Spokane, WA | 49 Furey, Andrew (K) 510/217. So. Burlington, WA Logwone Mitz 74 263 3.6 4 
73 Roxas, Andrew cies St. oe | 46 Gauper, Alex (K) 6-4/215 If. Spokane, WA \Jeff Tuel 134 «204-451 
71 Spitz, Dan 6-6/279 jf. Spokane, WA | 64 Koepp, Zach (LS) 62/235 I Milford, 1A Carl Winsto 28 32 
65 Valenzuela, Sebastian 62/321 —So. Burbank, (A | 6 Wagner, Dan (P) 6-0/207 St. Portland, OR | a Winston’ ud u 
| RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
- $s —— —— pp [Jared Karstetter 62 658 10.6 7 
\Marquess Wilson 55 1,006 183 6 
2011 SIGNEES Daniel Blackledge30 456 15.2 3 
Isiah Barton 19 #165 87 0 
Niko Aumua DE 6-6 230 Richmond, CA Taylor Meighen OL 63 280 Beaumont, TX KICKING: Andrew Furney, 3-5 FGs, 18-18 XPs, 
Demetrius Cherry DE 6-6 270 Frostproof, FL_ Alexander Mitchell OL 6-3 295 Portland, OR ” points, ¥ : ‘ 
Cody Clements QB 62 205 Whittier, CA Darryl Monroe 1B 6-1 215 Orlando, FL TACKLES! Deane 6 “é 
David Davis OL 62 270 R. Palos Verdes, CA Isiah WR 6- h + DEON SUCANAON, 64; 
Isiah Myers 6-0 170 Gotha, FL Alex Hoffman-Ellis, 81 
Rahmel Dockery WR 5-10 170 Tacoma, WA parry| Paulo LB 6-3 250 Sacramento, CA ees: : 
Henry Eaddy WR 5-8 165 Orlando, FL F = SACKS: Travis Long, 4; Brandon Rankin, 3 
: TJ. Poloai OT 62 265 Sacramento, CA ag 
Rico Forbes OL 6-4 280 Houston, TX Tana Pritchard 1B 63 205 Lakewood, WA INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 2 
Max Gama S§ 6-0 185 La Mirada, CA : f Returning Players in Bold 
Matt Goet Ol 64 270 Cibolo, 1x. Mansel Simmons TE 6-5 231 Elk Grove, CA mor 
Max Hersey Te 62 233 Tacoma, WA Chester Su'a 18 62 215 Pearl City, HI FANTASY FLASH 
fan Knight DE 62 244 Wichita, KS. Wendell Taiese OL 6-6 350 Oakland, CA 
Brock Lutes DE 63 218 Newberg, OR Spencer Waseem DB 5-10 170 Apopka, FL BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Marcus Mason RB 5-9 175 Etiwanda, (A Domingue Williams WR 6-3. 193 Pomona, CA Jeff Tuel, QB 
Logan Mayes 1B 63 230 Eugene, OR Lenard Williams DE 6-2 245 Chesterfield, Sc | © FRESHMAN PHENOM 
a are me 3 7 5 Rickey Galvin, RB 
The Cougars’ 2011 class wasn’t dazzling and wasn’t highly ranked by the recruiting services, but Paul Wulff is more than satis- arate 
fied with his incoming players. The coach focused on offensive and defensive linemen but also gathered playmakers such as Cody écawess Wilson: WE 
Clements, a 6'2", 205-pounder who was rated as the No. 1 quarterback in Orange County by the Orange County Register before 2 es : 
his senior season. Wide receiver Rahmel Dockery of Curtis High in Tacoma shines in the brightest of spotlights, having caught three a 
TD passes in the Class 4A state semifinal game against Skyline. Dominique Williams, another wide receiver, had 1810 receptions ‘None 
his senior year. Running back Marcus Mason averaged 7.7 yards per carry and totaled 1,855 yards with 19 TDs. Linebacker Logan «STOCK RISING 
Mayes was Oregon's SA Defensive Player of the Year. Jeff Tuel, QB 
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NATIONAL YU is entering a new world of football, becoming independent in a departure 
FORECAST from the Mountain West Conference. The move is designed to create more ex- : 
posure for the program and the school, to accompany an LDS Church affiliation Sept. 3 at Ole Miss 
that provides a built-in following around the country. School officials are quick to Sept. 10 at Texas 
say they’re not likening themselves to Notre Dame, but they believe BYU is uniquely po- Sept. 17 Utah 
sitioned to make this work. Sept. 23 UCF 
Piecing together a 2011 schedule after moving to independence, BYU ended up with a Sept. 30 Utah State 
demanding September slate that includes Ole Miss, Texas, Utah and UCE. How the Oct 8 San Jose State 
Cougars handle those first four games will largely determine their success. The biggest 0 t 15 atO Stat 
question regarding the momentum generated from last year is whether the Cougars truly ae dt Oregon state 
improved in the second half of the season, or if the schedule merely eased. ae sf on State 
ct. 


BYU hopes the finish of the 2010 season was the start of something. The N 
a ere ov. 12 Idaho 
offense should be more settled and confident from the start with Jake Heaps established as N 19 New Mexico Stat 
the quarterback, but the unit must prove itself against good competition. With Heaps and Ov. Ce MEH IgE 
two other freshmen in starring roles offensively, the Cougars rolled past UTEP 52-24 in Dec. 3 at Hawaii 
the New Mexico Bow] and launched themselves into a new era with some momentum. The #Arlington, TX 
offense, now being coordinated by former Cougar quarterback Brandon Doman, should 


BYU's first year as an independent will be one of 2011's most intriquing storylines. The Cougars 
started 2-5 last year but won five out of their final six, including a bowl victory over UTEP. With a 
young core returning, BYU should be even better in 2011. Quarterback Jake Heaps is a rising star 
and has plenty of help from his offensive line and running backs. The defense got off to an awful 
start last season but turned things around. The schedule is manageable. Anything less than eight 
wins would be asurprise. POSTSEASON: ARMED FORCES BOWL VS, SOUTHERN MISS 


keep improving. “The idea is the program is capable of still more than has been accom- 
plished the past six years, and I would like to see visible signs of that, not every other year 
or every third year,” coach Bronco Mendenhall says of his expectations for Doman, who 
was promoted from quarterbacks coach. Heaps and the offense started slowly while he ini- 
tially shared the job, but he led BYU to six wins in the last eight games, highlighted by 
his four-touchdown game against UTEP. Heaps’ biggest challenge as a sophomore will 
be to increase his 57.2 completion percentage. Riley Nelson, who alternated with Heaps 
during the first three games of 2010 before injuring his shoulder, is the No. 2 quarter- 
back. His running ability may enable him to be used in a specialty role. 


Joshua Quezada finished his freshman year in fine fashion with 101 
yards against UTEP. He’ a fast, powerful runner. Mix in the versatile JJ Di Luigi, who 
led BYU in rushing with 917 yards and in receiving with 45 catches, and Doman will 
have plenty of options in his first season as a playcaller. Di Luigi and Quezada each av- 
eraged over five yards per carry in 2010. When the Cougars use a two-back set, Bryan 
Kariya is an effective blocker and ball-carrier, especially in short-yardage situations. CODY HOFFMAN 
Doman intends to have Heaps under center more frequently than BYU’s quarterbacks 
have in recent years, when the Cougars were almost always in the shotgun formation. “It 
suits his talents and it also allows us to be more effective in the sleracton game,” Doman KEY COUGARS 


says. “With him in the shotgun, we are not quite as effective in the run game.” Matt Reynolds, OT The best of four brothers 
: : : é : who have played on BYU's line. 
BYU's list of playmakers includes receiver Cody Hoffman, who capped his J) Di Luigi te a will use him creatively as 


freshman season with eight catches for 137 yards and three scores in the New Mexico Bowl. a runner and receiver. 

Hoffman finished with 42 receptions for 527 yards, developing along with Heaps as the Jake Heaps, QB Should grow as a sopho- 
season progressed. Deep threat McKay Jacobson added 37 catches and redshirt freshman more, now that the job is clearly his. 
Ross Apo was a star of the spring after missing last season with an injury. Devin Mahina, 

who caught 11 passes, should eearie more ofa factor in the passing game, after none of KEY LOSSES 
BYU's tight ends caught a touchdown pass in 2010. Doman is promising to showcase some 
of the “old school” BYU offensive scheme of the 1980s and ’90s that relied heavily on the 


Andrew Rich, DB Not a gifted athlete, but 
consistent and productive. 
Vic So’oto, DE Found a home at end after 


tight end. 
8 ¢ moving from tight end and linebacker. 
As Doman reworks the offense, it should help that the line is sea- Mitch Payne, K Became consistent as a sen- 
soned. Left tackle Matt Reynolds’ decision to return for his senior year rather than enter ior, making 17-of- 21 field goals. 


the NFL Draft was a big bonus. Reynolds has started since the opening game of his fresh- 
man season, and he joins three other returning starters — center Terence Brown, left guard 5-VEAR WIN TREND 
Braden Hansen and right tackle Braden Brown. BYU’s line was dominant in the games the 
Cougars won last season but struggled against the likes of Florida State and TCU. With 
games against defenses from the SEC (Ole Miss), Big 12 (Texas) and Pac-12 (Utah) in the 
first three weeks of the season, the protection of Heaps and BYU’s ability to run the ball 
will be tested. The Cougars ranked 73rd in the country in total offense, averaging 366.5 


Heaps: Tom Pennington/Getty Images; Hoffman: Peter Brouillet 


yards per game. They struggled against the better teams on their schedule, including TCU, 2 2 2 2 2 
while racking up big numbers against the Mountain West's downtrodden teams. Consis- Ss S3 S23 = == 
S34 Sa0 Se) & = 


tency is among the primary goals for 2011. 
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


HEAD COACH: Bronco Mendenhall 

RECORD AT SCHOOL; 56-21 (6 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 56-21 (6 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brandon Doman 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bronco Mendenhall 
LOCATION: Provo, Utah 

STADIUM: Lavell Edwards Stadium (63,725) 


_83 Spencer Hafoka (St) 


11 Ross Apo (Fr.) 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 2 Cody Hoffman (So.) 


WR 6 McKay Jacobson (Sr.) 


{T 70 Matt Reynolds (Sr.) ‘72. Ryker Mathews (Fr. 


lG 76 Braden Hansen (Jr,) 
C 60 Terence Brown (St.) 


RG 71 Walter Kahaial’i (j.) 
RT _75 Braden Brown (jr.) 


TE 84 Devin Mahiina (S0.) 


QB 9 Jake Heaps (So.) 


RB_ 33 Bryan Kariya (St.) 
RB 10 J Dilvig (st) 


DEFENSE (6) 
LE 41 Matt Putnam (Sr.) 


__79 Manaaki Vaitai (So.) 
78 Houston Reynolds (So.) 

78 Houston Reynolds (S0.) 

56 Famika Ange (Ft) 

80 Marcus Mathews (So.) 

13 Riley Nelson (jr) 

35 Zed Mendenhall (jr.) 

20 Joshua Quezada (So.)_ 


92 Graham Rowley (S0.) 


MLB 4 Uona Kaveinga (jt) _ 
BLB 44 Brandon Ogletree (jr.) 
WLB 48 Jameson Frazier (So.) 
(B 26 Robbie Buckner (Jr.) 


34 Austen Jorgensen (jr) 
_47 Spencer Hadley (S0.) 


28 Jordan johnson (Fr.) 


49 Jadon Wagner (St) 


(B 25 Corby Eason (Sr) 

SS 17 Daniel Sorensen (So) _ 
FS__23 Travis Vale (St) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 37 Justin Sorensen (So.) 

P _99 Riley Stephenson (Jr.) 


7 Preston Hadley (Jr.) 
__ 18 Jray Galea’i (So.) 
32 Mike Hague (jr) 


PR 16 J0 Falslev (So.) 


KR 2 Cody Hoffman (So.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN From his perspective on 
the other side during spring drills, Doman says 
BYU’s defense is the school’s best in 10 years, 
with the line in. particular being deeper and 
more athletic. Mendenhall took over the de- 
fense in October, firing his coordinator after 
five games. The Cougars improved steadily 
from that point, although the level of opposi- 
tion also dropped off. The line is led by ends 
Eathyn Manumaleuna and Matt Putnam, with 
Romney Fuga in the middle of the 3-4 scheme. 
Vic So’oto will be missed after leading the team 
with five sacks and 11.5 tackles for a loss as an 
end, but Manumaleuna is a disruptive player. 
His blocked field goal preserved a bowl victory 
in 2007, and his fourth down pass deflection 
clinched last year’s win over Washington in his 
first game after returning from an LDS Church 


mission. 


LINEBACKERS The linebackers in the 3-4 
scheme should be productive. Kyle Van Noy 
recorded 7.5 tackles for a loss as a part-time 
player, and Brandon Ogletree added five tack- 
les for a loss and two interceptions. Jordan 
Pendleton, a converted defensive back, returns 
after missing most of last season with injuries. 
Jameson Frazier made steady improvement, fin- 
ishing with 4.5 tackles for a loss and two inter- 
ceptions. The player everyone talked about in 


the spring was USC transfer Uona Kaveinga, a former 4-star recruit, who earned a starting job after 


redshirting last season. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS In the secondary, BYU will miss safety Andrew Rich, who led the team in tack- 
les (110) and interceptions (five). Free safety Travis Uale is the only returning starter, after making 42 
tackles while starting nine games, but Daniel Sorensen shows some of Rich’s qualities at strong safety. 
Sorensen played linebacker prior to his two-year LDS Church mission. He moved to safety in the 
spring and made a strong impression. “He was such a good player before he left,” Mendenhall says. “We 

knew he would play a lot somewhere. He's smart. He's fast. 


—_ filled. 


He's tough. And he’s a good tackler.” Corby Eason and Rob- 
bie Buckner are capable cornerbacks, although Eason missed 
spring drills after having shoulder surgery and Buckner prac- 
ticed with a soft cast on his hand. BYU ranked 23rd in the 
country in pass defense last season after a rough start, and 
Mendenhall expects the defense to perform the way it did 
in the second half of the season. The unknown is how read- 
ily the void of Rich's leadership in the secondary can be 


SPECIALISTS Mitch Payne departed as the school’s career scoring leader, but Justin Sorensen is back 
from an LDS mission to replace him as the Cougars’ kicker. Sorensen, who made a 62-yard field goal 
in high school, handled kickoffs for BYU in 2008. Riley Stephenson is a solid punter who averaged 
42.0 yards per kick. Hoffman averaged 27.1 yards as a kickoff returner, and JD Falslev is a dependable 
punt returner, having averaged 9.1 yards per return as a freshman. BYU's coverage teams were out- 
standing last season, allowing no punt return of longer than 17 yards. The BYU special teams’ only 
major breakdown came on the last play of the regular season, as Utah blocked a field goal attempt to 


preserve a 17-16 victory. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BYU “This might sound odd, but I'm curious to see how BYU responds to playing its 
first season as an independent. They have no conference title to play for, and they already have a bowl bid 
locked up (BYU already has accepted a spot to the Armed Forces Bowl as long as it’s bowl eligible and doesn’t 
earn a BCS bowl berth) so Bronco Mendenhall will be tested as far as his motivational skills. ... The key is Jake 
Heaps at quarterback. The kid had a great freshman season last year. He took over after a few games (made 
his first start in Week 4), and they rebounded from a rough start, having lost four of their first five. ... Bronco 
shook up his coaching staff in the offseason and made several changes. Among them was promoting former 
BYU quarterback Brandon Doman as the new offensive coordinator. Obviously his No. 1 priority is making sure 


Heaps continues his improvement.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


NEW WORLD For the first time since the 
school launched a football program in 1922, 
BYU will play as an independent. When the 
move was announced in August 2010, BYU 
also signed an eight-year contract with ESPN 
for telecasts of home games and a six-game 
agreement with Notre Dame. Most of BYU's 
other athletic programs will compete in the 
West Coast Conference. 


EARLY VAL With Utah moving to the 
Pac-12 and BYU's declaration of independence, 
the rivalry game will be played Sept. 17, the 
third week of the season. The teams have met 
in November for more than 40 years, usually 
in the final regular-season game. 


FAMILY TIES Matt Reynolds, a senior tackle, 
and Houston Reynolds, a sophomore 
quard/center, are the third and fourth 
Reynolds to play on BYU's offensive line. Their 
father, Lance, is a former Cougar lineman and 
longtime assistant coach, now working with 
the tight ends. 


POSTSEASON PLANS BYU struck a deal in late 
April with the Armed Forces Bowl. The Cougars 
will head to Dallas if they’te not in a BCS bowl. 


J} OF LUIGI 


RISING STAR 


While working with 
the defense last sea- 
son, coach Bronco 
Mendenhall kept 
hearing about the 
scout team player 
who was making 
things difficult for 
the offense in prac- 
tice. Mendenhall got 
a closer look at line- 
backer Uona 
Kaveinga in the spring, discovering a tal- 
ented player who earned a starting job at 
middle linebacker after transferring from USC 
and redshirting. 


Luigi; Peter Brouillet 


QUARTERBACKS 

11 Heap, Brad 

9 Heaps, Jake 

3 Lark, James 

12 Munns, Jason 

13 Nelson, Riley 

15 Stewart, Christian 


RUNNING BACKS 
42 Alisa, Michael 
32 Carter, Nate 

10 Di Luigi, J) 

36 Folsom, Ryan 
27 Foote, David 

34 Juergens, Garrett 
33. Kariya, Bryan 
35 Mendenhall, Zed 
5 Phillips, Drew 
20 Quezada, Joshua 


RECEIVERS 

11 Apo, Ross 

87 Brown, Rhen 
21 Cusick, Andrew 
85 Cutler, Dallin 
16 Falslev, JO 

83. Hafoka, Spencer 
28 Henderson, Kurt 
2 Hoffman, Cody 
26 Hunt, Brady 

6 Jacobson, McKay 
12. Juergens, Mitchell 
19 Marshall, Matt 
23 Raymond, Cody 
39 Ridley, Skyler 
29. Smith, jordan 

7 Tollestrup, Dalin 


TIGHT ENDS 

89 Edwards, Matthew 
82 Friel, Kaneakua 
88 Holt, Austin 

84 Mahina, Devin 
80 Mathews, Marcus 
86 Sampson, Bryan 
18 Wilson, Richard 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
56 Anae, Famika 
75 Brown, Braden 
60 Brown, Terence 
50 Freeman, Ryan 
76 Hansen, Braden 
71 Kahaiali'i, Walter 
67 Lawlor, Quinn 
63 Mulitalo, Manu 
68 Nielsen, Austin 
78 Reynolds, Houston 
70 Reynolds, Matt 
74 Stringham, Brock 
62 Thorson, Marco 
54 Tushaus, Blair 
79 Vaitai, Manaaki 
77 Yeck, Michael 


HT/WT 

63/215 
6-1/194 
62/202 
6-5/254 
6-0/201 
62/190 
HT/WT 

6-1/215 
5-9/192 
5-9/190 
510/194 
511/208 
510/185 
6-0/218 
541/239 
511/168 
541/211 


HT/WT 
63/202 
5-10/180 
65/205 
5-9/175 
5-8/175 
6-0/200 
6-2/170 
6-4/205 
6-2/200 
511/190 
510/180 
510/172 
510/175 
5-11/168 
6-4/205 
61/175 

HT/WT 
63/225 
6-5/235 
6-4/245 
6-6/236 
65/200 
63/221 
6-2/233 

HI/WT 
6-5/260 
6-6/300 
6-4/330 
62/22 
6-6/310 
6-3/334 
6-4/262 
62/330 
6-0/253 
6-2/308 
6-6/322 
6-5/280 
63/327 
62/275 
6-3/300 
6-8/265 


Corey Edwards 
Preston Hadley 
Austin Heder 
Colby Jorgensen 
Corbin Kaufusi 
Moses Kaumatule 
Alex Kuresa 

Ului Lapuaho 
Lene Lesatele 
Ryker Mathews 


5-10 
6-0 
63 
67 
6-7 
6-2 
6-0 
6-7 
6-2 
6-6 


190 
200 
235 
230 
230 
240 
175 
280 
240 
285 


HOMETOWN 
Mesa, AZ 
Issaquah, WA 
St. George, UT 
Kennewick, WA 
Logan, UT 
Orem, UT 


HOMETOWN 
Provo, UT 

St. George, UT 
Canyon Country, CA 
Medford, OR 
Washington, UT 
Houston, 1X 
Kaysville, UT 
Alpine, UT 
Boaz, AL 

La Habra, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Arlington, 1X 
Summerville, SC 
Provo, UT 
Draper, UT 
Logan, UT 
Kahuku, HI 

St. George, UT 
Crescent City, CA 
Sandy, UT 
Southlake, TX 
Houston, TX 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Sandy, UT 
Murrieta, CA 
Salem, UT 
Raymond, AB 


HOMETOWN 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Kaneohe, HI 
South Jordan, UT 
Upland, CA 
Beaverton, OR 
Pleasant Grove, UT 
Spanish Fork, UT 
HOMETOWN 
Provo, UT 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Summerville, SC 
Orem, UT 

Sandy, UT 
Lahaina, HI 

Orem, UT 

West Valley City, UT 
Glendale, AZ 
Provo, UT 

Provo, UT 
Highlands Ranch, CO 
Ramona, CA 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Euless, TX 

Keller, TX 


Hurricane, UT 
Pleasant Grove, UT 
Pleasant Grove, UT 

Provo, UT 

Provo, UT 

West Jordan, UT 
Millville, UT 

West Valley City, UT 
Artesia, CA 
American Fork, UT 


2011 BYU ROSTER 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
77 Eskelsen, Garrett 
91 Fangupo, Hebron 
98 Fuga, Romney 

66 Jensen, Matthew 


95. Kaluhiokalani, Kalama 
55 Manumateuna, Eathyn 


96 Marquardt, Josh 
82 Muehlmann, Mike 
90. Peterson, Matt 
41 Putnam, Matt 

94. Richardson, Jordan 
92 Rowley, Graham 
95 Shirley, Matt 

97 Tuiloma, Travis 
93 Vea, Simote 


LINEBACKERS 

51 Ansah, Ezekiel 
43 Atkinson, Jordan 
45 Beck, Tyler 

46 Bills, Kevan 

53 Cox, Tanner 

48 Frazier, Jameson 
36 Fua, Alani 

47 Hadley, Spencer 
56 Hess, Connell 

34 Jorgensen, Austen 
Kaveinga, Uona 
31 Leung-Wai, Aveni 
44 Ogletree, Brandon 
Pendleton, Jordan 
35 Probert, Seth 
Stout, Zac 

57 Tautu, Sae 

54 Unga, Vani 

3 Van Noy, Kyle 

49 Wagner, Jadon 
58 Welsh, Peter 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
39 Beeston, Brad 
26 Buckner, Robbie 
24 Comer, Cameron 
22 Comer, Ryan 

25 Eason, Corby 
21 Everett, DeQuan 
16 Fowler, Landon 
18 Galea'i, ray 

32 Hague, Mike 
33 Herrmann, Cole 
28 Johnson, Jordan 
19 May, Greg 

15 Mees, Carter 
17 Pendley, Chase 
29 Povey, Skye 

17 Sorensen, Daniel 
23 Uale, Travis 


SPECIALISTS 

96 Hornung, Reed (LS) 
38 Killpack, Nathan (K) 
37 Sorensen, Justin (K) 


=> 


une 


HT/WT 
62/233 
6-1/310 
62/307 
6-6/231 
510/266 
6-2/295 
6-1/248 
6-4/240 
6-5/260 
6-6/271 
63/271 
6-4/261 
6-5/230 
62/316 
511/243 

HI/WT 
6-6/254 
63/230 
6-1/210 
63/225 
63/210 
62/225 
65/195 
641/221 
6-0/224 
6-2/235 
511/255 
6-1/238 
511/225 
6-3/239 
63/205 
6-1/229 
633/224 
64/219 
63/219 
6-4/246 
511/205 

HT/WT 
511/175 
510/176 
6-0/189 
6-1/205 
5-8/172 
63/200 
540/178 
6-0/179 
510/190 
6-0/186 
510/175 
5-11/200 
6-0/195 
62/210 
6-0/180 
6-2/200 
62/197 
HI/WI 
6-2/250 
6-1/185 
62/230 


99 Stephenson, Riley (P/K)  6-0/203 


Aulelio Olomua 
Manoa Pikula 
Baker Pritchard 
Adam Pulsipher 
Brian Rawlinson 
Stehly Reden 
Joe Sampson 
Matt Sumsion 
Kesni Tausinga 


6-4 
6-1 
6-2 
62 
6-6 
6-6 
6-0 
6-8 
6-1 


235 
225 
240 
230 
280 
245 
205 
215 
285 


HOMETOWN 
Ballwin, MO 
Santa Ana, CA 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Canadensis, PA 
Kaneohe, HI 
Anchorage, AK 
Vista, CA 
American Fork, UT 
Bluffdale, UT 
Brigham City, UT 
Idaho Falls, 1D 
Waialua, HI 
Flagstaff, AZ 
Topeka, KS 
Hau'ula, HI 


HOMETOWN 
Accra, Ghana 
Martinez, CA 
Murrieta, CA 
Provo, UT 
Pleasant View, UT 
Draper, UT 
Northridge, CA 
Connell, WA 
Boise, ID 

Mt. Pleasant, UT 
Hawthorne, CA 
Aiea, HI 
McKinney, 1X 
South Jordan, UT 
Lebanon, OR 
Moorpark, CA 
Alpine, UT 
Rochester, CA 
Reno, NV 
Lethbridge, AB 
Bakersfield, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Edmond, OK 
Ashdown, AR 
Springville, UT 
Cedar Hills, UT 
Columbus, GA 
Long Beach, CA 
Kaysville, UT 
Laie, HI 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Draper, UT 
Springfield, MA 
Orem, UT 

St. George, UT 
Sandy, UT 
Ogden, UT 
Colton, CA 
Hawaii Kai, HI 
HOMETOWN 
Anoka, MN 
Orem, UT 
South Jordan, UT 


St. George, UT 


Mesa, AZ 

South Jordan, UT 
South Jordan, UT 
Temecula, CA 
Oologah, OK 
Valley Center, CA 
Oakland, CA 
Springville, UT 
South Jordan, UT 


BYU's recruiting is unique, because of the two-year cycle of LDS Church missionaries in the program. The Cougars signed only 
19 players in February, because Bronco Mendenhall was expecting 14 missionaries to take scholarships after returning by Au- 
gust. Of the 19 signees, 12 are defensive players, with no running backs or receivers in the group. Thirteen players are from 
Utah, led by offensive lineman Ryker Mathews of American Fork. Four defensive players are coming from Bingham High School's 


nationally ranked program, including linemen Baker Pritchard, Moses Kaumatule and Kesni Tausinga. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 7-6, 5-3 (MWC) 
Sept. 4 Washington W 23-17 
Sept. 11 at Air Force Lo 14-35 
Sept. 18 at Florida State L 10-34 
Sept. 25 Nevada L- 13-27 
Oct. 1 at Utah State L 16-31 
Oct. 9 San Diego State W 24-21 
Oct. 16 atTCU L 3-31 
Oct. 23 Wyoming W 25-20 
Nov. 6 UNLV W 55-7 
Nov. 13 at Colorado State  W 49-10 
Nov. 20 New Mexico W 40-7 
Nov. 27 at Utah L 16-17 
Dec. 18 #UTEP W 52-24 

#New Mexico Bowl 

2010 RANKINGS 
Difens Per Gan Natio 
Scoring 26.2 ppg 5 70 
Rushing 168.1 ypg 3 AR 
Passing 198.4 ypg 5 76 
Total 366.5 ypg = 5 2B 
Scoring 21.6ppg 4 32 
Rushing 138.6 ypg 3 45 
Passing 192.2 ypg 3 23 
Total 330.9 ypg 2 24 
+2 WIS: 73 47 

2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Jake Heaps 383 «219 2,316 15 9 
Riley Nelson 40 20 205 2 «#1 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG YD 
J) Di Luigi 178 «#917:«5.2 8 
Bryan Kariya 137 537 3.9 6 
Joshua Quezada 99 505 514 5 
Riley Nelson 31 (148 4.8 1 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ID 
JJ Di Luigi 45 443 98 1 
Cody Hoffman 42 527 125 7 
McKay Jacobson 37 410 11.1 1 
luke Ashworth 32 368 115 7 


(CICKING: Mitch Payne, 17-21 FGs, 37-39 XPs, 


88 points 


TACILES: Andrew Rich, 110; Shane Hunter, 85 
SACKS: Vic So'oto, 5; Corby Eason, 3.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Andrew Rich, 5 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 


Jake Heaps, QB 
TOP TARGET 

Cody Hoffman, WR 
BULK CARRIER 

J} Di Luigi, RB 
SUPER SOPH 
Joshua Quezada, RB 


FRESHMAN 10 WATCH 


Ross Apo, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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In a time when conference membership is everything, 
BYU has declared its independence 


by Michael Bradley 


ast summer, when schools throughout 
f the Big 12 Conference were wondering 
about their athletic futures as Texas and 
its cronies wondered whether it made sense to 
go West, the idea of football bachelorhood 
seemed ridiculous. Why would anybody want 
to go it alone, when strength was obviously to 
be gained by affiliating with the biggest, bad- 
dest programs around? After years of sensible 
groupings based on geography and reasonable 
travel, ages-old rules no longer applied. 

Colorado was a “Pacific” school. So was 
Utah. TCU would eventually join the Big East. 
The Rust Belt now extended to the Plains and 
Nebraska. And Hawaii was in the Mountains. 
There was talk of adding Rutgers to the Big 
Ten and Texas A&M to the Southeastern Con- 
ference — even though the Aggies were once 
proud Southwest Conference members. 

Up was down. Hip-hop was Easy Listening. 
Dogs and cats, living together. All in the name 
of a secure home and access to BCS dough. 

And then, late last August, BYU saw other 
schools’ craziness and raised them in absurdity. 
At a time when conference membership was 
everything, the Cougars declared their inde- 
pendence. They would no longer be part of a 
conference for football and were leaving the 
Mountain West for the West Coast Conference 
in every other sport. Some referred to the move 
as “bold.” Many thought it was crazy. And even 
BYU understands that the move is not a guar- 
anteed success. 

“We're in uncharted waters,” Cougar athletic 
director Tom Holmoe says. 

The culprit in all of this is television, that 
demon tube (or flat screen) that has spawned 
all of the seismic activity on the collegiate 
sports front. The Cougars have surplus pro- 
gramming and a large audience they believe 
wants it, and their old arrangement with the 
MWC didn’ allow them to get it all on the air. 
Holmoe insists the school tried to work out an 
agreement with its former league, but it just 
didn’t happen. It thought about returning to 
the WAC, its ancestral conference home. It 
knew the Pac-10 wasn’t interested. So, instead 
of complaining about not having control over 
its future, BYU decided to go alone. 

“(The Mountain West) didn’t have the fore- 
sight to see what we wanted,” Holmoe says. 
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“There were nine teams in the conference, with 
Boise State coming in. They knew we were un- 
happy with the TV arrangement, but it didn't 
seem to matter.” 

On the surface, it appears as if the Cougars 
are taking a huge chance, even if they do have 
an eight-year deal with ESPN to televise most 
of their home games and the freedom to as- 
semble a schedule that suits them. There are 
only three independent teams in the FBS 
ranks. One, Notre Dame, has a special deal 
with the BCS and its home games on the Notre 
Dame Broadcasting Company, er, NBC. The 
other two, Army and Navy, have national fol- 
lowings, no need to increase endowments or 
win a facilities arms race, and bowl tie-ins that 
provide postseason homes if they earn as many 
as six wins. It makes sense for them to be on 
their own. But BYU? Now, you're talking crazy. 

Or are you? The Cougars have their own TV 
network, Brigham Young Broadcasting, which 
brings “family programming” to 55 million 
people around the country. The school’s 
300,000-plus living alumni are scattered 
throughout the nation — particularly Califor- 
nia and the Pacific Northwest — making that 
network ripe for growth. And through its affil- 
iation with the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints, BYU has a vast audience for its 
message and brand. 

“A number of years ago, we said that we have 
this incredible resource in BYU Broadcasting 
that we could take advantage of,” Holmoe says. 
“But we weren't able to. One way to do it was 
to go independent.” 

Last year, when the Big Ten was looking to 
grow and was considering its options, it 
reached out — again — to Notre Dame. The 
Irish looked at their choices, considered the 
possibilities and stayed independent. From 
South Bend, BYU’s decision to go alone is not 
rash or ill conceived. In fact, it’s quite logical. 

“To do this, you need a reason that is related 
to the school’s mission,” ND athletic director 
Jack Swarbrick says. “It makes sense for BYU, 
just as it does a Catholic school like Notre 
Dame.” 

The Cougars are following the Irish model, 
since they will be rugged individualists only on 
the gridiron. Just as ND is a member of the Big 
East for all other sports, BYU will participate in 


Lone Cougar 


“A number of years ago, 
we said that we have this 
incredible resource in BYU 
Broadcasting that we 
could take advantage of. 
But we weren't able to. 
One way to do it was to go 
independent. ” 


— BYU athletic director Tom Holmoe 


Brad Schloss 


the WCC off the football field. It is easily ar- 
gued that the school has taken a step down 
from the Mountain West, until the secret 
weapon steps in. Without ESPN, BYU’s deci- 
sion would be particularly ill-advised. But with 
the four-letter folks picking up all but one 
(Idaho State) of the Cougars’ home games this 
year and working to assemble a contract that 
highlights BYU, Gonzaga, Saint Mary's and the 
rest of the West Coast Conference schools on 
the hardwood, the concept makes sense. 

Of course, it all starts with football. That's 
what brought ESPN on board. The network's 
relationship with BYU goes back to the days 
when the school was the scourge of the WAC 
and was playing in the Holiday Bowl — and 
on ESPN — almost every year. 

“I think people associate BYU football with 
exciting offense,” says Dave Brown, who 
helped put together ESPN’s football schedule 
for years and now runs the Longhorn Network. 


“People will play BYU, so we'll get good 
games on our schedule.” 

The Cougars’ 2011 home campaign isn’t 
going to inspire a run on the ticket office, but 
a six-year deal with Notre Dame has block- 
buster potential. Texas visits Provo in 2013. 
Georgia Tech will be coming to town down the 
line, as will Boise State. “There haven't been 
too many teams we have called that we haven't 
been able to work out a deal with,” Holmoe 
says. Lining up quality opposition is the easy 
part. Balancing the schedule is more difficult. 
Swarbrick admits that it’s tough to put some 
easier games on the slate, particularly when the 
TV networks are asking for quality matchups. 
But he has learned to avoid loading the slate. 

“Being independent gives you the opportu- 
nity to play anybody,” he says. “You feel obli- 
gated to take advantage of it. You have to find 
a balance. If you have a TV partner, you feel 
obligated to schedule good games.” 


The Cougars will play good teams, on prac- 
tically every night of the week, the better to get 
on ESPN’s main station and away from The 
Deuce, ESPNU and ESPN Classic. They will 
strive for excellence in order to qualify for BCS 
paydays. “We're like any other college that’s 
ranked in the system,” Holmoe says of the 
BCS. And they will play basketball against the 
Zags and their WCC brethren, with a contract 
that could well be better than what the Moun- 
tain West had. 

While Holmoe talks about the aforemen- 
tioned “uncharted waters” of independence, at 
a time when everybody else is looking for the 
most secure home possible, he also says, “We 
didn’t want to wait.” 

Brigham Young is moving ahead. Boldly. 
Confidently. 

And, maybe, it’s just a little crazy. Then 
again, what in college athletics makes sense 
these days? 
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2011 ATHLON SPORTS 
PRESEASON ALL-MWC TEAM 
FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Kellen Moore 6'0" 191 Sr. Boise State 
n this space last year, we chronicled the dominance of the 2009 TCU Horned } RB Ronnie Hillman  5'10" 175 So. San Diego State 
Frogs, a team that cruised to the Mountain West title with an 8-0 record and | RB Doug Martin 5'9" 215 Sr. Boise State 
average margin of victory of 32 points. Well, guess what? TCU was even better | WR Josh Boyce 6'0" 203 So. TU 
in 2010. Last fall, Gary Patterson's club once again went 8-0 in league play; this } WR Phillip Payne 6'3" 205 Sr. UNLV 
time around, the margin of the Frogs’ eight MWC wins was 33.4 points per game. } TE Lucas Reed 6'6" 232 So. New Mexico 
TCU, in 2010, was the best team in the nation relative to its conference competition | C Thomas Byrd 5'11" 288 Sr. Boise State 
— and it wasn’t even close. The Horned Frogs outgained their MWC foes by an av- } OL Kyle Dooley 6'3" 315 Sr. TCU 
erage of 312.0 yards per game. The next best team? Northern Illinois, which out- | OL Paul Madsen 6'4" 313 Sr. Colorado State 
gained its MAC opponents by 171.3 yards per game. Let those numbers sink in for } OL Nate Potter 6'6" 300 Sr. Boise State 
a minute: TCU was that good in 2010. Se: OL AJ. Wallerstein 6'4" 280 Sr. Air Force 
But we have turned the page to 2011, and TCU, in its final season in the MWC FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
before bolting to the Big East, will have some stiff competition in the form of the : F 
big, bad Boise State Broncos. After pushing around teams in the WAC over the last DL Josh Biezuns 6'2" 249 SF. Wyoming 
decade, Boise State has } Dl Stansly Maponga 6'2" 265 So TCU 
made the move to the more | DL Shea McClellin  6'3" 258 Sr. Boise State 
PREDICTED ORDER competitive Mountain | DL Billy Winn 6'4" 295 Sr. Boise State 
OF FINISH >> West. And Chris Petersen’s } L8 Miles Burris 6'3" 240 Sr. San Diego State 
club, with 14 starters back | LB Tank Carder 63" 237 Sk: TCU 
MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE fom a 12-win team, is the | LB Mychal Sisson 5'11" 207 St. Colorado State 
MWC Overall favorite to claim the title in | (CB TashaunGipson  6'0" 203 Sr. Wyoming 
BOISE STATE 7-0 its first season in the league. } CB Leon McFadden 5'10" 180 Jr. San Diego State 
The Broncos will once again } $ Jon Davis 61" 198 Sr. Air Force 
TCU 6-1 10-2 beled by quarterback Kellen } S$ Georgelloka  6'3" 216 St —_Boise State 
Toe Moore, who has an amazing TEAM 
AIR FORCE 523} 38-2 record as a starting epics: pies gris San Diego State 
‘i zB terback. Boise S ill 5 : 
SAN DIEGO STATE 43 75 ee nee ein they w | P Brian Stahovich —6'0" 195 St. San Diego State 
also be potent in the run 2 5 
COLORADO STATE 25 66 ning game, with Doug Mar- | KR Marcus Sullivan 5'9" 180 So. __UNLY 
tin and DJ. Harper | PR Chris Potter 5'9" 158 Jr. Boise State 
WYOMING 2-5 4-8 operating behind an offen- | SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
UNLV 2- sive Ting hat rcturns three Y/QB Ryan Lindley _6'4". 215. St_San Diego State 
starters. On defense, the sec- ]' pg asher Clark 5'8" 185 St. Air Force 
NEW MEXICO 0-7 2-10 ondary needs to be rebuilt | RB Ed Wesley 5'9" 200 ft TCU 
va oe hha Reson f ee RO J econ inthe ng, | WRGeraldo Hiwat —6'4" 200 Sr_——_—Boise State 
and t = ae a8 the 8 our gies “ss oise State ranked second in the na- | we tier shoemaker 6'I" 213. St Boise State 
HORT tn sou eee bey ero tnaea De Sac sae pea TE Gavin Escobar  6'6" 230 So. San Diego State 
Don’t expect TCU to fall too far. Despite the loss of four-year starting quarterback : Aye 
ee : C Weston Richburg 6'4" 302 So. Colorado State 
Andy Dalton and a slew of other big-time players on both sides of the ball, the Horned : ee : 
ay cee ; , . OL Nik Embernate  6'4" 295 Jr. San Diego State 
Frogs will still be a factor in the league race. Patterson's team will be strong on defense, OL lake Gdowski 3" 309 St. Colorado Stat 
and TCU’s running game figures to be among the best in the nation. Jake na o \ biog LOaee 5 ihe 
Perpetually underrated Air Force and San Diego State appear to be the best of the OL Joe Kellogg oi: 299. If Boise tate 
rest in the MWC this fall. The Falcons went 9-4 last season, and three of those losses OL Jason Kons 6:4" 255 Jt Air Force 
— San Diego State, Utah and Oklahoma — came by an average of 3.3 points. AFA | SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
will continue to run the ball very well, but the 2010 Falcons could be potent through DL Tyrone Crawford 6'4" 276 Sr. Boise State 
the air as well. Brady Hoke left behind a solid club in San Diego that will be guided DL Chase Baker 6'1" 296 Sr. Boise State 
by his former defensive coordinator Rocky Long, the one-time boss at New Mexico. DL Gabe Knapton 63" 251 Sr. Wyoming 
The Aztecs boast star power on offense, with record-setting quarterback Ryan Lind- } py p J. Yendrey 6'4" 273. Jr TCU 
ley back for his senior season and Ronnie Hillman back for his sophomore campaign. Be QW : 
i : LB Tanner Brock 6'3" 246 Jr. TCU 
Hillman rushed for 1,532 yards and 17 touchdowns as a freshman in 2010. : : yn : 
3 : ; LB Brian Hendricks 6'1" 228 Sr. Wyoming 
Once-proud Colorado State should be improved after struggling through its second F DH : 
f f , LB Carmen Messina 6'2" 236 Sr. New Mexico 
straight losing season. The Rams were painfully young last year and were the only (BG inn 
5 : : feg McCoy 5'10" 181 Sr. TCU 
team in the nation to start a true freshman quarterback (Pete Thomas) in every game. : My) : 
: : : : CB Anthony Wright 5'10" 190 Sr. Air Force 
Wyoming took a step back in the second season of the Dave Christensen era, win- : a 
: ; ee . 5 S TekerreinCuba 6'4"_ 210 ‘Sr. TCU 
ning only three games after enjoying a rare bowl victory in 2009. And the Pokes must S waniend 511" 200 St. Colorado Stat 
move forward without quarterback Austyn Carta-Samuels, who transferred despite beh f RO EE 
starting his first two seasons in Laramie. UNLV, too, needs to identify a quarterback | SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
if it hopes to make a move in the MWC. Omar Clayton, who started 35 games atthe | K Ross Evans 5'9" 185 Sr. TCU 
school, has graduated, leaving a gaping hole for second-year coach Bobby Hauck. P Pete Kontodiakos 6'3” 219 Jr. Colorado State 
New Mexico has upgraded its talent, but the Lobos still have a long way to go to | KR Jonathan Warzeka 5'9" 180 Sr. Air Force 
be competitive. Mike Locksley is on the hottest of seats in Albuquerque. PR Momo Thomas  5'9” 183 Jr. Colorado State 


WAC OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL ODL IB DB 

TCU 8-0 13-0 AIR FORCE 3 4 6 3 5 4 3 
UTAH 7A 10-3 BOISE STATE 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 
SAN DIEGO STATE 5-3 9-4 COLORADO STATE 5 7 7 5 6 6 7 
AIR FORCE 53 9-4 NEW MEXICO 6 8 4 8 7 5 8 
BYU 5-3 7-6 SAN DIEGO STATE 2 1 5 4 4 3 4 
COLORADO STATE 2-6 3-9 TCU 4 3 2 2 2 1 2 
UNLV 2-6 21 UNLV tb 3 7 i 6 6 
NEW MEXICO 17 1-11 WYOMING 8 5 8 6 3 7 5 
WYOMING 17 3-9 

_SSCUMIW RETURNING LEADERS ss 

PASSING AT «COMP =sINT. «ss PCT.:-~Ss«<YS’:~«Ss«dTD:sCOANG/G 

Kellen Moore, Boise State 383 273 6 71.3 3,845 35 295.8 

Ryan Lindley, San Diego State 421 243 14 57.7 3,830 28 294.6 

Pete Thomas, Colorado State 391 253 «= 13 «64.7 «2,662, Ss 11.':« 221.8 

Tim Jefferson, Air Force 159 82 6 51.6 1,459 10 112.2 

RUSHING AIT YDS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 

Ronnie Hillman, San Diego State 262 1,532 58 17 1178 93 

Doug Martin, Boise State 201 «1,260 63 12 969 84 

Ed Wesley, TCU 166 1,078 65 11 82.9 49 

Alvester Alexander, Wyoming 189 792 42 14 66.0 94 

Tim Jefferson, Air Force 154 794 «5.215 BGS 59 

Matthew Tucker, TCU 148 709 = 4.8 7 455 47 

RECEIVING REC YOS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 

Phillip Payne, UNLV 40 689 172 5 626 65 

DeVonte Christopher, Utah 39 660 169 «= 6 55.071 

Josh Boyce, TCU 34 646 = 19.0 6 49.7 93 

Michael Johnson, UNLV St 57) 11:2, 5: BRABIOR 60 

Lucas Reed, New Mexico 33 459 139 5 417 40 


TACKLES: Carmen Messina, New Mexico (115); Tanner Brock, TCU (106) 
SACKS: Miles Burris, San Diego State (9.5); Shea McClellin, Boise State (9.5) 
INTERCEPTIONS: Will Chandler, UNLV (5); Tashaun Gipson, Wyoming (3) 


KELLEN MOORE, BOISE STATE 


_____2010 MWC TEAM STATS & RANKINGS == — 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 

SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
AIR FORCE 30.8 (4) 3065 (1) 119.3 (9) 425.8 (3) 211 (3) 201.5 (6) 1478 (2) 3493 (4) 
BYU 26.2 (5) 168.1 (3) 1984 (5) 366.5 (5) 21.6 (4) 138.6 (3) 192.2 (3) 330.8 (2) 
COLORADO STATE 16.5 (8) 113.0 (7) 221.8 (4) 3348 (6) 34.7 (7) 1979 (5) 225.9 (8) 4238 (7) 
NEW MEXICO 15.8 (9) 108.0 (8) 157.7 (8) 265.7 (9) 44.3 (9) 250.2 (9) 2188 (6) 469.0 (9) 
SAN DIEGO STATE 35.0 (2) 161.3 (4) += 295.4 (1) «= 456.7. (2) 22.1 (5) 148.8 (4) 205.0 (4) 353.8 (5) 
TCU 41.6 (1) 2474 (2) 2295 (3) 476.8 (1) 12.0 (1) 99.7 (1) 1288 (1) 2285 (1) 
UNLV 18.4 (7) 1033 (9) 170.9 (6) 274.2 (8) 39.7 (8) 222.7 (8) 227.8 (9) 450.5 (8) 
UTAH 33.1 (3) 152.9 (5) 236.1 (2) ~——-389.0 (4) 203 (2) 111.7 (2) 225.2 (7) ~—«336.8 (3) 
WYOMING 19.2 (6) 119.5 (6) = 166.0 (7) ~—-285.5 (7) 30.3 (6) 205.8 (7) 207.9 (5) 413.7 (6) 

2010 MWC BOWL RESULTS 


NEW MEXICO BOWL » DEC. 18 » ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. + BYU 52, UTEP 24 
MAACO BOWL LAS VEGAS + DEC. 22 + LAS VEGAS, NEV. + BOISE STATE 26, UTAH 3 
POINSETTIA BOWL + DEC. 23 » SAN DIEGO, CALIF. + SAN DIEGO STATE 35, NAVY 14 

INDEPENDENCE BOWL + DEC. 27 + SHREVEPORT, LA. + AIR FORCE 14, GEORGIA TECH 7 
ROSE BOWL + JAN. 1 * PASADENA, CALIF. * TCU 21, WISCONSIN 19 


Paul lasienski 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Troy Calhoun 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 34-17 (4 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 34-17 (4 years) 

CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Clay Hendrix, 
Blane Morgan 

CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Matt Wallerstedt, 
Charlton Warren 

LOCATION: Colorado Springs, Colo. 

STADIUM: Falcon Stadium (46,692) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 9-3, 5-2 (MWC) 
Sept. 3 South Dakota 
Sept. 10 TCU 
Sept. 24 Tennessee State 
Oct. 1 at Navy 
Oct. 8 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 13 San Diego State 
Oct. 22 at Boise State 
Oct. 29 at New Mexico 
Nov, 5 Afmy 
Nov. 12 Wyoming 
Nov. 19 UNLV 
Nov. 26 at Colorado State 


2010 RESULTS (3-4, 5-3) 


W 65-21 
35-14 
24-27 
20-14 
14- 6 
49-27 
25-27 
7-38 
23-28 
42-22 
48-23 
35-20 
14-7 


Sept. 4 Northwestern State 
Sept. 11 BYU 

Sept. 18 at Oklahoma 
Sept. 25 at Wyoming 

Oct. 2 Navy 

Oct. 9 Colorado State 
Oct. at San Diego State 
Oct. at TCU 

Oct. Utah 

at Army 

New Mexico 

at UNLV 
#Georgia Tech 
dindependence Bow! 


W 
L 
W 
W 
W 
L 
L 
L 
Ww 
W 
W 
Ww 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Tim Jefferson, QB 
BULK CARRIER 

Asher Clark, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Jonathan Warzeka, WR 
SLEEPER 

Wesley Cobb, FB 
DUAL-THREAT VALUE 
Tim Jefferson, QB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


‘AIR FORCE 


OFFENSE Air Force's complex, run-obsessed option offense 
accumulated nearly 4,000 yards rushing last season as a 
collection of backs cruised behind a lean and athletic offensive 
line. Here’s a warning for defenses that plan to react to this 
rushing success by loading up the line of scrimmage this season: 
This edition of the Falcons boasts the program’s most dangerous 
passing attack of the 21st century. Tim Jefferson is the rare 
quarterback who can sprint to a 50-yard touchdown or throw a 
50-yard touchdown. Jefferson is poised to complete one of the 
more impressive careers in Air Force football history. He’s quiet 
and dislikes attention, but he’s grown into a steady, distinctive 
leader. Connor Dietz is a proven backup. 

Look for senior wide receiver Zach Kauth to emerge as a star. 
He's a big target and is blessed with surprising speed and 
athleticism. Jefferson can also throw to speedster Mikel Hunter 
and double-threat receiver/back Jonathan Warzeka. 

Tackle Jason Kons and guard A.J. Wallerstein lead an 
undersized yet highly effective line. The Falcons employ a zone 
blocking scheme, which emphasizes speed and agility over girth, 
and it’s common to see a Falcon lineman sprinting 20 yards 
downfield for a key block. 

The glaring question for the offense is at fullback. Jared Tew, 
who has graduated, had the power to break tackles at the line of 
scrimmage and the speed to outrun defensive backs. For the 

offense to truly soar, either Mike 
DeWitt or Wesley Cobb must be 
7 productive. 
Senior Asher Clark has delivered 
The Falcons snapped a seven- | a steady, if nor sensational, career as 
yeat losing streak to rival the lead running back. He's grown 
Navy with a 14-6 win over the ES se Act 
Midshipmen in Colorado tougher but remains undersize 
Springs last October. and will be more effective if Darius 
Jones provides relief as his backup. 


DEFENSE The Falcons boast one of the conference’s more 
talented defensive backfields, even after the loss of All-American 
Reggie Rembert. Look for strong safety Brian Lindsay to emerge 
as a star. He will deliver a bone-rattling, intimidating presence, 
which is a rarity for this program. Senior cornerback Anthony 
Wright must rebound from an underachieving season. 

Linebacker Jordan Waiwaiole has the physical gifts to become 
a dominating star but must add the required every-down 
determination and focus. 

The defensive line is surprisingly fast. That's the good news. 
The question will be whether the undersized trio of seniors 
Zach Payne, Ryan Gardner and Harry Kehs can stand tough 
against the run. Gardner has potential to become a dangerous 
pass-rusher, but departed tackle Rick Ricketts could be sorely 
missed this season. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Erik Soderberg’s confidence — and 
accuracy — vanished last season, prompting coach Troy 
Calhoun to replace him late in the season. If Soderberg regains 


toler pe : his form from 2009, when he hit 22-of-30, the Falcons will have 
Offense Per Game MWC National aay superb kicker. Kauth could become the rare wide receiver who 
ial eee 8 ; . also punts. He's battling David Baska for the starting job. 
Passing 119.3 ypg 39 ~=—(118 FINAL ANALYSIS The Falcons were close — extremely close 
Total 425.9 ypg 3 = 28 — to a breakout season in 2010, losing to San Diego State, 
Defense CCM an) | Utah and Oklahoma by an average of 3.3 points. With 
Scoring 21.1 ppg 3 28 Jefferson, Wright, Kauth and Warzeka, this team boasts the star 
Rushing 2015ypg 6 103 power to threaten the top teams — Boise State and TCU — in 
Passing 147.8 ypg 2 2 the MWC. Air Force will again roll to 300 or so rushing yards 
Total 349.3 ypg 437 per game, and there's enough talent in the defensive backfield to 
CUM MATL @ inn) | stifle the pass. If an undersized defense can stop the run, this 
45 038) (2 Fp St could be a special season. 
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NATIONAL FORECAST — 
MWC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“You always gameplan first for the quarterback. There's 
a reason he’s under center. Then if they've got a good 
fullback, that’s tough to defend. Then when they go 
play-action, you have to be disciplined.” 
An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 85 Zach Kauth (Sr.) 

WR 15 Jonathan Warzeka (Sr.) 
UT_75 Jason Kons (jt) 

1G 67 Jordan Eason (1) 

C 63 Jeff Benson (St) 
RG 73 AJ. Wallerstein (Sr.) 
RT__70 Kevin Whitt (Sr.) 


TE _ 81 Josh Freeman (St) _ 
QB = 7 Tim Jefferson (Sr.) 


16 Drew Coleman (Jr,) 
10 Mikel Hunter (jr.) 
68 Andrew Kerber (S0.) 


~ 65 Mike Husar (S0,) 
54 Michael Hester (St.) 
62 Nathan Badger (jt.) 
___76 Evan Kaufman (jr) 


84 Dan Pickett (St.) 
11 Connor Dietz (St.) 


FB 35 Wesley Cobb (Jr) 25 Mike DeWitt (Jr) 
HB 17 Asher Clark (Sr) ————_21_ Darius Jones (Jr. 
DEFENSE (7) 


DE _51'zach Payne (Sr) 
NG 86 Ryan Gardner (Sr.) 
DE 95 Harry Kehs (Sr.) 


1B 41 Brady Amack (Sr) 


1B 50 Alex Means (J) 
LB _ 32 Jordan Waiwaiole (Sr.) 

1B 44 Patrick Hennessey (Sr.) 
CB _5 Anthony Wright (Sr) 

(B 14 Josh Hall (Sr.) 

SS 31 Brian Lindsay (Jr.) 


FSG JonDavis (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 99 Erik Soderberg (Sr.) 


P96 David Baska (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Tim Jefferson, 159-82-1,459-6, 10 TOs _ 
Rushing: Asher Clark, 182 car, 1,031 yds, 51Ds 
Receiving: Jonathan Warzeka, 18 rec., 406 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Waiwaiole, 96, 46 solo 

Sacks: Two players tied with 2 
Interceptions: jon Davis, 3 for 23 yds. — 
(@) indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


96 Dan Vinson (So.)_ 
48 Ross Fleming (Sr.) 
48 Ross Fleming (Sr.) 
57_Austin Niklas (Jc) 
46 Jamil Cooks 60.) _ 
AT Ken Lamendola (Sr.) 
38 Jason Butler (jr.) 

24 PJ. Adeji-Paul (St) 
3 Chris Miller (So.) 
34 Anthony Wooding (So.) 

26 Kevin Jablonsky (Sr.) 


_KR 15 Jonathan Warzeka (Sr.) 


PR 6 Jon Davis (Sr) 


Ron Chenoy/US Presswire 
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BOISE > 


HEAD COACH: Chris Petersen 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 61-5 (5 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 61-5 (5 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Pease 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pete Kwiatkowski 
LOCATION: Boise, Idaho 

STADIUM: Bronco Stadium (33,500) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 11-1, 7-0 (MWC) 
Sept. 3  #at Georgia 
Sept. 17 at Toledo 
Sept. 24 Tulsa 
Oct. 1 Nevada 
Oct. 7 at Fresno State 
Oct. 15 at Colorado State 


Oct. 22 Air Force 
Nov. 5 at UNLV 
Nov. 12 TU 
Nov. 19 at San Diego State 
Nov. 26 Wyoming 
Dec. 3 New Mexico 
#Atlanta, GA 
2010 RESULTS (12-1, 7-1) 
Sept. 6 vs. Virginia Tech W 33-30 
Sept. 18 at Wyoming W 51-6 
Sept. 25 Oregon State W 37-24 
Oct. 2 atNew Mexico State W 59-0 
Oct. 9 Toledo W 57-14 
Oct. 16 at San Jose State W 48-0 
Oct. 26 Louisiana Tech W 49-20 
Nov. 6 Hawaii W 42-7 
Nov. 12 at Idaho W 52-14 
Nov. 19 Fresno State W 51-0 
Nov. 26 at Nevada L (ot)31-34 
Dec. 4 Utah State W 50-14 
Dec. 22 #Utah W 26-3 
Landover MAACO Bowl 
FANTASY FLASH 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Kellen Moore, QB 
BULK CARRIER 
Doug Martin, RB 
STOCK RISING 
Tyler Shoemaker, WR 
SLEEPER 
Geraldo Hiwat, WR 
MEDICAL RISK 


O.). Harper, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 45.1 ppg 1 2 
Rushing 200.2 ypg = 2 21 
Passing 321.1 ypg 2 6 
Total 521.3 ypg 1 2 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 12.8ppg 1 2 
Rushing  103.8ypg 1 7 
Passing 150.9 ypg 1 4 
Total 254.7 ypg 1 2 
TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
+8 +0.62 2 22 


(om BOISE STATE — 


BRONCOS 


OFFENSE Senior quarterback Kellen Moore, who finished 
fourth in Heisman Trophy voting last year, and senior tailback 
Doug Martin, who has a career average of 6.0 yards per carry, 
lead what should be another high-scoring Broncos offense. 

Left tackle Nate Potter and center Thomas Byrd, seniors who 
earned All-WAC honors last year, highlight a strong offensive 
line that rarely allows defenders to touch Moore. The lefty led 
the nation in pass efficiency last year. He's on pace to smash the 
FBS record for career wins by a quarterback, having posting a 
38-2 mark in his first three seasons. His two losses were by a 
total of four points. 

Moore does face some challenges this year, however. The 
Broncos lost standout wide receivers Austin Pettis and Titus 
Young, and offensive coordinator Bryan Harsin left to take a job 
at Texas. Former wide receivers coach Brent Pease, who served 
as a coordinator at Baylor and Kentucky, replaced Harsin in 
what should be a seamless transition. Pease, a former 
quarterback, will give Moore plenty of chances to chuck it, but 
he also wants to take advantage of Martin, who accumulated 
1,598 yards from scrimmage last season. 


DEFENSE The Broncos return the bulk of a defense that ranked 
in the top seven in the nation in scoring defense (second), total 
defense (second), rushing defense (seventh), pass defense 
(fourth), pass efficiency defense (second), sacks (first) and 
tackles for a loss (second). 
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Boise State senior quarterback 
Kellen Moore needs eight wins 
to pass Colt McCoy as the all- 
time winningest quarterback 
in the FBS ranks. Moore is 
38-2 as a starter. 


The line, regarded as one of the 
best in college football last year, 
returns all but one player. Ends 
Shea McClellin and Tyrone 
Crawford and tackles Billy Winn 
and Chase Baker combined for 
25.5 sacks last year, more than 
nearly half of the FBS teams. 

The question marks are on the 
back end, where the Broncos need to 
replace four-year starting strong safety Jeron Johnson, three-year 
starting cornerback Brandyn Thompson and two-year starting 
nickel back Winston Venable. Johnson led the team in tackles in 
each of the past three years. All-WAC safety George Iloka is 
back, and middle linebacker Byron Hout, whose 2010 season 
ended early because of a broken foot, is an important cog in the 
run defense. 


SPECIALISTS The Broncos must replace four-year starting 
kicker/punter Kyle Brotzman, which could lead to some 
adventures in the kicking game. The staff recruited Jake Van 
Ginkel to fill the kicking job, but the Broncos had four field goal 
kickers in spring ball, too. Senior punter Brad Elkin was 
redshirted last year to preserve him for this season. The Broncos 
should have outstanding return units but struggled covering 
kickoffs last season — an area of concern considering that their 


returners in the nation. 


FINAL ANALYSIS For the third straight year, the Broncos open 
the season with a showcase game that could push them into the 
national title conversation. They face Georgia in Adanta after 
beating Oregon (2009) and Virginia Tech (2010) in the past 
two openers. And the schedule should help the Broncos sway 
skeptics. All five non-conference opponents played in bowls last 
year, and the Broncos will host fellow BCS buster TCU in a 
November showdown in the schools’ only meeting as Mountain 
West Conference rivals. If the Broncos beat Georgia and TCU 
— and look good doing it — they might be able to finish the 
historic quest for a title shot that they began last year. 


non-conference schedule is laced with some of the best kickoff 


NATIONAL FORECAST 5 
MWC PREDICTION 1 


ie, 

THE QUOTE 
“It’s a whole lot of rubbish with them only supposedly 
recruiting the 1-star and 2-star guys, They've got some 

pretty darn good football players. | don’t care what 
they'te rated — they've got good football players.” 
An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 89 Tyler Shoemaker (St.) 
WR Ly Geraldo Hiwat (50) 
IT 73 Nate Potter (Sr.) 
iG 61 Joe Kellogg (jt) 
C66 Thomas Byrd (Sx) 
76 Jake Broyles (So.) 
78 Charles Leno (So.) 
80 Kyle Efaw (51) ; 
11 Kellen Moore (6) 
47 Dan Paul (St) 
RB 22 Doug Martin (Sr.) 
DEFENSE (7) 
DE 40 Tyrone Crawford (Sr.) 
OT 97 Chase Baker (Sr.) 
DT 90 Billy Winn (Sr.) 
DE 92 Shea McClellin (Sr.) 
LB 94 Byron Hout (Sr.) 
__ 36 Aaron Tevis (Sr.) 
21 Jamar Taylor (je) 
4 Jerrell Gavins (5t.) 
10 Jeremy loane (Ft.) 
8 George Iloka (Sr.) 
25 Hunter White (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Jake Van Ginkel (Fr.) 
P49 Brad Elkin (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Kellen Moore, 383-273-3,845-6, 35 IDs 

Rushing: Doug Martin, 201 car, 1,260 yds., 12 TDs 

Receiving: Tyler Shoemaker, 32 rec, $82 yds, 510s 
Tackles: J.C. Percy, 65, 30 solo 

Sacks: Shea McClellin, 9.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 
{#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


34 Kirby Moore (So.) 
3 Chris Potter (jr.) 
64 Brenel Myers (jt.) 

75 Faraji Wright (Jr.) 

65 Matt Paradis (0) 
55. Chuck Hayes (Sr.) 

54 Michael Ames (Jr.) 

87 Gabe Linehan (S0.) 

15 Joe Southwick (So.) 

88 Chandler Koch (Jr.) 

6 DJ. Harper (Sr.) 


96 Jarrell Root (Sr.) 

99. Michael Atkinson (Jr.) 
43 Ricky Tjong-A-Tjoe (S0.) 
41 Kharyee Marshall (So.) 
33 Tommy Smith (jf.) 


48 J.C. Percy (jf) 
31 Antwon Murray (Sr.) 
_37_Ebo Makinde (So.) 
30 Travis Stanaway (St.) 
16 Cedric Febis (Sr.) 
__ 32 Jonathan Brown (So.) 


KR 22 Doug Martin (Sr) 
PR 3 Chris Potter (Jr) 


Paul jasienski 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Steve Fairchild 
RECORD AT SCHOOL; 13-24 (3 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 13-24 (3 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pat Meyer 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Larry Kerr 
LOCATION: Fort Collins, Colo. 
STADIUM: Hughes Stadium (32,500) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 6-6, 2-5 (MWC) 
Sept. 3 at New Mexico 
Sept. 10 Northern Colorado 
Sept. 17 #Colorado 
Sept. 24 at Utah State 
Oct. 1 San Jose State 
Oct. 15 Boise State 
Oct. 22 at UTEP 
Oct. 29 at UNLV 
Nov. 12 San Diego State 
Nov. 19 at TCU 
Nov. 26 Air Force 
Dec. 3 Wyoming 
#Denver, CO 


2010 RESULTS (3-9, 2-6) 


Sept. 4 Colorado L 
Sept. 11. at Nevada L 
Sept. 18 at Miami (OH) L 
Sept. 25 Idaho W 
Oct. 2 TCU L 
Oct. 9 at Air Force L 
Oct. 16 UNLV W 
Oct. 23 at Utah L 
Oct. 30 New Mexico W 
Nov. 6 at San Diego State L 
Nov. 13 BYU L 
Nov. 20 at Wyoming L 


3-24 
6-51 
10-31 
36-34 
0-27 
27-49 
43-10 
6-59 
38-14 
19-24 
10-49 
0-44 


FANTASY FLASH 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Pete Thomas, QB 
STOCK RISING 
Chris Nwoke, RB 
FRESHMAN TO WATCH 
Thomas Coffman, WR 
SLEEPER 
Lou Greenwood, WR 
HEALTHY AGAIN 
Raymond Carter, RB 


For more fontasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fontasy 


2010 RANKINGS 


Scoring 16.5 ppg 8 
Rushing 113.0 ypg = 7 
Passing 221.8 ypg = 4 
Total 334.8 ypg 6 


Scoring 34.7 ppg = 7 
Rushing 197.9 ypg 5 
Passing 225.9 ypg 8 
Total 423.8 ypg 7 


8 -0.67 8 


105 


|. COLORADO STATE 


RAMS 


OFFENSE Finally, in his fourth year as coach at Colorado State, 
Steve Fairchild has a returning starter at quarterback. That fact 
alone gives the Rams and Fairchild something to celebrate. 

Pete Thomas, though, is no ordinary returnee. He was the 
only true freshman quarterback in the country to start every 
game last year, and he responded by setting a school single- 
season record, completing 64.7 percent of his passes while 
throwing for 2,662 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

The problem was that Thomas didn’ get a lot of help from his 
teammates. That should change in 2011, as the Rams return 
four of five starters on the line and depth at running back. If a 
couple of receivers step up, the Rams might be able to operate 
the type of attack Fairchild envisioned when he left the NFL to 
return to his alma mater. 

Fairchild is counting on senior Raymond Carter and 
sophomore Chris Nwoke to produce solid numbers at running 
back. Converted running back Lou Greenwood could be ready 
for a breakout season at wide receiver after averaging 13.9 yards 
per catch last year, and freshman Thomas Coffman is already 
being compared to former Ram great and current Texans 
receiver David Anderson. 


DEFENSE The Rams’ best player is senior Mychal Sisson, an 

undersized linebacker who has a knack for making plays, Sisson 
led the nation in forced fumbles last 

4 4 year and was one of the few bright 

spots on a defense that finished last 
in the country in third down 

Pete Thomas was sacked 44 defense, allowing foes to convert an 

times last year, for 244 yards in) astounding 54.6 percent of their 

losses. Despite that abuse, 

Thomas never missed a start 

and threw all but two of CSU's 


opportunities. 
393 passes in 2010. 


The really bad news is that nose 
tackle Guy Miller, CSU’s only All- 
MWC player in 2010, graduated, 
leaving a giant hole in the line. The 
Rams are hoping some of their younger players can grow and 
become viable players up front, but until they do, defense will 
continue to be the No. 1 concern. 

One player worth getting excited about is sophomore Mike 
Orakpo, the younger brother of former Texas star Brian Orakpo. 
He lacks his big brother's size but is a fierce hitter and playmaker. 

The secondary will feature plenty of veterans, with safety 
Ivory Herd and corners Momo Thomas and Elijah-Blu Smith (a 
former safety) returning. Trouble is, the Rams intercepted only 
four passes last year, which helps explain their dismal third 
down performance. 


SPECIALISTS Experience abounds in the kicking game, with 
junior punter Pete Kontodiakos and senior kicker Ben DeLine 
entering their third seasons as starters. Kontodiakos averaged 
43.7 yards per punt, while DeLine was a solid 16-of-22 on field 
goals. DeLine, though, missed three of his 21 PATs. The Rams 
have some game-breaking ability in Tony Drake and Derek 
Good, who set a Mountain West Conference single-game kickoff 
return record with 263 yards against Air Force on eight returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After posting back-to-back 3-9 seasons, 
Fairchild knows the heat is on him to produce. The good news 
is that four years of recruiting have greatly enhanced the team’s 
overall talent, particularly when it comes to speed, and Thomas 
is an emerging star at quarterback. 

The schedule, which includes win-friendly non-conference 
dates with Northern Colorado, San Jose State, Utah State and 
UTEP, is designed to get Fairchild and the Rams into the 
postseason. Anything short of that, however, could spell the end 
of Fairchild’s run. 
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NATIONAL FORECAST 37 
MWC PREDICTION 5 


THE QUOTE 


“| don’t think they were asking (Pete) Thomas to do a 
whole lot for them last year. They let him manage the 
game. This year, they'll ask him to do a little bit more 
and expand the package for him.” 
An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 1 Lou Greenwood (jr.) 3 Matt Yemm (Sr.) 

WR 9 Marquise Law (Jr) 17 TJ. Borcky (Sr.) 

Wt 76 Paul Madsen (Sr) 79 Justin Becker (So.) 


WG 58 Jake Gdowski (Sr.) 54 Connor Smith (St.) 


C 70 Weston Richburg (S0,) 72 Tyler McDermott (Sr.) 
SG 64 Jordan Gragert (So.) 67 Josh Tashiro (Sr.) 


ST 77 Joe Caprioglio x) _—73 Jared Biard (So) 
TE _ 99 Crockett Gilmore (So.) 88 Ben Tedford (Jr.) 
QB 4 Pete Thomas (So.) 14 MJ. McPeek (jr) 
FB 34 Joe Brown (So,) 40 Scott Carter (Sr.) 
RB 20 Raymond Carter (St.) 6 Chris Nwoke (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 9 CJ. James (jr.) 11 Nordly Capi (Fr.) 


DT _57 John Froland (Ft. 47 Tach Tiedgen (Jr.) 
NT 92 Nuku Latu (Sr) 96 Te'Jay Brown (So.) 


DE _ 29 Broderick Sargent (Jr) 18 Davis Burl J.) 
WLB 6 Mychal Sisson (St.) 40 Max Morgan (Fr) 
MLB 43 James Skelton (Jr.) 8 Charles Favors (So.) 
SLB 1 Mike Orakpo (So.) 39 Austin Gilmore (Jr) 
(B 5 Momo Thomas (jr). 16 Dominique Vinson (Jr) _ 


(B22 Eljah-Blu Smith (Sr) __10 Shaq Bel (So. 


$5 35 Ivory Herd (Sr.) 36 Drew Reilly (Fr. 
FS 37 Austin Gray (Ft.) 13 Ezra Thompson (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Ben Deline (Sr) KR 26 Derek Good (Sr.) _ 


P 41 Pete Kontodiakos (jr) PR 5 Momo Thomas (Jt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Pete Thomas, 391-253-2,662-13, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Chris Nwoke, 74 car, 357 yds, 1 1D_ 


Receiving: Lou Greenwood, 34 rec,, 474 yds., 210s 


Sacks: Mychal Sisson, 4.5 = 


Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


Colorado State SID 


Mike Locksley 
2-21 (2 years) 
D: 2-21 (2 years) 
David Reaves 
George Barlow 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 


University Stadium (39,224) 


2011 SCHEDULE 


Colorado State 
#Arkansas 

Texas Tech 

Sam Houston State 
New Mexico State 
at Nevada 

at TCU 

Air Force 

at San Diego State 
UNLV 

at Wyoming 

at Boise State 
little Rock, AR 


2010 RESULTS (+11, +7) 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 27 


at Oregon L 
Texas Tech L 
Utah L 
at UNLV L 
UTEP L 
at New Mexico State L 
San Diego State L 
at Colorado State L 
Wyoming W 
at Air Force L 
at BYU L 
al) L 


Lamaar Thomas, WR 


Tarean Austin vs. Stump Godfrey 


Lucas Reed, TE 


James Aho, K 


Kasey Carrier, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fontasy 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


“2 


15.8 ppg 
108.0 ypg 


157.7 ypg 
265.7 ypg 


.o oo Co CO 


44.3 ppg 
250.2 ypq 


218.8 ypg 
469.0 ypg 


wnvwvwo 


100 9 


0-27 
17-52 
14-56 
10-45 
20-38 
14-16 
20-30 
14-38 
34-31 
23-48 

7-40 
17-66 


WEW MEXICO 


¥SE New Mexico has enough skill under third-year coach 
Mike Locksley to compete in the Mountain West Conference. 
The question remains whether the Lobos can utilize that skill. 
The play at quarterback and on the offensive line could 
determine whether Locksley is around for a fourth year. 

Sevens were wild but definitely unlucky at quarterback for 
UNM last season. B.R. Holbrook, Tarean Austin and Stump 
Godfrey each played seven games in 2010. Injuries limited both 
Holbrook (knee) and Austin (ankle), forcing Godfrey to remove 
his redshirt midway through the season. One of the three must 
emerge in the fall for the offense to execute the spread the way 
Locksley envisioned when he arrived. He promoted quarterback 
coach David Reaves to offensive coordinator to help with the 
process. 

UNM'’s skill players are the most athletic since 2007 when the 
Lobos had a 1,000-yard rusher and two 1,000-yard receivers. 
The 2011 unit includes transfer wide receivers Lamaar Thomas 
(Ohio State) and Deon Long (West Virginia), and AllLMWC 
tight end Lucas Reed. Running backs Kasey Carrier and James 
Wright have seven years of playing experience combined. 

The Lobos, however, return just one starter on a line that 
surrendered 27 sacks and played a big role in the team’s inability 
to run the ball. Sophomore center Dillon Farrell anchors the 
unit. Junior college transfer Korian Chambers takes over at left 
tackle. 


E First-year coordinator 
George Barlow, whom Locksley 
also promoted in the offseason, 
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NATIONAL FORECAST 
MWC PREDICTION 


New Mexico ranked 100th or 


worse in 18 different statistical 


categories last season. The 
Lobos ranked last in scoring 
defense and total offense. 


must rebuild a unit that was the 
nation’s worst in scoring defense 
and rushing defense. The Lobos 
have switched from a 4-3 to a 4-2- 
5 to get more speed and attack 


more, 


Senior end and leading pass-rusher Johnathan Rainey may 
not play in 2011 because of a neck injury. Fellow end Jaymar 


OFFENSE (2) 

WR 7 Lamaar Thomas (Jr.) 
WR 20 Deon Long (Fr.) 

WR 84 Ty Kirk (Jr) , 


3 Martize Barr (Fr.) 
85, Quintell Solomon (0) 
9 Michael Scarlett (St). 


UT 68 Korian Chambers (Jr.) 
1G 61 Calvin McDowney (50) 
Cc 63 Dillon Farrell (So,) 


RG 79 Mike Muniz (Sr.) 


78 Earl johnson (Fr) 


a: V. Mason (50) 
66 LaMar Bratton (Fr) 
Austin Weatherford (Fr.) 


Latchison and tackle Ugo Uzodinma anchor a still-solid line. 
Heralded sophomore tackle Calvin Smith should benefit from a 
year in the weight program. 

Linebacker is the defense’s strength. Senior Carmen Messina 
has nearly 300 tackles his last two seasons combined. Junior Joe 
Stoner was a playmaker in 2010, forcing four fumbles, 
recovering three and intercepting a pass. Freshman transfer 
Javarie Johnson should make an immediate impact. 

For UNM to make significant strides on defense, the 
secondary must make major improvement in 2010. Safety 
Bubba Forrest made too many tackles downfield. Injuries 
curtailed fellow starter A.J. Butler’s season. Carmeiris Stewart 
returns from a torn ACL. Junior college transfer Deshon 
Marman could earn a starting job. At cornerback, returning 
starters Anthony Hooks and DeShawn Mills were unspectacular 
in 2010. 


The Lobos have proven commodities in kicker 
James Aho, punter Ben Skaer and deep snapper Evan Jacobsen. 
Aho could be an all-conference candidate. The return game is 
unsettled, but New Mexico has several strong return candidates. 


| After consecutive 1-11 seasons, Locksley 
must win now. He has his most talented team since he arrived 
at UNM and says a bowl berth is a realistic goal. For that to 
happen, UNM must show major improvement at quarterback, 
on the offensive line and in the secondary. Even then, the Lobos’ 
schedule will make winning more than two to three games an 
arduous task. 


RT 71 Dartyl Johnson (50,) 
Te 7 Lucas Reed (So.) 
QB OBB Tatean Austin (S0.) 


RB 21 Kasey Cartier (jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 48 Jaymar Latchison (5t.) 
DT 49 Ugo Uzodinma (Jr.) 


DT 92 Reggie Ellis (Jr) 
DE _ 96 J,J. Hugine (So.) 

1B 58 Carmen Messina (Sr.) 
LB _39 Joe Stoner (Jr.) 

LOBO 33 Carmeiris Stewart (jr.) 
WOLF 34 AJ. Butler (Jr) 
(B 6 Anthony Hooks (St.) 
(B 29 DeShawn Nils (jt) 


FS 32 Deshon Marman (jt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 12 James Aho (Sr.) 
Pp 35 Ben Skaer (So.) _ 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: B.R. Holbrook, 119-63-619-6, 2 TOs 
Rushing: Kasey Cartier, 104 car., 373 yds. 2 TDs _ 
Receiving: Ty Kirk, 38 rec,, 477 yds, 21Ds — 
Tackles: Carmen Messina, 115, 52 solo 

Sacks: Jaymar Latchison, 2 
Interceptions: Bubba Forrest, 2 for 0 yds. 


(#) indicates number of returning starters + BOLD 0 indicates returning starters 


75 Jon Washington (Sr.) 
é 89 Andrew Aho (So.) _ 
: 1 | Stump Godfrey (50) 
_B James Wright (St) 


60 Jake Carr (Jr) 
99 Calvin Smith (So.) 


91 Brett Kennedy (Sr) 


44 Joe Hartis (Jr) 
46 Spencer Merritt Or) 


18 Javarie Johnson ( (Fr) 
25 Chase Clayton (Ft.) 


27 Jamar lyles (Sr) 
24 Destry Berry (Jr) 


2 Emmanuel McPhearson (t) 
~ 28 Bubba Forrest (Sr) 


KR 2 Emmanuel McPhearson (Jc) 
PR 20 Deon Long (Fr.) 
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Long Nuygen/Icon SMI 


HEAD COACH: Rocky Long 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: First Season 


CAREER RECORD: 65-69 (11 years) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Ludwig 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rocky Long. 
LOCATION: San Diego, Calif. 


STADIUM: Qualcomm Stadium (54,000) 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


2010 RESULTS (9-4, 5-3) 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


3 
10 
7 
24 

8 
13 
29 

5 
12 
19 
26 

3 


4 
11 
18 


Cal Poly 

at Army 
Washington State 
at Michigan 

TU 

at Air Force 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 

at Colorado State 
Boise State 

at UNLV 

Fresno State 


Nicholls 


at New Mexico State 


at Missouri 
Utah State 

at BYU 

Air Force 

at New Mexico 
at Wyoming 
Colorado State 
at TCU 

Utah 

UNLV 

#Navy 
#Poinsettia Bowl 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Ronnie Hillman, RB 
STOCK FALLING 

Ryan Lindley, QB 

TOP TARGET 

Dominique Sandifer, WR 
BULK CARRIER 

Ronnie Hillman, RB 
SLEEPER 
Gavin Escobar, TE 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fontasy 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 7-5, 4-3 (MWC) 


oe a ee 


FANTASY FLASH 


TEAM INFORMATION 


47- 0 
41-21 
24-27 
41-7 
21-24 
27-25 
30-20 
48-38 
24-19 
35-40 
34-38 
48-14 
35-14 


== SAN DIEGO STATE 


AZTECS b 


OFFENS® Quarterback Ryan Lindley is on pace to end his 
career as San Diego State's all-time leading passer. Lindley made 
big strides last season, throwing for 3,830 yards and a career- 
high 28 touchdowns. His completion percentage was up to 
57.7, and he was sacked only nine times, down from 15 the 
previous season. Lindley will be working under his third 
different offensive coordinator, with Andy Ludwig now in 
charge of the Aztecs’ attack. Quarterbacks coach Brian Sipe, a 
former SDSU great, was retained by new coach Rocky Long. 

Running back Ronnie Hillman gives the Aztecs their top 
rushing threat since Marshall Faulk in the early 1990s. Hillman 
was named the Mountain West Freshman of the Year after 
rushing for 1,532 yards and 17 touchdowns. His offseason goal 
was to add some muscle so he could continue to carry the ball 
20 times per game without getting worn down. 

Tight end Gavin Escobar also starred as a freshman, catching 
29 passes for 323 yards, but there are issues at wide receiver with 
the loss of two 1,000-yard receivers — Vincent Brown and 
DeMarco Sampson. Dominique Sandifer (23 catches in 2010) 
is the most experienced returner. 

Right guard Nik Embernate heads an offensive line that 
returns four starters, though Alec Johnson will slide over from 
left guard to center. 


DEFENSE The Aztecs were much improved on defense last 
season, allowing only 353.8 yards (down from 382.0 in 09) and 
22.1 points (down from 30.5) per 

1 5 0 game. Expectations are high this 

Ronnie Hillman rushed for 150 


fall, with two of the premier 
defensive players in the league back 
yards or more six times during 
his freshman season. 


for another season — linebacker 
Miles Burris and cornerback Leon 
McFadden. 

Burris, a third-year starter on the 
outside, is a tremendous freelancer who spends a lot of time in 
opposing backfields. He led the Mountain West in both sacks 
(9.5) and tackles for a loss (20). McFadden is a shutdown corner 
who picked off two passes en route to first-team AllLMWC 
honors. He is capable of intercepting five or six passes if teams 
don’t shy away from his side of the field. 

San Diego State is hoping hard-hitting Eric Pinkins will man 
the Aztec safety position in the 3-3-5 alignment. Pinkins missed 
last season due to a suspension for violating team rules. Logan 
Ketchum joins Burris as a returning starter at linebacker. Nose 
tackle Jerome Long, the team’s top defensive lineman, had six 
tackles for a loss last season. 


SPECIALISTS Punter Brian Stahovich led the Mountain West 
and finished eighth nationally with a 45.4-yard average. He has 
a booming leg and placed 18 punts inside the 20-yard line. 
Kicker Abel Perez is a touchback machine (28) and made 17-of- 
22 field goal attempts. 


2010 RANKINGS FINAL ANALYSIS Long seeks to continue the momentum after 
a 9-4 season that concluded with the program's first bowl victory 
Scoring 35.0 ppg 2 19 since 1969. Long, who spent 11 years as the coach at New 
Rushing 161.3 ypg 4 48 Mexico before joining the SDSU staff in 2009, replaces Brady 
Passing © 295.4ypg 1 12 Hoke, who wasted no time cashing in on the surprise success by 
Total 456.7 ypg 2 16 | lobbying for and getting the Michigan job. Top-notch offensive 
coordinator Al Borges departed with Hoke, but the defensive 
Scoring 22.1ppg 5 36 philosophy remains the same with Long still on board. 
Rushing 1488ypg 4 57 The Aztecs have some star power on offense with Lindley and 
Passing —-205.0ypg. = 4 «= 38 | _ Hillman and should be solid on defense once again. Winning 
Total 353.8ypg 95 43 | the MWC title will be tough — Boise State and TCU are the 
TO Wargin PePGame! AWE ational) | teams to beat — but SDSU should be back in a bowl game for 
“6 0.46 7 = 86 the second straight season. 
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MWe PREDICTION 4 


THE QUOTE 
“They've got the double-threat. Their quarterback 
is a four-year starter. Then when you've got the 
leading rusher in the conference coming back, 
it makes it tough to defend.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 18 Dominique Sandifer (jr.) 86 Ezell Ruffin (Fr.) 
WR 84 Dylan Denso (So.) 82 Jay Waddell (a 


tT 60 Tommie Draheim (Sr) 66 | Riley Gauld (jr) 
LG 51 Jimmy Miller (jr) 74 Mike Matamua (Sr.) 
C 71 AlecJohnson (jr) _ 64 Zack Dilley (Fr.) 


RG 68 Nik Embernate (Jr) ee 53 Emilio Rivera (Sr.) 
RT__79 Kurtis Gunther (St.) 66 Riley Gauld (Jr.) - 
TE 88 Gavin Escobar ( (So) ——_—_7_Alston Umuolo (Sr.) 


QB 14 Ryan Lindley (Sr.) 12 Jake Bernards (So.) 


B 43. Brice Heers (S0.) 


RB 13 Ronnie Hillman () 34 Walter Kazee (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 49 J.J. Autele (Sr) 59 Jordan Thomas (So) 


NT 94 Jerome Long (Sr.) 55 Neil Spencer (Sr.) 


DE 93 Larry Gibbs (St) 48 Eron Moses (Sr.) 


OLB 31 Logan Ketchum (St.) 33 Colin Shumate (j.) 


MLB 44 Rob Andrews (Jr.) 36 Nick Tenhaeff (So.) 


OLB 9 Miles Burtis (Sr.) 54 Demetrius Barksdale (Sr.) 


(B 2 Leon McFadden (Jr.) 29 Larry Parker (St.) 


(B 12 Josh Wade (Jr) 4 Romeo Horn (Jr) 
S 20 Nat Berhe (So.) 5 Dey Juan in Hemmings | (St) 


S 11 Brandon Davis (Sr.) 26 Marcus Andrews (So.) 


ATTEC C27 E Eric Pinkins (50) 41 Khalid Stevens (jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 Abel Perez (Sr.) KR 11 Brandon Davis (Sr.) 


P 14 Brian Stahovich (St) _—~PR 29 Larry Parker (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Ryan Lindley, 421-243-3,830-14, 28 TDs 
Rushing: Ronnie Hillman, 262 car., 1,532 yds., 17 TOs 
Receiving: Gavin Escobar, 2 fee, 323 yds, 410s ‘ 
Tackles: Miles Butts, 80, 54 solo 

Sacks: Miles Burtis, 9.5 

Interceptions: Leon McFadden, 2 for 0 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


San Diego State SID 


MD er D 


TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Gary Patterson 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 98-28 (11 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 98-28 (11 years) 


CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jarrett Anderson, 


Justin Fuente 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dick Bumpas 


LOCATION: Fort Worth, Texas 


STADIUM: Amon G. Carter Stadium (40,000) 


2011 SCHEDULE 


PROJECTION: 10-2, 6-1 (MWC) 


Sept. 2 at Baylor 
Sept. 10 at Air Force 
Sept. 17 UL Monroe 
Sept. 24 Portland State 
Sept. 30 SMU 

Oct. 8 at San Diego State 
Oct. 22 New Mexico 
Oct. 28 #BYU 

Nov. 5 at Wyoming 
Nov. 12 at Boise State 
Nov. 19 Colorado State 


Dec. 3 UNLV 
#Atlington, 1X 


2010 RESULTS (13-0, 8-0) 


Sept. 4 %%Oregon State Ww 
Sept. 11 Tennessee Tech W 
Sept. 18 Baylor W 
Sept. 24 at SMU W 
Oct. 2 at Colorado State W 
Oct. 9 Wyoming W 
Oct. 16 BYU W 
Oct. 23 Air Force W 
Oct. 30 at UNLV W 
Nov. 6 at Utah W 
Nov. 13 San Diego State W 
Nov. 27 at New Mexico Ww 

W 


Jan. 1  #Wisconsin 
Arlington #Rose Bowl 


HORNED FROGS 


OFFENSE The face of the Horned Frogs will have a new look. 
Andy Dalton has moved onto the NFL, which leaves the reins 
to Casey Pachall, a sophomore who arrived at TCU as a highly 
touted recruit in January 2009. Pachall has the skills, but it 
remains to be seen whether he can come close to replacing 
Dalton’s leadership. 

Pachall has big-play receivers in Josh Boyce and Antoine 
Hicks, plus the speedy Skye Dawson. Boyce led TCU in 
receiving with 646 yards as a freshman in 2010. The Frogs may 
use their tight ends more to give Pachall time to develop his sea 
legs early in the season with shorter, high-percentage passes to 
big targets Logan Brock and Corey Fuller. 

Ed Wesley leads a stacked group of running backs that 
includes Matthew Tucker and Waymon James, who were the 
Frogs’ second- and third-leading rushers last season, and two 
backs with a ton of hype — redshirt freshman Dwight Smith, 
who shined in the spring, and Aundre Dean, a one-time UCLA 
Bruin and a former 4-star recruit. 

A bigger area of concern than the loss of Dalton is the 
offensive line. Only guard Kyle Dooley returns as a full-time 
starter to a unit that held opponents to just nine sacks in 2010. 
Left tackle James Dunbar and center James Fry are tasked with 
replacing All-Americans Marcus Cannon and Jake Kirkpatrick, 
respectively. 


FANTASY FLASH 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Ed Wesley, RB 
TOP TARGET 
Josh Boyce, WR 
QUARTERBACK BATTLE - QB 
Matt Brown vs. Casey Pachall 
BULK CARRIER 
Ed Wesley, RB 
STOCK RISING 
Antoine Hicks, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame MWC National 


Scoring 41.6 ppg 
Rushing 247.4 ypg 2 
Passing 229.5 ypg 3 
Total 476.9 ypg 1 


Defense PerGame MWC National 


Scoring 12.0 ppg 1 
Rushing 99.7 ypg 1 
Passing 128.8 ypg = 
Total 228.5 ypqg 1 


10 Margin PerGame MWC National 


+9 40.691 


DEFENSE TCU’s defensive line 
should be a strength, led by ends 
Stansly Maponga and Braylon 
Broughton. Maponga showed his 
potential as a redshirt freshman in 
2010, while Broughton, now a 
senior, could finally live up to the 
advance billing that began when he 
was named the Mountain West Conference Preseason Freshman 
of the Year in 2008. Defensive tackle DJ. Yendrey and nose 
tackle Jeremy Coleman had good springs, too. 

The entire linebacker corps returns, including starters Tank 
Carder and Tanner Brock, the soul of the Frogs’ 4-2-5 scheme. 
Carder, a first-team All-American in ’10, did not practice during 
the spring after undergoing shoulder surgery in early January, but 
coaches know what to expect from the experienced senior. 

The one area of concern for the defense is the secondary, if not 
in athletic ability then in sheer experience. Only one full-time 
starter returns, cornerback Greg McCoy, though weak safety 
Tekerrein Cuba logged five starts in 2010. The rest of the spots 
will be first-time starters, although coach Gary Patterson was 
pleased with their progress during spring practice. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Ross Evans and punter Anson Kelton 
return for their fourth seasons as starters and should be a 
strength. Dawson and McCoy will try to fill the void left by 
Jeremy Kerley, who was always a threat for a big return. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If the offensive line jells enough to give 
Pachall time to relax, he could survive the growing pains 
associated with first-year starting quarterbacks and be very 
effective. Wesley and Boyce are legitimate big-play weapons 
who could help take the pressure off the new quarterback. TCU 
should be as dominant as ever on defense with several key 
players returning. 

The question is not whether the talent level is the same as 
2010 (it is), but whether the Frogs can find a similar mix of 
leadership and magic. With a favorable schedule, TCU, 
although likely not a BCS-caliber team in 2011, should lose no 
more than two games and earn its eighth consecutive bowl 
appearance. 


3 


TCU has led the nation in total 
defense in each of the past 

three seasons and five times 
in the last 11 seasons. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 
MWC PREDICTION 


“When you play against their speed on defense, 
you've just got to pound them. For as good 
as they played against Wisconsin, Wisconsin was 
able to pound them some.” 
- An opposing MWC assistant coach 


WR 82 Josh Boyce a 


56 James Dunbar Ge) 69 Tayo. Fabuluje (60) 


71 Spencer Thompson (St.) 


RG _ 66 Blaize Foltz wo B John Wot (50) 


RB 34 Ed Wesley () 2 ate a Qn) 


LE 90 Stansly Maponga (So.) 
93 Jeremy Coleman (jf.) 


t 53 David Johnson ( (Ft). 
99 Braylon Broughton (5c) 91. Matt Anderson ( ) 
SLB 35 Tanner Brock (jr.) 


MIB 43 Tank Carder )_ 


18 ral (60,) 


|S 


mag? Trenton Thomas (50) 
6 Elisha Olabode (So.) 
zi Jonathan Anderson 1 (Fr) 


_ KR 7Greg McCoy (St) 
PR 11 Skye Dawson (Jr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Casey Pachall, 9-6-78-0, 1 1D 

Rushing: Ed Wesley, 166 car., 1,078 yds., 11 TDs 
Receiving: Josh Boyce, 34 rec., 646 yds,, 6 TDs 
Tackles: Tanner Brock, 106, 58 solo 

Sacks: Tank Carder, 3.5 == 
Interceptions: Greg McCoy, 2 for -2 yds. 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


Tim Umphery 
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TEAM INFORMATION 
HEAD COACH: Bobby Hauck 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2-11 (1 year) 
CAREER RECORD: 82-28 (8 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rob Phenicie 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kraig Paulson 
LOCATION: Las Vegas, Nev. 
STADIUM: Sam Boyd Stadium (36,800) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 3-9, 2-5 (MWC) 


Sept. 1 at Wisconsin 


Sept. 10 at Washington State 
Sept. 17 Hawaii 
Sept. 24 Southern Utah 
Oct. 8 at Nevada 
Oct. 15 at Wyoming 
Oct. 29 Colorado State 
Nov. 5 Boise State 
Nov. 12 at New Mexico 
Nov. 19 at Air Force 
Nov. 26 San Diego State 
Dec. 3 att 

2010 RESULTS (2-11, 2-5) 
Sept. 4 Wisconsin lL 21-41 
Sept. 11 at Utah L 10-38 
Sept. 18 at Idaho Lt 7-30 
Sept. 25 New Mexico W 45-10 
Oct. 2 Nevada L 26-44 
Oct. 9 at West Virginia L 10-49 
Oct. 16 at Colorado State L 10-43 
Oct. 30 TCU L 6-48 
Nov. 6 at BYU Ly ay255 
Nov. 13 Wyoming W 42-16 
Nov. 18 Air Force L 20-35 
Nov. 27 atSanDiego State L 14-48 
Dec. 4 at Hawaii t 21-59 

FANTASY FLASH 

TOP TARGET 

Phillip Payne, WR 

BULK CARRIER 


Tim Cornett, RB 

POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Caleb Herring vs. Sean Reilly 
STOCK RISING 

Tim Cornett, RB 

FRESHMAN TO WATCH 
Dionza Bradford, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


REBELS 


OFFENSE Bobby Hauck’s first priority in his second year as 
UNLY football coach will be finding a replacement for record- 
breaking quarterback Omar Clayton — who started most of the 
previous four seasons for the Rebels, set a school-record for most 
games played by a quarterback (40), including 35 as a starter, and 
finished second in school history only to Randall Cunningham 
in passing yards (6,560) and TD passes (48). 

Athletic sophomore Caleb Herring, who saw limited action in 
eight games last season and also received valuable practice time 
as Clayton's backup, is the frontrunner. However, strong-armed 
mid-year junior college transfer Sean Reilly made big strides 
during spring practice, and Hauck will wait until fall camp 
before picking a starter. 

A young and rebuilt offensive line must replace three longtime 
starters. As many as three redshirt freshmen, including left tackle 
Cameron Jefferson and center Robert Waterman, could start. 

The most improved position on the team could be running 
back, where hard-nosed sophomore Tim Cornett returns after 
rushing for a school freshman-record 546 yards and scoring 
eight total ‘touchdowns. Freshman Dionza Bradford raised 
eyebrows with a strong spring practice. 

Wide receiver — led by seniors Phillip Payne and Michael 
Johnson, explosive sophomore Marcus Sullivan and talented 
mid-year junior college transfer Eric Johnson — is the team’s 


biggest strength. 


17 


It’s been 11 years since UNLV 
played in a bowl. The Rebels, 
coached by John Robinson, 
defeated Arkansas, 31-14, in 
the 2000 Las Vegas Bowl. 


DEFENSE The Rebels return only 
three starters from a unit that 
ranked near the bottom nationally 
in nearly every major defensive 
category a year ago while allowing a 
dismal 39.7 points per game. 

Hauck signed two _ highly 
decorated junior college recruits, 
tackle Louvan Green and lanky 6'7" 
end Trent Allmang-Wilder, to bolster a young defensive line that 
took its share of lumps a year ago when it allowed an average of 
222.7 yards per game on the ground and 39 rushing 
touchdowns. 

An even bigger concern is linebacker, where all three starters 
must be replaced. Big things are expected from junior college 
All-American Princeton Jackson. Senior middle backer Nate 
Carter, one of the conference’s premier special teams players, is 
the top returnee. 

The secondary should be much improved with the return of 
senior corner Quinton Pointer from knee surgery. Another 
corner, Will Chandler, tied for the MWC lead with five 
interceptions last year as a junior. 


SPECIALISTS Nolan Kohurst, who converted 8-of-11 field 
goals and 29-of-30 PATS as a freshman, will battle junior college 
transfer Chase Lansford, son of former NFL star Mike Lansford, 
for placekicking and punting duties. Sullivan, who finished 
second in the MWC in kickoff returns (27.9 ypr), heads a 
strong group of return men that also includes Cornett and Eric 
Johnson. , 


FINAL ANALYSIS The rebuilding project continues for UNLV, 
which finished 2-11 in the first year of the Hauck era. The 
Rebels, who played 23 freshmen in 2010, will once again lean 


heavily on another strong recruiting class that includes eight 
junior college transfers. The schedule, which features seven road 
games and four teams (TCU, Boise State, Wisconsin and 
Nevada) ranked in the top 11 a year ago, is once again difficult. 
The Rebels will be improved but are still probably a year away 
from making a legitimate run at a rare bowl game. 


2010 RANKINGS 

Offense PerGame MWC National 
Scoring 184 ppg 7 110 
Rushing 103.3ypg 9 109 
Passing 170.9 ypg 6 98 
Total 2742 ypg 8 ~=—«118 
Defense PerGame MWC National 
Scoring 39.7 ppg 8 116 
Rushing 222.7 ypg 8 116 
Passing 227.8 ypg 9 77 
Total 450.5 ypg 8 109 
TO Margin PerGame MWC National 
a 0.08 4 63 
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MWC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“You could tell from the get-go that (Bobby Hauck) is 
a guy that wants to play hard-nosed football. He wants 
to make that team tough, physical and aggressive.” 


— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 


4 Phillip Payne (Sr.) _ 18 Marcus Su 


WR 


u 


1G 
Cc 


RT 


7 Michael Johnson (a) 


78 Cameron Jefferson (Fr) 


___ Allen Carroll (jt. 


79 79 Robert Waterman (Ft) “50 Andrew M 


RG — 63 Sean Tesoro (So.) 


77 Yusef Rodgers (Jr) 


te 


88 Anthony Vidal (65) 


QB 


HB 
RB 35 Tim Cornett (So) 


8 Caleb Herring (So.) 


44 Kyle Watkins (St) _ 


DEFENSE (3) 


DE 


92 B,J. Bell (Sr.) 


__ 76 Jason Koontz n). 


107 


7 


llivan (So.) 
9 Eric Johnson (Jr). 
71 Shane Watterson (ir) 


64 Doug Tismann (je) 


jack (jr) 


69 Brett ett Boyko Ci 

89 Austin Harrington (St) 
14 Sean Reilly (jr.) 

86 Aaron Reed (Jr.) 


53 Matt Kravetz (jr) 


33 Dionza Bradford (Fr) 


oT 


95 Alex Klorman (So.) 


Louvan Green (Jr) 


oT 


68 Nate Holloway (S0.) 


99 Tyler Gaston (So.) 


DE 


96 James Dunlap (Sr.) 


47 Trent Allmang-Wilder (jt. 


WLB 41 Tani Maka (So.) 


37 William Vea (Fr.) 


MLB 36 Nate Carter (Sr.) 
SLB Princeton Jackson (jr.) 


& 


(B 


SS 


5 


__ 93 Petty Cooper (Fr.) 


1 Will Chandler (Sr.) 


10 Quinton Pointer (St) 


43 Tim Hasson (S0,) 
344 Cedric ( Coleman (50.) 


B Sidney ‘Hodge (So.) 


13 Eric Tuiloma-Vaa (50) | - 


31 Corbin Brown (Jr) 


6 Mike Clausen (St) 


29 Tah Hasson (Ft) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


27 Nolan Kohurst (So.) 
Chase Lansford (Jr) 


KR 18 Marcus Sullivan (So.) 
PR 18 Marcus Sullivan (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Caleb Herring, 56-28-365-3, 4 TDs 


Rushing: Tim Cornett, 144 car., 546 yds., 6 TDs 


Receiving: ! Michael | Johnson, 51 rec., 571 yds., 5 TDs 


Tackles: BJ. Bell, 51, 29 solo 


Sacks: B,. Bell, 1.5; Sidney Hodge, 15 


Interceptions: Will Chandler, 5 for 32 yds. 


(#) indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


UNLY SIO 


HEAD COACH: Dave Christensen 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 10-15 (2 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 10-15 (2 years) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gregg Brandon 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Marty English 


LOCATION: Laramie, Wyo. 
STADIUM: War Memorial (29,086) 


2011 SCHEDULE 


PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-5 (MWC) 


Weber State 
Texas State 

at Bowling Green 
Nebraska 

at Utah State 
UNLV 

at San Diego State 
TCU 

at Air Force 

New Mexico 

at Boise State 

at Colorado State 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 8 


Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


2010 RESULTS (3-3, +7) 


Southern Utah 
at Texas 

Boise State 
Air Force 

at Toledo 


Sept. 4 W 
L 
L 
L 
W 
at TCU L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
Ww 


Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 2 


Utah 

at BYU 

San Diego State 
at New Mexico 
at UNLV 
Colorado State 


FANTASY FLASH 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Alvester Alexander, RB 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Adam Pittser vs. Brett Smith 
TOP TARGET 
Chris McNeill, WR 
FRESHMAN TO WATCH 
Adam Pittser, QB 
BULK CARRIER 
Alvester Alexander, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


28-20 
734 
6-51 

14-20 

20-15 
0-45 
6-30 

20-25 

38-48 

31-34 

16-42 

44- 0 


2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame MWC National 
Scoring 19.2 ppg 6 —Ss«*107 
Rushing 119.5 ypg 6 98 
Passing 166.0 ypg 7 100 
Total 285.5 ypg 7 116 
Defense PerGame MWC National 
Scoring 30.3 ppg 6 86 
Rushing  2058ypg 7 109 
Passing 207.9 ypg 5 42 
Total 413.7 ypg 6 92 
TO Margin PerGame MWC National 
3 0.25 6 71 


WYOMING 


COWBOYS 


OFFENSE When highly touted offensive coordinator Dave 
Christensen was hired following the 2008 season, Wyoming 
fans were excited to see him implement the spread offense. Thus 
far, they haven't had a chance to see it. 

The Cowboys have ranked outside the top 100 in total 
offense in Christensen’s first two seasons, despite the fact that 
they won the New Mexico Bowl in 2009. Following a 3-9 
campaign a year ago, Christensen, with new offensive 
coordinator Gregg Brandon, hopes to move closer to his favorite 
style of play. Just how far the Pokes move in that direction 
hinges squarely on the quarterback position. Two-year starter 
Austyn Carta-Samuels left the program following his 
sophomore season, opening a competition for three freshmen. 

Redshirt freshman Emory Miller Jr. held a slight edge coming 
out of camp, but the race is truly up for grabs. True freshman 
Brett Smith pressed Miller during spring and touted prospect 
Adam Pittser joined the conversation when he arrived in May. 

The offense is chock full of uncertainty, including a line that 
is perennially a concern and a receiving corps that lost its two 
most reliable pass-catchers. Those questions won't likely be 
cleared up until a quarterback is set late in fall camp. 


DEFENSE Where its offense is lacking concrete depth, 
Wyoming's defense holds it in spades. With seven starters 
returning and a bevy of talent itching to fill the gaps, the 
Cowboys will likely keep players fresh up front, rotating the 
front seven of their 4-3 scheme based 
on in-game situations. 

“We'll have probably 20 kids that 
will play in different personnel 
sets,” Christensen says. “We're as 
deep as we've been there.” 

The Cowboys return their entire 
front four, including senior ends 
Josh Biezuns and Gabe Knapton. 
They also have nearly their entire linebacking corps returning, 
led by senior captain Brian Hendricks. 

For the first time in several years, the question marks on 
defense come in the secondary, where the unit lost three starters. 
Three-year starter Tashaun Gipson will anchor the secondary, 
starting opposite sophomore Marqueston Huff at cornerback. 
The safety spots could wind up becoming a three-man platoon 
with returners Luke Ruff and Kenny Browder competing with 
transfer Luke Anderson. 

Watch for German prospects Mark Nzeocha and Alex Borgs 
to turn heads at linebacker, following in the footsteps of Oliver 
Schober, who stepped right in and started last season. 


SPECIALISTS Austin McCoy was one of the top punters in the 
country for most of the year last season, and he was the lone 
special teams piece set in stone coming out of spring camp. 
Christensen recruited a kicker for the first time in three years, 
adding Daniel Sullivan in this year’s class. He'll almost certainly 
handle field goals and extra points and will likely compete with 
Schober, who not only played linebacker but also kicked off last 
season. UW’s returners likely won't be set until a healthy 
competition during fall camp. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A freshman led the Cowboys to a bowl 
victory in 2009 and a freshman will have to do the same if 
Wyoming is to get back to that position in 2011. 

The Pokes’ defense should have the pieces to keep its 
inexperienced offense out of shootouts. 

A much more favorable schedule should help the Cowboys’ 
cause as well, though a trip back to the postseason is a pipe 
dream unless a quarterback emerges from the pack. 


The Wyoming offense had 118 
plays of 10 yards or more last 
season. Only Akron, with 113, 
had fewer. 


ae 
6 


NATIONAL FORECAST 
MWC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“Losing (Austyn) Carta-Samuels is going to hurt, because 
| think they had a chance to be really good with him.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR — 80 Chris McNeill (Jr.) 
WR 


7 Jonathan Aiken (St) 

33 Dominic Ruffan (Fr.) 

1 Defay tester (St) 

25 Spencer Bruce (So.) 
_T2 Glayton Kirven (Sc) 

51 Tyler Strong (So.) 

68 Travis Bogard (Fr.) 

75 Zach Rushing (jt) 

76 Josh Leonard (j.) 


14 Adam. Pittser (Fr.) 
23 Ghaali Muhammad (jr) 


WR 6 Robert Herron (So) 
WR 2 Mazi Ogbonna (St) 
WR 83 TJ. Smith (So.) 
LT 69 John Hutchins (Sr.)_ 
1G 70 Skyler Hinton (Fr. 
C 60 Nick Carlson (jr.) 
RG 77 Brandon Self (Sr.) 
RT 65 Kyle Magnuson (/r.) 
QB 16 Brett Smith (Fr.) 

RB 32 Alvester Alexander (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE _ 44 Josh Biezuns (Sr.) 34 Mat Birkeness (Jr) 
OT 50 Mike Purcell (Jr.)_ 98 Kurt Taufa‘asau (jf.) 

DT 95 Patrick Mertens (S0.) ‘15 Ben Durbin (jr) 
DE _ 52 Gabe Knapton (Sr. 12 Sonny Puletasi (Fr) 
21 Mark Nzeocha (Fr.) 


1B _5 Korey Jones (Jr.) 
18 35 Oliver Schober (Sr) 43 Devyn Harris (So.) 
27 Todd Knight (50.) 


1B 8 Brian Hendricks (5) 
(8 4 Tashaun Gipson | (Sr) 13 Darrenn White (Fe) 
1 James Caraway (J) 
29 Luke Ruff (jr) 


(B 2 Marqueston Huff (So.) 
36 ic Mitchell (6c) 


SS 3 Luke Anderson (Jr) 


FS 24 Kenny Browder ([r.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Daniel Sullivan (Fr.) 


P__28 Austin McCoy (St.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Austin McCoy, 1-1-34-0, 0 1D 

Rushing: Alvester Alexander, 189 car, 792 yds., 14 10s 
Receiving: Chris McNeill, 28 rec., 257 yds., 310s __ 
Tackles: Brian Hendricks, 80, 28 solo 

Sacks: Josh Biezuns, 6.5 
Interceptions: Tashaun Gipson, 3 for 77 yds. 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


KR_ 2 Marqueston Huff (So.) 
PR 2 Marqueston Huff (50.) 


Wyoming SID 
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2011 ATHLON SPORTS 


PRESEASON ALL-WAC TEAM 

WAC PREVIEW LAG FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE QB Bryant Moniz 6'0" 200 Sr. Hawaii 
omething is missing here. What could it be? Oh, it’s Boise State, the team | RB Lennon Creer 61" 215 Sf. Louisiana Tech 
that won (or shared) the league title in eight of its nine seasons in the WAC. RB Robert Turbin 5'10" 216 Jr. Utah State 
The Broncos, looking to improve their lot in life, packed their bags and | WR Rishard Matthews 6'2" 215 Sr. Nevada 
headed to the Mountain West Conference. WR Royce Pollard 6'0" 175 St. Hawaii 
What remains is an eight-team WAC (for now) that has some decent programs but } TE Ryan Otten 6'5" 235 Jr San Jose State 
lacks star power at the top. C_ Jeff Meads 6'3" 290 Sr. Nevada 
Nevada and Hawaii appear to be the best two teams in the first year A.B. (After OL Chris Barker 6'4" 305 fr. Nevada 
Boise), though both Fresno State and Louisiana Tech could make things interesting. } OL Matt Cleveland  6'4" 306 Sr. Idaho 
The Wolf Pack will be without record-setting quarterback Colin Kaepernick, but OL Bryce Harris 6'6" 295 Sr. Fresno State 
Chris Ault’s Pistol offense should still churn out plenty of yards. Tyler Lantrip, a true OL Austin Hansen 6'4" 305 Sr. Hawaii 


drop-back passer, is the favorite to replace Kaepernick, though redshirt freshman Cody FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 


Fajardo could get a look if Nevada needs a running threat. The defense, which made 


strides under coordinator Andy Buh last season, loses some key playmakers but still} Ol Matt Broha 6'4" 255 St. Louisiana Tech 
should be strong enough to | DL Logan Harrell 6'2" 275 Sr. Fresno State 
keep Nevada in the title race. | DL Brett Roy 6'4" 280 Sr. Nevada 


PREDICTED ORDER Hawaii has proved there is} OL Kaniela Tuipulotu 6'2" 300 Sr Hawai 
OF FINISH » life after June Jones. The LB Corey Paredes 5'11" 235 Sr. Hawaii 


Warriors went 10-4 overall | LB Keith Smith 6'2" 225 So. San Jose State 
WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE ),;. year and 7-1 in the | 18 Bobby Wagner 6'1" 232 Sr. Utah State 
WAC Overall WAC with an offense that } CB Isaiah Frey 6'0" 190 Sr. Nevada 
NEVADA 6-1 84 would have made Jones, now | CB Jonte Green 6'0" 184 Sr. New Mexico State 
oer the boss at SMU, proud. Led | $ Duke lhenacho  6'1" 210 Sr. San Jose State 
HAWAII 6-1 10-3 by Bryant Moniz, the na- | S Phillip Thomas 61" 205 Jr. _Fresno State 

FRESNO STATE 52 7-6 tional leader in total offense FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
4 (367.3 ypg), Hawaii led the 3 i te : 
LOUISIANA TECH 5-2 6-6 nation in passing offense K Kevin Goessling 6'0" 190 Sr. Fresno State 
3 : P Bobby Cowan 6'5" 229 Jr. Idaho 

' (394.3 ypg) and ranked sixth ll on 
IDAHO 25 48 in total offense (500.6 ype). | KR Kerwynn Williams 5'9" 184 Jr Utah State 
— Greg McMackin, Jones’ for- | PR Rishard Matthews 6'2" 215 Sr. Nevada 
UTAH STATE 25 4-8 mer defensive coordinator, SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

SAN JOSE STATE 1 has a 23-18 record in three} QB perek Cart 6'3" 190 So. Fresno State 
che RB Mike Ball 5110" 215 Jr. Nevada 


NEW MEXICO STATE 0-7 1-11 | Fresno State returns | pg Robbie Rouse —5'7".—-185._— J Fresno State 


1,100-yard rusher Robbie . an 
Rouse, but the big story for the Bulldogs is new quarterback Derek Carr, the younger =F bos ee 3 ce >: es a 


brother of former No. 1 overall NFL Draft pick David Carr. Carr has flashed a big 


arm during his time as Ryan Colburn’s backup; now it’s his time to prove he can get TE Nelefe Bator) W'S 2 ea ee Ue 
; : . C Tyler Larsen 6'4" 297 So. Utah State 
the job done on the big stage. OL Funaki Asisi 6°" 295 5 Utah Stat 
Louisiana Tech had little trouble moving the ball in the first year under Sonny OL aa: tice k 6" 290 e New M 4 rhe 
Dykes, but the Bulldogs must improve on the defensive end if they hope to muscle OL iff 7 ie sed is 290 eM res 


their way into the WAC title chase. Tech ranked 116th in the nation in total defense, Res 
giving up an alarmingly bad 462.1 yards per game. Dykes’ offenses are usually head- OL Andres Vargas 64" 305 St. San Jose State 
lined by a quarterback who slings the ball all over the field, but the main attraction | SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 


for the Bulldogs in 2011 will be tailback Lennon Creer. DL Michael Cosgrove 6'4" 294 Sr. Idaho 
Idaho took a small step back in 2010, winning only six games after a breakthrough ] pj jx Enemkpali 61" 225 So. Louisiana Tech 
*09 campaign that ended with an 8—5 record and a win over Bowling Green in the Hu- DL Pierre Fils 6'3" 240 Sr. New Mexico State 
manitarian Bowl. The Vandals must move forward without NFL Draft pick Nathan | py Vaughn Meatoga 6'2". 285. Sr Hawaii 
Enderle at quarterback. Senior Brain Reader is the next man up in Moscow. LB Travis Brown 6'2" 235 It Fresno State 
Utah State also has a big hole to fill at quarterback, as Diondre Borel has moved on i 144" ici 
ay ; LB Adrien Cole 5'11" 250 St. Louisiana Tech 
after throwing for 2,108 yards last season. The Aggies’ offense, however, will get a an aK 
batied Webs is £ Robert Turbin, who rushed for 1,296 yards in 2009 b LB James-Michael Johnson 6'2". 240 Sr. Nevada 
oost from the return of Robert Turbin, who rushed for 1,296 yards in ut TB Aaron Grymes S11" 186 Jr Idaho 


missed last season with a torn ACL. 
Mike MacIntyre had a rough first season as the head coach at San Jose State. The 
Spartans went 1-12, with the only win coming by five points over FCS foe Southern 


(B Peyton Thompson 5'11" 180 Sr. San Jose State 
S Donyae Coleman 5'10" 187 Sr. New Mexico State 


Utah. Among the 12 defeats was a 14—13 setback vs. UC Davis. There is hope for im- S_ Duke Williams pet tS Nevada 
provement this fall, however. SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
New Mexico State has made little progress in the two-year DeWayne Walker era, | K Trey Farquhar 61" 182 Jr. Idaho 


though the Aggies have won two straight against in-state rival New Mexico. Last sea~ | p Harrison Waid 6'1" 185 So. San Jose State 
son, NMSU ranked 117th in the nation in scoring offense and 115th in scoring de- } KR Tayeon Rogers  6'0" 188 St. New Mexico State 
fense. Significant improvement is needed on both sides of the ball. PR Jalen Saunders 5'9" 170 So. Fresno State 
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WAC OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL OL JB OB 
NEVADA 7 13-1 FRESNO STATE 2 3 2 2 3 3 2 
BOISE STATE ria 1241 HAWAII 1 8 4 6 1 1 3 
HAWAII Lal 10-4 IDAHO 4 5 6 7 7 6 6 
FRESNO STATE 5-3 8-5 LOUISIANA TECH 5 1 5 5 4 5 8 
LOUISIANA TECH 4-4 5-7 NEVADA 3 4 1 1 2 4 1 
IDAHO 3-5 6-7 NEW MEXICO STATE 7 6 8 4 8 8 4 
UTAH STATE 2-6 4-8 SAN JOSE STATE ay a a a pa ee: 
NEW MEXICO STATE 1-7 2-10 UTAH STATE 6 ? : 3 6 ? . 
SAN JOSE STATE 0-8 1-12 

SSCA RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING AT «COMP =sINT. «ss PCT—~Ssé«XYOS':—<Cé«édT*:SCAG /G 
Bryant Moniz, Hawaii 555 361 15 65.0 5,040 39 360.0 
Brian Reader, Idaho 71 42 1. 59:2 © 568 = 5: A568 
Colby Cameron, Louisiana Tech 91 54 5 593 461 1 46.1 
Matt Faulkner, San Jose State 39 21 1 53.8 206 1 20.6 
RUSHING AIT YOS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 
Robbie Rouse, Fresno State 205.» 1,129). 5.5 8 102.6 60 
Lennon Creer, Louisiana Tech 212 «1,181 #56 10 984 66 
Kenny Turner, New Mexico State 115 461 = 4.0 2 BAGie 29 
Brandon Rutley, San Jose State 129 461 36 4 384 32 
Princeton McCarty, Idaho 89) 5380. 43° 93: BSsioy 27 
Kerwynn Williams, Utah State Si) 451) 5.604 30H. AD 
RECEIVING REC YOS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG 
Royce Pollard, Hawaii 64 901 14.1 7 644 41 
Noel Grigsby, San Jose State 56. /822) 14:7 4. 6328 63 

| Rishard Matthews, Nevada 56 = 879s 15.7 5) Mozee 55 

| Taulib Ikharo, Louisiana Tech 50 530 10.6 4 442 36 
Dontel Watkins, Utah State 42 AD2Y MALT 4 40 4 
Rashad Evans, Fresno State 39 424 109 4 385 59 


TACKLES: Corey Paredes, Hawaii (151); Bobby Wagner, Utah State (133) 
sacks: Logan Harrell, Fresno State (10.5); Matt Broha, Louisiana Tech (9.0) 
INTERCEPTIONS: Chad Boyd, Louisiana Tech (4); Corey Paredes, Hawaii (4) 


ROBBIE ROUSE, FRESNO STATE 


_______ 2010 WAC TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 

SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
BOISE STATE 45.1 (1) 2003 (2) 321.1 (2) = 521.4 (1) 128 (1) 1038 (1) 1509 (1) 2547 (1) 
FRESNO STATE 29.0 (4) 150.6 (5) 220.0 (6) 370.6 (6) 30.0 (5) 158.5 (4) 2088 (2) 367.2 (4) 
HAWAII 39.6 (3) 1064 (7) 3943 (1) 500.6 (3) 255 (3) 135.9 (3) 2217 (3) 357.6 (2) 
IDAHO 26.6 (6) 882 (8) 2986 (3) 386.8 (5) 28.3 (4) 188.9 (7) 231.4 (4) 4203 (5) 
LOUISIANA TECH 268 (5) 170.9 (3) 2189 (7) 389.8 (4) 30.7 (6) 171.9 (5) 290.2 (9) 4621 (8) 
NEVADA 41.0 (2) 2922 (1) 2269 (5) 519.4 (2) 21.4 (2) 120.3 (2) 2433 (5) 363.6 (3) 
NEW MEXICO STATE 15.7. (9) 129.1. (6) ~=—s:167.4«(9)-~=—(296.5 (9) 39.5 (9) 207.1 (9) 246.2 (6) 4533 (7) 
SAN JOSE STATE 16.1 (8) 785 (9) 2365 (4) 315.1 (8) 34.7 (8) 203.2 (8) 260.5 (8) 463.7 (9) 
UTAH STATE 22.0 (7) 1687 (4) 1787 (8) 347.3. (7) 33.8 (7) 179.2 (6) 249.6 (7) 4288 (6) 

2010 WAC BOWL RESULTS 


HUMANITARIAN BOWL « DEC. 18 + BOISE, IDAHO + NORTHERN ILLINOIS 40, FRESNO STATE 17 
LAS VEGAS BOWL + DEC. 22 + LAS VEGAS, NEV. + BOISE STATE 26, UTAH 3 
SHERATON HAWAII BOWL + DEC. 24 * HONOLULU, HAWAII + TULSA 62, HAWAII 35 
KRAFT FIGHT HUNGER BOWL « JAN. 9 * SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. + NEVADA 20, BOSTON COLLEGE 13 


Cary Edmondson/US Presswire 
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oN ‘FRESNO STATE or ee 
: BULLDOGS — - 


OFFENSE Coach Pat Hill is finally taking his new Carr out of 
the showroom — sophomore quarterback Derek Carr. After a 
two-year apprenticeship, it’s finally time to take the wraps off 
David Carr's younger brother. 

Carr displayed a strong, accurate arm during spring practice 
and should spark an offense that languished last season. Besides 
the physical skills, Carr is miles ahead in the film room — a 
benefit to having an NFL quarterback for an older brother. 
Fifteen years into his tenure, Hill is rooted to the ground game 
but insists he'll throw open the playbook for his prodigy, 
including a healthy helping of no-huddle. 

Youth will be the potential stumbling block as the Bulldogs 
revamp their offensive line and rely on a deep but relatively 
untested group of receivers. Jamel Hamler’s unexpected 
departure left Rashad Evans and Jalen Saunders as the starters- 
in-waiting. But 6'5" freshman Victor Dean might be better than 
both of them, as attested by his two spectacular TD catches in 
the spring scrimmage. Same goes for Devon Wylie, provided he 
can stay healthy, or Isaiah Burse, who also sees action as a 
Wildcat quarterback. 

Robbie Rouse rushed for 1,129 yards and eight TDs last 
season despite missing two games to injury and playing nicked 
up in others. At 5'7" and 185 pounds, Rouse isn’t exactly built 
for every-down duty. A.J. Ellis showed flashes last season but [jy is QUOTE 
was injured in the spring, possibly opening the door for UCLA ia running back (Robbie Rouse) is probably the best 


TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Pat Hill 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 108-71 (14 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 108-71 (14 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jeff Grady, 
Derek Frazier 

CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Randy Stewart 
LOCATION: Fresno, Calif. 

STADIUM: Bulldog Stadium (41,031) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 7-6, 5-2 (WAC) 

Sept. 3 at California 

Sept. 10 at Nebraska 

Sept. 17 North Dakota 

Sept. 24 at Idaho 

Oct. 1 Ole Miss 

Oct. 7 Boise State 

Oct. 15 Utah State 

Oct. 22 at Nevada 

Nov. 5 Louisiana Tech 

Nov. 12 at New Mexico State 

Nov. 19 at Hawaii 

Nov. 26 San Jose State 

Dec. 3 at San Diego State 


2010 RESULTS (8-5, 5-3) 
Sept. 4 Cincinnati 28-14 


W . . 2 
Sept. 18 at Utah State wats transfer Milton Knox to aes roles a . back in the league, and they have some 
Sept. 25 at Ole Miss L 38-55 All-conference tackle Bryce Harris other decent skill guys on offense. 
Oct. 2 Cal Poly W 38-17 . the standout on the offensive - An opposing WAC assistant coach 
Oct. 9 Hawai L 27-89 line, which replaces four starters. 
Oct. 16 New Mexico State W 33-10 It's not as dire as it sounds, because | OFFENSE (2) 
Oct. 23 atSanjose State W 3348 Fresno ey gave up an ‘ several of last season's backups, | wr 11 Rashad Evans (Jc) 5 Victor Dean (Fc) 
Nov. 6 atlouisiana Tech W 40-34 ¥FAge OF 46 points in Its Tive | including Leslie Cooper and | wr — 7 Devon Wylie (Sc) 1 Isaiah Burse (50.) 
losses last year, compared to Richard Helepik filled’ «3 — ———— - 
Nov. 13 Nevada L 3435 59 points in its eight wins ichar elepiko, filled in | wr _ 6 Jalen Saunders (S0,) 81 J,J. Stallworth (St) 
Nov. 19 at Boise State L 0-51 : admirably for injured starters. UT 70 Bryce Harris (Sr.) 71 Andrew Gustafson (Fr.) 
Nov. 27 Idaho W 23-20 “We have a lot of work left and | 1G 55 -MattHunt (jc) ——_75 Trevor Richter (So.) 
Dec. 3 Illinois W 25-23 | need to solidify the offensive line,” Hill says. “But what we have | € 78 Richard Helepiko (Jc) 56 Lars Bramer (S0.) 
Dec. 18 #Northern Illinois = L 17-40 | in the skill positions are as good as we've had here.” RG 62 Leslie Cooper (Sr.) 52 Quinton Toailoa (Jc) 
#Humanitarian Bowl RT 72 Austin Wentworth (So. 73 Cody Wichmann (Fr. 
DEFENSE Its tough to replace the best defensive player in the TE _ 84 Ryan Skidmore a z 85 ne Boschma ee = 
FANTASY FLASH conference and a four-year starter at middle linebacker. But QB 4 Derek Cart (So) 10. Greg Watson (Ft) _ 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS that’s the task facing the Bulldogs after the graduations of Chris | gg g robbie Rouse (jr) 2 Milton Knox (S0.) 
Robbie Rouse, RB Carter and Ben Jacobs. ; DEFENSE (4) 
STOCK RISING All-conference defensive tackle Logan Harrell benefited from 
Derek B opposing coaches keying on Carter. How much havoc Harrell | SS SES) =e: sarah itch Ge) 
erek Cart, Q ; 5 NT 65 Chase McEntee (Sr.) 92 Tyeler Davison (Fr.) 
TRANSFER TO WATCH can wreck on his own remains to be seen, but fellow senior 
5 ; arab DI 77 Logan Harrell (Sr.) 66 Nikko Motta (So.) 
Milton Knox, RB Chase McEntee is a pretty good partner inside. Where the | 5¢ 90 Nat Harison (50) 88 Tristan Okpalaugo (j) _ 
TOP TARGET outside pass rush will come from remains to be seen. 18 53 Kyle Knox (St) 3 Edward Dilinunt (Ft) 
Jalen Saunders, WR Junior Travis Brown, a second-team All-WAC pick, anchors 1B 32 Jeremiah Toma (50) 51 OfaFifta (fc) 
HEALTHY AGAIN the back seven along with senior linebacker Kyle Knox. Junior 18 9 Travis Brown (jt) 30 Patiick Su’a (So) 
Devon Wylie, WR safety Phillip Thomas is the only full-time starter returning in | ¢g 471 J. Jones (50.) 2 Davon Dunn (Fr) 
For mare fontasy visit Athlonsports com/Fantasy | the secondary, though corner Isaiah Green started the final four | (10 Isaiah Green (St) _ 25 Etik Brown (So) 
ae eee regular-season games and the bowl game. $5 13 Derron Smith (So.) 33 Tak Hill (51) 
RANK yy 
: SPECIALISTS Senior Kevin Goessling converted 21-of-26 field | ' —1 Philip thomas 0) 25 Gistin Wison (50) 
ale ee - a goals last season, including 2-of-3 from 50 yards and beyond. | SPECIAL TEAMS 
Conny - ppg He's on track to break Fresno State's career scoring record. | K 35 Kevin Goessling (Sr.) KR_1 Isaiah Burse (So.) 


Rushing  150.6ypg 5 65 
Passing 220.0 ypg 6 61 
Total 370.6 ypg 6 70 


Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 30.0ppg 5 83 
Rushing 1585 ypg 4 66 
Passing 208.8 ypg = 2 45 
Total 367.2 ypg 4 59 


TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
ai -0.85 0 


P34 Andrew Shapiro (So.) PR. 6 Jalen Saunders (50.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Isaiah Burse, 2--43-0,110 
Rushing: Robbie Rouse, 205 car., 1,129 yds., 8 Ts 

Receiving: Rashad Evans, 39 rec., 424 yds., 4 TDs 

Tackles: Travis Brown, 79, 34 solo 

Sacks: Logan Harrell, 105 nae 
Interceptions: Phillip Thomas, 3 for 90 yds. 

(8) Indicates number of retuming starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


Punter Andrew Shapiro is solid, and there are a host of 
explosive return candidates headed by Wylie, Burse and 
Saunders. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Mindful of his recent run of eight-win 
seasons, Hill unveiled a new mantra during the offseason: 
Taking the program from good to great. But it’s hard to 
overlook this team’s youth and the rugged non-conference slate 
that includes Cal, Nebraska, Ole Miss and Boise State. Great 
might be a year away. 
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Cary Edmondson/US Presswire 


HAWAII 
WARRIORS 


TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Greg McMackin 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 23-18 (3 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 23-18 (3 years) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Nick Rolovich 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Aranda 
LOCATION: Honolulu, Hawaii 
STADIUM: Aloha Stadium (50,000) 


2011 SCHEDULE 


PROJECTION: 10-3, 6-1 (WAC) 


OFFENSE Hawaii became the second school in FBS history to 
feature a 5,000-yard passer (Bryant Moniz), a 1,000-yard rusher 
(Alex Green) and two 1,000-yard receivers (Greg Salas and 
Kealoha Pilares). Of the four, only Moniz returns. The native of 
Hawaii threw for 5,040 yards and 39 touchdowns as a junior, 
leading the Warriors to a share of the WAC title with a 7-1 
record in Greg McMackin’s third year on the job. 

Keeping Moniz upright will be the biggest challenge in 2011. 
Hawaii’s offensive line is in a state of flux. The only starter 
returning, left tackle Austin Hansen, might not be with the 


Sept. 3 Colorado ; ‘ 
Sept. 10 at Washington team in the fall. Hansen, an All-WAC honoree, started 12 
Sept. 17 at UNLV regular-season games but was benched for the Hawaii Bowl due 
Sept. 24 UC Davis to an undisclosed NCAA infraction that has put his ’11 season 
Oct. 1 at Louisiana Tech in jeopardy. He was allowed to practice in the spring while 
Oct. 14 at San Jose State appealing the suspension. Clayton Laurel is the likely 
Oct. 22 New Mexico State replacement if Hansen isnt cleared. Laurel, like many of his 
Oct. 29 at Idaho colleagues on the offensive line, has seen extensive playing time 
Nov. 5 Utah State but lacks starting experience. 
Nov. 12 at Nevada The Warriors return two receivers who have started, Royce 
Nov. 19 Fresno State Pollard and Billy Ray Stutzmann, and are looking for big things 
Nov. 26 Tulane from Darius Bright, a former junior college transfer who sat out 
Dec. 3 BYU last season as a redshirt. Miah Ostrowski — who became the 
2010 RESULTS (10-4, 7-1) starting point guard for the Hawaii 
Sept. 2 USC L 36-49 Serie team — will line up in 
the slot. 
a + ate do : ata 2 9 3 Sterling Jackson and Joey losefa, 
Sept. 25 Charleston Southem W 66-7 — The Hawaii defense held who is 60" and 245 pounds, will 
Oct. 2 Louisiana Tech We 41-21 powerful Nevada to a season- | get first crack at running back. 
Sei a a Bi ean Stale W 49-27 low 293 yards of offense in its | Green, who rushed for 1,199 yards 
5 27-21 win over the Wolf Pack and 18 TDs, might be the most 
Oct. 16 Nevada W 27-21 in Honolulu. it was Nevada's} gig cute offensive play | 
Oct. 23 at Utah State W 45-7 — only loss in 2010. pUORCDSIVS Play EOS piles 
Oct. 30 Idaho W 45-10 DEFENSE For all the Warriors’ 
Nov. 6 at Boise State Lt TA2_ | gaudy offensive statistics — they were in the top 10 in the 
Nov. 20 San Jose State W 41-7 | nation in passing, scoring and total offense — the team’s 
Nov. 27 at New Mexico State W 5924 | heartbeat was a big-play defense that put up some impressive 
Dec. 4 UNLV W 5921 | numbers of its own. Hawaii led the WAC in turnover margin 
Dec. 24 #ulsa L 35-62 | (plus-.86 per game) and led the nation in turnovers forced (38). 
re The Warriors welcome back six starters on defense, most 
FANTASY FLASH notably playmaking linebacker Corey Paredes, who ranked 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS second in the WAC in tackles (151) and tied for third in 
Bryant Moniz, QB interceptions (four). The strength will be up front, where 
TOP TARGET Vaughn Meatoga, Paipai Falemalu, Liko Satele and Kaniela 
Royce Pollard, WR Tuipulotu form an imposing defensive line. 
STOCK RISING The big question on defense is who will replace safety Mana 
Darius Bright, WR Silva — third in the nation with eight interceptions — as a force 


POSITION BATTLE ~ RB 

Joey losefa vs. Sterling Jackson 
KEEP AN EYE ON 

Billy Ray Stutzmann, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


in the secondary. Kenny Estes and Richard Torres are the likely 
candidates. 


SPECIALISTS The big news here is the return of Dick Tomey 
to the Hawaii sidelines. Tomey, who served as the head coach at 
UH from 1977-86, will coach the Warriors’ special teams. His 
first task will be improving the return game; the Warriors 


ele Pp aacsel : ranked 95th in the nation in kickoff returns and 111th in punt 
Difense ES SE | returns, Tomey must also pick a new placekicker to replace Scott 
nae Ti ppg : he Enos, who set the school mark for consecutive PATs made 
Passi * 39 43 i 1 1 (105). Punter Alex Dunnachie is a candidate to handle kickoffs 
Total «500.6 ypg «So 3——SsiG~S* tS eel 
Defense TCM GET! | FINAL ANALYSIS With Boise State off to the Mountain West 
Scoring 25.5 ppg 3 58 — one year ahead of Hawaii — the path to the WAC title is 
Rushing 135.9 ypg 3 40 more manageable than ever. The Warriors return several key 
Passing «21.7 ypg 3 83 pieces from last year’s 10-win team, but the offensive line is a 
Total 357.6ypg 2 51 major question mark. If that unit delivers, Hawaii should be in 
TLL Ge | the hunt — along with Nevada and Fresno State — for another 
#12 40.86 1 14 conference championship. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 


WAC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 


2 


BRYANT HONE 


"| don’t think their defense gets enough respect. 


They are stout on that sid 


e of the ball. they have 


a good scheme, and they play hard and fast.” 
An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (3) 

WR 18 Darius Bright (jr. 

WR 81 Royce Pollard (St. 

SB _5 Billy Ray Stutzmann (So.) 
SB 80 Miah Ostrowski (Jr) 
LT__51 Austin Hansen (Sr.) 

1G 54 Brett Leonard (Sr.) 
C56 Matai Left (1) 
RG 62 C. Wi 

RES Se devi Legay Oe) 

QB 17 Bryant Moniz (Sr.) 


RB 27 Sterling Jackson (j.) 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE _ 98 Liko Satele (Sr.) 

DT 95 Vaughn Meatoga (Sr.) 
DT 49 Kaniela Tuipulotu (Sr.) 
DE 42 Paipai Falemalu (Jr.) 


24 Aaron Brown (Sr.) 
41 Corey Paredes (Sr,) 
55 George Daily-lyles (So.) 


4 Tank Hopkins (Sr.) 


(B 33 John Hardy-Tuliau (S0.) | 


SS 19 Richard Torres (Sr) _ 
FS 37 Kenny Estes (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 27 Tyler Hadden (Fr.) 


P31 Alex Dunnachie (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Interceptions: Corey Paredes, 4 for 


Passing: Bryant Moniz, 555-361-5,040-15, 39 TDs 
Rushing: Bryant Moniz, 81 car, 102 yds., 4 TDs 


Sacks: Aaron Brown, 5; Paipai Falemalu, 5 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


84 Joe Avery (St.) 
83 Cecil Doe (ir) 
2 Allen Sampson (So.) 


7 Terence Bell (St.) 
72 Clayton Laurel (Sr.) 
74 Frank Lloyd (Fr.) 


55 Kody Afusia (Fr.) 


62 C. Winchester-Makainai (So.) 77 David Lefotu (Fr) 


68 Sean Shigematsu (Fr.) 
10 Shane Austin (St.) 


30 Joey losefa (Fr.) 


92 Beau Yap (Ft) 


99 Haku Correa (Jr.) 
__94 Joshua Manupuna (Jr.) 
53 Marcus Malepeai (Fr.) 


6 Darryl McBride (Jr.) 


47 Jordan Monico (Jr) 
57 Art Laurel (So.) 
10 Kawika Ornellas (Jr.) 


Mike Edwards (Jr.) 
31 Kamalani Alo (So.) 


12 Marcus Umu (Fr) 


KR 2Allen Sampson (So.) 


“PR 81 Royce Pollard (Sr) 


Receiving: Royce Pollard, 64 rec., 901 yds. 7 TDs 


17 yds. 
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ALA IDAHO 


HEAD COACH: Robb Akey 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 17-33 (4 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 17-33 (4 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Axman 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Criner 
LOCATION: Moscow, Idaho 

STADIUM: Kibbie Dome (16,000) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-5 (WAC) 
1 Bowling Green 
10 North Dakota 
Sept. 17 at Texas ASM 
Sept. 24 Fresno State 
Oct. 1° at Virginia 
Oct. 8 Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 15 at New Mexico State 
Oct. 29 Hawaii 
Nov. 5 at San Jose State 
Nov. 12 at BYU 
Nov. 19 Utah State 
Dec. 3 at Nevada 


Sept. 
Sept. 


2010 RESULTS (6-7, 3-5) 
Sept. 2 North Dakota 45- 0 
Sept. at Nebraska 17-38 
Sept. 18 UNLV 30-7 
Sept. 25 at Colorado State 
Oct. 2 at Western Michigan 
Oct. at Louisiana Tech 
New Mexico State 
at Hawaii 
Nevada 
Boise State 
at Utah State 
at Fresno State 
San Jose State 


33-13 
35-48 
37-14 
10-45 
17-63 
14-52 
28- 6 
20-23 
Wot) 26-23 


-r-serereesetreetreez-re 


FANTASY FLASH 


TOP TARGET 

Preston Davis, WR 
SLEEPER 

Taylor Elmo, TE 
STOCK FALLING 
Kama Bailey, RB 
STOCK RISING 

None 

TRANSFER TO WATCH 
Ryan Bass, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


34-36 | 


VANDALS 


OFFENSE For the first time since 2006, Nathan Enderle won't 
be under center. The good news for Idaho is that his 


| . . . 
replacement — senior Brian Reader — has plenty of experience 


and a grasp on coordinator Steve Axman’s offense. He 


| completed 59 percent of his throws with five touchdowns and 


one interception a year ago and started two games as a 
sophomore when Enderle was injured. 
Reader will be throwing to a receiving corps that lost three of 


| its top four producers, but there are enough playmakers 


returning to make Idaho’ passing game the strength of the 
offense once again. Preston Davis led the wideouts with 31 
receptions last year, and deep threats Justin Veltung and 
Armauni Johnson will stretch the field. A corps of young, 
experienced tight ends also return. Running back Kama Bailey 
is also a weapon in the passing game. 

Idaho needs to improve its rushing offense. After generating a 
paltry 88 yards per game last season, expect that to be a focal 
point this fall. Three of the top four ground gainers are back, 
and Arizona State transfer Ryan Bass should make an immediate 
impact. He averaged 6.0 yards per carry in limited duty at ASU 
in 2009. 

The question, for the second year in a row, is the offensive 
line. Three starters are back, led by senior tackles Matt 
Cleveland and Tyrone Novikoff. In addition to struggling in run 
blocking a year ago, the Vandals yielded 45 sacks. 


DEFENSE The biggest playmakers — 

end Aaron Lavarias (9.5 sacks) and 
\ safety Shiloh Keo (three 
interceptions) — are gone. But 
Idaho did play a lot of people last 
season and the overall depth, size 
and speed on the unit should be 
improved. 

The linebacking corps will be the 


45 


Idaho allowed its quarterback 
to be sacked 45 times last 
season — only Washington 
State and Rutgers yielded 


more. Ps 


strength of coordinator Mark 
Criner’s defense as three players with starting experience return, 
though the status of senior Robert Siavii is unknown after he 
suffered a knee injury in the spring. He led the Vandals with 91 
tackles and four forced fumbles. 

Cornerback should be another area where Idaho should be 
capable. Three corners who started at some point last season — 
Aaron Grymes, Kenneth Patten and Matthew Harvey — are 
back and all have shown the ability to cover and tackle. Free 
safety Gary Walker is a returning starter, and the Vandals could 
play four safeties in the rotation and in a variety of packages. 

Depth on the defensive line is a plus, but the Vandals will 
need big years out of tackle Michael Cosgrove and end Benson 
Mayowa if the front is going to do more than hold its own. 


SPECIALISTS Junior Trey Farquhar returns for his third season 
as placekicker. He made 18-of-25 field goals a year ago. He has 
a strong leg, and coach Robb Akey won't hesitate to let him try 
field goals longer than 55 yards. Punter Bobby Cowan is a 
talent. The junior led the WAC last season with an average of 
45.1 yards and had 24 punts of more than 50 yards. He also is 
a candidate to hold extra points and field goals. 


| FINAL ANALYSIS The Vandals hope to get back on the 


winning track after falling a game short of a bowl last season. 
The key could be the development of the offensive line. Idaho's 
defense has improved each year in the Akey era, and if that trend 
continues, the Vandals are capable of being successful on that 
side of the ball. 

The schedule is challenging with two games against BCS foes, 
but two open weeks should help the team stay healthy. 


Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 26.6 ppg 6 60 | 
Rushing 88.2ypg 8 118 
Passing 298.6 ypg = 3 10 | 
Total 386.8 ypg 5 55 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 28.3 ppg 4 71 
Rushing 1889 ypg 7 95 
Passing 231.4 ypg 4 87 
Total 420.3 ypg 5 95 

TO Margin  PerGame WAC National 
+2 +0.15 4 47 
170 ATHLON SPORTS 


NATIONAL FORECAST 
WAC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“Anytime you are breaking in a new quarterback, 


you'fe going to have some growing pains, but | think 


the senior they have (Brian Reader) is 
going to surprise some people.” 


— An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 


WR 1 Justin Veltung (Jr.) 19 Justin Hernandez (jr.) 
WR 18 Armauni Johnson (St.) _6 Robert Hatchett (Jr.) 
WR 7 Preston Davis (Sr.) 25 Jayson Washington (Fr.) 
LT 67 Tyrone Novikoff (Sr.) 73 Ben Westrum (Fr.) 

LG 77 Jordan Johnson (So.) 75 Kyle Salm (Fr) _ 
C__74 Mike Marboe (Fr.) 50 Sam Tupua (Sr.) 

RG 50 Sam Tupua (Sr.) 72 Bilal Liggins (jr.) 

RT 70 Matt Cleveland (Sr) 79 Spencer Beale (S0.) 

TE _ 81 Taylor Elmo (So.) 80 Mike LaGrone (So.) 


QB 14 Brian Reader (Sr.) 12 Taylor Davis (S0.) 


RB 8 Kama Bailey (St.)_ 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE 10 Benson Mayowa (jr.) 91 Vince Keener (So.) 


5 Ryan Bass (Ft) 


DT 93 Michael Cosgrove (Sr.) 90 Karel Kearney (Fr.) 


S 3 Gary Walker (jr.) 


7 Trey Williams (So.) 


DT _ 98 Ryan Edwards (Fr.) ___ Aaron Lazaro (jr.) 
DE _55 Andre Ferguson (Sr.) 96 Charles Smith (Sr) 
18 33 Conrad Scheidt (Jr) 31 Jeff Bediako (So.) 
1B 51 Tre'shawn Robinson (S.) 16 Korey Toomer (Sr.) 

1B 19 Homer Mauga (Sr.) 33 Conrad Scheidt (Jr.) 

(B 29 Matthew Harvey (Sr) 2 Kenneth Patten (Sr.) 
(B86 Aaron Grymes (Jr.) 14 Tracy Carter (So.) 


S12 Quin Ashley (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 21 Trey Farquhar (jr. 


22 James Randall (Ft) 


_KR 1 Justin Veltung (Jr) 


P13 Bobby Cowan (jr) —=—~PR_8 Kama Bailey (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Brian Reader, 71-42-5681, 510s 
Rushing: Princeton McCarty, 89 car., 380 yds., 3 TDs 


Receiving: Kama Bailey, 31 rec., 326 yds., 2 TDs 


Tackles: Robert Siavi, 91, 55 solo 
Sacks: Michael Cosgrove, 4 = 
Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 _ — 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


103 
5 


Otto Kitsinger II1/Getty Images 


Phe 


HEAD COACH: Sonny Dykes 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 5-7 (1 year) 

CAREER RECORD: 5-7 (1 year) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tony Franklin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tommy Spangler 
LOCATION: Ruston, La. 

STADIUM: Joe Aillet Stadium (30,600) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 6-6, 5-2 (WAC) 

Sept. 3 at Southern Miss 

Sept. 10 Central Arkansas 

Sept. 17 Houston 

Sept. 24 at Mississippi State 

Oct. - 1 Hawaii 

Oct. 8 atldaho 

Oct. 22 at Utah State 

Oct. 29 San Jose State 

Nov. 5 at Fresno State 

Nov. 12 at Ole Miss 

Nov. 19 at Nevada 

Nov. 26 New Mexico State 


2010 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) 


Sept. 4 at Grambling State W 20-6 

Sept. 11. at Texas A&M L 16-48 

Sept. 18 Navy LP 23-32 

Sept. 25 Southern Miss L 12-13 

Oct. 2 at Hawaii L 21-41 

Oct. 9 Utah State W 24-6 

Oct. 16 Idaho W 48-35 

Oct. 26 at Boise State L 20-49 

Nov. 6 Fresno State L 34-40 

Nov. 13 at New Mexico State W 41-20 

Nov. 27 at San Jose State W 45-38 

Dec. 4 Nevada L 17-35 

FANTASY FLASH 

BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Lennon Creer, RB 

STOCK RISING 

Colby Cameron, QB 

BULK CARRIER 

Lennon Creer, RB 

HEALTHY AGAIN 

Ahmad Paige, WR 

TOP TARGET 

Richie Casey, WR 

For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 

2010 RANKINGS 

Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 26.8 ppg 5 59 
Rushing 170.9 ypg = 3 40 
Passing 218.9 ypg 7 62 
Total 389.8 ypg 4 49 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 30.7 ppg = 6. 90 
Rushing W719ypg 5 81 
Passing 290.2 ypg «9S 117 
Total 462.1ypg 8 116 
10 Margin PerGame WAC National 
5 0.42 5 83 


LOUISIANA TECH 


BULLDOGS 


OFFENSE Eventually it makes sense that Louisiana Tech's 
offense will evolve into the pass-first, pass-often and pass-last 
scheme that Sonny Dykes was part of at Kentucky, Texas Tech 
and Arizona. 

In fact, the Bulldogs seemed to move that way in their spring 
game. But as long as tailback Lennon Creer is around, 
Louisiana Tech has good reason to keep the ball on the ground. 
Creer, a transfer from Tennessee, enters his final season as one 
of the WAC’s top home run threats after a 1,181-yard, 10- 
touchdown season. He also has shown a penchant for catching 
the ball out of the backfield, which should complement a 
veteran pass-catching corps headlined by the most productive 
receivers in 2010 — Taulib Ikharo (50 receptions) and Richie 
Casey (42). 

The quarterback job appears to be in good hands with junior 
Colby Cameron, a part-time starter a year ago who passed for 
275 yards and five TDs in the spring game. 

“He is certainly our No. 1 coming out of spring training. He 
is definitely the guy now,” Dykes says. “Colby will have to 
continue to hold everyone off. ... The great thing is 
competition makes everyone better.” 

That will be put to a test on the line, where only two starters 
return. Dykes and his staff signed five linemen, including three 

from the junior college ranks to 


address that concern. 
Tech generated 389.8 yards and 
Since moving from Div. I-AA in 
1988, Louisiana Tech has played 


26.8 points per game last season, 
in only three bow! games, the 


and it will be intriguing to watch 
those numbers change as Dykes 
last in 2008 when the Bulldogs 
beat Northern Illinois in the 


and spread guru Tony Franklin 
tinker with a new wave of talent. 
Independence Bowl. 


DEFENSE As promising as Dykes’ 
first season was when Tech had the 
ball, it was equally as troublesome when the Bulldogs were 
trying to stop opponents. Correcting that is a huge key to Year 
2. Tech surrendered 30.7 points per game and allowed 500 
yards or more seven times. Four starters and several other 
regulars are back from that defense, which equates to 
experience. But can this crew get better? 

The three top tacklers return in weak-side linebacker Jay 
Dudley (94), middle backer Adrien Cole (80) and safety Chad 
Boyd (80). Boyd and end Matt Broha are the cornerstones. 
Broha notched 14 tackles for a loss and nine sacks among his 44 
stops, and Boyd picked off four passes and recovered a fumble. 

If Broha can help ramp up Tech's pass rush, Dudley and Cole 
can bolster the run defense, and Boyd gets some help in the 
secondary against the pass-happy schemes in the WAC, the 
Bulldogs’ defense should improve. If things get worse on that 
side of the ball, the Tech offense may not be able to generate 
enough thunder to keep the Bulldogs competitive. 


SPECIALISTS Tech is in good shape with kicker Matt Nelson 
and punter Ryan Allen back in the fold. Nelson connected on 
14-of-18 field goals and can be a weapon when the Bulldogs 
have to settle for three. Allen averaged 40.8 yards per punt and 
killed 21 inside the 20. Phillip Livas was one of the most 
dangerous return specialists in the nation. He will be difficult to 
replace; Casey and Ryan Williams will have big shoes to fill. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The offense will take a step forward, with 
Creer and Cameron poised for breakout seasons. That may keep 
the Bulldogs competitive, but a suspect defense — unless there’s 
a major turnaround — will keep Lousiana Tech from crashing 
through and being a factor, even in a new-look, Boise State-free 
WAC. 


NATIONAL FORECAST 
WAC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“Coach (Sonny) Dykes is going to make some things 
happen at Tech, but they might still be a year or so 
aWay. They need to find someone to replace all of the 


WR 
WR 


OFFENSE (4) 


things that (Phillip) Livas did for them.” 


An opposing WAC assistant coach 


19 Andrew Guillot (So.) _7 Myles White (jr.) 


1 Richie Casey (jr) 


2 lyle Fitte (ir) 


92° 
4 


17 Taulib tkharo (St.) 44 David Gru (Jr) 


79 Kris Cavitt (St.)_ 


“69 Vince Cano (50) 
78 Jordan Mills (jr) 


__7A Larry Banks (jr) 


57 Kevin Saia (je) 
63 Stephen Warner (Jt.) 


66 Matt Sheppard (So.) 


67 Oscar Johnson (jt) 


72 Jeremy Grafree (jr) 


_ 65 Houston Lantrip (jr.)_ 


10 Colby Cameron (Jr) 9 Tach Griffith (So.) 


14 Quinton Patton (jr) 18 DJ. St. Julien (Fr) 


5 Lennon Creer (Sr) 32 Ray Holley (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (4) 


91 Matt Broha (St.) 42 Kendrick James (So.) 


oT 


53 Adam Hymel (St.) 95 Jon‘al White (Jr.) 


oT 


70 Justin Ellis (So.) 54 Shakiel Lucas (So.) 


OE 


41 IK Enemkpali (So.) 93 Christian Lacey (St.) 


SLB _48 Dusty Rust (St) 


MIB 44 Adrien Cole (St) 
WLB 45 Jay Dudley (Sr.) 


(B 


46 Rufus Porter (S0.) 
_56 Solomon Randle (jr.) 
43 Chip Hester (Jr.) 


23 Ryan Williams (Sr) 


(B 


ss 


is 


11 DeMarcion Evans (Sr.) 


31 Chad Boyd (jr.) 


y . 34 Mike Schrang (Fr) 
20 Jamel Johnson (Jr) 


27 Quinn Giles (Jr.) 


25 Justin Goodman (Sr) 
28 Terry Carter (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


33 Matt Nelson (Jf) _ __KR 1 Richie Casey (jr.) 


86 Ryan Allen (So.) 


PR 23 Ryan Williams (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Colby Cameron, 91-54-461-5, 1 TD 


Rushing: Lennon Creer, 212 car, 1,181 yds., 10 TOs 


Tackles: Jay Dudley, 94, 44 solo 


Receiving: Taulib Ikharo, 50 rec., 530 yds 410s 


Sacks: Matt Broha, 9 


Interceptions: Chad Boyd, 4 for 76 yds. 


(6) Indicates number of retuming starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 
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John Kordune /Icon SHI 


TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Chris Ault 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 219-97-1 (26 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 219-97-1 (26 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chris Ault 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Buh 
LOCATION: Reno, Nev. 

STADIUM: Mackay Stadium (29,993) 


2011 SCHEDULE 


PROJECTION: 8-4 , 6-1 (WAC) 

Sept. 10 at Oregon 
Sept. 17 at San Jose State 
Sept. 24 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 1 at Boise State 
Oct. 8 UNLV 
Oct. 15 New Mexico 
Oct. 22 Fresno State 
Oct. 29 at New Mexico State 
Nov. 12 Hawaii 
Nov. 19 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 26 at Utah State 
Dec. 3 Idaho 

2010 RESULTS (13-1, 7-1) 
Sept. 2 Eastern Washington W 49-24 
Sept. 11 Colorado State W 51-6 
Sept. 17 California W 52-31 
Sept. 25 at BYU W 27-13 
Oct. 2 at UNLV W = 44-26 
Oct. 9 San Jose State W 35-13 
Oct. 16 at Hawaii L 21-27 
Oct. 30 Utah State W 56-42 
Nov. 6 at Idaho W 63-17 
Nov, 13 at Fresno State W 35-34 
Nov. 20 New Mexico State W 52-6 
Nov. 26 Boise State W(0l) 34-31 
Dec. 4 atlovisianatech W 35-17 
Jan. 9 #Boston College W 20-13 


#Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Mike Ball, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Rishard Matthews, WR 
STOCK RISING 

Tyler Lantrip, QB 
SLEEPER 

Brandon Wimberly, WR 
BULK CARRIER 

Mike Ball, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fontasy 


2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 41.0ppg 2 8 


NEVADA 


WOLF PACK 


OFFENSE For the first time since Colin Kaepernick took over 
the reins of head coach Chris Ault’s Pistol offense in 2007, 
shattering records along the way, Nevada is looking for a new 
signal-caller. Who will replace Kaepernick, the only quarterback 
in NCAA history to pass for 10,000 yards and rush for 4,000 in 
his career, is still an open question. 

The smart money to start the season would be on senior Tyler 
Lantrip, a drop-back passer and Kaepernick’s longtime backup. 
But redshirt freshman Cody Fajardo, a dual-threat option, 
could push for playing time early in the season, and sophomore 
Mason Magleby might be the most athletic quarterback of the 
group. 

“I like the situation we have because we have three 
quarterbacks right now who are very talented and very 
competitive,” Ault said during the spring. 

The good news for the player who wins the job is that he will 
have an experienced offensive line that returns three starters and 
one of the better receiving units in the WAC. Senior Rishard 
Matthews, who emerged as a gamebreaker late in 2010, figures 
to be Nevada's top threat. 

The bad news is that Nevada will not have running back Vai 
Taua, a three-year starter who teamed with Kaepernick to 
become the most prolific career rushing duo in NCAA history. 
Junior speedster Mike Ball, who sat out most of spring drills 
with a knee injury, is the favorite to get the bulk of the carries. 
Senior Lampford Mark, another speedster who is recovering 


from knee surgery in 2010, also will 


likely see carries if healthy. 
The quarterbacks on Nevada's 


DEFENSE Andy Buh, who came 
from Stanford to coordinate the 

roster have thrown a defense at his alma mater before last 

combined 23 passes. Tyler 

Lantrip has thrown all 23. 


season, turned this once-struggling 
unit into a playmaking bunch that 
led Nevada to a win over Boston 
College in the Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl. 

The Wolf Pack lost at least one front-line starter at every level 
of the defense, including two-time All-WAC defensive end 
Dontay Moch. But Nevada still has a solid group of returners, 
led by middle linebacker James-Michael Johnson. Senior Brett 
Roy was a productive defensive tackle, and senior corner Isaiah 
Frey and junior safety Duke Williams are all-conference-caliber 
players. 

The Pack will need Johnson, the lone returning captain from 
last year, and others to step up, both in terms of production and 
leadership, as Nevada opens 2011 with a treacherous four-game 
road stretch. 


SPECIALISTS The Pack return two of the better return men in 
the WAC in Ball (kickoffs) and Matthews (punts). But a big 
priority in the offseason is in the kicking game. Sophomore 
kicker Anthony Martinez made the biggest kick in school 
history against Boise State, but he has limited range. The team 
came out of spring ball with three-year walk-on Jake Hurst as 
the only punter on the roster. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A repeat of Nevada's historic 2010 is unlikely 
with the loss of key players and a murderer’s row schedule that 
includes road games against Oregon, Texas Tech and Boise 
State. But Nevada's offense should still be able to move the ball, 


Pack’s defense should be improved. 

If both are true, a favorable conference schedule that includes 
home dates against fellow WAC favorites Fresno State and 
Hawaii could lead to another conference championship and a 
seventh consecutive bowl appearance. 


Rushing 292.2 ypg 1 3 
Passing 226.9 ypg = 5 55 
Total 519.1 ypg 2 4 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 21.4 ppg 2 31 
Rushing 120.3 ypg 2 18 
Passing 243.3 ypg 5 98 
Total 363.6 ypg = 3 54 
TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
+5 +0.36 3 33 
172 ATHLON SPORTS 


although not at the same pace as in recent years, and the Wolf 


NATIONAL FORECAST 


65 


WAC PREDICTION 1 


THE QUOTE 
“They have a great chance to win the league 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 15 Rishard Matthews (Sr.) 
WR 82 Tray 5 Session () 
WR 4 Brandon Wimberly () 
T 7 Jeff Nady (jr) 

LG 75 Chris Barker (jr.) 

C__ 67 Jetf Meads (st. 

RG 74 Steve Haley (Sr) 

RT 70 Joel Bitonio (So.) 

TE —_ 89 Stephen Jeffers (So.) 
QB 16 Tyler Lantrip (Sr.) 

RB _5 Mike Ball (Jr.) 
DEFENSE (7) 

DE 55 Rykeem Yates (Fr) 
DT 95 Willie Faataualofa (St) 
DT 47 Brett Roy (sr) 

DE _ 51 Albert Rosette (jr) 


now that Boise is gone. Colin Kaepernick is gone, 


but they will still score a ton of points.” 


— An opposing WAC assistant coach 


SB 33 Brandon Marshall (1) 


81 Aaron Bradley (Fr.) 

18 LJ. Washington (So,) 
23 Shane Anderson (St.) 
66 Kyle Roberts (Fr.) 

63 Avery Poates (Fr.) 

65 Matt Galas (Fr) 


77 Alex Pinto (jr.) 


76 Mike Mitchell (Ft) 


85 Erik Stewart (Jr.) 
17 Cody Fajardo (Fr) 


29 tampford Mark (St) 


94 Brock Hekking (Fr.) 

93 Zack ‘Madonick (Sr.) 

98 Jack Reynoso (So.) 
59 Kyle Papendorf (Fr) 
10 Jon McNeal (So.) 


MIB 52 James-Michael Johnson (St.)_ 
WLB 42 DeAndre Boughton (Sr) 


54 Jeremiah Green (Jr) 
50 Dray Bell (in) 


(B28 Isaiah Frey (Sr.) 22 Thaddeus Brown (jr) _ 
(B 2 Khalid Wooten (.) 24 Charles Garrett (Fr. 
SS 20 Duke Williams (jr.) 11 Dean Faddis Or) 

FS 8 Marlon Johnson (jr. 34 Tyler Thompson (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

Ki 140 Anthony Martner (S0.) “WR. S Mike Gall (Ir) _ 
P__69 Jake Hurst (Sr.) PR 15 Rishard Matthews ws (St) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tyler Lantrip, 13-8-155-0, 1 1D 


Rushing: Lampford Mark, 55 cat, 413 yds., 310s” 


Receiving: Rishard Matthews, 56 rec, 879 yds. 5 TDs 
Tackles: James-Michael Johnson, 88, 51 solo _ 
Sacks: Brett Roy, 8 


Interceptions: Four players tied with2 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 7 
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TEAM INFORMATION 
HEAD COACH: DeWayne Walker 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 5-20 (2 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 5-21 (2+ years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Martin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dale Lindsey 
LOCATION: Las Cruces, N.M. 


STADIUM: Aggie Memorial Stadium (30,343) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 1-11, 0-7 (WAC) 
Sept. 3 Ohio 
Sept. 10 at Minnesota 
Sept. 17 UTEP 
Sept. 24 at San Jose State 
Oct. 1 at New Mexico 
Oct. 15 Idaho 
Oct. 22 at Hawaii 
Oct. 29 Nevada 
Nov. 5 at Georgia 
Nov. 12 Fresno State 
Nov. 19 at BYU 
Nov. 26 at Louisiana Tech 
Dec. 3 Utah State 


2010 RESULTS (2-10, +7) 


Sept. 11 San Diego State lL 21-41 
Sept. 18 at UTEP L 10-42 
Sept. 25 at Kansas lL 16-42 
Oct. 2 Boise State L 0-59 
Oct. 9 New Mexico Ws 16-14 
Oct. 16 at Fresno State L 10-33 
Oct. 23 at Idaho L 14-37 
Oct. 30 San Jose State W 29-27 
Nov. 6 at Utah State L 22-27 
Nov. 13 Louisiana Tech L 20-41 
Nov. 20 at Nevada I” 1652 
Nov. 27 Hawaii L 24-59 
FANTASY FLASH 
BULK CARRIER 


Kenny Turner, RB 

POSITION BATTLE - QB 

Andrew Manley vs. Matt Christian 
TOP TARGET 

None 

JUCO TO WATCH 

Kemonte Bateman, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Robert Clay, RB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 15.7 ppg 9 #8117 
Rushing 129.1 ypg 6 89 
Passing 1674 ypg 9 99 
Total 296.5 ypg 9 112 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 39.5 ppg 9 115 
Rushing 207.1ypg 39 ~=111 
Passing 246.3 ypg 6 102 
Total 453.3 ypg 7 112 
TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
6 -0.50 7 88 


WEW MEXICO STATE 


AGGIES 


OFFENSE The Aggies enter the season with their fourth 
offensive coordinator in the past four years. The team hired 
former Kent State head coach Doug Martin in late March to 
replace Mike Dunbar. Martin will run a spread — three- and 
four-wide receiver sets, single-back formations with an H-back. 

Expect the Aggie offense to feature short passes — five to 
seven yards within the line of scrimmage — and to set up the 
run off the passing game. 

NMSU has ranked near the bottom of the country in most 
offensive categories the past two years. Ironically, the one area 
where the team appears relatively set is at quarterback. Senior 
Matt Christian is a steady player with average mobility, while 
sophomore hot-shot Andrew Manley is a big body (6'4", 225 
pounds) with a strong arm. Manley will likely play at some 
point this season, if not in the team’s opener against Ohio. 

Last year’s leading rusher, Kenny Turner, will line up at H- 
back, getting carries while also motioning into the slot as a wide 
receiver. Junior running back Robert Clay is a between-the- 
tackles pounder. 

The Aggies return senior offensive tackle Aundre McGaskey 
to anchor the right side of the line. Senior Sioeli Fakalata played 
guard last year but could slide over to center in 2010. A handful 
of newcomers will push for playing time, led by junior college 


transfer Andrew Kersten. 


DEFENSE It was a domino affect 
on the defensive side of the ball last 
year. The Aggies didn’t win one-on- 
The five wins accumulated by | one matchups on the line. The lack 
the Aggies during the past 
two years have come by a 
combined total of 13 points. 


of a push up front allowed their 
undersized linebackers to get 
swallowed in the running game and 
forced their secondary to cover 
opposing receivers for too long. The result was nine sacks total, 
207.1 rushing yards and 39.5 points allowed per contest. In 
short, the front-seven needs to play better. 

It starts at defensive end, where Donte Savage and Pierre Fils 
regressed last year after respectable sophomore seasons. Both are 
undersized but athletic and need to use their speed and burst to 
their advantage. Fils, though, could see more time at tackle. 

Linebacker Alexander LaVoy was brought in this offseason 
and will push middle linebacker Boyblue Aoelua, who was good 
against the run last season but a step slow in pass coverage. 
Weak-side linebacker B.J. Adolpho has potential and could be 
in for a good junior season. 

The secondary brought in reinforcements and could be a 
team strength. It will help if cornerback Jonte Green realizes his 
potential and safety George Callender stays injury free. 


SPECIALISTS Tyler Stampler had a decent season as the team’s 
placekicker, lacking a huge leg but remaining accurate. Punter 
Jake Capraro needs to boot it better. Taveon Rogers was a 
dangerous return man last season and should reclaim his role. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Aggies should be better in 2011 — they 
really can’t get any worse. Coach DeWayne Walker is a worker 
and, despite being outmatched from a talent standpoint on 
most Saturdays, his teams remain in line and play hard. 

The key to the season will be the play up front along the 
offensive and defensive lines. NMSU will need to stay healthy on 
the offensive side of the ball and record more than nine sacks on 
defense. The Aggies will also rely on the continued development 
of Manley, who looks to be the real deal at quarterback. 

Bur even if the defense improves and the offense adjusts 
quickly to Martin’s scheme, it’s tough to see the Aggies making 
too much of a move in the WAC. 
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THE QUOTE 


8 


> 


_ DONYAE COLEMAN 


“They are going to have to find some playmakers, 
guys who will be difference-makers for them when 
they need to be.” 
An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 1 Taveon Rogers (Sr.) 


1 7 Todd Lee (St) 
LT _ 74 Davonte Wallace (So.) 
1G 71 Maveu Heimuli (Jr.) _ 


C 72 Sioeli Fakalata (Sr.) 
RG 78 Andrew Kersten ({f.) 


76 Aundre  McGaskey (Sr.) 


TE 15 Trevor Walls (J) 

qe 4 Andrew Manley (So.) 
HB 3 Kenny’ Turner (Sr.) 
RB 28 Robert Clay (jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE _ 52 Donte Savage (St.) 


48 Pierre Fils (Sr.) 


T 91 Augafa Vaaulu (S0.) 
90 David Niumatalolo (Sr.) 
53 Bryan Bonilla (So.) 
47 Boyblue Aoelua (Sr.) 
36 B,J. Adolpho (Jr.) 
1 Jonte Green (St) 


I 3 Donyae Coleman (Sr.) 
SS 2 Ben Bradley (Sr.) 


FS 5 George Callender (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 18 Tyler Stampler (Jr) 
P42 Jake Capraro (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Kemonte Bateman (Jr.) 
10 Marcus Williams (St.)_ 
Faison MeKinnis (Fr) 
_ 58 Dejuan Yates (Sr.) 
61 Mike Grady (Sr.) 
Valerian Ume-Ezeoke (Ft.) 
__ Andy Cunningham (Fr.) 
85 | Jackson Kaka (Fr) 
2 Matt christian (Sr.) 
Austin Franklin (Fr.) 


__ Germi Mortison (Jr) 


Stephen Meredith (Fr.) 
98 David Mahoney (Sr) 
51 Tommy Stuart (jr.) 
93 Sean Brown (jf.) 
68 Anthony Joyner (50) 

Alexander LaVoy (Jr.) 
32 Dylan Davis (S0.) 

~ Anthony Edwards (3 

___ Jeremy Harris attis (Jt) 

24 Josh Smith (So.) 


19 Stephon Hatchett (Sr. 


__KR_1 Taveon Rogers (Sr.) 
PR 7 Todd Lee (Sr) 


Passing: Mat Chistian, 237-1144,3722, 810s 


Rushing: Kenny Turner, 115 car, 461 yds,, 2 TDs _ 
ae Kenny Turner, 25 fec., 203 yds., 0 1D 


sacks: Donte Savage, $ 


Interceptions: Boyblue Aoelua, 1 for 41 yds. 
(# Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indicates returning sates. 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Mike Macintyre 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-12 (1 year) 
CAREER RECORD: 1-12 (1 year) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John DeFilippo 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kent Baer 
LOCATION: San Jose, Calif. 

STADIUM: Spartan Stadium (30,456) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 2-10, 1-6 (WAC) 
Sept. 3 at Stanford 
Sept. 10 at UCLA 
Sept. 17 Nevada 
Sept. 24 New Mexico State 
Oct. 1 at Colorado State 
Oct. 8 at BYU 
Oct. Hawaii 
Oct. at Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 5 Idaho 
Nov. at Utah State 
Nov. Navy 
Nov. at Fresno State 


2010 RESULTS (112, 0-8) 


Sept. 4 at Alabama L 3-48 
Sept. 11 at Wisconsin L 14-27 
Sept. 18 Southern Utah W 16-11 
Sept. 25 at Utah L 3-56 
Oct. 2 UC Davis L 13-14 
Oct. 9 at Nevada L 13-35 
Oct. 16 Boise State L 0-48 
Oct. 23 Fresno State L 18-33 
Oct. 30 at New Mexico State L 27-29 
Nov. 13 Utah State L 34-38 
Nov. 20 at Hawaii L 7-41 
Nov. 27 Louisiana Tech L 38-45 
Dec. 4 at Idaho L(o!) 23-26 
FANTASY FLASH 

TOP TARGET 

Noel Grigsby, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Ryan Otten, TE 


POSITION BATTLE - QB 

Matt Faulkner vs. Dasmen Stewart 
BULK CARRIER 

None 

FRESHMAN TO WATCH 

Joseph Gray, QB 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


ma SAN JOSE STATE 


SPARTANS 


OFFENSE The Spartans return five of their top six pass-receivers 
as well as two of their top three rushers and a solid nucleus on 
the offensive line. But starting quarterback Jordan La Secla, who 
passed for 2,860 yards and 16 touchdowns, must be replaced. 

Second-year coach Mike MacIntyre gave senior Matt 
Faulkner, sophomore Dasmen Stewart and redshirt freshman 
Blake Jurich equal reps during spring practice and doesn’t plan 
to pick a starter until fall camp. That opens the door for highly 
touted true freshman Joseph Gray, a first-team All-Los Angeles 
City Section pick at famed Dorsey High School. MacIntyre calls 
him “a big-time quarterback.” 

Versatile senior Brandon Rutley, who has 16 career starts and 
has played some quarterback in the Wildcat formation, returns 
to lead a solid group of running backs that includes junior 
David Freeman and redshirt freshman Ben Thompson. 

The offensive line features six players who have started at least 
11 games in their career, led by senior tackle Andres Vargas. Big 
things are also expected from Jon Meyer, a first-team junior 
college All-American who took part in spring practice and can 
play either guard or tackle. 

Wide receiver figures to be the strength of the offense. 
Sophomores Noel Grigsby and Chandler Jones both finished in 
the top 10 in the WAC in receiving as freshmen, with 56 and 
54 receptions, respectively; and MacIntyre cites another 

sophomore, Kyle Nunn, as 

blossoming over winter workouts. 

8 4) The Spartans also got a big boost 

when Mike Avila, who missed the 

San Jose State will have 85 entire 2010 season following ACL 
players on scholarship this fall. 

That's the first time in school 

history the Spartans will be at 


surgery, was granted a fifth year of 
eligibility by the NCAA. 
the NCAA FBS maximum. 


DEFENSE San Jose State returns 11 
starters on this side of the ball. 
Considering the Spartans allowed an average of 34.7 points and 
463.7 yards per game a year ago, that might not necessarily be a 
good thing. Buc MacIntyre believes a productive offseason in 
the weight room for this’ young unit will pay big dividends as 
will the return of two-time first-team All-WAC safety Duke 
Thenacho from a foot injury. Ihenacho, one of only four players 
in school history to earn first team All-WAC honors in back-to- 
back seasons, injured that foot in the team’s season-opening 
48-3 loss at Alabama. He was one of nine Spartan senior starters 
to suffer season-ending injuries in the first two games of the 
season. He has 195 tackles and six interceptions in 32 career 
starts and is considered an NFL prospect. 

The strength of the team is at linebacker, where sophomore 
Keith Smith earned 2010 WAC Freshman of the Year honors 
after racking up 116 tackles, including 14 for a loss, and four 


sacks. Another sophomore, Vince Buhagiar, finished ninth in 
the WAC with 89 takedowns. 


SPECIALISTS The Spartans are in good shape here. Sophomore 
Harrison Wald was a second team All-WAC pick at punter as a 
freshman when he averaged 43.8 yards. Wald also handles 
kickoffand placekicking duties. He connected on 14-of-22 field 
goal tries, the most by a Spartan since 2002. 


FINAL ANALYSIS San Jose State suffered through an injury- 
plagued 1—12 season in MacIntyre’ first year as the boss, fielding 
only 43 healthy scholarship players for the team’s 26-23 season- 


ending overtime loss at Idaho. But the shorthanded Spartans lost 
four of those games by a combined 10 points and gave Big Ten 
heavyweight Wisconsin all it could handle before losing 27-14 
in Madison. A deeper, stronger and more experienced San Jose 
State team is worth keeping an eye on in 2011. 


2010 RANKINGS 

Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 16.1ppg 8 115 
Rushing 78.5 ypg 9 119 
Passing 236.5 ypg 4 45 
Total 315.1 ypg 8 101 
Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 34.7 ppg 8 = 105 
Rushing  203.2ypg 8 104 
Passing 260.5ypg 8 111 
Total 463.7 ypg 9 117 
TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
-, 0.54 8 98 
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WAC PREDICTION 


THE QUOTE 
“| don’t know many coaches who don’t have 
a ton of respect for Coach (Mike) Macintyre. He’s doing 
a good job there, and they brought in a pretty 
good recruiting class this year.” 


An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR 23 Noel Grigsby (So.) _K.C Pearce (Fr) 
WR 89 ‘Chandler Jones (50) 7 kyle | Nunn (S0,). 
wR 4 Michael Avila (St) 1 Josh Harrison n (St) 


79 Jon Meyer (Jt.) 
73 Jacob Orth (Sr.) 
54 Reuben Hasani (So.) 
74 Ryan Jones (So.) 
_ 65 Fred Koloto (Sr.) 
__ 88 Travis Lorius (Jr.) 


LT 78 Andres Vargas (St.) 

75 Nicholas Kaspar (So.) 

C 70 Robbie Reed (Sr) _ 

RG 55 Moa Ngatuvai (So.) 

RT 76 David Quessenberry (Jr.) 


TE 82 Ryan Otten (Jr.) 


113 
7 


$5 2 Duke Ihenacho (sr, 
FS_§ Alex Germany (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K__10 Harrison Waid (So.) 


P10 ) Harrison n Waid in Waid (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Matt Faulkner, 39-21-206-1, 1 1D 


Rushing: Brandon Rutley, 129 car., 4 461 yds. 410s 


Receiving: Noel Grigsby, 56 rec., 822 yds, 41Ds 
Tackles: Keith Smith, 116, 59 solo 

Sacks: Travis Johnson, 7.5 

Interceptions: James Orth, 3 for 38 yds. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


81 James Orth (Jr.) 


21 Bene Benwikere (So.) 


KR 25 Ronnie Yell (jt.)_ 


PR 9 Brandon Rutley (Sr.)_ 


QB 7 Matt Faulkner (St) __Joseph Gray (Fr) 

RB 9 Brandon Rutley (St.) 20 David Freeman (jr) 
DEFENSE (11) 

DE 43 Travis Johnson (jr.) 83 Cedric Lousi (So.) 

DT 92 Pablo Garcia (Sr.) ~ 96 Marcus Howard (Fr) 
ov 97 7 Anthony Li Larceval (S0,) 90. Travis Raciti i (Ft) 7 
DE 26 Mo Marah (St) 95 Sean Bacon (Fr.) 

OLB 40 Tiuke Tuipulotu (sr.) 15 Doug Parrish (Fr) 
MLB 36 Vince Buhagiar (So.) 3 Pompey Festejo (Sr.) 
OLB 31 Keith Smith (So,) 13 Kyler O'Neal (Jr.) 

(B 19 Peyton Thompson (Sr.) 8 Brandon Driver (St.) 
(B25 Ronnie Yell (Jr.) Mercy ‘Maston (Fr) 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Gary Andersen 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-16 (2 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 12-23 (3 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Baldwin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary Andersen 
LOCATION: Logan, Utah 

STADIUM: Romney Stadium (25,513) 


2011 SCHEDULE 
PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-5 (WAC) 

Sept. 3 at Auburn 

Sept. 10 Weber State 

Sept. 24 Colorado State 

Sept. 30 at BYU 

Oct. 8 Wyoming 

Oct. 15 at Fresno State 

Oct. 22 Louisiana Tech 

Nov. 5 at Hawaii 

Nov. 12 San Jose State 

Nov. 19 at Idaho 

Nov. 26 Nevada 

Dec. 3 at New Mexico State 


2010 RESULTS (4-8, 2-6) 


Sept. 4 at Oklahoma L 24-31 
Sept. 11 Idaho State W 38-17 
Sept. 18 Fresno State L 24-41 
Sept. 25 atSan Diego State Ll 7-41 
Oct. 1 BYU W 31-16 
Oct. 9 at Louisiana Tech L 6-24 
Oct. 23 Hawaii Li eds: 
Oct. 30 at Nevada L 42-56 
Nov. 6 New Mexico State W 27-22 
Nov. 13 at San Jose State W 38-34 
Nov. 20 Idaho L 6-28 
Dec. 4 at Boise State L 14-50 


FANTASY FLASH 
BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Robert Turbin, RB 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Alex Hart vs. Adam Kennedy 
SLEEPER 
Kellen Bartlett, TE 
HEALTHY AGAIN 
Robert Turbin, RB 
TOP TARGET 
None 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 22.0 ppg 7 94 
Rushing 1687 ypg 4 41 
Passing 178.7 ypg = 8 93 
Total 347.3 ypg 7 84 


Defense PerGame WAC National 
Scoring 33.8 ppg 7 101 
Rushing 179.3 ypg = 6 88 
Passing 249.6 ypg 7 106 


Total 428.8 ypg 6 100 
TO Margin PerGame WAC National 
5 -0.42 5 83 


G R(UTAH STATE 


AGGIES 


OFFENSE It’s a mixed bag for the Aggies offense as they prepare 
for the 2011 season. There are seven starters back, and five major 
weapons return after suffering season-ending injuries a year ago. 
One of the starters who will not be back, however, is quarterback 
Diondre Borel, who graduated with many school records. 

Finding a new signal-caller has been one of the top priorities. 
Three players battled for the job in the spring — Jeremy Higgins, 
Alex Hart and Adam Kennedy. True freshman Chuckie Keeton 
has been promised a shot when he arrives in August. “We want 
a quarterback that can manage the game, put the ball in the 
playmakers’ hands when the opportunity presents itself and not 
turn the ball over,” USU coach Gary Andersen says. 

Running back Robert Turbin, who rushed for 1,296 yards 
and scored 18 touchdowns in 2009, headlines a group of players 
back from injury. Fellow back Michael Smith, wide receivers 
Matt Austin and Stanley Morrison and tight end Kellen Bartlett 
have proven to be explosive in the past. They are all expected to 
be back this fall. “We did not have a supporting cast for Diondre 
(Borel) last year,” Andersen says. “With all of these guys back, 
we will be a much better team.” 

Five starters are back along the offensive line — though not 
all five will retain their positions — as well as several experienced 
tight ends, Three junior college linemen will add depth. 


DEFENSE Afver a second year of struggling to slow opponents 

down — the Aggies gave up 33.8 points per game — there have 

been some changes made. Andersen, 

who became nationally known as 

5 the defensive coordinator at Utah, 

has taken over that role at USU. 

Kerwynn Williams led the The Aggies have also changed their 

nation with five kickoff returns | Scheme to a 3-4 alignment. 

of 60 yards or longer last 
season. He also had three 

returns of 70-plus yards. 


“We've got to improve on 

defense,” Andersen says. “We were 
horrid to say the least.” 
There will be a learning curve with 
the 3-4 defense, but with a solid linebacker corps that returns 
two starters, Andersen is confident the overall defense will be 
better. The addition of some junior college players up front, 
especially at nose guard, and some new faces in the secondary 
should strengthen those areas. 

Linebacker Bobby Wagner has led the WAC in tackles the 
past two seasons. He along with defensive ends Quinn Garner 
and Levi Koskan, linebacker Kyle Gallagher and safety Walter 
McClenton will provide veteran leadership. 


SPECIALISTS With the dangerous Kerwynn Williams back, the 
Aggies should be solid in the return game. However, losing four- 
year starter Peter Caldwell, who handled the kicking and 
punting duties, may result in some early growing pains. Junior 
college transfer Tyler Bennett is expected to take over at punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Entering his third year at Utah State, 
Andersen is aware that fans are expecting more wins. He does as 
well. With Boise State gone from the WAC, the league could be 
more evenly balanced. 

Consistency was an issue a year ago. The Aggies gave 
nationally ranked Oklahoma a scare in Norman, then collapsed 
in the fourth quarter at home against Fresno State after holding 
a seven-point lead. They beat BYU, only to lose the following 
week at Louisiana Tech. Better depth will be counted on to 
finish games. 

Once again there are six home games, which is not common. 
Utah State must take advantage of those opportunities and will 
have several chances in league road games to pick up some 
victories. 
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WAC PREDICTION +6 


THE QUOTE 
“They are a dark horse who could surprise some people. 
Coach (Gary) Andersen is building this program and 
doing a good job up there.” 
An opposing WAC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 4 Matt Austin (St.) 80 Travis Reynolds (So.) 
WR — 82 Eric Moats (Sr.) 1 Xavier Martin (Sr.) 

WR 11 Stanley Morrison (Jr.) 23 Reuben Thomas (Jr.) 

LT 66 Eric Schultz (So.) 54 lan Maguire (Jr.) 

1G 76 Funaki Asisi (St.) 64 Jamie Markosion (50.) 

C 58 Tyler Larsen (So.) 79 Robert Hill (St) 
RG 68 Phillip Gapelu (Sr.) 67 Oscat-Molina-Sancher | (s) 
RT 69 Stetson Tenney ({r.) 74 Kyle Whimpey (So.) 
TE _ 81 Kellen Bartlett (Sr.) 88 Tarren Lloyd (Sr.) 

QB 2 Adam Kennedy (Jr.) 14 Alex Hart (Fr) 

RB _6 Robert Turbin (jt.) 28 Joey DiMartino (jt.) 
DEFENSE (5) 

DE 37 Quinn Gamer (Sr.) 99 BJ. Larsen (Fr) 

NG 93 Evan Huahulu (.) 72 Elvis Kamana: -Matagi (Ft) 
DE 47 Levi Koskan (Sr.) 90 Kevin Whimpey (Jt.) 
OLB 16 Tavaris McMillian (Ft) _ 55. Bojay Filmoeatu (oe 
IL8 43 Kyle Gallagher (Sr.) 51. Jake Doughty (So,)_ 

18 9 Bobby Wagner (Sr.) 53 Zach Vigil (So.) 

OLB 26 Gavin Jones (St.) 45 Maurice Alexander (jt) 
(B 2 Cameron Sanders (So.) 12 Dontel Watkins (jt) 
(B 6 Nevin Lawson (So,) __17 Will Davis (jr) _ 
SS 4 Walter McClenton (Sr.) ~ 21 Brian Suite (Fr.) 

FS 36 McKade Brady (Jr.) 29 Alfred Bowden (Jr) _ 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 99 Nick Diaz (So.) KR 25 Kerwynn Williams (jr) 
P Tyler Bennett (jr) PR. 82 Eric Moats (Sr) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jeremy Higgins, 6-4-22-1, 0 10 : 
Rushing: Kerwynn Williams, 81 car, 451 yds, 410s 


Receiving: Dontel Watkins, 42 rec., 492 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Bobby Wagner, 133, 61 solo. 

Sacks: leviKoskan, 45 00 
Interceptions: Quinton Byrd, 3 for 0 yds. 

(8) Indicates number of returning starters + BOLO indicates retuming starters 


Utah State SID 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 175 


the 


rac 


GIP ollege football is a game of coaches. Even the schools with 

@ the richest of traditions, the nicest facilities and the most 
 @ passionate fans will struggle to win at a high level if the 
x right coach is not in place. 

When the right coach is in charge of a top program, the results can 
be quite impressive. Urban Meyer went 65-15 with two national ti- 
tles in six years at Florida, Pete Carroll won 83 games and seven Pac- 
10 championships in nine seasons at USC. And Barry Switzer had an 
astounding mark of 157-294 in 16 seasons as the boss at Oklahoma. 

What about the other end of the spectrum? What happens when 
things don’t go so well for a college coach? How bad can it get? We 
compiled a list of the top 20 Worst Coaching Tenures in the past 50 
years. Below are the top five. Visit athlonsports.com for the complete 
list. 


1. Rick Venturi, Northwestern [1-31-1, 1978-80] 
The three-year Venturi era was the epicenter of the Wildcats’ as- 
tounding run of incompetence. Venturi, only 32 when he coached his 
first game at Northwestern, did not win a single Big Ten game in his 
three years, 

Lowlight: The Wildcats lost at home to Ohio State 63-0 on Oct. 


11, 1980. 


> Cha Darrich 1 . tata I 
2. otan Farrisn, Aans tate L2Z- VU I, 


The Stanimal set the table for Bill Snyder's amazing turnaround at K- 
State by losing 91 percent of his games. He went 1—19-1 in Big Eight 
games, with the lone win and tie both coming against rival Kansas. 
Lowlight: In consecutive weeks in October 1987, the Wildcats lost 
to Oklahoma, Nebraska and Oklahoma State by a combined score of 
171-20. 
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3. Mike Locksley, New Mexico [2-22, 21 

The Lobos have been alarmingly uncompetitive in Locksley’s two 
seasons in Albuquerque, with 14 of their 22 losses coming by 24 
points or more. 

Lowlight: Locksley was suspended without pay for 10 days in 2009 


after he punched an assistant coach. 
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Berry's success at the FCS level (19-7 in his final two seasons at IIli- 
nois State) didn’t translate to West Point. He scrapped the option for 
a wide-open passing attack. The results weren't good. 

Lowlight: The Black Knights went nine straight quarters without 
scoring a point early in the 2003 season. 


Robinson's overall record isn’t as bad as others on this list, but he gets 
low marks for destroying what was a solid Syracuse program. The 
Orangemen (as they used to be called) had only one losing season 
from 1987-2004. Robinson had four losing seasons in four years, 
with a high-water mark of 4-8 in 2006. 

Lowlight: Syracuse lost its 2008 home opener to Akron, 42-28. 


Visit Buel SPORTS / for the rest of our top 20 Worst Coaching Tenures list. 


Parrish: Athlon Archive; Berry: Athlon Sports Archive 


Winning isn’t everything. Saving hundreds 
on car insurance Is. 


Ss ~ 


Get a FREE rate quote today. 


GEICO 


ee AS c = ‘S geico.com |. 
~ er : 


vt 5 
“= 3 — 
ia —~ : 


Some discounts, coverages, payment ie and features are not available in all states or companies. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2010. 
Government Employees Insurance Co. ° GEICO General Insurance Co. ° GEICO Indemnity Co. GEICO Casualty Co. 
These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO: Washington, DC 20076. © 2010 GEICO 


BURN RUBBER. 
NOT BARBECUE. 


Introducing the ultimate bootgating vehicle. The bigger, 
four-door, all-wheel drive MINI Countryman. 


83 wa —_— a = 


MINIUSA.COM 


All-wheel drive available on the MINI Cooper S Countryman ALL4. © 2011 MINI USA, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. 
The MINI name, model names and logo are registered trademarks. 


